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Iran=Iraq: The Battld Fox Basrah

divisions=--defanding the oity.

Summary

“W{th at laast 360,000 Iranian and Iraqi troops
sach other, the etruggle underway near Basrah promis
largeat land dbattle gince the XKorean Var, .Iran appapantly
.dndends to push to the Shatt al Arad oppoeite Baerah, infiioting
a masaive defeat on the Iraqi troops-~ca-many as eight reinforecd

t—

ponfronting
e to be tha

Tehran undoudiedly hppes thad a

defeat of thie magnitude will epark the overthrow of| Iraqi

Proaident Saddum Bucsein.

or the
Shatt,

The morale of Iraq’e troope

If a coup in Baghdad doas| not oscur,

ﬁnaaigﬁzmugigwroutad, Iran maygpuah ite attack aoross the

and éh;{abilijy of lite

oommanders to avoid mietakes will be erueial to Iraq|'s prospecte

for a suocessful defense.

Reporting

recent weeke has been contwnadictory.
Tighting tn defense of their oun eoil for the first

war and may fight harder than in Iran,

on Iraqi troop

orale in

Iraqi forees will be

Iragile, however, and ie likely to plummet quiockly i

Irantane aschieve an early breakthrough.

appoar to have improved theiw performavee since the

Xhorramehahr and there are weak epote: in oritical ar
Iraqi defensea northeast of Basrah.
the Iraniane will be able to achicve & breakthrough,

the Iraqie, and drive to the Shatt al

heavy oasualties.

Por this reason

‘Avab, albeit a

|
P oo

ime in the

Troop morale| probably ie

the

Iraqi commapders do not

all of

as of the

we eetimate
out maneuver
¢t the cost of
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BaéKaroud

Since late May 1981 Iranian troops hmve consisterntly

defoated the Iraqis in a series of engagements which
steadily in size and ferocity. By this past spring t
were employing their forces on a large~scale. During
of Dezful in March some 50,700 Iranian troops and an
number of irrequlars* launched a two~proniued assault
kKilometers of the front.
In May some 70,000 Iranian troops, reinforced with ir
mounted a two pronged offensive north of Khorramshahr
60 kilometers of the front., The fighting lasted four

Iragi regular units fouqght hard doring these att
mistakes by senior Iragi commanders and low troop mor

hHave grown
he Iranians
the battle
ynknown
gver 80

The fighting lauted about tvo weeks,

qequlars,
alona some
weeks,

cks, but
le,

particularly ameng militia and reserve forces, were ckucial to

Iran's success. . Senior Iragl commanders failed to de
troops properly before both the battles of Dezful and
- Khorramshahr, stationing poorly tralned militia and r
. forces at critical points on the battlefinld. Reserv

loy their

serve -
s were

committed wither too eaxly or too late and =t th= wrchg nlaces,
Iraql tvroopsa, particularly the militia and reserve folrces,
apparently have been reluctant to die for Iranian terjritory
Saddam has consistently indicated he would return to |[Iran in a

peace settlement.

As a result, the reserve and militia troops

: often»abanaoned their positions at critieal times,

Jranian Plans

ve some y regular troops and
least as many irxrequlars attacking algng a 90 kilome
The troops will be supported by about 300 pieces of
400 armored vehicles, Irag has over 100,000 reqular
supported by 250 artillery pieces and .some 900 armor
dafending the city, Baghdad's forces also have cons
elaborate system of trenches, anti~tank ditches, and
the horder during the past month in addition to a €lp
existing canal, .

* The exact number of irrequlars invoived in Irania
opsrations is unknown, but apparently at least equal

the Iranian

troons

4 vehicles
ructaed an
herms along
oding an

military
to the

N

number of reqular troops involved in any offensive.
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Iran also may launch diversionary attacks along
east of Al Amarah and near Nasr~e Shirin, 0nly modes
forces axe stationed in these locations and the attad
limived, ‘

Iran will attack all along the border opposite B
its main effort will be along three axes. An Iranian
division has been concentrated opposite & weakpoint |
defenses about 45 kilometers northeast of Basrah wher
anti~tank ditch and trenches are incomplete, Once th
“gap” in the defenses the division probably will try
Iraqi defenders to the north and south, The division
try to reach the bridges across the Shatt al Arab an
flooded canal nsrtheast of the city, key choke point

A second thrust probhahly will he made by two inf
divisions closer to the Shatt al Arab. %he northern
these two divisions will try to reach the hridges ac%

lines of retreat,

‘£looded canal, vhile the southern most dfvision trie
south of the cainal. An advance of about ten kilomet
the canal would flank nearly all Iraqi defenses farth

fﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁ}the roads leading from Basrah to the Iragi f{

A third, and probably less intense push, likely
by an armored divisjion against the Iraqi forces fartH
along the border. The attack will be aimed at pinnir
forces, Tehran probably does not expect a breakthroy
heoause Iraqi defenses in Eﬁis sector are well prepa:

Iran probably will not push beyond the Shatt al
opposite Basrah, in the initial phases of its attack

the border
t Iranian
ks will he

asrah, hut
arnored

n Iraq's

e both the
rouagh this
to rolleun
also may
across the
on Iraql

antry

most of

0s8s the

to advance
rs south of
er north and
orces,

will he made
est north

g down these
aqh here

ed, \:’

Arab
unless the

Iraqis collapse quickiy,

There is no indication that

Iranlans are preparing the types of bridges needed tg¢
Shatt, 1In addition, if the Iranians encounter stubbg
resistance and the fighting is prolonged, Tehran's fq¢

need time to reqroup and resupply hefare crossing the Shatt,

the

) cross the
yrn lraqi
)rces would

The Iranians probahly hope that an advance to t

e Shatt anA

a ¢rushing defeat for the Iraqi Army will spark a coup against

Baddam Hussein or possihly a Shia uprising in Basrah
event Iranian units could enter the city unopposed,

in that

In any case, \

the city, Iraq's second larqest, would he comvletely|at the mercy
of Iranian artillery tire from across the Shatt. AT
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Should Szddam not f£a1l, the Irsnizn: 111 have t
whether to cross the Shatt or to move forces north an
Iraq east of Al Amarsh or nely Tosioo Tniut . T the
cross the Shatt they likely will swing south and west
to surround it. They probahly will try to avoid a di
on the city itself to avoid inflicting a larqge number
casualties on Iraqi Shia civilians~=the very people I
to be liberating-~and to avoid costly street fighting
advance south and west of the city probably would res
numhers of Iraqi c¢ivilian 2nd military refuaees fleel
Kuwait, Iranian forces arriving at the Kuwaiti bhorder
Iranians moving into Iraq's main oilfields In the sou

Unless the Jragl Army coilapses, théze is almost
of an Iranian advance toward the Shia holy shrines at
Karbala.or an advance on Baghdad in the nsar term bec

loqistic difficulities.

..
.

Iragl Prospects =~ = . T

e = o —

6 Amcide

4 push iInto
Iranians do
of the city
rect assault
of

ran claims

b An ,
ult in larqge
hg into

, and the
kh.

no chance
Najaf or
ause of

of £ defeat rest on th
crucial mistakes and
not good,

Irag's chances of staving
fts commanders to avold making
of its troops. The ocutlook is
not made any move to close the "gap" in their defens
the possiblity exists that the weakvolint is actually
is not likely based on Iraq's performance in the war
Baghdad also has let the Iranians achieve a numerica
in arcvillery, and Iranian use of artillery is fayr mo
than Iraq's., Moreover, the Iradqis may have failed t
substantially reinforce their armored units around B
orack Infantry troops, a crucial falling in past bat

Although reporting has been contradictory, Iraq
morale probably has improved somewhat since the with
Iran and Baghdad's forces will be defending their ow

for the first time in the war,

Nonethelwss, morale

ability of
n the woiale

Iraqi commanders have

s. Althouagh
a trap, this
thus far.

superioricty o

e effective

srah with
les,

troop

rawal from
territory
i1} plummet

guickly should the Iranians achieve a breakthrough a
units once again find themselves ocutflanked, forced
or surrounded,

If the Iraqis hold inititally, however, a long
battle is likely to ensue, The concentration of Ira
around Basrzh is greater than in any previous battle
numbers of reinforcements are available and concentr
artillery fire and bombing attacks could inflict mas
on the Iranians and force Tehran to rethink its stra

hd Iraql
o retreat,

rveling

nNi forces
. Larqe

ated

fve } ‘
ceav. ||

'
!
H
»
i [ T N R
b - ' il
R Y S . y ‘;re R
'

RECRE®—




- "l -
R .

— Foriiticotions

- we w Foriifsations under
conuirvclion '

i Antitank ditch
278 Yesritory held by lrag

. .
g
RN
i
o T
. 13
.
]
L]
“
.
.
.
1
.

e

e

L

gy ,, AL
- I Y e :
IR\ VAR
SRy

. "\ 7 ‘$

Pe

P (SRR I Y !'1"“".:'

t, . [IACAIN
LR AN Y
. . (4
e re g e 4
ot )
. v N -
1 DL . )
.
. .
-
vy :
L
LS
o
.
o '
. A
¢
-
.
f




