R A ST

i~ "APPROVED FOR RELEASEC |
o DATE: 08-21-2011 5

Radm contact was lost at 4 p.m, Thurs:
day as the 'SR 71‘ passed -west. of -Las"
Vegas on test mission,. The Alr Force.:
' sﬁmd the plane had only enOugh fuel re-
a.'nmg for another hour- of fhght |

The : SR 71, des1gned for . world-wrde
strategw reconnalsqance,” fhes hlgher
‘than ' 16 jmiles” at"2, 500 miles per: ‘hour, -
.o close» to four trmes the ‘speed of“

¢
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Air Force offmals at Edwards had el
b (’Dmment on the super spy plane’s “dig
appearance other than that. the searct

was contmually 'in progress

r.'. N Laan

2

A]thcmgh the SR- 71 fhes on- the ed
“of space; Air Force: offxcxals said- it 'was,
"'unfea51ble” that the craft could- escape -

Mystery deepened yesterday arOun -_sensmve mfra red heat

the drsappearance over:: SOuthern Nevad

mxles of ‘terrain for every hour ‘the plane }
s, dloft, “according to statistics réleased
bv Presidént Johnson in 1064 when he .,
nnOunced development of the plane'

rom Edwards crashed on a rOck
plareau near Albert, N.M." One- test pllc
" as kxlled ‘and another balled out: safel

X Pmducnon of the SR- 71 sooM 1 made the
i famoiis  U-2 ..gbsolete.. - Lockheed  also °
:manufac_ture . .-h,e ear-li.e'r-. spy','ptahe

Onlv ' Timited numhm ol SR have:
Al pmrml i aparation. Onn sdwdron_ ;(”*5 Veqﬂ\s S()//
11 38 di(" Alr Favea k("f’ nea r;
i Movihern folife rnv:,‘_"‘lre” /46
& '%ui &4 T—U"\'r”\iu Af \‘«‘a".'* : b Jnﬁ/ 7
usnd fOr fnrthor exoer memauon R

~down.on a ﬂ\cd course. search plane
-and  routine” mrhtary txammg fllght
ied 15 nt Any sigh of \s;ewka"e

Tie Afe Fieg |

Logk w siviag emplaye of Lo chnced Au‘"!
craft Cotp., desig gner and bujlder ‘of the:d

4 v

earth- shakmg sonic’ brmms in Las Vegai i
when 'jt- passed. on ‘the’ same- track rorx‘
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away, the Air Force reported

i“Saturday. - "
&% The body of Walter L. Ray, .33 of
’7900 Farralone St, Canoga Park , -
a ‘was sighted by a search aircraft.in .
‘desolate country east of Le1th Satur-
£ day.
It was four miles southeast of the
former railroad: section town that
searchers Friday saw the wreckage -
-of the javelin-shaped SR-71, fastest .
- operational aircraft in the world. It

..-;-",

afternoon.

Leith, 90 miles ‘northeast of.Las
-'»Vecras an intensive air and ground
_’earch was begun for-the pilot. .

o .. Ground Team Reaches Scene ' .
E The body of ‘Ray, a test pilot. for,{
v.Lockheed Aircraft Corp, which
.“made the plane, was ‘seen from the

B afterward.
¥ The Air Force said- the specific-*
‘; cause of death was not determined.
~ had éjected.

his mother, Mrs.
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" 0. Ray, Orange; and a sister, Elmore
¢ Cealka, Elkhart Ind. '

Spokesmen at Edwards dechned
“to.say why discovery. of the wreck-:
_age was not revealed until Saturday
“"° An Air Force team of 1nvest1gator
~has been dispatched to.conduct an
;_mvestlgatlon 1nto the cause “of the',
crash tees et e e _j':r:s;_,'*g_-‘f"_,
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‘ Canoga Park Cw lian'ﬁ.:‘
;.ls_ Victim in Crash.of 1| "< 77
Z000MPH.Crft |

The wreckage ‘of an exper1-.l,
mental triplesonic - reconnalssance.-. G
- jet from Edwards Air Force Basé - |
" was located near an abandoned ..
}town in Nevada, and the body of. -
“its civilian pilot .was found 10 miles .

- near -Leith, Nev:,  where wreckcge :
_of SR-71. expenmentol reconnais- X
- sance Jet wos found by_Alr Force. ?

 WRECKAGE SlTE—Map shows site

T'mes map 6

had been- mlssmg since Thursday .

, Lockheed crewmen ejected over
After discovery of the plane near -"New Mexico and the craft reported—
1y landed almost intact, hitting soft
ug‘earth in virtually level flight: One .
- test pilot-was k1lled and the other

. gurvived:

delta wing design. The slim forward " *
‘triangle of the wing extends to the
# air late Saturday. A ground rescue .
team reached- the scene shortly -

" the front. .- K

" It-declined to say whether the pllot
Ray leaves his wife, Dlane Carole L

.Thelma Amelia ;- 7. .
¢ Ray, Havana, Ill; a brother, Vernony 7
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The SR-71 1ncorporates a douhle-

tip -of the nose section to give the i
fuselage boat-hke appearance from

R v el ey a,‘.\

‘An Edwards spokesman sa1d Ray
had " sufficient fuel for only 90 mi- -}
nutes of flight in the SR-71 after
the, plane Was, last reported Thurs- ‘
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ﬁ “The* hlghly secret ZOOO-mphW
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- plane powered by two huge jet en-,
; gines, was described by Pre31dent
Johnson in 1964 as the most ad--

; "speeds more than three times that of

&
Fe
&

L\,lowed to be photographed at close

l
;
%
.vanced in the world,  capable ofﬁ

»sound and. altitudes’ of ‘more than ;’
80 000 feet. ’

Secrecy has surreunded the came—-
i ra- carrying aircraft which is not al-"7

‘range.” The 100-foot-long, jet black | -
 plane is ‘widely  considered a super. .}

! spy plane successor ‘to the U-2 type i
v ,reconna1ssance plane. in which "*

Amerlcan Francis’ Gary Powers was
shot down over.Russia in 1960. - . |

One other. SR-71 crashed but was
not destroyed last- February Its two .
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rBy‘ COLIN 'MCKINLAY .|

-sance plane was located 3

‘|'wards " identified the pilot ds
.| Walter L. Ray, 33, of Canoga L
| Park, Calif. Search. parties| - .

IN@ @ue
As. To

R-J Associale Edlfor .

The body of the pllot of
,the super - secret - An'
'Force photo - reconnais-.

.Saturday afternoon about..

three  miles -from .the?

wreckage, 90 miles north
-east of ,Las Vegas. ™
‘Officials at ~ Edwards *

Alr :
X

Force base sald that the planel-,
&lwas an. SR-71, capable of S €
:ling 2,000 mlles per hour énd

an 80,000 ft:-ceiling. ' i
AII‘ Force* off1c1als “at- Ed

found " his . body about .3 p.m.:
It was not known if his para-
chute had opened. - . ¥
The multi-million dollar. plane
crashed Friday near Leith;;
Nev., 'an - abandoned section?
station - of “the Union Pac1f1c§
Raxlroad . Air Force officials”
found the wreckage Friday; buti
w1thheld ~'announcement until
Saturday “The' craft’ had” been

§ nmissing . since, Thursday.... S

!
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‘| plane, ‘which. was . four miles

‘;parachute should - have opened
lat. 16,000 feet.

found ‘a 60—member search ipar-
ty’from Las Vegas ‘was about
{thalf-way " to Cahente In the
|group were military personnel,
Clark County Sheriff’s - Deput-
jes and members of- the Sher-
gxffs Jeep Posse. .’

‘of several days..
Aircraft Corp.

amined the wreckage, and then
military personnel " placed - a
tight rmg of securlty around
It
2 There were some reports that
the plane was not an SR—T71,

ibut some. other secret Air Forcel?

plane ~*but Col. James. Smith,

‘AFB, where the flight - 0!‘101-
nafed denied .this. -

worldwxde reconnaissance, ac-.
.cording . to an announcement
of the: craft made July’ 24 1964
by Pre51dent Johnson o

‘| southwest of Leith. - Searchers|
- ‘|said that Ray ejected. from the|;
: ;plane at. 45,000 feet, ‘and -his

- At the time the' b.ody was :

..The .search party consnstedf
'. of 16 vehicles and enough -equip-{
ment' for a -sustained - search:

THE DEAD pxlot was a c1v11- :
|ian employed by the Lockheed,

- An " An_' Force -_spokesman:
said that a helicopter. crew ‘ex-|;

information officer at Edwards i

. THE. SB—71 is- capable of:

o Rk S a".‘..-...w

(/- 'RAY’S BODY was located|
E about three ‘miles” west of "the
¥
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I © By COLIN MeKINLAY'

R.-J Associate Editor -

CALIENTE — More than a|

week has passed since* _the
crash of a\secr et U.S. Air Force
spy plane 'sotithe0f here,. but
the normally quiet Meadow Val-
{ley. Wash is a hive of. activity
by the military. - ;.
THEY’RE . . LOOKING for a
needle in a- haystack — a foot-
long camera’ which apparently
pepped off the wmg ot the

000 milée-an-hour reeonnaissance
plane when it crashed into ‘the
side of a mountain, four miles
southwest of Leith,” Jan. ‘5.

“The .camera . may . provide

'some_key to.the crash of the

plane, ‘which was' fatal to its
pilot, ‘Walter L.. Ray, 33, em-
ployed by : the Lockheed Air-
craft- Corp Or it may be a
part of the SUper - secret equip-

»4me‘nt,_th'e craft uses to spy on

the earth from altltudes of 80-
000 ft.

This community - Is bu]gmg
with Air Force persennel. Every
guest room in town is full.. By
day, they search, and by mght
they rest. oo

AR\’{ED GUARDS stop motor—
ists in the Meadow Valley Wash
and interview them. Southbound
travelers get their first inkling

, Rallroad

bound motorists - are’ stopped 4
near Carp. Both locations aress:
small " section statxons on the '
main line ef the Umon Pac1f1c:

The A1r Force has also‘
brought in construction equip-’
ment to build five miles of dirt
road from Kane ‘Springs Wash £

that somethmg is amiss when!: ¥

\tx..-l‘w t{

1" AN 5
Recennalssance 5
sP]ane Mlssmg g

Near Las Vcaas

& EOWARDS 'AFB, Calit, (UPI)' )
; ':'A sleek, black. SR7L Aircraft

ta sophisticated and advancec
tvpe of strategic reconnalssance
Lplane was missing and pre
‘sumed down' in .Nevada, the
AII‘ Force reported Friday..
“THE 'SR71," more _versatlle
than the U2 spy-‘plane which
was. shot down over Russia, wa§
‘believed down in a. remote area
east of Las Vegas,” - . -3
- An Air . Force spokesman at
this spxaw]mg flight resear('h
center 100 ml]es north of Los
‘kngeles said’ {he craft was on
4. routine test flight .from: Ed
v.'ards Thur%duy when 1t dxs-

appearcd %
LAS Vg,qs Sl

(See SEEK Page 4)
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N (Commued from Page 1)
. to " the: mountain where . the
" plane crashed so the'parts can
be trucked out. Big “Low Boy"

trucks,. empty, stand in vacant
. lots here -as reminders of the
»trucked in equipment.
v “ “WE’RE GOING to get. that
 plane - out, no matter what it.
. costs,” ”one mlhtary" man re-

SRS

‘A re51dent of thls bown said,
“We've had a number of mili-
fary alrplane crashes around
here, but we’ve never seen any-
thing like the security for- tlns
crash.”-

Ranchers on - horseback are
even being employed by the Air.
Force to -search the rugged
mountains for the mlssmg cam-

"era The plane h1t a mountam

I:'t‘» S ”"'*=. J
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~{been removed the same way.

| cations that the plane may not. ;

" A HELICOPTER hab already
.removed the spy ‘plane’s can--
Y opy. The body of the pilot, who
“apparently iejected “and was
found :several miles ‘west of the |

e

|'some . unofficial . talk around

! stares from -official ‘sources: “,‘i
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cragh scene, is believed to have -

“"There were even -some indi-

liave even been the one the Air -
Force said it was. There was i

town that the craft was one not'},
previously acknowledged as be-:3
ing among the Air Force ‘Arsen
al, but this. brought only blank %

b T e g e T e A S

. ‘THEIR BEST e)\planatlon was ; .
{ that * some military ‘men - wer \f

using 1ncorrect d%lgnatlons
their conversations. -

. A ‘tragedy has resulted in: an“
unseasonal economic boom mq

.vCahente, and how long 1t will: 4
last may depend on the recov %

T e sl .\»- - » .
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2:"‘he SR 'stands for strateglc re-'y

| known as the YF-12, when it is*
;| used for other purposes. -

/| the - existence ‘of the. craft on

~ture,:’ “one.. report stated i

with about a . 45-degree sIope,
and this should give the: road- .
building engineers of the’ Air-
Force some difficulties.

+About 80 men are constantly i
- |moving in and out: of the com:
munity.: Few of them will say, g
anything. - v

“It hasn't been- like other ;
crashes,” said one resident.
“Everything is hush, hush.” =

RANCHERS GET %5 a day ;
for the use of & horse. - ‘,.i

The plane- was 1dent1‘1ed by 4
the. Air Force "as the SR-71. J

conriaissance. The plane is also
Sad

" President Johnson announced

July 24, 1964, but little is known

| of its capabilities. It is an’ ex-d

otic  successor to.the- notorlous
U2 spy pIane shot down over:;
Russia, . A A
- The- mqu1s1t1ve An' Force per—}
sonnel in, Meadow Valley WashJ
talk- to all travelers They are
very, pohte but want _to Lnow
all--about everyone s busmess
and destination in. the area. l-f-~;
‘“They even went out and in--
terviewed one rancher who..
was ..working #in._ his . own pa 5
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