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Korern Fiecld Intelligence

This »1.1 serve to confirm adonduy's convers:=ti.n during
which I geve you s brief outiine o results zo f-r obt:ilned from
our vr.risug interviews om the -bove subject. The:e o :irnions -;;:ly
rarticularly to northwest Xores in which region the various inter-
viewees resided for meny vears. Ihey msy be suma.rized ua followss

1. 4 white nen, regerdless of ;revious famili rity with
the coumtry, would have wirtually no chence of survival for any
useful veriod of time if sent in under present conditions,

£, A netive-born Koresn with certsin juslificstions, se
shecified hereaft:r, would heve = frir chance of keeping alive and
heing of sore use.

People with whom thils subject wss discussed were &3
followsl

- ‘ \ and |

7 " Bath these men vere tsttached to the Meryknoll
Catholie ¥ission in Koreaz »nd lived in the northwestern region
for shou returning to this country on the Gri;shola
in 1942, hed his own ¢ar in which he triveled
frequently from his Chukochin Misslic o He Shinglshu nnd
other parts of northwest Korea, wes sn Architect
rnd grent most of his time in the erection of =ission bulldings.
In connection with thig he orerszted hls ovn su;;ly truck,

LV]

|ws: for twenty yesrs in
Xorea working under the sus:ices of the rresbytsrisn Bosrd of
Forelgn sisafi-ns. He wss stitioned Iin Rok:#i .nd is genernlly
fsmiilsy with the surrounding country. He returned to the United
St tes in 1340.

N~

\ wis 8 Methodlst misslonsry
who returned to this country In 1941, &ft:r & reszidence of 28 yesrs
in the Helfo sres of Xorea. His pirticulesr jJob wos the estsblish-
ment and mansgement of prim-ry zndé sccondery schools. In this
connectisn he often traveled to otner ;arts of the country
elthough his grectest familiusrity is of course with his own
fmmedicte #res.
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L is & te~ecning mexher of
the H- no {25!l n Boclety =n: for {iiteen verrs wiss st:tio: od
at Youngyw, sprroximstely twenty wlies from Heijo. [he returned

to this country on tho Gripsholm in 194i,

Index ali:s on all af the foregoing :re sttached and will
provide you with r.re cet2iied bilogrs; hies. Here-fter in this
mepmorandur re’rrence to syecific opinions will he mode by index
nunbers,

" undertaeking

would meet with nlmost {mcedi:te disaster, " grve such an
agent & belter chanee 2f survivil but even he w.: cecldedly doubt-
ful, feealing thzt 1t would be oniy = =i tter of time, and ;erhe;s o
sh>rt time, before the zvent wus discovered by tie 3rpancse.

The -rinedpal ressong For tneze o-inions  ret

1., The close surveill:ance over tne local jpopjul: tion whieh
is zrintiined by the J panese=Rorecti police. Thie control is sove-
whet stricter in nortowest Korez thin in the centrel ond southorn
regisong s the rres Llr regnrded £y more snti-J:pznese than other
secti>ne, As z result the controlg :re very strict snd of course
inciude the P20 Chis systen to which pigild edherence is ingisted
upon. This =zystem, which consists of forming every comrunity into
groups of ten femiiles or multi;les trhereof with one msn ss leader
in erch group, reculres that the ,resence of an unregistered
individual in & given house be re;orted to the police within B4
hours, This aprlies to »ny individuals, however close & relative
or however transient 2 visitor, znd the penciities for nuoncompli-
ange vith the regulation :re very severe, '

2+ The belief th:t very lew ioresns could be trusted
under existing conditinons nt to denounce sn occident:l to the
auttorities. In the oriniosn of our interviewees this would apply
even though such 2 man hud been well :nd favorsbly kXnuen to them
for years prior to the wzr, This is due to the long peri:d of
Jxnenese dominstion enc their close ;ollce suervision, which hes
lovered the ~crale of the people to & ;o!nt where littia or no
4

reliince could be plsced u, on them to This
o-inion wre strongly held b szublects snd
L]

g GRentgs Subjects | |
[:::::::}werc however &ii of the o iri:n that uncer certain oir-
cumsisnces exiled Xoremsns mizht be used as intelligence agents.
Aside from the suestion of basic rellubliity, such nen should

rot hzve been sawsy from Xores too long, 1.e., not over seven or
efght vears, 2nd sh:uid heve close fxxi.y ties whieh they noine
t:ined s long #» communicoti-n wes jossible. In other words,
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thelr om field of operztions would hzve to be confined to the
ener:l -rea of their own town or vill:ige =x trney would have to
opend for protection and hel) upon the loyelty of relatives with
‘whor the ties of blood would outtclgh the very recl elecant of
denger 1n caoncexling a nonregistered individusl. This vould wean
that such Korean rgents would be strictly limited in their own
personal moverments while 1n the country, but it 1s thought that they
wvould be able to obtsin wvxlusble second-h:nd informatim end
estahlish ~ources of future intelligence, using closze relatives for

the purpose,
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