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: tiﬁc success. 4

‘descent, "Although the Soviets ‘originally claim

renched the ‘surface of the planet, there aro ex
-cellent reasons to believe that this was not the case

The Soviets announced that the 2,438~poundg
alt. had - sclentific: equipment on ‘board ; to”
"out'a wide programof ‘scientific’ research |
in_ space durmg the flight”; and, “to gather inform
tion about the cloud- curtamed planets atmosph
and radiation.” " . - -

The Venus 4 misslon was an outstanding scicn ‘
Reliable communications were mal--

~.the 350-million kilometer voyage_-‘_
‘Data -were.

‘énded -on 18 'October 1967, .

gatherlad and relayed to earth throughout the long’

flight and 'valuable information on the atmosphere s OVIET PRESS COMMENTS

of: Venus .was obtained during the capsule’s’ slo

that thecapsule contthued to' operate until’ {

The Soviets most likely anticipated far less pres

sure than actually exists ‘on-the surface and there

are indlcations that the capsule failed structurally
befure reaching the surface.. The reason for the,
original Soviet landing claim was probnbly due’ to
8’ ‘ndsinterpretauon of the radar aIﬁmotex data,
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18 juno-—'l‘ha Sovist Unlon today launched a
rocket with an amitomate interpladetary station welgxlng

71,108 kilograms in the direction of Venus. The launching
- took place at 0450 Moscow time. The last stage of the -
: rocket was at first brought to an orbit of an artificlal earth - -

satellite, and then was launched from that orbit and brought
into space fight. The flight of the eutomatic station to

. Veous will Jast for more than four months, - . .
. The aittomatic” station Venus 4 is -moving along [}
: tn]ectory close to the intended one. By 1400 Moscow time.
- on 12 June 1067 the station was at-a distance of 112,000 -
. kilomoters over a point on earth with the coordinates 70

degross 18 sinutes eastern’ longitude and 6. degrees 29 :

~minutes; southern latitude. .- All- the equipment on' boarG
-the: aittomatic’ station’ Venus ‘4 s functioning normally.

"The' sefentific oquipment on board the automatio sta

tlon"Venus 4'will carry cut & wide pro a?nm of sclentifio re-

sedirch -in-space_during the fight.- T emetric, measuring,

‘anid .aclentific- apparatus’will \be switched-on adutomatically .
.in ‘accordance .with the ‘program of the fight va.nd also-on

commands by the radlo from
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long and ifBcult trlp to Vents, the closest but stith
ono ' of :the: most mysterious planets of the

perpetually c]oud-covm'ed globe, © For
nly. recent: radio -locatidn: established -that: Ve

ient Ls‘the fourth Soviet atﬁemp to;

study'the planet by meane’;of - rockets :
decessors by a somewhat greater weigh

continue’ for, more than four months, ! Extenxlv

observations are -to"be  conducted in_ cuter spa

At reachesIts ' destination, . The. matter 1s” that it

“yet known'about ‘the physical conditions .of fight in th

expanses’ of_ the;_.unlverse. and- he:eln Ties one. of tho difft

Some’ inexpllcable dlsruptions in radio_com
munlcadom uting 'approaches to the planet were observed
ag- previoy ‘experiments.: As in previcus fiights,’da
trafectory. measutements will be accumulated within th
next fow months which are Important for the study of the’
probleim ‘of: super long-distance measurements. - As to the:
penetration Into, the "planet’s secrets, it will take more than
oo launching for Venus.to become familiar torritory. .
] july-During fts month-long flight the “Venera 4”.
itomatic ‘station has moved -from the earth a distance of
about”.8 - million - kilometers, “Twenity radlo contacts have
been’ effocted during this perfod. A-large amount of tele- :
motric data on the physical processes taking place in outer
space and os the functioning of tho station's lmhumentat!on
kyslems was recelved during these contacts, * <7
ccording to tolemotdc data, all on-board equ{pment is
working normally, and the pressure_and temperature {nsid
¢ station “are  within- the prescribed limits, -, Cuiddnce of
the. ﬂlght of .the atation and the operation of all of its on:
board -syitems; and- Instruments s accomplished. by “radlo
cmitman_ch from' the earth and autonomously by on-board
programmed tming devices, " *Venera 4, according to data
from  the spocial measurement comples, i3 moving along a
jectory close to. thait calculated. x

18 j‘uly—-At 1600 ‘hours Moscow time on 14 ]uly 1967._ .
*Venera 4" was’ at a distance of 8 milllon 320 thousand
Klometers fmm the earth and over a polnl on dxo earths

C rdanqo. th*the ﬂfght pmgmm ~All fnformation re-
ed from the ‘station is- being’ processcd -and reduced at‘ .
th coordinaﬁon-computation center.

Th fistruments  of the . landing’ appa.mhu conducted'
tinuous - stable . measurements ‘and transmission to . the -
earth of the patameters of the atmasphere for an bour and -

@ half on'a stretch 'of 25 Klometers.': = i
t 0734 hours oscowtime,lheVonuslcnlered the.

--atmosphers of . Venus: at the second cosmic speed and th

aclentific - laboratory : detached :itself from the station. and”

startod . its"; descent. " After ' derodynamic braking’ of the . .

apparatus In. the' ‘atmosphere, the automatic pmchuto sys- -
tem took” over ‘and. its continued gradual daean ln_;he.-'-

. atmosphiers of Verus. .

Venus' 4. covered” about’ SSO.Mon H]mt«a before

'-I'reachlng the planet. . In the course of its four-month Blght'-

the ‘station sent back extensive information about the physi-
¢al’ propérties of: cuter space. - On’ approaching Venus, the -
station ; recordod - the ‘absence ‘of any noticeable - “magnetio
Reld. or radistion belts sround the planet.i A weak h: :
stected.’. The resulty of the station’s sclentific
observations ‘are’ balng'procmed snd wiIl be made pubuo. L







