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HE PRESIDENT ONLY

1. MAJOR PROBLEMS.

MipbLE EasT

Israeli officials continue to express their concern

publicly over an alleged buildup of Arab ‘50X1
terrorists in southern Lebanon. 50X1
apparently in the hope that their 50X1

warning of. retaliation in the event of terrorist attacks

will be passed on to Beirut.

The Lebanese Government maintains tha£ 1t is doing’its
best té block the terrorists coming ' in frém'Syria and Jordan.
Beirut claims, however, that because of the difficult ter-
rain considerably more forces than are avéilablé& would be

required to round up those on-Lebanese soil.

The Soviets apparently are preparing defenses for the

Aswan Dam » : 50X1

Some. 300 S0X1
Soviet military engineering corps personnel reportedly ar-
riv,ed in Egypt early in December to work on.the fortifica-
tions as well as to construct an early warning system on the
Red Sea coast.
50X1
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In early November, the Soviet

'ambassador was said to have remarked that the Aswan Dam was

"the apple of the Soviet eye" and that the Russians meant
to protect it even if it meant Soviet personnel had to man

the defenses.

EuroPE

The. new East German restrlctlons on the travel of West
German officials to West Berlin w111 have llttle practlcal
effect on the meeting in the city of the Federal,Assembly on

5 March. In effect, the ban means only that gafticipants

will have to travel by air, something most of thém were prob-

»
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ably .going to do in any case, since the East Germans  can pre-

vent access by land at any time,

The préhibitioﬁ ééainst the trénsit of aééeﬁbly‘ﬁ;mgérs
is about the strongest aétion the Eaéfyéermané.cénffgké’by
theﬁseiﬁes withoﬁt incﬁrring thé‘risk-df rééaliéfioﬁ. We
havé no indication that thé SdViéts will sancﬁion East Ger-
man harassment of flighté to Westfﬁerlin,-alfhdugh we do
Béiie&e that yesterdaY's move wasvcodrdinated Wiﬁh'the Rus~
sians. Thé announcéﬁént-éf the'réétrictions probably {s;in-
tended to.set the stage for a massive East German'propagaﬁda
war of nerves against the Federal Assembly meeting, against
the'sanctioning of this meeting by the Western Allies, and.

against alleged "misuse" of air corridors to the city.

FOR 77312IUQEST[)EIJI”()PLLX’

50X1
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The-ground war fighting remained relatively light over
the weekend. Communist activity was highlighted by several
terrorist and sapper incidents in Saigon and a number of
rocket and mortar attacks on allied positions in. various

areas of.the country.

i ' ‘ 50X1
II, OTHER IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS

N1GERIA
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