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1. DIr George Hatem has been associated with the Chinese Communist movement
since 1936 and he is a dedicated, humble msn- who- has contributed immensely
to the quality of health care prevailing in the People s_Republic of China
(PRC) today. Due to Dr Hatem's desire for anonymity and his reluctance ,
to accept publicity, many people liave speculdbted as to what his actual
position in the FRC is. He recenily grented an interview (
but only after Chou En-lai instructed him to do so. (b)(3)

2. According to Dr Hatem, the only trble he possesses is tha.t of Medical
Doctor. He is not the Minister of Public Health in the PRC; he is not a
Communist Party functionary,. even though ke is a Party member; and he is
not the head of the Fu Chen Men Wai Hospital in Peking. He is a special~
ist in derma:bology, venersalogy, leprosy, and social epidemiology. Currently
he is specializing in oceupational dermatosis,y Due TO Dis hmn:.l:.gty, his
desire to serve his fellow man, and because he-is not a native born Chinese,
he has shunned sny position of leadership within the governmentel hierarchy.

3./ His specialization in social epidemiology is one reason speculation has
arisen concerning hi§ position within the Ministry of Public Healths He
developed the current system of public health and he is responsible for
the curtailment of the serious contagious diseases that plagued China for
centuries. He travels to - skeas of China at least once a -year to
ensure that the quality of public health is continuing at & high level.
Despite the lack of a title, he is recognized throughout the PRC, and 11"
health officials implement his suggestions :lmmed:.a:bely.

4, Dre Hatem claims that degenerative d:.sea.ses are becoming a larger problem
- ‘than they have been in the past. These diseases are increasing in the
larger cities but not in the countryside Several factors are caus-
_ ing the increase: the tempo of life has become faster; the population is’
living longer; and famines, and pestilence are taking less of a toll.
In addition to the degenerative diseases, schistosomiasis is a major problem
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in the southern part of the PRC. No solution has been déveloped to comtrol
this disease although a high priority has been assigned to th,e _effort. -

; - ) . R . . .
5. Dr. Hatem reluctantly discussed a few aspects of political life in the
PRC. He stated that Communism has not beeh achieved as yet but steady
progress is being imade toward that goal. His salary is higher than his
son's because the stage of society is now such that eéach receives according
to his ability; not according to his needs. The Culdural Revolution served
a3 & purificdtion of the ranks so now the majority of the masses share the
-same goel of achieving full Comunism. The Caltural Bevolution also pro-
vided a conbinuity to the system that was lacking before, and this will not
be altered with the death of Mio or Chou. ’
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