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: r:\.ghts wag3il legalg_bacauae
- hold the,leelmnr,;Constituti

of the I‘ina1~ solut.;q e

tnd nobody wWanted thea to have any.iuflusncej everyone wanied them to
go back where they had ocome -from,.. But.nobody wanted.to.lkill them,. -
: Then ;Alfried; sKrupp.von -Sohlem und-Halbah wes ‘asked. to- comment .

on Hitleris antlsamitiorprogram An . Nuernbarg, ‘he.hade the; following :-::nn .

highly signizioantrstatement.\; Ifi-you are:going . to,buVi good hovse, o
wou have to-scoept.a.-few shortoomings 83, part-of ‘the; harga1n.9 e -
These-shortcomings were aocepted;almost without. obj ection,. at |

least for the momeati of course,’ ‘the solution of the Jewish proolem, )
such as it .was plaaned.by.”Good Horse" Hitler,.was.enly revesled grnd-'
ually. The first, looally.limited, persocutions-rin Fabruary ead I&u‘ch

1¢33 consisted of an mssaull on e Dresden syrnagogue and ‘of & par*v-g,z.s .
controlled.-boyoott ofi:Jewish.stores on 1. April 1833 ‘which was; iexpressly

. approved by:BishoniD.:Otto. D*oelms- thowe. initial, meesures.were.fol~.

‘iowed by a poriocd. of several years in wh.mh action abainsththe Jews--.- .
took the form: of. lews..and .regulations, passed. by : the governnent,. Jewish
eivil servants werenretireq befora- the,r tlme;r;ater on,rthey ware
deprived of their retirement pey, University professors were. firad
lawyers. ‘rrere~disbarred,, .and Jewizh. public h.ea.ltb sernce phvsicans -
were allowed to treet only Jowa. | . e

The most; important step.along . these linea: was vepresnnted by
tha Maernberg laws:of 15 -September 1985

.The "Reicn:Citiranship Law! distingnished batwaenaoitizeus of
Germer or- re’ated ‘blood,:on: tha. other -hand, .axcd alien. subjeotb. -
i.e., Jews and. Gypsies ~- on the other hand' in practiod, ;this.- law
oreated: tvo:classes (o2, -human: bemcs. SREETN LT repeRe g 2gie i
' Then -thore Wis:che "Law on the. Proteotion of-German Blood and
Cerman Honouuwhioh ,farbade me._r'ita.l -and - extramaritul re"atiom. betWGw“l
.,hese two newly creeted classes of citikens; such> re"e.tions were. ca.ucd

racial disgr&:erand.were liable to;severs; DuniBhMGﬂtowrﬂ $on e

‘This:progrsm for. str:mping Geman .J ewish- pitizans@ot‘qthairfclvil
sHitd er, in: 1933,;‘hadu__ aken.: ”nqoathi_tm up= .
] ‘which'rruaranteed 1ly 18 g’ualnrights..
This" legal-111egalbprogram«expressed cnly theaminimum requirements., ey
of uha :re.ce fanatios which wareupublished primarilv.in Der.: Stuermer,"ﬁ--
seirc ions. : 436, Ooofﬁoopies o
d prima::ilyms-(a -meeas., £o;, aooeleraterth

‘_.

Il ?

On. 7., hovemb

st.vom{RnthJin Paris ;,th‘s:mas,, the ~.incident ,;

.-__\. DI

wha.ch the antisamites mho: 'f-'er'.

persecutlon ofrthe Jews'.‘bega.n e i e RPN ,..;.;\— Canold

Oon 11;November 1938,: L.eydrich raported to:Gooringlb‘ 'One,
hundred and nmty—one synagopgues;iwere s6t,on fire’ -and! anotheii' 6
dostroyed. completely. wAbout (20, 000 Jews ,.,sevan:nryans,'::
foreigners vere: arrested. ’He he.ve reports on: o8 ;deaths and;SS;
seriously injurad. ST Tl e e
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The wmofficial revenge £or the ‘sKooting by Grynszpan:during the

il "nizhts -ofbroken’ glass" ‘on 9" Hovember 1938 was followed by official
' action. ct 12 ~November. Goering. ‘then-etill -the number-two man. in theé -

government,’ 'vm.s ordéred: by Hitler to‘organizethio- "goerdinated. and-
comprehensive liquidation ‘o "tlie Jewishiiproblem. Ther rasult was there” -

for enyone.to read in: thewReiahageeetzblatt (Reich Lagal C-azette)

!
|
i : _ (Fovembér and ‘Docerb er 1938) .~ - -

i ! ©RLY Jawish én¥erprieses were imadiately to ‘be ‘handed over to.

Aryan’ managors wi'bh the stipulation "hat the'y we,ra to bevsold ..o

non~J ews g5
The< anti—-Gev-man" attitute of the Germnn'Ja’vs wes punishec. b ¥

makm*-the J ews oontribute one bi.;lion ma.r}:s 3 this -sum wes used for

armament purnoa e8.
- "THE ‘insurance companies were nat nllawed to repay: the Jaws i‘or -
the damaZes. they had" suffered‘”rrun the SA: tha Jé ews had tc .pay for -

this: de.mage themselvess - )
ThE:T ewe ‘wéra ‘foreed ta 8611 t}teir 5ew~olry and tu-t o'bjec*'s to

i
, o gove*nment‘. purchasing sgencies at low pricesy

!E : ' Jewd were not: sulcmed to'own auﬁcmo‘oiles or to ta..e out an
t

;'

L)

driver's 11oense= ,
Jews ~wero forbidden to go ‘£o- the moviea, the- t‘zeater, aoncerts,

«-wii-r.nmg pools',‘ land puolic pa.rks. there was ‘8 curfew for all Jews

' . from 2000%£6:0600,55: " :
J ewiah ohi.ld. en Were no. longer allovred to at+end publ* L¥ sc‘noola.-

L . : IFJG*_' md:‘,to‘ v‘ay B Bpeﬂial 4159.10
s O

s g e

: "d“E' ':"":_this regulatiou ho.d been issued,'_Goering delega"ed the
;;ob of} "aolvin’é +he ' ewi.sh problem”"to Rainha.rd Heydrioh,wwho ‘soon-

_ ,--1‘aave the aou.ntry’if» they:, wou}.d at the gamg’
¢ .'éinigration motiey - forl two oF. thires’ ‘poor- Jewe, -
’ - Heea. : ,{.:'.i.tfwaa noty only the ha.rdboiled antismites of: the -~
perty’ and of the 83;but: al.:o the’ respeeted%onsermtiva politici&ns
¥ho' made their‘jservioes available: for” thia*-“huméha finel solutzon.
_.i"é'sfd'éﬁfﬁ K)almr"?Schacht,_ Phointed: ox
£3Jewish e:nigration by Hit18r:ons5i
negotiation with»ani-intemational emigmtion comﬂtee
@ plan’ fbr.‘fi;he* finanding of ithis \Teroed” emigration,
sthich™ for: the*moment WS qppraved b3 .+he ‘Germant chifer-of retata.’
' Schncht] thour‘ht uha 'j:he propertv of=the German'J ews? shouldibe
frozen end that?it Bhould be used a§isdcu ity Tor internatiomal; Younsd -
for the finanoing of the’ orderly settlement: of ‘all Jews {rom’ Gernmy
within a period of three to five yearsi. This bold .idea of thé- genius

T e
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0? financial dialectiss failed on 20 Jenuary 1939, 4when tha Reich
Bank president refused £ sisrt printing money “had & disagreemer...
with H:.tler, a.nd doparua\.. Thares.“ter, "Iit;.er rejectod“tbe' idea of
making’ Jewish properiy availablo’ £or eny emigra.t*on ple.ns.. SR K

Four, days ‘efter Schacht's: depar‘bure, Gosring! authonzed §D
chief Heydriéh to set up a’ Central Office - for ' Jgwibh® “hnigration ja
order "to, solve the Jewish problem through emigration or evécuation,”
‘Througn tnis decis..on, Goering opa:c " the' way “for'an a3 ’insignlfioant .
§S ecaptain who, was. evertually to be the g;aneral expedifer of ‘thé final °
soiution of the Jewish _priblem. by shippigg leng” “trainloads” of Jews to' -
tho gas ohambers of Pmchwiuz, Chelmo, 1&'1danexc, e.rd Belzeo (Sic}, w7 -
This men was Adolf Fi"hmB.nn. '

On 19 July 1938, the.persurnel files of 'the SS desori’bad the '
chisf of -Buresu IVB 4 -(Jowish Problems) ¢f ‘the' Domagt ic: ‘Departiont of
the Contral ‘Reich Secx.rity Office as a selfoonfident snd”oorreéct S5 -
men, Cverell racidl® prolees i "Pordio-Dina.ric “spécial- talents
““ero"iating, speech mking, orge.ni;mg. SS membership numbe“:
453253 Hazi Party numbert 89989, s 3R

His friend, Dieter "'isliceny, “whom’ L‘ichnm.rm Tater™ on sent out
%o manuge the deportation of Slovak Jaws, .called Eichmann a* peda.ntio
and ..jste:natio subo“dinn*'e o“noial. "He imnediataly*urepe.raﬁ & repert
on every; “conversttion’ Tor His file 'in’orde t_o be ‘coversd ‘at ‘all- *':Lmos,
"said ¥ isliceny"'_,"_"‘i l'm:w:nn s,always used“ o .hide b’mi.nd‘-'his’boss.

Adoli‘ Eichmﬂ.nn was born*in~1906 'in Sol..n,,en 4 “tHe" Rhineland but
nis character Vs form-m in:his. youth in"the-same- Cerman-.ﬁua\,-ian :
region in which his iender had grown up, In'Lifiz,’ TAGhmatisi '6° father-
advanced: to: the, pos:.tion of mazage:. ‘of “the Streetear’ a.nﬁ"*Elcctrio
Power | Conpan"- et the Ling Senior’ High' School “Adolf“Eichmann®wes
tought, by- the-same ‘tendhér Who several years before had béen" trying _ k
to cLill ‘somg” Cerman histo*y in o the haa.d of his pup il*‘Adolf_Bitle*' LR :
from Brausait, o B ’

~Like Hitl er,,“ichmann “:as defmitely not" one;df'those Nord“c
t"nes Who' merely By ¥irtus of their blond haic and’ bhiue® eyes were
dustined to:be, .the master.,of the "Jewish and “‘astarn' subhumans Like

,,,,,,

engineering student “Adolf Tichzenn left the: nmstriun deb?al«lnstitute

e g -Tkactricnl -Emgineering. }.ie.chinev:builuing,‘-‘, and‘_civil Enginoering

after only. two, years ‘and, without “eking his £inal’ aramim.t‘ ors. . Ho

beceme & traveling .,e.lesman, first for exn elec’crical applit‘nce Tirm -

and later. for, the Shell Co*npany whmh“firo:l’ hin’ 111 June* 1953‘."-:Said___,____

Eichmenn ¢ ‘"Beodise ‘L Was & member of ' the Nazi-‘Pap ty“ THé" (er s consul

in Linz on. the Danube, Dirk von Langen, oonfirmed this TactY to me 'in ¢ S
a letter.™ .. WL A PE . :
' Using.this, ‘statément by the, consul as’ proof 5L }ii'st‘"ﬁalfioun‘ .
socialist’ views, old party fighter 'F‘iohmann movad to“" “and’ soon
became & member of the Austrian Legion of the”SS" m‘Daché&'. on't .
October 1934, he was'detached as clerk to the Free ‘Ma.son Tiles 6 tho " oS
SD in_Berlin. Said "’islioeny "He filled ou‘t: !‘ﬂe oards on the tvpa- }F ‘

writer, = : N o
| . - T o~
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h year later, ichmnnn was Wworking in the museim- of the SD
Central Office,. stimuloted by the collection .of Jewish art objecta
end coins, he began to siudy. Hebrew, Under. flle symbol II/112/10-
his. office on.18. June 1957 made aupli.catton to have: S8’ sergeant
Eichmann. "take: further: leasons f¥om airebbi" and’ reques*'ed a.uthor-
ization for:funds"™ (about. S #arks ah’ “hour},

I"nis rather mmsual request wes. justified with the argument B
that it would'be & good ides to hMive at leastone SD member who under- "
stood Hebrew, ' 88 chief Hrmler, to whom this a.pplication was submitted,
did not at a;l 1like: thHo iden of having one of his men “take lessons o
from a Jew. He disapprcoved the applicet‘on an:l Bichmann. contin..ed
to study without a.rabbi,. .

. The. scant lmov\fledge ‘which.he acqui:'ed in his free time was
3ui‘fic:.en‘b .to.open. a big career for this seli‘taught man. In 1936 he
wes t—ansferred to-the Jewish sacti.on of the-SD,: department II/112.

By 1937 he had.vorked himself up to, the position .of expert on zioniem
aad treveled to Pe;lestine and Egypt in order to’ es+a.b115h contect-
with the. Grand- Mufti. of uerusalm, “he namber-one enem;y of the Jevis
in the Near Fast. -

- .. After the. occnpa‘.:ion of Austrie., Fichmamn ‘ecams chiof of the _
Cent“e.l 0rfice for Jewish. Emigration. in Vienna. ?:ithin 8 fou months
he maneged. to. depor't so many Jevs that deydrich, ordered him to .set ‘up
g gimilar. ofﬁce in.Prasue ‘after the occune.t*on of.Czachoslovakie,

- Iii 1929 Heydrich:riade him.chief 'of the.J ewish section: oi‘ the newly
organized: Cent:ral .Reich Seourity Office (RSHA),

. I'hrea yoars lnua., on 20 Januﬂ.ry 1942, Fichmasn was & member .
of the illust ...rious oirscle.of high. ministeri.al officials and SS officers
in ‘Berlin-Tlannsee wio,. ‘togetlier with Heydrich, were dlscussing a plan
for the Ucversllisolution.of the Jewish problem" im the areas of, Eu.ropek

‘thet were under Germen control, Now the idea wes no longer enigratiecn,
as e result. of. ¥hich, 560 000. Jews had left Germany since 1933 and in
the eoursoJox-which 177 000 had been deported from. Austria and Czecho—
‘slovekilai'sinee;1938,.. . -

- Said; Heydrioh at. ‘-"an.nsae: "We're goinr to lina ‘up the Jews in’
lonv _columas ¢ Seperating men. fv-cm women.,those Jews who_can work. will
be marched to;the. Eastern: revlons, .building roads as they go along. _
of course, in t‘\is, nrocass .many’ of them will ‘be eli_minated due to =
nazurel, CBUS QS o 'l‘hose who remain will undouotedly be the, tough ones'.

" and will: have to— 'be treated aacordinglv, because. the'y repv'osent the
.. Qream, and beoause ‘bhey could serve as nucleus of e Jewish revival.
“hdolf. "‘ichma.nn wag- .ordered to. org&nize these transports. _

) of course, ‘the radical solution -- extermination w=- had been
sterted 4in practice several months prior to'the, Wannsee;ta.llcs. ‘The
armies, whioh hod been fignting -in .iussia. ‘since’ the” summer of <1841,
Wero, followed by, SD detaghments which cleaned out the J ews in the
rear .aress -in- two ways. :

The -traditional . a.ntisemitism of £he 1oeal popula.tion, expecinlly
of the Ukrainie.ns and Yaite Russians, was whipped up by means of prop-
agonda wntil it expleded into pogroms (Lvov, Kovno},

-8 -




These detachments oleared the rear areas of pa*tis...ns commissars,
and Jews through ‘mass exsoutions .-+ a method:ofextermination which was -
recently dramatized inithe motion-picture "On:thé Green’Barnks:of :the - -
Spree River" and which: was~met with: general disbliet? :gven: though it

|
‘ | wes thoroughly documented
' | “Rere- is:anexcerptifrom a- sta.temont m.a.de by the oomm.ander of."
|
1
|

-
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Dete.chment D (Southern- Ukraine) 88:General. Olendorf’,  inNuernberg in .
1946, ~ "Wo had the eiders-ofthe Jewish: oomtmity_round\up ‘alliJews .
under-the protext’ thatithey:were to be. resattlédi»Afteriregistration, -
: the Jews Were gathered’in-one: plaoé. “From:there:they were driven:to:  :
i ' ths place of “exesuticn,: Theipiace of “exedution- usuallywasmn antie.:
tank ditch or some other maturel ditchi™»i w3 - - R U
The fcur:detachments wers.lediby Police and' ss. General Otto:.
Ohlendorf; who wes:the ohief of 'the Criminel Police; as well:as. by: SS
Brigade’ Loader Artiur” Jobé: (Detachment §1,- Gestaporofficial -and S8 -.::{
Brigeds Leader Franz Wilter.Stahlecker (DetachmentaA)’- and:Police:"
General and SS Brigade LeaderiDry:Otto:Rasch (Detachment: C),.:: Thedr.:
units consisted’ of-specielly trained’ SD-ard:Gestapo: officers z police
regirents, Tleld security police,:and: speoiel-8S:units, .7 :
For et 1sdst: one’ of these four: detachmemt’ léaderis == Stahlecker
= gcmmendtcf this-squad:'of: hangmen mesnt a:demotién, - He-had teen - .
" the chief of the Division of Foreign Intelligenoce Services: -in.the .SD;. - -
he imew that Heydrich:had -sent: him to the front:"to see what he would - .
do" and hé was reddy to aot accordingly.: He:distinguished himself. . - .=
through his great to...g‘mess. As .carly as.t15:0ctober 1941 he: raported:;
to Timaler thet 135,567 ‘persons had ‘been liquadated in: his -zone 'of ..
operations --.the' Beltic Stabtes == in‘ascordamce with.ithe besie.:
directives" . In ‘centrest ‘to this, ‘Arthur Nebe was .ablé to :dhalk:up.
v omy 45,475 ° victims ‘of"hils apecial Squads during the f st tive.: months
iA . hB Russi.m 0mpaign’..’“---‘= - e g'-—-’;-_".';i Do e
| “These mess ‘gxdsutions by firing sauads oi‘ courss could not: ‘be .o
! kept - secret for any: ‘length ‘of time:and aroused-unweloome: ettention;
: ' m.clunann ‘and his helpers there“ore i.ntroduced a: nev:', ;1ent mathod
; £ liquadtiony ™’ 3 SO I S R T
. As early as 2& October, Dr. E"nﬂt Wetzel, chief of theuRaoe
! : Policy Office of ‘therNaziiParty and: essigned to:Rcssmbergl!s Relch::
II ’ Ministry of” Oocuoiad Fastern  Territorles. since’the:start df.the, Russilm
[ cempaipn, was“able-to: report - to the Reich Commisdertfor: :Zagtera Terpi-
|

tories, Ge.uleiter Hinrich Lohse, :that the technique:of. uﬁ.ss-;'nurder;woqld
e 2 =000 DG greatly iimproved, Wirote' Vietzel "DivisionsChief:Braokvcf the
Of fice of "the'Fushrer:hns?dedldared himself reudy to helprin:thecpre= ; -
paration of the- roquiredlfaci‘ 1ties andrinrthe<procufément.of- thej, oo )
gassing”equipmenty +"Irwould-like:to:.point out that:Major Eichmamn;: 7 ..:
the specmlist foriJewishiproblems-in.the:Central Relch:Security: Oi‘fioe,
approves of this mothod:® Iniviewlof the:existing:situmtion,:thers.. e
should be’'no’hesitation”in elimineting:Jews: who are: una.ble to work :

by means of the methods proposed by Brack.!' - e :
Hetzoal 'did not hosite.te to- nrai.aa the advantagcs of this new Q}\/
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“On 6. _Ootober 1943, Simmler told a meeting .of Reich and Gau leaders
in Poznan: b is easy4'o say tnat all Jews must' be exterminated. But,
Gentlemen. the me.n -who has to do_tHe job wiil’ “ind 1% very diff oult:
he will. find. ‘that ! WiLY tax, his abilit*es to _the’ utmost.

.Mon, lilze Hoess e.nd Eiohmann were of course not bothered by too
many soruples; on the contrary, ‘Rudolf: Hoess, the camp conmander of
huschwite, boasted in Niernberg’ that he had 23 million’Jews'on his con-
science. ,,Barely one. yoa.r later, w7 ‘ile beinf- t*ied 'by & Polish court,
he reduced the nutber~of his victims' to 1.3 nillion: ths British“in-

"vestigater: Gerald Qeitlinger thinks. that this figure *s st111 too
high... .- ‘
Reitldnger oalculates that "just about one mi.llion peoPIe porished
in. tne .ges . chambers, ahd ceigs - of Auschwitz" and’ that’ of this Dumber’ at -
least. "550 0co, -, 600 OOO died inmediatelf a"ter ‘their e.rrive.l ARE VI
course, we Will never ‘mow the ‘exact’ figures because Hoess destroyed
all mterial Mwhich might in any wey.give infonuation on’the total
nuxber of persons exterminated." e ‘tsually burned® “the’ reports after
each "aotiom.™ “,Seid'Eoees- T destroyen all miterial’ Tmyself
Reitlinger was, eoually sLeptioal of other sueoesses reported
by SD hangmen who wanted to reoort exaggerated externlnation I‘iguresl

,,,,,

"'n [y 'converse.tion vuth SS thor Hoettl in Budapest's Hotel hh,)estic .
in August 1944, . uichma.lm bodsted thot 6’ nu.llion Jerrs “Had' been exteorm~ -
inated; Reitlinﬁer thlnks “thet this figure is as uutikely as ‘the" oasualty
1ist of, 5.7 m.llion...\.,mitted o the Nuernberg Tr_bune.l by ‘the''Jewish
¥Werld Congress at a tme "rhon t"xere ware ha.rdly eny reliable dnte o
&vaileble.‘ ;.mf:. -

:- A8 &anJg ishmnn, Reitlieger is of . course free of any suspicion~.f
of t“ymg to, malce. the iigures look better' German’ authore “of’ oourse,
would auﬁomntlcally be suspected of such & tendencj in'eny ‘obJéctive -
1nvestigation tiey might melce, . Jy comparing. the" numbor of 'Jawish '
inhabitents “in the area occupied by, the .German’ e.miea with ‘the nu:nber
of emigrated Jews: .and’ “the . numbér of survivors, Reitlinger ‘coneludys.
that - e.t lenst, 4 L94 200 and’ at most 4 581 200 Je'!rs fell vietim to the
E'Hu'y"of' eocterrnmo.{:ion. .:_ . S

Said Peitlinger. More than one—th“ rd ‘of the' “uronean Jews who-«-—:
d:sappeared fell” vidtim, not ‘to dirﬂct murder, but vo overwork “pest-
ilence, huiger, and.nisery.” The’ ‘latter were some’ of ‘the indirect-iifsi_
me thods, of. exteminntion in; the ocncentration‘oanpu. "Hore than one’
"11111011 wore ShOb ‘by the exeoution sque.ds or were’ killed"'during raids
On Ghettos."‘ -t . e LTS . i SIR e

N "Des'oite 15 tremendous s*mbolic signifioance,

£ e by
. 3-\4-)-&

saye Re itl‘inge

. "AneehWitz probe.bly aocounted for, less than one-fifth ‘or: all: vigtimeL " L

_ Deopite painsteJcing reseerch even this compile.tion is" not come’" -
plete. It will be’ fmpossible-to determine tho exedot’ nimber of ‘viotims °
50 long. as.we do mnot haye.statistles of the Jewish populetion ‘of the'
Soviet Union and. of, Rmnnnie.; the number of survivors’ 1s’f'eei:1mated at .
between. 1,600, COO ‘and ‘2,650,000 for ‘the Soviet Union. “This' {6 one™ =" \/
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