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NATIONAL s,EchI-K' COUNCIL

7 IN F‘&MATION

SECRET /EYES ONLY ﬁ/ ne 28, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR, KISSINGER

FROM: WILLIAM L., STEARMAN %

A
SUBJECT: Embassy Efforts to Avoid a ""One Party" /)(,’),-\
Senate Election in South Vietnam

[
Attached at Tab A is a report from the CIA describing efforts we made-‘/%.[
in Saigon to avoid the threat of a '"one party' Senate election in South
Vietnam scheduled for August. To our knowledge none of these
activities were cleared by the NSC, and this report represents our first
word on what appears to have been a major intrusion on internal GVN
politics.

B . (b)(3)

The Agency and the Embassy clearly were responding to the possibility
that only Thieu's Democracy Party would contest the planned election
for one-half of the Senate's membership. Other parties were not
expected to participate as a result of a tight filing schedule which, they
claimed, did not provide sufficient time to negotiate formation of lists
and their fears that the election would be loaded in Thieu's favor. In

a memo of June 16 (2 days before the filing cutoff), the Agency had
alerted us to the possibility of a one party election but had not indicated
the actions it was then taking to avert this contlngency (In any event
the memo was OBE by the time we received it. The filed date had
passed and four sfates registered.)

Although no opposition or independent slates filed for the election, four
groups (two associated with Thieu and two unknown, probably GVN-
inspired lists) registered. The Embassy has commented that Thieu's

lists are certain of victory and that he therefore will control the formerly
independent Upper House. Significantly, the Embassy has also apportioned
the blame for this largely no-contest election to both the administration
and the politicians, who had ample warning of the legal filing schedule

yet -~ apparently without harassment -~ failed to compose their own
differences to file a joint Senate slate.
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uEMDRANDUM FOR:  The Honorable G. McMurtrie Godlay
' Lsaistant Secratary for East Asian
and Pacific Aftairs
Departmant of Statz
Colonal Richard Kennedy
Maticnal Security Council Staff

SUBJECT: frorts to Avart a "One-Party" Senata Election in
South Vietnam .

1. On 16 Jun= 1573, wa sent you an assassmant of President
Nguyen Van Tnieu's probable strategy in the Sepate elactions schaduled
for August 1973. The f0llowing is a review of the efforis made by the
Mission in Vietnam to avert a “one-party” election.

2. On 26 August 1073, the South Vigtnamese voters will elect 31
Sapators, or approximataely half the total membarship of the Senate.
Anticipating a possible one parfy eizction and remembaring the. damaga
done to the Government of Vietnam (3¢) image here in the United States
and abroad by the unccntested:pre -qantial elaction of 1971, tha U. S.

Y e

sidan
Government sought to encouragd broai participation in the upcoming Senate

elections.

-

3. Diplomatic represgntations impressed upon President Thizu and
other GYY Teaders the desirability of the presence of opposition slates
in tha election so as 1o prove that the voters would indzad be offerad
a genuin2 choice. The GYN did remove tha requiremasnt that candidates
for the S@nate had to be sponsarad by political parties wnicn had
aualifiad under the paiitical Parties Decree Law Go0.
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