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. I Pokistan Pakistan, Karachi (9 November 1958)
! SURBCY I
: Reaction of West German Hevamen to Pakistan Press
. .
1)
" r'u"'ﬁ"'ov WrORRATION lm |
‘ 7 Bovember 1958
r—»n‘f\?u OF CONTENT (TENTATIVE) |
; SOURCE IVALUATION BEFINITIVED
A Pokistani editor who attended luncheon (C).
- 1. Oun 7 November 1958, Eabibur Rahman, the Minister of Informstion snd
b Broadcasting, zave a luncheon in honor of the German jowrnalists accompenying Vest |
Cerman Deputy Price Hinister Ludwig Erhard. All leading Karachi editors and publishers
a8 wvell as senior Ministerial Secretaries attended. .

2. During the luncheon the Pakistani editors were told by the Germans that
Mu&e"mmﬁmw’mmeymmsonot supplenent vhich appeared in
the press on 7 November 1958. "It is shocking to see downright shameless, brazen
Communist ). 'a in the center pages of the Pakistani press.”

’ 3. Altaf Hussain, the editor of Dewvn, attempted to explain by saying “We

" ' were doing nothing but publishing a statement of Soviet technological and constructional

i achievements of the last 4l years.” The Germans replied, "If you wvant to see that,

come to West Germany and see a revival of technologicel schievemsuts, not in 41

o but in 7 years.” A German jowrnalist askal, "How much did you get for the demn .
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Altal replied tiat he did not believe more than two lakhs of rupees were spent by
the Soviets {or the entire Pakistani press. The Jouxnmli replied, "Had you told

us beforehiand, we would have subucribed that much money and given it to you in ordsr
to save you frou committing such libelous action oo your resders.” ‘

4. The Pakistani editors received a severe lecture on Comsmmnism and the state
o:/tr?:e world. Among the points made were: "We are in the midst of & cold var.

Bither we win or zo0 down fighting. There can be no cosgromise with the Commnist
wvorld. Coexistence is & myth.", The German editors concluded by stating, "We hope
you vill not do this again.” 4

5. One German editor stated, "Had you publighed this without payment, it
wou'd not nave ceen so bad but with money, it is despicable."” (Source comment: The
Pakistani editors wvere completely demoralized by the German reaction. There 4id pot
oypeu.rtobehardfee_lingior/?;toftheeutonvhomdlm children caught with
their hands in the cookie jar.)

6. Oun 5 November, N. M. Khan, the Chief Commissioner,' called an emergency
session of tie same editors. He sald that vhen the papers sent their bills for
printing the supplement to the S8oviet Ribassy, a copy should go to the Secretary of the
Chief Commissiouer, and after payment, Khan wvas to be informed as to the method of
poyment (cash, check or kind). He said that if the editors received any gifts these
too must be shown. Khan said he had learned the Soviets were paying some with newsprirt
and if this were true, he would find out by checking newsprint licenses. (Eeadqun'tc{n
compent: Another government agency reports that the Ninistry of Info:iation and
Broadcasting issued a circular letter to all Pakistani editors through martial law
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channels stating that if the editors decaded to publish the supplement, they would

be well advised to label every page of such supplement hdvertisement” and to make

clear that they reserved the right to comment on the supplement as they saw fit.
Also an official Pakistani service reports that on 5 November 1958, the Pakistan
Intelligence Bureau sent 8 telsgram to its major offices vhich stated: “Newspapers
are likely to be paid by the USSR Embassy for bringing out special supplements or
producing articles and features in connection with the USSR National Day on 7 Fovember.
Please require paper (a) to inform the designated officer as to the wmount snd nature
of the payment; and (b) to insure that all such supplements or articles bear the legend
“advertisement.")

. Khalilur Rahman, publisher of Jang, asked Khan vhy he used such a
roundabout wvay instead of telling the press vhat he wanted it to do and not to do.
Khan ma he deliberatley avoided the issuance of specific instructions. To a
gquestion regarding attendance at the Soviet Embassy rece.Ption to be held 7 November,
N. M. Khan said, "It is not for m:hto tell you, but if I were you, I would not go.”
Altar Hussain said, "We censored/ su:plmt material heavily snd we followed '
Ceneral Muhammead Ayudb Khan's advice that the government does not wish to interfere
in the business affairs of the papers but expects publishers to understand right from
wvrong."” Khan said, "To my way of thinking, if the 'stuff' is voprintable without
money, it is equally unprintable with a payment of money." (Source comment: The
following Karachi papers ca.rr.ied the supplement, and amounts liotcd"a.re estimates

based on advertising rates: Dawn, 10,000 rupees; Times of KJA_nchi,- 4,000 rupees;
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i o4 Ayin, (,260 rupees; lesder, 2,500 rupess; Millat, 5,000 rupess; and
Eggp,awomnn.n.nnaxuuundmnwcggg-wu!h-mruu#
ﬂawnlcmf.anmmw“.wm.' Neither the Civid

08 Midgtay sagetty wor tie Pakisten Pimgs in Lahore carried the sgplemnt.)
Pleld dissemination: State.
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