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(_Ex- J013J.-) 
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FOR: {chief, CI Staf :O L 
:C,Allegations of Lee Harvey OSWALD's 

Connection with the Agency 

Memorandum of Conversation, Dan 
Rather/Les Midgley and the DCI, 
Dated 6 September 1975 
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1. 'rhe referent memorandum contains two pointS1.11-
which require comments. The first point concerns 
allegations that were made shortly after the assassination 
of President Kennedy and_that have crept up every so often 
since then. In one form or another, the allegations are 
that Lee Harvey OSWALD had been connected with the 1-\gency ~ 
The allegations are totally unfounded. 

2. The facts regarding this matter are as follows: 

a. On 27 November 1963 I was instructed by 
• t1r. R.G.Rocca1 my immediate superior at that time, to 

~ake a thorough check within the Agency at Headquarters 
to determine whether Lee Harvey OSWALD had ever been 
used by the Agency or been connected with it in any 
conceivable way. He ordered me to make the checks 
directly and personally to the degree possible and not 
t:o accept statements of intermediaries. He alsC: ex­
plain,ed that he was following instructions from Mr. R., 
Helms, who was·then the DDP and served as one of the 
l\<.:;ency' s key contact officials with the Warren 
Cmnrnli,sion. 

b. AlthouJh I had already checked the Main Index 
l)f IP (then RIDJ on the night of the assassinatJon, I 
\,:idH,~cked the M in Index and found no record beyond 
that: which I had already obtained before {plus those 
items which had been integrated into the records system 
since the assassination). There was nothing in the DDO 
record~ which indicated any Agency connection with 
OEiWALD. 
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c. The next component I checked was ocn~ 
There was no record in their Headquarters files. 
Arrangements were then made for me to check 
telephonically with each DCD base in the US. The 
chiefs of the bases then serached their records 
and spoke with their officers. I was then advised 
by each of the chiefs or their designees individ­
ually that there had been no contact with OSWALD. 

d. I then checked with(Division D, SE Division) 
and ~A Division's Cuban Operations Group· (COG}) for 
any informal desk records. The results were like-. • . 
wise ne9ative . 

. · . e. ~rhrough the/security Research Sectior.) 
f(SRS}) of the Office ~ Security I had the security 
'riles checked. There was no record of OSWALD. 

f. Although CRS keeps no records on Americansr 
I checked their Soviet, Mexican, and Cuban holdings 
on the i:·em.ote chance that they may have recorded 
something on OSWALD. There was no record in those 
files. 

g. In my presence the chief of the fer ;taf f • s) 
Administrative Office called the Office ch:· Personnel 
and n?c:e:i.ved the word that there was no record on an 
E~mployee or an applicant for employment named Lee 
Harvey OSWALD. 

h. 
Services 

j~. 

on hlm. 

I also checked the Office of Medical 
and found no record on OSWALD. 

The~overt Action Staff)also found no record 

j. Finally, I also checked the records 0£ the 
fc:~ . St<;1ff' s Operational Approval Group (CI/OA))with 
'iu, .. gat1.ve .results. 

k. My checks were completed on 4 December 1963 
and I then sent a brief informal note to(Mr .. Rocca) _ 

.2 

Q:ONflBENf!~t) 

\ 



( ( 

specifying all the checks I had made and scacing 
that the results showed that Lee Harvey OSWALD 
had never had any connection whatsoever with the 
Agency. Eventually a statement to this effect 
was communicated to the Warren Commission. 

3. Similar checks regarding use or employment 
of OSWALD had been requested by the foreign divisions 
o:f their appropriate stations, I was told, and the • 
results were negative. 

4. I recall very clearly that we were extremely 
concerned at the time that OSWALD, as an American returning 
from the USSR, might have been routinely debriefed by • 
DCD, thus having established contact with the Agency. 
'I'hf~ same point has now, quite understandably, been made 
by the two CBS newsmen. Having some knowledge of this 
subject I have personally conc:i..ucled that there is valid 
reason for DCD's lack of interest in OSWALD at that time. 
He would surely have been contacted and debriefed by DCD 
had he been to the USSR and returned to the US before 
1957/1950. 'l'ravel to the Soviet Union by Westerners, 
particularly by Americans, before that time was quite 
uncom.111on and we were hungry for eyewitness information i.n 
those days. The thaw began in about 1956 and by the end 
of that decade there were so many persons travelling to 
and from the Soviet Union that DCD was incapable of talk­
ing t:o all of them. Therefore, a program of selectivity 
and specific target applicability was instituted. In 
light of the above, it seems to me that OSWALD-- if he 
came to DCD' s attention at all--would have easily ~~,een 
by-passed, because he simply did not possess the type of 
info.rm.at.ion that DCD was seeking at that time .. DCD would 
sur.e1y have used its limited manpower on travellers who 
l1ad had much greater access in the USSR. 

. 5* It should be added that my above-described 
search .in the Agency file holding produced no record or 
.i.nd:Lcati.on that any other US Government agency had ~used 
him aB a source or had considered him for recruitment .. 
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6. The second point in the refer~nt ~emorandum 

concerns the papers that· were available at Headquarters 
on Oswald befote the day of the assassination~ Specif­
ically, there were five docwnents which had been sent to 
the Agency before the assassination. Two of the documents 
had been sent to us by the FBI, two by the Department if 
State, and one by the US Navy. A 201 file (201-289248)) 
had been opened on 9 December 1960 on the basis of the 
receipt of the first of these five docwnents~ The 201 
file contained no records that had been originated by 
any Agency component. The Mexico(City'\stat.ion's reporting ... 
of the monitoring of Oswald's activit!es in Mexico had not 
as yet beenrg·ncluded in the 201 file. The pertinent cables 
from Mexico City)were held at the Mexic~ branch at Head-
quarters, wh1 e the data contained in them had .been . • 
disseminated to the FBI upon receipt. The cables were 
inco·rporated into ·the file following the assassination -· 
and were, of course, made available to all concerned~ 
including the .Warren Commission. 

7. It should be noted that no particularly great 
urgency was attached to the handling of the records 
regarding Osw·ald before the assassination because Oswald'" s 
name had·no particular meaning before that fateful evei:,.t . 

. 8. The facts regarding the records we possesse<£-
before the assassination as well as the make up of our 
computerized records system were explained to Chief Justice 
Warre~, members of his Commission, and a group of the 
Commission's staff members.when they visited Headquarters 
in about March 1964 for the express purpose. of viewing the. 
methods and controls we employed in our records keeping 
activities. Our 201 file on Oswald was also shown to them 
at J:he time. From all I have heard regarding this visi.t, 
the visitors were satisfied with our records system and.· 
th€! :manner :in which we kept our records. 
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6 September 1975 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION: Dan Rather and Les Midgley 
3 September 1975 

Mr. Rather said that CBS is working up a series of 
programs entitled, "The Assassination?," dealing with the 
assassinations of President Kennedy, Robert Kennedy., 
Rev. King, and the attempt on Gov.· Wallace.. He said they 
arc:: particularly concerned that they have the facts about 
any possible CIA connection with Oswald. He said that it 
seems also, on its face, incredible that CIA had not had 
~omt~ contact with an ex-Marine who worl:ed in thE: Soviet 
Onion and returned. He said he realized the difference 
between an interview with him and making him an agent, but 
wanted to make sure he had covered all the bets. He referred 
to the work of Mark Lane in this field and I referred to· 
Dick Gregory's paranoia on the subject of CIA connections 
with the Kennedy death. 

We went over a variety of matters, but I essentially 
firmed it up at the end by saying that_CIA had no contact 
with Oswald either during his Russian period or afterwards, 
that CIA's only records of Oswald came from our becoming 
aware of his visits to embassies in Mexico City,, which. 
information was made available to the Warren Commission> 
t1ui.t there is absolutely no b~sis for a conclusion (and 
some indication~ to the contrary)· that Howard Hunt.visited 
Mexico at the time Oswald was there, and that the Russian 
traveler that CIA had interviewed was indeed a different· 
individual than Oswald, despite the coincidence of the dates 
of his residence in the Soviet. Union. I ended by saying I 
was prepared to give these ~nswers under oath, based on 
information available within the Agency, although I had no 
personal knowledge of the matter. I said I could not 
believe that any additional information would sui-~-face in 
the Agency as it had been carefully examined from 1963 on, 
espec::l.ally by Mr. Belin in the Rockefeller Commission 
investigations due to his personal interest in the matter. 
Mr. Midgley referred to the fact that some additional 
information is coming out from the FBI, and I pointed out 
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that the Rockefeller Commission had not had a charter 
to look into the FBI. We discussed Allen Dulles's com­
ments about whether an intelligence agent could ever be 
exposed, but we left on the final comment by Mr. Dulles 
that he believed Mr. Hoover's comments on this matter, 
which Mr. Rather said he probably would himself at that 

_time. I said that this in no way ~ndicated a desire by 
Mr. Dulles to conceal any CIA activity. Mr. Rather also 
said that Mr. Helms had become somewhat agitated over 
the Garrison allegations, and I said this was easily 
explained by Mr.· Helms' concern that ·such false allegations 
be made against CIA. In response to Mr. Rather's question~ 
I said I know of no indication that Mr. Helmst agitation 
was because Mr. Garrison was revealing information about 
th.e Agency which Mr. Helms wanted to remain concealed. ,: . . • • 

With respect to Oswald's one appearance in our records. 
I explained that CIA might well have shied off from any 
interview with him if there was an indication of prior FBr 
interest. As for the military, I said the Interagency . 
Source Register did not indicate Mr. Oswald was a clandes­
tine source and that DCS Joint Debriefing-Program with 
the military services from 1953 on would probably have 
indicated a.ny military debriefing for intelligence purposes> 
but none rippear in our files, so I believed none had been 
conducted. 

·,ve parted with my assurance that anything else that 
arose which would cast doubt on my statements \vou1<l be 
brought to Mr. Rather's attention. The two gentlemen 
expressed appreciation for our discussion. 

COMMENT: From their attitude, I believe there is a. 
chance that the program will indicate that there is no 
CIA connection with Oswald beyond that noted above.. This 
cou:td make a contribution to knocking down the paranoic 
belief to the contrary. We m11st~ however, insure that 
Nr. Rather does learn anything which would-cause fne"-­
·s~~-gJ..ffes-C:-clouot" on the above account before---fu:...:er.oduce-s 
-nH~ programs in November. • 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: . .l 
SUBJECT 

REFERENCE 

:OAllegations of J~ee Rarvey __ Q$1-IBJ~•P_f_s_ ! 
. Connection with tt~ Ag~nc_:y_ 

.. .. Memorandum of Conversation, Dan 
Rather/Les Midgley and the ncr~ 
Dated 6 September 1975 

i 
! 

1~ _The referent memorandum contains two points 
. which require comments. The first point concerns ' ... 
allegations- that were made. shortly after the assassination .. _. 
of Presid~rit:: _Kennedy aud t:hat_ have. c:;:r~pt;_.up every so. often . ·- ····- • • 
since :therf. -:--xn··-one - form or another·' .. the· ·allegations are· · -··:-'- ~'." ~--=>·::: 

. . ...... ··•-·· ..... . . .. . .... _ii...... . . . .. - ... . .. ···-~ •. 
. that •. Let;1 ... Harvey . OSWALD- .had. been. connected with , the. Agency .. • . ·" .: . .,. .. ~.:.:: 

:·_The:··allegai;:ions·.are· tota:J,.ly µ_nfqunded.·:.·-: .. ~:.; __ -~:_·_ :.:.::.:...· ·:- . -~~-<- •····-· ·---
·_· • .. --_::t ·-. --~·~i~(t~b.f~. ~-;~~~;;in:~ if~is:~~~j;·~~~:ai~-~:~s- --~:i~~~~- 7

··._.· ~------~~~:;~~h_: 
.... . . ... ~: · .... · . ... . - . :· . •, . .. . . ,: . ·: - .... ·. . _.. • . .. .. ·- .. . .. ... ',._ ... 

a. On 27 November 1963. I was instructed by 
~/ my immediate superior at that time, to 

make a thorough check within the Agency at Headquartex's 
to determine: f:hether Lee· Harvey OSWALD had· ever been 
used by the Agency or been connected with it in any 
~_on_cei.v.able way ...... He. o~der~q. m~. __ to _make. tj:l_~_ .. _checks . 
~1}.;:~~tly-_an:d .personally to the degree--possihle· -a~d--1lot .. ,. .. 
to accept statements of intermediaries· .. -· He al:io· ex- - -~-- - ••• 
plained that he was following instructions from Mr. R .. 
Helms, who was then the DDP and served as one of the . 
Agency's key contact officials with the Warren 
Commission .. 

b. Although I had ·already checked the Main Index 
/ on the night of the assassinatjon, I 
.rechecked ·the Main Index and found no record beyond 
that which I had already obtained before (plus those 
items which had been integrated into the records system 
since the assassination). There was nothing in the DD0 
records which indicated any Agency connection with 
OSWALD. 

·j . 
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c. The next component I checked was DCD. 
There was no record in their Headquarters files. 
Arrangements were then made for me to check 
telephonically with each DCD'base in the us. The 
chiefs of the bases then serached their records 
and spoke with their officers .. I was then advised 
by each of the chiefs or their designees individ- • 
ually that there had been no contact with OSvt'),.LD .. 

• de I then checked with' Division'. 
and 
any informal ·desk records: 
~ise negative.. . . _ . . .. 

••• h for 
The results were l;i.ke~ 

. . . ;-__ ..... .... ·- .- . .. .·...... . ·-·· -· . . . . • i •• • • .. ,,._ -- -

-e .• -· 'lhrough t:b~ , . ., ...... , .. :c·. 

. _ -·of the. Of fie~· of Security I had the security • :. • • - ••••• • ·-
-- • .. f;i.les._ checked.·: .. ,~here was no ··record of. OSWALD .. •.·• __ ;_• · • ·· • • .... • 

• - ... -~--",,..:""·t.·~~:;..:-:!~\.: •. ;...-....;. .:·.;.:' ;.~··--·-..-.< ...... : ... -- ._,:.,.-- .. ~~ ... -. ~---::-... -~-•-· .~ .. -~-.· . . . . .. . ... . 
·:··:::;,..~.... . • ·--.-· ... ~- '• .. ·. ~·-· -~-- _ .. _ -

.. · f. • _Although CRS keeps no· records- on:A·mericans;· .··.:::.·:-.. --:-::-:~_-~~: 
. '., .. I. checked their Soviet, Mexican, .a.rid. _Cuban holdings . .. : ___ ..::.~.~_-/-~: 

•· • · cin .. -the r~mote--,chance -.. that they. may. have recordeg. . : ... , ..... ".":---=-, 
• .·>.-~::~-:···something on OSW~D. _·_ T!lere · was no··-record in· those ·:: -- -•··-·: - .......... , 

• -:--·f-iles.-- ~ .... ..,. _:~ .... · ·· -· ... ·· · ·· ·· • · ·-- ··· ··- • , 

g. In.my presence the chief of: 
Administrative Office called the Office of Personnel 
and received the word that there was no record on an 
employee o.t" an applicant for employment named Lee 

.::~: ~-Harvey. .-OSWALD.-·~"'.".-·,:~·.,~ ::_·:.:.. ::~. ~--- -~-.--..-.~.!.t.:.. :. .. -=~.,.-:::..·-,,::,:1:,-.i-J.1:·.·' . .:...:~.,:: ••.. •. 

h. I also checked the Office of Medical· 
Services and found no record on OSWALD. 

' . 
i. 

on him. 
The. 

j 
also·found no record 

j. Finally~ I also checked the records o:E. the 
. . with 

negative results. 

k. My checks were completed on 4 December 1963 
and I then sent a brief informal note to . ·- . ; •' 
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specifying all the checks l had made and. stating 
that the results showed that Lee Harvey OSWALD 
had never had any connection whatsoever ·with the 
Agency. Eventually a statement-to this effect 
was communicated to the Warren Commission. 

3~. Similar checks regarding use or employment 
of OSWALD had been requested by the foreign divisions 

. of their appropriate stations, I was told.I' and the 
results were negative .. 

. -4., I recall very clearly that we were extremely 
concerned at the time that OSWALD, as an Amer:i.can returning 

• from the USSR, might have been routinely debriefed by 
DCD, thus having established contact with the Agency. • 
The ~ama _point has nm·,·, quite understandably, b?,en made 
by the two CBS newsmen.,. • Having some- knowledge of this 

,. . 

.• sJbjec.t·):·)+.av:e·:p_~r:~~n~lly __ ~o:r:i-glu~ed_J:~at_ t~ere is valid.·:-~:-. .. 
reason<for··DCD' s. ·lapk of interest·· in·-OSWALD .at·that time .. ~·,··_.-... , 
He W01:Lld ·surely have .been contacted and~ debriefed by ·nco ··-- · -~-....:. 
had 4_(J been to the USSR and returned to the US before . . • _. - >-:~" -:~ 

. 1~_57/1958·.: Trave.1 to the Soviet Uniop by' Western~rs,···. • • 
-pa.rticu-I;arly-- by· Amerlcans, ·before·· th?t: time· was; qu:i. te .-- · . • ~ ,:·_ -.-. -~-. 

-:unco:mmon ··and we w~re hung.1:oy_ ·for· eye~qit::ness information ·:in 
tho SE:? days. The thaw began in about. 19 5 6 and by the end 
of that decade there were so many persons travelling to 
and from the Soviet Union that DCD was incapable of talk­
ing to all-of them. Therefore, a program of selectivity 
and specific target applicability was instituted~ In 

.. light of_ the above, .it_. seems .to. Jne. that OSWA;J:,,D-- J.f he 
:cc.me-·~to .. ·ncu-' s ·-a.-ttent"ion· at: a-11;;..;.,woul·d·~-r;ave·:·easily ·been·-· 
by-passed, because he simply did not possess the type of 
information that DCD was seeking at that time. DCD would 
surely have used its limited manpower on travel_lers who 
had had much greater access in the USSR. • 

5. It should be added that my above-described 
search in the Agency file holding produced no record or 
indication that any other US Government agency had.used 
him as a source or had considered him for· rec~uitment~ 

3 
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6~ The second point in the referent memorandum· 
concerns the papers that were available at Headquarters 
on Oswald befote. the day of the assassination. Specif­
ically 1 there were five documents which had been sent to· 
the Agency·before the assassination. Two of the documents 
had been sent to us by the FBi, two by the _Denartment of 
State 1 and one by the US Navy. A 201 filec' 
had been opened on 9 December 1960 on_ the basis of the 
receipt of the first of these five documents·. The 201 
file containe·d no records that had been originated by 
any Agency component.. The Mexico : . station's reporting 
of the monitori:1g of Oswald's activities in Mexico had not ' 
as yet been included in the 201 file. The pertinent cables 
from Mexico ,. were held at the· Mexico branch at Head-
quarters, while the data. contained in them had been 
disseminated to the :FBI upon receipt. The cables were 
incorporated into·the file followirtg the assassination -
and were, of course, made available to all concerned~. 

~ 

includ~ng. the Warren Commission. • • • • - • ·- · • · .,_ 
- . - ·; .. : ~ ... : ; . . -. :. . . ... . ..-·. .. . . . . . 

·:. 1.·. It ·sh~uid be.:~ot.ed.that rio partic;:ularly great.··_·:.:-·.::._·-._·;·::-· 
·urge_ncy--w~s ·-.att.ached -to .the handling. of. the_. records .... ;._· .... : .. _· .. _-.. • __ .-:.:.-~:. 
regarding .. Oswa.lg- l:>~fore. the assassination :b'ecause: Of;wald >-:s • -~ ·; ·_:·=--~. 
name h:ad ·no· particular: meaning. be:foje:, that ·_'fateful <~ve1:·t··~ .. _ ~--:·::~:'.j __ :t 

. -~-. ~-. : ...... ·." .... ~ ." ~ .. >.. . ··_ - · ... __ ,· •. · ~ ·.: • ... ~ .• ·._ -: _ _..-. ~-·:. ···;~·: __ :_~-- _·••·._:: __ .;.~.~--=·~·;.·:..~~-~~-:::f. 
_.•~_a., . •,_",l'he. facts· :,:egarding the records we possessest ., .. :.>. ' .. :_0 •• ~:--­

before the assassination· as well as the· ma,ke up of oui- •. •• :···:- · ·.·.:. _ 
• -· cornputerized records system were explained tcr Chief Justice .. ·.·_.:.·~ 

Warren, members of his Commission, and a group of the · • • .. _ .. 
Commission's staff members·when they visited Headquarters 
in about March-i964 for the express purpose.of viewing the 
methods and controls we employed in our records ke;.!ping 
activities. Our 201 •file on Oswald was also shown to them 
at~-t~~ !.l-¥1!!.~, :-_Fr~~- ~~.:J.~ ~ :)iav~ _h,e,ff9- f~ga.yd.~.J?.-~ .. t_l_l~~:.:\'i?.1:~ ~r> .. _ . ., 

the v1s1 tors were sat1sfied wi t;1 our records system: an'd : . :_ , •••• _., •• 
the manner in which we kept our records. ~ 
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I 
.-•-· ... 

. ::·- -~ .. -

•.. 

. ::_.·, .. ' 



; 

i • 
I 

l 

r--, 
i 

d 
j 
I 

I 

6 September 1975 

MEMOR.fu'-:DUM OF CONVERSATION: Dan Rather and Les Midgley 
3 September 1975 

Mr. Rather said that CBS is working up a series of 
programs entitled., "The Assassinations," dealing with the 
assassinations of President Kennedy,, Robert Kennedy.,. 
Rev. King, and the attempt on Gov. Wallace. He·said they 
are particularly concerned that they have the facts about 
any possible CIA connection with Oswald. He said that it 
seems also., on its fa.ce, incredible that CIA. had not· had . _ .... 
~~~e contact with an ex-l\fa:ine who W?rked in t~e Soviet - .. __ 
Onion and returned.. He said he realized the d1£ferenc:e • - -- . 
b~j:,-1_~,~-~-. :?:11 'ii1t-~,rvie·,,•· \~,:ftll: -~~,in "a~~ ~ak~p"g. -h~rn ·:jin=·',?.g°ent ;,. ln~ t-~-"::~>.:~ 

. l-T.anted: .to .make. sure .he. ·had. co.ver.ed p.11 .the: .bets ... He refe:rred., _ 
-· ·••·- ··-·· • ---,--:e:o.:.- .thEC"l-TOrk-·of···Mar.k ··1·an~ ··1·n:--this.~ fie"id. • and i·<"r~fe-:r:red .·to' • ·-.-:_•~r ---~-:· 

Dick Gregory's paranoia on the. subject of CIA ~onnections , :.:--.··~ 
·,:,ith the Kennedy death. -.. <· · . --· :_ >: .•. ~~ .- .·: .. ·,·: ·;:·.: • __ .. _:.:..:...:. 

,. . • .. • •. •·• • • . . . . . . . • . . .. ...,. ,,. . . . . .... . . .. ... .. .. -: ... r. • • . • • .•.•· ... .._.. . .. ~ ~ . -

•. ·.] ~: .~ :_-: We~ ,ien't "o\/e·r· '·a· v~;:i"et{ :ot mi¼.t~f ~\:__: .·b.t'.i={'\~>~;:~ ~'{ltt:;.i i;, .\·<~; ~--:_~ 
firmed it up at the end by saying that. CIA had no contact· ·­
with Oswald either during his Russian period or afterwards~ 
that CIA' s onl:Y records of Oswald came from our becoming 
aware of his visits to embassies in Mexico City., which 
info.rmation was made available to the Warren Commission>-

• .. tbat -the;re -is absolutely no :J;>as_is for _a .con_c;l.t1:sion. (and •. . .. 
son1e=•·indlca·t1oris·· tc>'° t}{e con"frary')_. that:' Hoi·iafff lhl.lit-vis i tcd~---~ '."'- :·· 
Mexico at the time Oswald was there., and that the Russian 
traveler that CIA had interviewed was indeed a different 
individual than Oswald, des~ite the coincidence of the.dates 
of his residence in the Soviet. Union.. I ended by say.ing I 
was prepared to give these answers under oath> based on 
information available within the Agency, although I had no· 
personal knowledge of the matter. I said I could not 
believe that any additional information would sui;.face in , 
the Agency as it had been carefully examined from 1963 on, 
especially by Mr. Belin in the Rockefeller Commission 
investigations due to his personal interest in the matter. 
Mr. Midgley referred to the fact that some additional 
information is coming out from the FBI, and I pointed out 

.. ,.: 
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that the Rockefeller Commission had not had a charter 
to look into the FBI. We discussed Allen Dulles's corn~ 
ments about whether an in·telligence a.gent could ever be 
exposed, but we left on the final c6mment by Mr. Dulles 
that he believed Mr. Hoover's comments on. _this matter, 
which Mr. Rather said he probably would himself at tha.t 

• .. time~ I said that this in no way i·ndicated a desire by " 
Mr. Dulles to conceal any CIA activity. Mr. Rather also 
said that Mr. Helms had become somewhat agitated over 
the Garrison allegations, and I said this was easily • 
exp-lained by Mr.· Helms' concern. that ·such false allegations 
be made against CIA. In response·to Mr. Rather's questionp 
I said I know of no indication· that Mr. Helmst agitation 
was because Mr. _Garrison was revealing information about 
\~.e Agency_ which· Ml:' o Helms ,,/anted to remain CQ1.icealed. :·: .-::_. 

.• .· With :re.spect • to Oswa,ld I ii 011se· ·api>ea;ance 'in · OU; .:reco:r.,rs·; 'i~::~ 
I- explained· that CIA. mif;ht well have -·shied off--:-from· a.ny . -.~.;.- ., 
interview i-tith him if there was-·an •indication of prior _FBI'" :-··• --

-inteires t .. • :· As for the-military, T ·said· the .Interagency • . • ·: ::· ~ 
Source Register did. not .i:rid1ca te ·iir; Osw_ald \i~s a clarides-:: ..... ~~~::-­
til:1,e sourc~ and tha_t DCS ·Joint Debriefing ·Program with .. · .: .. :- -.~: 

.... _-.the: military services from 1953 ori \totild probably l1ave • • .. :. : ·;_:_. 
indicated any military debriefing for intelligence purposes>-

0 but none appear in our files, so I believed none had been . 
conductedo 

•. We parted with my assurance that anything else that 
arose which would cast doubt on my statements would be 
broug;ht to:_ ~i.c, .. Rathier' s atteritio·n .--: The_-:two gentlemen 

• expressed appreciation for our discussion.: • 

COMMENT: From their attitude, I believe there is a 
chance that the program will indicate that there is no 
CIA connection with Oswald beyond that.noted above. ·This 
could make a contribution to knocking ~own the paranoic 
belief to the contrary.~£t~ however~ in~-~~hat 
Mr .. Rather does learn anything which would cause !,he 
slightest aooot on the above accou11J:_b.e.fo..I:.e-1il:.. .. P.r.oduce-s 
~ programs in November. • -

Distribution: 
Orig - DCI 

l·- Review Staff 
1 DDO 
l - DDA 
1 - OIG 
l - OLC 
1 • __ OGC 
1 - Asst/DCI 

W. E. Colby 
Director 
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MEMORJ\NDUM FOR THE RECORD 

0 

11 October 1972 

SUBJECT: Fensterwald Request for 20 Photographs 

1. I interviewed{t..nn Goodpasture) w~o retired recently 
from the Agency, on Friday night, 29 September .. We met a~e1 
home, (1,200 Cathedral Avenue, Washington, D. C. Ann)was 
assigned to the Mexican station during the Oswald investigation 
and was thoroughly fa·miliar with the Mexican aspects of the case. 
I showed(her)the 24 February, FBI memorandum and she said that 
she could not identify any of the 20 photographs and doubted that 
they originated with the CIA. She stated that if the photographs were 
patJsec~ t<J the FBI at any giveu time, sh,~ certainly would hc.ve known 
about it; that,&i~ston Scott, the Chief of Station~ personally super -
vised the case and would have come to her for f~e pictures. She 
al.lowed fo:r no exceptions. (scot!}is now dead, as is0,olf Larson') 
the .FBI legal attache who headed the FBI investigation in Mexico. 

0,nn )itated that the interrogator probably collected the pictures from 
a 11 mug book" (look-out notices ·maintained in the embassy) which 
was available to the FBI. This book consisted of American soldiers 
AWOL, A1nerican travelers to and from communist countries, per­
sons wanted for criminal violations, etc. The photos came from a 
variety of sources including FBI headquarters, CIA, U. S. military 
services, and the Mexican police. 

?,,, We also queried the Mexican station regarding the 20 
photographs with negative results. The entire station file ~ix 
vnlLtrne:i} on Lee Harvey Oswald was forwarded intact to Headquarters 
on ?,i:; February 1970. These also were examined without success. 

OoQumant Numb~,· lla3-~35 
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CS COPY 

/ 

\ 

.J-·: .• 



I 
I 
I 

I 

;"' -· -
l ___ ·-•----

. ·--~~~ . ... · __ c-·--

• ' 

•. •. ... 

ll October ~ 972 

.Jf .'. .. 

MEMORANDUM: FOR THE RECORD 
y 

SUBJECT: 

0 . • • .• . • ... 
Fensterwald Request for 20 Photographs ., . 

.• 

• .1. I interviewedL.. ; who retired rec~ntly 
from the Agency., \8n, ~riclay nign.t1 29 Septembe:r.:l;Ve met at _ ... 

··-·~ome~ ..... -::.. _ • . • . . . • • .:_-:-- ·~s · . 
assigned to the Mexican st.nion during the Oswald investigation ..,. 
@d was· thoroughly 1anu1i2.'r w~tn the I~ex:lr:an aspects of the case. 
I showed _the 24 February, FBI ·memorandw:;o. an.a sh~ said that 
she could not identify a:ay ... o! the 20 phptographs and doubted .tha.t 
they originated with the CL.\.. She stated that if the photogr~phs were 

• passed to the FBI at any given time~ she certa.mly would have known 
about it; that~--- - e • • -· • • j ·personally super:- . 
-vised the case and would have come to her for the~ pict:o.re~ .. She· 
allowed !or·no exceptions. _ ·-is now·dead, ·-as is, • .\ 

•the FBI legal attache who headed the FBI investigation in Me..--ci.co. 
-; "Jstat~d 'that the interrogator probably collecf:ed the ·pictures from. 

. a. 1'Tnug book" (look-out notices maintained int.he embassy} wl:µ.ch. . 
• w-u:.1 a-..,.ail.ahle to the: FBI. Thi!i book consisted 'lf A:c:erl.can soldiers­

A-W:,OL, American t:raveler.s to and from communist countries:, pez-­
sons wanted .for c::riminal violations~ etc.·· 'Phe photos. came frozn a 
variety of ~urces including FBI headquarters. CIA. U. S. military 

.services, and the Me.:xican police~ . • ·,, .. • • • 

• • • . 2., We also que;ied the Mexican station regarding the 20..., 
;_ !'hotogr~phs with negati~e :results. The entire station fil~\.k ~ j 

,Jon Lee Harvey Oswald was forwarded ~act to Headquarter 
-,:,~-o-n::::::;'z"'"5-.fi1,;=::;ebruary 1970. TP:es a also were examined ,vi-f::b.out. success .. 
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· · -· ··· .:. ~:· .. : ~ ··.-:, ·Jl-8;.~~-~998 • • • • -· · · 19·september 1972 .. · _:: • ,_-,. ·:·-:-::~:~.::_.·~ :(i'.?-/>i \:}·\:.;:::j( 

:~:,. :-~£(::.t:[?~$i:;:;;~osi:~!j£~oc~;~~; ~~; rei;:;d-~v:i w~:~:;1f tTtr~j~:tttt 
••. :::-·. ~~- -:_.::.,·-~ef~~a p9rHo~s contain information confirming· the ·exfsten°Cd'.of ~:r(Ag-~hcy_~:::--.,~~:· 

• • .~-. station· in ·a specific •city abroad, operationc1-l cryptonyms, in.form.ation· .. :_:, • /.~.,:·;i. ~:\: 
. identifying Agency components, Agency staff empl~yees ·an·d Agency inter~;l ·:'. . 

. filing insti.-uctions .. The deletio~s were made under the· authority of exempti.oris 
(b) (1), (b) (2) a·nd' (b) (3). This document had a two-page ·attach.mei1t. The~-: -· 
document oi·iginated \vith the FBI aµd has been referred to the FBI for direct· •. 
response to ;·equesters. · 
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1182 - 998 

AMENDED COMMENT 

The disposition of this document has been coordinated with the FBI. 
As a consequence, a deletion previously made but unnoted is now recognized. 
FBI filing instructions and the name of a spedal agent of the FBI aJ~e deleted 
at the FBI's request under the authority of exemJ)1fon (b) (7) (F). 
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CLASSIFICATION PROCESSING ACTION 

iO 

INFO. 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

Chief, Western Hemisphere 

-~--/ 

of. Station, Mexico City p"' 
LNERGO Transmittal of Memoranda 

MARKED FOR INDEXING 

X NO INDEXING REQUIRED 

ONLY QUALIFIED DESK 
CAN JUDGE INDEXING 

MICROFILM 

ACTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES 

Action: Information only 

1. Transmitted herewith are two memoranda concerning 
the request by a U.S. lawyer to examine some photographs taken 
in Seph~rnbeir and October 1963 of an unidentified American 
entering the Cuban Embas~ in ~xico City. The 18 September 1972 
memorandum is from locallLNERGO}and provides ,background -- related 
to an j_nterest in the Lee Harvey Os w a 1 d case -- of the 
lawyer's request. Our reply, dated 19 September 1972,· is self­
explan,.tory. 

2. It appears likely that the lawyer concerned will pursue 
his interest in the photos, and therefore we want you to be aware 
of his request. 
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MI<~MORANDU:M FOR: 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

C 

ltr . Robert T . Nischw i tz} ~ 
'tegal Attach~ 

~ohn Horton) 

~E HARV!( OSWALD 
(105-3702,9-18-72) 

The photographs which your memorandum of 

18 September 1972 requested are not in the files of 

our o.ff:lce. They may or may mt be available in 

Washington. If you are interested in pursuing this • 

matter fu1·ther, the best bet is to initiate the 

request th:c·ough your Washington liaison office. 

Di.stribution: 
Orif~inal - Addressee 

.... l'I ~- Memo Chrono 
.--;~::. l, ··· Headquarters 

OrlI;inator: \ 
DATE: 19 Septe~ber 1972 
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Date: September 18, 1972 

To: Mr. John Horton 

From: Robert T. Nischwi tz • 
Legal Attache 

Subject: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
(105-3702,. 9-18-72) 

This document is for the use. of your -agency only and 
neither it nor its contents should be further. dis-.· 
tributed, nor duplicated within your agency, 
without appropriate authorization. 

Re your memorandum #15, 237, dated May 24, 1972, 
in response t() my memorandum dated. May 15, 1972. 

. . . . 
Again, under the riFreedom of • Information Act", - • 

Attorney Bernard Fensierwald, Jr.; of•Wa~hingion, D~ CJ, 
has requested "twenty photographs of possible white male· 
Arr"ierJcans who had been in Mexico City during September and -
OctobHr, .1963".which were shown on February 20, 1964 to 
Me.xic:an resident Pedro Gutierrez Valencia in an effort to 
determJ.ne if Gutierrez might identify any of-these unknown .. , . 
individuals as the person he previously identified as Oswald,' - -
whom he cl.aimed to have observed at.the Cuban Embassy, Mexico 
City, on October l_, _ 19<33. _ ----->- \ ·. -

'rhese twenty photos were received:froni your ·office. 
on Ji';,1b:t·trnry 19,. 1964 and all were described. as -possible·•··.• . -.. 
i\morlcans who:had visited the Cuban Embassy during September 
and October, 1963. Gutierrez failed to.identify any o~ them. 
as of the person he had seen there on October.I, 1963 and.whom 
he l.n~ lleved to be Oswald. Also furnished to this office ·with 
thH aforementioned twenty photographs were fhe three. phqto •• 

Eue los ur (~S 2. 

·' 
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,. . 

of the individual who visited the Russian Embassy, Mexico 
City, on October 1 and 4, 1963, as referred to in my 

• memorandum of May 15, 1972. Those same three. photos were also 
previously furnished us by you on November 23, 1963. 

• .· : • :·: .. 

The twenty photos referred to abo;e are not ~ow· 
available i•n files,· of this office and they may have been ... ·· 
·returned to your office after they were dis'.I)layed to Gu.tj_errez 
Valencia. 

It is requested that you advise if the. twenty,, 
photographs are presently available in your office,. and:, 
if not, where they may be presently located. •.• · 

In the event their ar,a· available through your 
.~ffice, can they be mad~ p~blic? • 

Enelosed to assist.in.expediti.~g your 
copies of your memorandum,. May 24 j • 1972, and niy 
May 15, Hn2. 
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Transmittal of Memoranda 
ACilON REOUIREO • WER:NCES 

Action: Information only 

1. Transmiti.:ed herewith are two memoranda concerning 
the request by a U.S. lawyer to examine some photographs taken 
in September arid October -1963~ of an unidentified American ......... -. _. -· ... 
entering the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City .. · The 18 September ·1972- ... 
memorandum is from local F'BI· and pro_vides background -- related.· 
to an interest • in the· Lee Harvey O • s w a 1 d case -- of the .. ·_--·.. ••• 

... _. lawy_~.r. f_·s :t"~~~-~~-~ r"• • 9u~ .. ~~_ply, .:.d~ted. 1~ ---~~p_:{;,f:;_nfpe1.~. l~?'.2, '"_is.c~.s~~J.;7>:-;.:.;,,.~:.'. 
explanatory. .. -... - - -. ,: ..... -·- - - · - ... : ... •- .:.::.• - .. -· ---- - .. 
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.. 2o It -~ppears 
. b~s_jn~e~est in the 
·of his request . 

likely that the lawyer concerned will: pursue· _ ·~·, 
photos, and therHfore we want you to be awa-re . 
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MEMOP,..l\NDU11 FOR: 

FROM 

SUBJECT . . 

Legal Attachei 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
t 9-18~72) 

· .Tha, photograp_hs •Which .your. nemorand.um of'~:: __ .·.,: ·,.· ···.· 

. is Sep·tember 1$7.2 requested are not .• in· the files ·of··.,.·.:,-..· · .- -~--=-·~· 
. . . . . . . 

. • •. . • . • •' • • • •,• •••••• '. • • ' .- . •• • - • . • ·..-Y -~ - •. • •·· --

_., .our ~ . .Q.ffice_. , .,They :.~~Y. ~c:r:·.~a::, .: l~t _: !Je .. a,..:ii.13ble_· i.~ ~-: ::·: • • ~ • • .: •• 
... • •... ·., . -- ' .... •.. • .. ••• . _. -_·= -...... ~-- --·-·- .• . :•·::_.·.:,=:·._::~::··~·-~·-·-::;:":":. :" ·.·-::"-:.:..-.::":-:_;_,~--:. _.:·r= r·.:·_-~·-;-._~-·::_:·~· ~: 

_.'. Wa~hington~ If _you are interest~d-_in purs_uing this:·.:·· • • •• - ·- • 

-.~.--.=~;tt;~·\i~'ih~;}··ib~~ :b_~-~i .'.:b~t· :l.$ {i,.'.\[~iti~i;· \~~:,'.-.\~,'.~;::_ .. • : .. >·-~;· ~>- ~:.'. 
request through your Washingto11 liaison office .. 

, .... ui·~; /;;·z:':f/- ~::.<:::::',::,;;-;~::,.;.·:(.,.;,,;;.;;;t;> • . .-::i .. \ 
~ D1str1.oution: · · · · ·. - .. .-. , 

Original - Addressee • 

1 - Memo.Chrono 
··2.·· 1: - Headquarters 

Originator: 
DATE: 19 September 1972 
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