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WO MUY TR Chief, Far Jast Jivision V”’fﬂﬂ
tire Doole == Offduin/ud/P e

sedg oy Tarther roview mnd tightening up of CAT
in

gover situstlon as regards CAT pilots
IndoeChina,.

le For the third time withi: the psst ten cays, the Dirsctor
raiced a zeries of ssarching guest?ons concerning our over-all
pesition and prepervedness to cope with the possible eventuallty of
the loes, from enemy zetion, of one or wmore of the M7 sir-crews
now operating in Tndo-Crina,

?, The Uirector ves given a certein amount of resssurance
corcerning the contractual srrangements between 047, e such, and
the pllotr, inelading provisions for Insurance benelite. however,
the Dircetor's guest'ons were mueh brosder than this and whet he
really wanted was for us to tske every sbtep we can possibly think
'of to raady ourssives for whabt might happen in the wake of the
Legsa of 747 nilots or erew nexbers who are UD eltl-ens in Indos-
(hinme poinbed out that thare would probebly be considererles
press and possibly demands for eengrsssimal
the elreumstances invelwod in the death of I
tig Pioreign war,"

g nubs o e $ichtened up and possivly
2 new anploes wa vorked on, and in any case thie should

rec:ive your sriority attention and consideretion and any construcls
ive thoushte which von nay develep shonld be coordinated, 28 appro-
priate, with the 17 officisla, the “tate lepartment and serhaps
the ‘epartrent of lefense, These sre the nmost likely origlnal
tsrpeby for questioning and eriticism, and we should be sure thet
there 45 a well understood party line.

Le The Jirsctor was resinded thazt as far as “tate and
“efemse are roncarned theyspecifically approved of the propesed
contract hetwreen CAT and the Trench authorities for the enployment
of 11" crews (Arerican), /It is my recollection that the N°C and/or
the Or% wers &30 ot on notice of thie prepored contract, tut this
point should »& checked acalin in our r&cords;?
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S5e¢ There was a discussion of the analogy velween this present
situation and the old == pre=i entry into Vorld Var IT e glemick
£ ths Flying Tigers. The seteup was somewbat di "ferent in thet
the Chinese ationalist Goverment wos the cubeout —e Opsrator =w
tut the faet wes there nonetheless that the funds were provided by

the U7 Covernsent to the Chinabs, that b eitizens were invelved
in a "foreign wer", and thet the Covernment winked at certein laws
wrich were on the siatube books at the time and which by their
terns were restrictive or prohibitive of sueh actions. Tt would
be useful to have General Counsel’s Office check the laws of the
19L0-)1 period with today's laws soplicable to this subloct, Tt
is my d-presston thad the old Meutrality fet had resl teetk in ity
btut that thle law was substant’ally repealed or apended in connece
tion with Lendelugse,

1 LTI
3 le w1 ~.»vx.,ln

Director {Plons)

ces DU via 0CT
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VRMOTANDUM FOR:  Chief, Far Bast Division /
CAO/DD/P - Attention: Mr, Doole

SURJECT Reference nemorandun

SR ET TENCR Jlemorandum for C/FE and ¥r. Doole from DD/P
dated 17 March 19543 subject: Further review
and tightening un of CAT cover situation as
rezards CAT pilots in Indochina.

1. After General Cabell had read his copy of the reference
memorandun, he was apprised that FE was undertzking to formulate
a cover story or have State formulate a cover sbtory which could
be used in the event that one of the CAT pilote were lost in
FIC, He stated that in addition to this he felt that what the
Director had in mind was to provide a cover story for others who
might ve concerned in that eventuality including (a) each pilot
in the event he is captured and (b) the other rilots working in
the area, Ambasssdor Heath, CAT itselfl, General Navarve, the
Nefense Uepartment and CIA, and in the last instance, the cover
story nay well be completely negative. In formlating any cover

story == and 1t is recognizec th:t it will be based largely on the
truth ~- consideration should be given to various subsidiary
eventualities such as the death within Communist territory, death
within friendly territory or capture by the Comnunists,

2. Will you please undertake Lo advise and assist in the
formulation of thege cover stories to be comaunicated to those
concerned and checked out with them as to whether they are
acceptable,

</
[ .
TRTIUR L. JACORS
Special Assistant to DB/P
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M A \/AILABLE]
47 KPR 0%

DIRECTOR
FE 6
coP, DD/P-ADVIK 2

FOLLO®ING 1S

FOLLOWING IHFQ RECEIVE
DIREGTOR S eIVIL AR TRANSPORT: CREWS REPORT !NBUFFICIENT
AND THEFFECTIVE AIE COVER 1M AIRDROP AND NAPALM MISSIONS, CREWS
A IRCRAFT CONSISTS SiX 374 GUNS, POSSIELE FEW
HIGHTLY. CAT PERSONNEL STATE SUFFICIENT
TO TEAL WITH ANTIAIRCRAFT WEAPOWS BUT TACTICS
- RESEMBLE WORLD WAR ONF TAGTICS. DTROPS MADE
BY FRENCH AR FGRCE FROM C47 AIRCRAFT FROM MIGH ALTITUDES WiHIH
ELY 9% PERCENT FALLING HANDS VIET MINH. HIGH
AR FORCE #ADE SIMULTANEOUS #iTH LOW DROPS MtDE
T RESULT STREAUERS ENTANGER NG CAT UANNED
C14918 ROUSSELOT REPORTS EXCELLENT POSSIBILITIES COLLECTION
AR INTELLIGENCE 18 AR AECOYMENDS THIS PURPOSE AR FORCE OFFICER
SE ASSICHED E[THER AS MEVBER CAT CREW OR OPERATIONS DUTY WITH CAT CR

7

SECRET

B oo, ok LS, | % P
IT 1S FORBIDDEN TO MAKE A CCPY OF T"‘iS MESSAGE  Copy Mo .
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17 APR 54

PAGE -2~

HIS COMPANY (CAT) WiLL COOPERATE iN ANYWAY REQUESTED BY AlR
FORCE. WITHIN THEIR LIMITED CAPABILITIES CAT WILL CONTINUE
FURNEISH THIS OFFICE SUCH INFO THEY OBTAIN,"

END OF MESSAGE
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