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i ases and bulletproof cars, and his aver-
) "sion to photographers and public up-
¢ pearances, his: notoricly as a stiperspy
: has always made General Reinhard Geh-

“len a controversial figure. As hcad of -

" German military intclligence on the,

“:Eastern Front duung World War 11,

Gchlen so'infuriated Hitler with his pre-
. .cusc _predictions of Sovict victorics that
!.der Fiihrer ordercd him sent to ar in-
“ sanc asylim, Jnstead, he fled to the Ba-
: varian: ‘Alps,” and later made a deal
*with' the invading Amcricans: 50 cascs
of secret' data on the Red Army in re-
turn: for - U.S. financial and political
: backing' for ‘what became Bonn’s post-
: jwar ‘cspionage organization, thc BND
f . (Bunde.muchr:c/:lcnr/:m:l) An obscssive
: ; anti-Communist, Gcehlen helped  plot
=, some of: the crucial undercover moves
of the cold war. But the shadowy chicl
"'of German intclligence was forced into
- retirement at.the agc of 66 in 1968, part-
* ly because two of his aides were found
. . to-be Soviet double agents. Now Geh-
“len has.again stirrcd up a contraversy
i =—this time with his forthcoming mem-
+ oirs,; Der Dienst (The Servicc).

Hated and Feared. The book is said
ito have brought $175.000 for its seri-
- alization, starting last weck in the West
German newspaper Dic Welt, and over
$500,000 has reportedly Leen bid by a
“group of book publishers Jed by the
World Publishing Co. in New York.
- Gehlen . claims to have known about
2 the Berlin Wall beforc it went up, ta
; have ‘been aware of plans for the So-
viet invasion of Czcchoslovakia before
it occurred, and to have correctly pre-
+ dicted the outbreak of the Arab-Isracli
", war,of 1967. Perhaps his most startling
“assertion is that missing Nazi War Crim-
i idal Martin Bormann was really a So-
'..* viet agent who dicd in the Sovict Union

- “.Jess than three ycars ago.
- A more shadowy figure than Gehlen
hlmsclf Reichsleiter (Nnnona] Leadicr) .
+-Bormann.:rose’ from an: obscurc ftind
raiser: for .the Nazi Party to become
the second most powerful official of
thé Third Reich. The short, stocky Bor-
_ “:.mann.was: Secretary to the Fiihrer, Di-

;#:fector.. of -the” Party Chancellery, and
one:of thé most hated and feared men
fit Hitler's Germany.
After he replaced Deputy Fiihrer Ru-
IfiHess in 1941, he excrcised virtual
feoptrol over everyonc Hitler saw and ev-
‘erything Hitler read. As executor of Hit-
ler’s. uuue, ‘he was the first to enter the
room™in ..the' Fiihrerbunker after Hit-
: Jer's” suicide. Turning the government
o i'overito ‘Grand Admiral Karl Ddnitz,
-+ Bormann fled the bunker on the night
"of ‘May 1, 1945, in an attemipt to slip
; through the tightening Sovict ring of
tanks and troops only 300 yards away.
‘Somewhere between the bunker and
Fricdrichstrasse Station, Martin Bor-
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wespiic us penchant for secrecy, ali-’

- have at their disposal a well-
“informed intclligence source

& At the 194546 Nurcmberg trials,
when Bormann was sentenced to dca!h
in ahsentia for. his war crimces, two
men claimed that he died on the night
of May I before reaching the Fricd-
richstrasse Station. But hls corpse” was
:never found, and four weeks later his
voice was reportedly heard over a se-

cret radio station in Stockholm, trig-

acring rumors -that have not yet ceascd.

Since January 1946, there have been

reports of sightings of Bormann from a
dozen or more countrics. In 1954 ‘he
was officially declared dead by a West
German court, but in 1964 thc War
Crimes Office in Frankfurt, obviously
convinced he was still alive, posted a
$28,000 reward for Bormann's capture.
Mcanwhile, Nazi Hunter Simon Wie-
senthal  claimed in The Murderers
Among Us that Hitler's deputy had
been simuggled out of Germany to South
America by the Nazi underground es-
cape organization. Wicsenthal said that
on several occasions Bormann was seen
nightclubbing with “the Mad Doctor of
Auschwitz,” Josel Mengele, who is naw
hiding in the jungles of Paraguay. lot-
cr, according to Wicscnthal,
Bormann set up a colony
of cx-Nazis in  Argentina
.near the mountain town of
Bariltoche, where he remains
today at the age of 71, well
protected by thugs and
armed guards.

High-Level Leak. " Wh: i,
then, of Gehlen's allegations
in Die Welr that Hitler's al-
ter cgo was a Sovict agent,
rescued -that fateful night in
1945 by Red Army soldicrs
and whisked off to the
U.S.S.R. to continue his
anti-German work? It is an
established fact that “there
was a high-level lcak of. Nazi
scerets to the Soviets. Ac-

‘cording to the first install-
ment of Gehlen’s memoirs,
both hc and his Abwelir
(Army counter-intelligence)
supcrier, Admiral Wilhelm
Canaris, “camc to the con-
viction that the Soviets must

at the top of the German-
lcadership,” and that this
source was Bormann. Geh-

len says that he received

two .dependable reports in
the 1950s that “Martin Bormanh Jived
perfectly covered and protected in the

- Soviet Union™ after the war and later in-

formation-that he had died there, But
Gehlen's first instaliment provides sparsc
proof for his allegations. _

Hitler's' successor, Admiral -Dénitz,
now 80, called the Gehlen.theory “com.
plete nonscnse.” Tass described it as a

gy swrounamg Bormann be-,

specific details on new strategy.
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w108 an - ast-\Vest dérente. in Eu-
rope. Ccrlmrgr ‘§1c manuscripl, which
contains adel. | analysis of Sovict po-
litical ‘and military goals for the pext <@
two decades and calls for a paralicl build-
up “of Western military strength, can
only be welcomed by foes of Chancellor
Willy Brandt’s Osipalitik. That would in-
clude Dic Welt Owner Axel Springer,
whose criticism of the Brandt govern-
ment borders on frenzy. Gehlen's mem-

. oirs could also bc an overdramatized

cffort at sclf-justification.
For all that, there is at least some

support for Gehlen's astanishing thesis.

A 1947 book called Who Killed Hit-

ler? states: “Russian intelligence reported |
Bormann under arrest, a prisoner of .
the Red Army in the Berlin area in’
carly July 1945—two months after Ber-

lin's capture!™ An Jnternational Néws

Service story in 1950 quotes Wilhelm

Hoettl, a Nazi sccret service cxpert, as -
‘saying that Bormann and other former

German oflicials were runnmg a ‘bu-

reau in the U.S.S.R, to “reorganize Ger-

many, East and West, along the lines

of a people's democracy.”

Cornclius Ryan, aufnor of The Last -
Beatle, said-in a 1966 interview that a
German general “told me he once had
a secrct meeting with Hitler, with Bor-

mann the only other man present. Hit-
ler-gave orders about a change n com-
mand on the Eastern Front, Within
two hours the Russian radio broadcast
the names of the generals who would
be replaced, who would take over, and
Skeptics and Questioners. Top Al-
licd " intelligence sources in Germany
arc skeptical. They wonder why Geh-
len did not turn over the information
he.had to the West German government,
if he indeed had rcal cvidence Bor-
mann was a Sovict spy. Thc War
Crimes Oflice in Frankfurt has an-
nounced ‘that once the book' is pub-
lished, it "will call Gehlen -in for ques-
tioning, particularly since his intelligence
agency was ncver able to uncarth any
clues to Bormann's whereabouts. Bonn
officials are also studying the possibility
that Gehlen may have broken the law .
by not making cvidencc in his pos-

. _session avajlable to the governmicnt.
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