Sve
RN

45 ' oemper 1945 ‘ffftﬁ‘
)?wmwuﬁ If?f goteco¥vveees

? fg;gfff f-:;f SAINT (ail sti;;:?B . | “5 C
FROM: - 'A'i. SAENT; Tondon o S
ﬁ%UBJFGT;' Re orts by Generalmajor’ﬂlwi_'”»“,:f” oo s
L . WGANARTS SRCRRT ORGANIZATION, Part I"; R

- "OANARTS SFCRPT- ORGANIZATION. Part II™; .
‘"SIDELIANTS. ON' THF DWVELOPMFNTS OF THE. 20TH OF JULY
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' o l. The orlginals of . the enclosed reports were brought
to uws In october by the .case ‘offlcer in charme of LAHOUSEN, former
~head. of :Abwehr ‘IT. .Slnce- neither -the fleld nor the:War ‘Room was in’
- 4 positibn,ﬁo prodess them;-and-s ince’ ‘they were obvlougly very Iim-. .
.~ portant, wé-hgve: translated- them_in thls offloe. Séverdl other' . ... .
- ‘reports’ by LAHOUSEN on.matters -comected with the Abwehr have. also
_~ been tranalated, ‘but are -being. glven llmlted dlstrlbution because of
’ their smaller general 1nterest , o

L B8 .‘."'v.

. o - 3 ﬂg these reports, LAHOUSRN was. 8881Sted bY
ﬂ'iéﬁers_;eutnan”f Ar Laltstelle IT Suedostf who collaborated:

. with LAHOISEN almost from the begimning of the 'counteractivity"
4ﬂmordered bm>~AW"I dn bx hr 171, . :

T -3, 1The reports have boen left 1n the ramblimg personal
~sty1e ln whlch ‘LAHOUSEN Wwrote them. Some of thélr-content: ‘appeared
7 In the: recent testimony of LAHOUSFN ‘at the’ Nuernbarg war. crimes’ trtal.

R W

W 4% Thetr” lmportanoe 1les. In the evidence that “the. g *f[h T
- Abwehr was not- weak and ineffectlve merely because of .corruption,.’ BRI
‘defeatlsm, personal politlcs, and superannuatlon, but that even beﬂcre}”&{,ﬁ,

the wary Lt 1 center—of oppos {tion to the Nazi Regimé

* with the ath Og”F;ffj*?j;gg'“ erman victory, ' On this basls, our views . -

. of the GIS, and speclifi, ‘the . failures and lnertla of the Abwehv" O
B néed seriouﬂ revision;;ga’J e : i T
ey - It would not be unnatural 1f LAHOUSFN were: bhllding ;ﬂ ‘

fz up the roles of GANARIS, ‘the! Abwahr, and himself into something. more  -
,defirite and more actlve than they were really. 80 .
azr-»_,oted that 9: 2

'“other witnesses who mlght_j_

v‘informatibn”<

N AR K ‘ S'Q;égﬂﬁngML bn-ﬁe-
6 On the»dbﬁe hand, n°th7néfi§ﬁg;gﬁtly 1mpro§“3%6*%.gff
comeq 1nto LAHOUSEle“apcount Moreover, two 1mportant wltnasaeﬂjwbe L

'Aon this aubject?“ﬁ*

" g ides- FECENFR ,: do.confirm -his story, One’ LlsXGQISwE artiolpen
“the- plans for . the g T1944von m~qR, andaaut‘or‘ "
‘best ascount: The seoond 15 n‘_' ,,"
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. ’ '8; In preparing the reports, wo havo omitted the chart
referroed ‘to at the end of Part I, since 1t added 1ittle more: than an
‘index of names to the aocount in the text. ,

9. LAHOUSEN'S M"Raritactenmappe", tho "curiosity f£1le"

ure - portfo»ioﬁxtg_g?lch ho_ropoatodly refers, may stlll be
in exlstenoe,:_ d a gearéh~for 1t hasxboon Instltuted.
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) SECREL y .
REPCRT BY GENERALMAJOR LAHOUSEN
T oo . e
GAN&RISU QECRET ORGANTZATION . ke

the time of my entry on service in the OKW--May 1938--Gen.
_Ober ¥ revealed to me that my specially-favored assignment
to the Aibwehr had taken place on the basis of information given
him by Admiral C.NARIS in regard to my political attitude. He
‘(BECY) in any case was very ‘anxious for me to stay in the ibwehr.,
For the rest, I should receive from C.MN.RIS exact instructions and
directives -as to how this service was to be carried out in the
situation which.at the time was extremsly critical for Germany and
Europe. :

Shortly afterwards--l was at that time still assigned as
Lieutenant Colonel of the General Staff for treining with Abwehr
ibteilung I as I-H-0st and deputy of the .bteilungschef (Obst.d.Ge
PIECKENBROCK )--CALNARIS todk me into his confidence, appealing to
my anti-Nazi attitudes with which he was familiar, and unfolded
to me his thoughts about the further development of the smtuatlon
in Germany in the main as follows:

“fter the (unfortunately) smooth and all too easy occupatlcn
6f “ustria, HITLER was now resolved to attack Czechoslovakia end to .
dismember it -by-opening the Sudetén German question. This would mean oo
a Buropean war, since the Western Povers and the U3SR would by no ‘ ' e
megdns accept this new provocation. '

Therefore all thess forces that had still kept a clear viow for
actualitiss mist try to prevent this war, vthich would be a mlsfortune
for Germany and 21l Europe.‘

in this sense, he was imparting to me the’ follow1ng secret o . v
directions for the handling of incoring iabwehr I materlal on
Czechoslovakia.

Emphasis and overvaluation of all those reports and pleces of ;
‘inforration that concerned the strength of the Czechoslovak fortiflcationg
the resolute will to defence of the Czech people and its government, :
as well as the probability of intervention by the Western Powers and - {
the Soviet Union (Russian air forco), in order ‘n this way to counteract;

the optimistically colored, editorlallzlng reports (Zweckberichter-

stattung) based on pure Nazi ideology of the SD ard 31mllar party
-wagencies. A :

As persons in hlS confldence. ‘who supporied 11m actively ar
pasgively "in_ ‘efingE_Epward this end C.ALRIS gave ne the

follovlng pames i
' o Gierst

\

-at that tlme, I thiuk, .bw IIIX

T M _ :
- Oberstlt. d.G:x%ROSSKURTH-eChef dow TI

.- udjutant in bw II

4t the seme time, C..N..RIS warned me against Oberst 4 C:v'B.;MLER M
(who is now with SEYDLITZ), at that time Chef .Lbw I1I, and_some
other persons, ‘whose names I ¢an.no longer recall,
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In thls confldential dlscussion, I also received from C.N.RIS
-dlrectlons not to- rbcommend for appointment to the Zentrale (OKW). or'
for high p031t10ns in ‘the rbwehr any “ustrlan off icers of Natlonal

8001allst tendonCIes.'

] rian De ence Ministry) and Oborst Graf MiROGN.,
who then (1938/39) was already head of ..st Viemna, (and) the .ustrian
Ma jor FECHNER, to be taken 1nto the ..bwshr.

Ma jor r;EZER-ORIENBURG was known to me from my servicés in the
sustrian Information Scetion aB on officer not, to be sure, outstanding
'1ntellectually,.but absolutely relisble in his anti-Nazi attitude. He
is married to a Svede; his brotiaer died in a Nezi prisen in Viennz _
I do not know how far, or. whether, VELZFR wazs used or could be. uSud ' .
in the frame of . the "counteractlvity“ in Lbw I.

n 1943, KWlZiER was after all too '

J;nflex1ble mentally for thls thKl;Sh Jov, ano was relcascd by HLNSEN ‘~(
fr HoWEHT $0 B ezirkkommanqo. :

' Ia jor -FECHNER--a friend.of aine from‘youth, was, With soms ,
other iustrian officers, on thé sgarch list that was accessible to
me tlmo of the German entry into Vleuna. (v '{tness for thls_
is whose ‘fathor, a formcr Gueneral in the old iustrian
Lriny, oter 70 ycars old, I was able with the aid of IXROGM. to
“liberate from the Nazi prisor. in Vlenna )

Wlth the support of LROGML, I suecended in removing. the names
of *hese officers--including FECINTR--on tac quiet from the list, and
thus to nrotect FECHNER against his lmmcaLouoly threatened arrest.

Further, 1mmediately after my arrival in Berlin I caused the

.destruction of the dossier that containcd poiitically dangerous
- material on rrCHNER "_ " *

F?CANER. who in the meantime had been dlSulSovd from the army
for political and rvcial roasons and was oxposcd ,fo thé harshest .
political perseccutions, turned to mc for heln ip 1939, since he had

to fear arrest on the basis of furthor accusatidns that had becn
brought againsgt him,

—

SN

In’ order to 5et hlm.away from tiw thrcuuohlng action of the
Gestapo, I had only theé possibility of toklng him on into the .Lbwehr.
"4t that tlme, you-: see, mewbership in the Vehrmacht still offerdd

a ‘relative proteczion aguinst the poersecutions of the Gestapo, the
SD, and other party aszeneies.

But 'since FECHNER was not only under heavy suspicion politieally
because of his sharply anti-Nezi attitude, but furthermore was
regerded as a fxrst-degree "mixed—broed" uider the Muernberg laws,

I hnd first to get. as coverage for myself, the consecnt of QJ»EHS.

GANLRIS declarcd hlmself in acczbrd with the proposed assignment
of FECHNER, cven for strictly confidential business, after my _
thorough descrlption of FECAIMZR and his zbsolute reliability and
sultabillty--al hough this assignment complotely ran counter to the 0
existing lcgal rules.

Oberst I“RUGhnp the abuolutely reliabls head of ..st Vlonna, a
friend of mine, was fequestod  to s pnor+ TSR and . to cover him as
fan as pos31ble against future intesferéacs by ihe Gestapo.

: : SeCREr
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. . On my suggestlon, Cnr&RIS suGCeuded in preventlng the draggdng-
'away of FECINER'S father, whieh had been pl: nned--an 80 year old

Colonel in the old- uustrlan “rmy.'wno had been a Catholic all his

life .and suddonly wes a "non--ryan' according to the Nuernberg laws.

ufuur the departure.of the foruer Uhuf of ibwehr “bt01lung II.
Cberstlts 4.G. GROSSKURTHy I took over the scvction et the
beginning of 1939 after a long discussion with C.LNLRIS, I am
’;eportlng in my autoblobraphy on the motives that induced me to
ac i~ ;NhRISNEVon &8 splrltual responsibilitye.
In’the basic discu°s1on with CANARIS before I took over the
section, I received "Open" 1nstruct10ns. intendcd publicily, and
"secret directions®, -

‘The "open" ordoxs to me concernlng the conduct of .bwehr nbt
II weres

l) Limitations to purely mllltary tasks and absolute non—
-partlclpatlon in nolltlcal actions,

- 2) Snarpest regection of all mcthods tha* were customary with
thc SD and the Gestapo. The struggle is to be carried on within the
boundaries that have beén maintained in past and present by all
participants in tHe war, even in this specisl spherc,

3) . No collaboration with SD end Goetepc. These basic "open" |
instructions were sxXpressed and ropeaied vy C.LKN:RIS and myself at everytﬂ
intorral discussion, sabwehr II meeting, oir--:n rrach sharper and moré

. deflhlte form -~ in case of ind1v1dual entel prises of Nazi or espe01ally
‘vactivistio " officurs., .

" Thesa sy be known to evirr offizav 7 v farmer section.

GANLRIS 1nformed'nb-of’the-foilowing brsic instructions for
" the "secrct tasks“‘ ‘

- With the successful pulllng~1n of Czcehoslov.kia into the cphere of
power of the Third Reich-=~a process to which the last responsible
hief-of the Germen Ceneral Staff, CGon. Cberst B-CK, was sacrificed
because, of his hostile attitude--the way to war with Poland hes bewn
opened for HImEER and his cllque of eriinals.

(QdﬁLRIS) am- conv1nced that th@ other grecat Po.vrs will not
be eaught this time by the "political slei:ht of hand tricks of this
pathological liar?!. War means a catas®rophe far greater and beyond
comprehension for Germany and all mankind would be thc victory -
of this Nazi system.

" This must. be prcvcnted under all circumﬂuancesl“--

Nlth reference to tne activity of ny s ctlon, I recelved tne '
following confidential tasks:- :

—_

R
- -format;;ZEBT_E—anret orgdnlzatlon wlthln sbwohr ibt IT
and- the Brandenburg Rugimcnt, with the purposc of embodying the
antl-Na21 ‘forces .and preparing them for all illegal acts that might
be p0381ble in the future aédlnst the system.

2) Gradual but systematlc removal cf fauutlual Nadls or SD spies
from the sectlon.

SECRXT




3) Passive conduct of ubwohr II work, with external sbow of

Epbacont yery-ere WV/-;’:'_

A) Failure to carry out entcrprlsps wdose uXucution can be
av01ded .in any WaYa - '

‘ Lbsoluté prevention}of failure to follow orders for kidnapping,
assassination, poisoning; or similar actions relatcd to the methods:
of the SDo :

(With the beginning of the Russian Caupaign, Points 3 and L of
‘these confidontial tasks. were considcrably loosened, and limited in.
their original version to the Western Powers. Lgainst the Soviet
Union I reéeived a frcelhand in my work—-with the ¢xecuption of
prevention, fully valid for this combat too, of .atrocities, SD methods,
etcs This corresponded to C/ALRIS' anti-RBolshevist attitude.

5) In collzboration Wlth mllltarj ropresantatives of Lllicd or
‘neutral states, ¢losest alliance.with the anti-Fascist elsments, with
absolute_ﬁon—dontact, as far as possible, with any Fascist organizgtions
(Phalange, .rrow Cross, Iron Guerd, Fiascicts, ctc.). -

+6) Current instruction of these anti-Iuscist personalities of
a&t&eg_gg_gggira&‘bsungg;gg_on the™wetual military and political sisuation.
of Germany, as a counterweight against the censciously deceptive and ‘
colored inforation of the Wehrmachtfuehrungsstah, the .ittache Lbteilung, .
and otqer offlcial German military a.d pol.ticel OleCLS.

Protection of these pergonalities wEronst 8Dy NSDGaP, and Foreign
Office. : '

7) Extensive alleviation of the crishirs cieatod by the brutallties
of the Nazi’ Regime, as far as the possibility . for this is given in the
sphere of influence of the section, :

I recognized in this secret comaission from C RIS the possibility
of making an active contribution tovard 2reding my home .LUSTRI. from the
Nezi terror and from Prussian-German militarism, and from this moment
I placed myself completely at the disposal of C.N.RIS and his circle.

«f ter I had gatlyred in my section. aud in the further area of ny -
sphere-of activity confidantes and like-minded people, and in part with
' thelr aid ‘had removed from the sectlon "acbivisit " Naz1-<dherents abd

iy immediate homeland lay close to wy .sustrian heart, I
mntrusted FECHNER, the friend of my youth, with the construction
and the direction of a 8secret organlzatlon of similar tendency for
sustria and the Southeast,

Fram 1939 I initiated FEC{NER--alone among the officers of this
organizatlonp-completely into 'all plans. He alone knew also,all my
collaborators and confidantes, so that in casc of my death he would

have bein able to maintain the continuity of the counter‘ct1v1ty.»
C.NURIS and OSTER also knew this.

"Llready in 1940 I informed TECHNER. of ny colléboration;with the
group of "20 July", and gave nim the neceesary instructions for himself.
. SECRET ‘ ' B
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On the activity of the "Secret Organizetion CLM.RIS' and the

successes attained in its counteractivity I am meking a seperate
reports . '

An outline of the C..N.RIS Orgpanization, suppléuented by my
cross-connexion to Gencral OSTER und other persons, is attached to
this report. ' '

SECRET
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'operate in sabotaging e-German victory. It was the last,,

desperate Tesilt of” his efforts ‘to . prevent -this second world

"vwar--eﬂbrts which caie from his understandlng of the aims- and o

&merican world. ‘and from his EiQQE;M

'clearrand correct. Judgment of". ‘the industrial and armament

-

potentlalitles of theee countries..

GANARIS had already begun in 1937 to ‘moke exact notes’ of

..hls'officia actlvitiee, ‘and- to .collect all documents concerned
-with the dévelopment ‘of the political and milltary~political

qituation in. Germany. ‘in. order, as he often, explained it to me.

: and othors who. f:clt the saume: way, to show sometime to the World

' and to the German peOplo, How this War. was mlschlevously let

- - apdiwith” immeaeurable_ove, self conflu; co, (*The world should .
filknow ‘how: gulity these‘p 0ple WQre“- an ofton ropoated sentenne
’Of GANARIS‘), ' _ -

1oose (vom Zaune. gebrcchen) 3n'a crimina‘ly dilettante fashlon.

\

This diarm to which I as ‘8 person in whom he- had speciel

CANARIS weas hanged. after,horrible torture, on: Aprll 9.

",1945 ‘Through ‘thig, in Ty .opinion, the moet important Witness'

- and: extensive sourcg of the most matcrlal for the proeedltion

JJof var. crimes have been lost.

Immediately after taking ‘over nbwehr Abt II. f.e. in° early '

t41939o I. began for organize-the counteractivity, in accordance w1th
- the meaning of the ﬂconfidential m1351on" glven me by GAN;RIS.

o A8 an. Auetriap, in other words as an officor considercd as -
salvage (Boute-offizier), Who hod'boen pushed ahead of a ‘wholé .

-8tring  of ‘much older officers, mosting stemming from ‘imporial,

: Prussien-Gernen circles. I had to go to work With the greatest

of care.'

"-I'.

My werk Was made easier through the fact, that. at that time o

i

: tne Abvuhr was ‘a collecting pool for all xnti-Na21 forces,

Even though these fo 'es had ‘Jbecn enlargud nmetly through
htist ‘ ion,parties and. fighting corps PR
8, National Youth groups ete.) yot
presént 1o of"liberal tendencies, of dll - 'M
frelig_ous beliefs. and spiritual tendencies, German Separatiets

'and Auetrians everywhere, and even- worklng &CthGLYr

t»/‘ HereZIfmust point out a: fundamsntal difforonce between the
A';developmen -ofhthe ‘carogr; of an Ahwehr officer ond - that of the
'-'Gestapo'o the :

SD OffiQiﬁly : _’__{

- LFeoRn U ed Beeme unfertunatoly to- have fallen into fib‘-'
L the han;s oF the Gestapo :SD) '




' _ milltary organisation called the iWehrbund® ~which was directed

o SEGREI‘ | -
. 2 o

G While tho “b».'ohr offlcer. through his belonging to the L
. army. 'Wwais 'sepurate from -the. party, out off from Nazi: ideology, et e
-and. pro’qeoted from them) proof- of especially strong and faneticel- o
,,National Socialist activity was & Self-undorstood condi tion t6 U
: becoming ‘an.-Sp-or Gestapo officiul. They (thu c—estapo e,nd SD) I e
were specifically National Sccialist Orders. . S e SIS
o The Abwehr officor might o e , National Socialist also. e e
-Ges ‘ i K "__rr*Nazis, and were the uninhibited ST o
and’ unthinking e:cecutors.r:of'public ond sceret orders, which were
"signed with the nemes HIDMER, HEYDRICH ~nd K.».L'I‘IINBRUNNER ’

. My predecessor. Obstlt. de G. GROSSKUR‘I‘A. a true Prussianv B
‘ who however. as. the son’ of g hcrd-prcssed Protestant clergyman. '
was stréngly egamst the HITI_.ER systcm and a trusted friend: of
‘QANiRIS, as well as.a friend. of OSTER, at that time. Oberst, = -
““handed on to: me his '*utant, -Captain Le. FIEDIER, and his -
'secretary. - QIaT, whom ho considered cbsolutely trust- '
worthy. o

_ After ‘the separation of FIEDIER from thc Abteilung (mid-l939)
I appointed Captain’ (in tho' Reser'qe) LBSHAGEN, who had been
'reconxnended ‘to mo' by PIEDLER and OSTHR, A8 my ad Jutant and as
',leader of the directing (Chef) group,

'r”'v‘fter‘_ his re']:ease he was expelled from the

B For nuetria and for the SOutheast I g,ot my old childhood
friend Ma jor 'FECHNER" (cf. ‘Part Iy ps3) and placed him in Lgt . ~
‘ _vienna (Heed. Generel Ccunt M.ROGNn *20 7 M;) R

I had intended FECHNER ae a’ supporting figure and 1ater as_

- leader of the secret orgenisation planned for Lustria-and the’
Southeast. _ .. .

0

FECHNER had for many years been an official of the nustrian .

'egainst the Nazls, e
Because of the terrible persecutions Which ‘he and - his parents

had been subjected to. he- put hine elf with fanatical zeal to the
. tasks assigned to h:un. RIS . .

'

Under his direction, in fact. -the. existing organisation in the
Southeast received the greatest impetus and obtained the ,best

: results. o S o . . R -

'thi 8 Ou‘b‘fit’

'a-;“a, a‘ion Cmmnandér




, : pa o
about vrhi' __—._{I was gradually though not al’cogother, informed). A

2 'J,gthe members of this secret organisatiqn montioned so
i far qcmcmunic ated With other tmatworthy persons; whose names ,‘

o T, were only partly knovm to mo, and uhou I can only parﬁy' :
remember-i-_:‘ IR . ,

v Along, vuta tho acquis ition of antl-Fascist foroes vvent the v
. L purging of ‘the A,bteilung of- Nazis, \Lctinsts. %3D informersﬂ . T
R That could only be achie dgradually.  BSH.GEN, to whém ] e
I : ' el a&ministmtlon of tho ‘theilung, carraed o ";.; -

- E"OffiCur of 1ong-standing, .[ somewhah R
j"jiconfused. -v'ry activis, [ dveriturer. in old- SOut‘mest “frican, S
 'who-already ;during. the' first - :6r1d ¥ar had been in English ‘captivitys
.. No'Nazi. ‘Most. recently was leader of .thé irab legion- in Tunis. and
- was’ talcen prisoner by elther “the Engllsh or ;;mericans.

jor (now General) BJEBERT. n 0ld 1 -o:ficer. \ Vain,

"'-limited and obstinate Nezi. . - ) b
A Res. Rat. Dr. PEI'ZOI.D.\ ss member.' 'Wés" Susbe_"cte’d.'O'f--acffin‘gf“:?- . \ R
: - for the SD.q. j S e o L : bk f"."- LY

_ Rittm. spms. ,

Intellectually unimportant, but 8 convinced

VR

Research uotlvmt“ ,Over-bearing Pruss:.axr
eve in: 1940) but turned u,p later in .;bw III

. ’trian Offloer. Sudenten-German.. i
-tSD type. Took par. --:in h _'ngs and ‘torturings of the Russian =«

~civilian. population in the” East (interrogatlon ncthods of “the- &p) .

. -not by* order of. the militaryjposts. » Wlhesqes present. Is a War
"'»_Crlminal. e o N i . _—

’

: Was in the . . .-
roup Leader in the West, Was .



-f(Group leader aast) had been
active in the R ehr £Or- 13 year.s° He is'a born Pru851an
(Typical Berlin philistine) S N

‘ the G ,"'ity“ I ould uae him only w1th limi-," -
tations, -and - even then only! w1ththe greatest ‘care. Lt times
he was a: heavy drawback for me. - STOLLE was a moderate NaZi,

_ Wlth lincs out to Prussian reactiona“ies.

Within the nerrow limits of hig Frussian mentality he
: intrigued against me as the Austrien wuo had been advanced
ahead of. him. o :

, FRETT“G LORINGHOVEN, at»my su,éestion, got rid of him
- inmediately when he. came into his Kommando (middle of" 1943).
;o .
‘ " General i4Ge FREYTAG-LORINGHOVV’\; (ke shot himself on the . .
26 July, 1944 ), befort being -arrested by the 3D, to whom I. .
handed over the "Secret Organisation®, after éiving hin full
1nstructions, in ‘complete detoil, continued uhis policy of
purging tne “bteilung after my depa"ture for the. front..

, ing’ mv time Bearbeiter of bt II in the
KO Spain, wha turned out to be @ fanatical SD man under dKORZENY :
was, unfortunately, not recognized and renored in tine,

PR )

: _ory mo\sures. described in- the fore- o
going, the’ baSis was 3iven for the realication of the principle
of "passive leadership" ordered by CLNARIS uodcr a pretense .
of the greatest upparent actiVivy.

g

While for me, the paSSive direction V&S usde easy by the i
personnel policy, éntéréd ‘upon-By Cill.RiS, end surely ‘therefore. -
knowingly held to by my Lbteilung, the anparent activity could
be- supported ospecially by the success reports (written by '

‘ lBSHLGEN) Whlch were\edited and arr ranged accurdingly.

The personnel policy of GnNuRIS wes usable for his
secret plans.

His directions to me in this connection were as follows:

nnti-Nazi sentiments were to come before: Spocialist
qualifications. “The younger, intelligont dnd. technical Yy~ - -
qualifiod’ people wére. to be taken . and placed in leading: positions
only - when ‘they ‘could be -used for. our purposes, By and large,

) _zis shou“nw &

_d_as cozpr and protection against the RSH&. :

I went Very far in the pmssive direction of my- nbteilung.
ThlS was. strongly critioisod by the Nazis and other more
actice ekaments in tbe “bteiluug -

Qbstlt FsChNER my representative in the Secret O”ganiza-"'
tion in the ibteilung can tolL you more -about thise

y S

the old, expcrienced (‘the good 013 Sante Cluuses® as he expressed 3]j
it) should be retained and allowed to continue theipr work._ i few




L¢ cognis;d, andseen through -
ing exacgu‘f*loas awd Ialsifica 3 ﬁg

(u; Taithful,; good. sailor, bp: with a,“t ine " uu‘blbokn- to quoté S
 CANLRIS, who! Tecommended him to me a3 T Hess qualified for '
carrying out th).s task) e A -

I come ‘now to e debcriptlon of thu actaal counteractiv1ty.j“.
‘ It meant neglecting' htexrp ises-yhi ‘th had treea ordered, -and_the: .-
_!_niﬂ pon-exeoutﬂon of any orders Whlun invc.ved als oclties. Flnall,

1 ‘_,_j, e._res'ted 20.7. t.
-t,.- ,: D ‘ & '-(dead),
‘*jfdesirab o pelTTzcal act1v1ty With

'lwho dled skortly afturwards, with
. & richly supor-annuated officer of
L1 clear nstru t;ons to cut d0wn the

I% Abtélluﬁg. '..-8
personnel,of ﬁbt,'

Aﬁzviue.




conma.nd 'with t‘le greate susm,clon. ‘Onb day-;-tne exact ‘Qne:. ,,is _ )
1 "tunat ,_lygp.navai{abu, sacret notes’ ("Rarltaeten_i;‘. oy
' "Yfé order from ICB,ITEL to arrange for '

'_.braér',.-about wHicH. theii_, ther ohafs of the sbt PTACKENBROGK and- L
BER\]'I'IVEGNI also. knew~-would not, only 2ot ‘be t: ransmitted 8Ly L
._further. but. a.tso tha'b A_in no case would 1t e carrled out. S

o Whetﬁe* th:.s org sprang frc\m e hesd. of. dITIIR, or’was.
) }:‘suggested to “hing: by th.e Wehrmachti‘uca ngs‘cab T no longer know
T believe the flrst.

’ o Deepl* angered- I talked \,ith many- pe ople Wilo folt the: sa.me T

'  ‘way about:it,-even with officcrs outeids-of oiwr cn‘cle, about ° e

. this attemv)t :of "KRTITEL ‘0 : drag the. .bw Lot IT invo the methods oo
of the SD, and to: force my suhordinates, whoso JOb was fighting. R

the accompanym : 1rcumstances iof thls e
’ _ "raging fury. . iAo, and probably .also" the ,
Wehmachtfuehzungstab QJ’ODL) suspectad that GIRLUD must be &n. - . . -~
i ant political: P rsonalitv, and saw in hin the man WhO vould' L

_ T ks in the case of WEYGAND, KBIIT"I_, orrierad CANRIS to
ellmlnate GIRLUD by having him murdered by 4Lbt IT.

- The date of this order is also in my secret notess It was
probably about 6-8 weeks after GIRI UD's fJ.ight to North Lfrica.

~ The refusal to eXecute ‘this omuer lﬂwwlse, and the- preven--
“tion of its transmittal . to the SD was one of the most dlfﬁ, cult
and dAngerous fcasks of the actlva cou_aturacuivity. : :




deey. ahd’ when I-IEYDRIGH had- teen
egirad & C

HE"J"I‘CH' deathu-:.,
f KEJILJ., and I-I[TLER.




P

“bad politician.. ...; PRI
- RAHN derlved hlS impression\of GIR“UD supposedly from having
been}p escnt at the digcussions held W1th CTR”UD in tne Gernnn--‘

,.of French priscnéré of‘war), which vere the rosult of GIRuUD's ’”L\?-Ti“‘“

flight, and’ were damaging Franco-Gcrman relatlons quite badly.

fever’understovd the meanlng of the '
tibn, and Who elung to out—worn ideas™

- dyer ‘the behayiour of “the Fr thFleetc whioh 1ay i and bef@re B
Toulon. played a\large part in the' pzebalatory measures of the ». .-~
Wehrmachtfuehrungstab. It vies feared thq‘ ‘the shlps would' slip

away (by nlght) to African ports.

-~ . KEITEL, in the presence of CANARI~, had given e orders to
.sabotage the . ships in the harbor, and thoss nearby, at. least to-
such an extent (through technical sabotage), that for a certen -
pericd (T bblleve 12 or 2A hours were deuandod) no ship could
escape.

After GANARISL'inHKhITEL's presence, had urged me 10 act







:

Lo art m arr anging for the'
F neh: soldlers from Germah

_émembor diptinctly Go' 2
la_.ng-i@-nz‘. a’nd"t,hg




pm_rt’ly from the“Sp-amsh CivAl W
‘Germany-‘ in th "Gibraltar Eb,l’ceaz'prise'r

i .,_;_@anisa polit icians, fo
'ign Off’ice. '

s

! n-belligerent",\ e,nd
. ckcn her territory, even




v

e would aliways q_t,led’st'. for.
tqh.ed plans of” the Foreign Office
aﬁ3~time. being hlmself directly

‘uitn thls policy,*’




_ But a few
iud--in nxy opinion u.nder

v that certain circlos oi‘ fhe Foreign o iqa
¥ AmpILeatbion; o having l', quida’bed i.m

EL.this particular, politically
e:Foreipgn Office was- ‘settleds :
ad @repa*'m a varning.to- England
casé the. s\,hemﬁ a\,tually went

L

regtt ar English air-courier-
..91m~
- night, and flew over the. h:.gh
T sa.ble, or, almost 80,7 for the . ",

i e ;)
cqunnia.nd Fof “both. the “i*‘ Forae and the,;
mg ‘uzgéncy, “the. effective KRR

wig raffic with Sweden, which
it .“m...itlcm. and m:.lltary loaders.
PEETE: .‘b“ in.order at the saue time 'bo
‘t At aothing would' be. undev'taken. Majar
\ the. ‘éxecutton of this enterprfse. o’
; ‘tecr by O.N..RIS and ne personally,
a~wh: l . .

rination” could bo- given by IJB.JOI‘ .
Ly hé' was expolled from the .;rmv)

actlve since the £all: of

hé organisation was able to’

,pletely dii‘ferent paths in . -
' ‘écret agreemnt.- Thus,

- ordcrs of Army Group. F‘
eclared to be unfeasible
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qr else impossible because of an, wlluged shortage. of uaterlal.'

'“”lBut the Vienna groupwwansucceselLl ¢specially in hindering or
e, loast ~tle execution v cormands given by the Lir

Y ,"ésamp ‘Operution KINO) of such an undertaking

. whlch'was cempletelyf uacessfully prevented has already been |,

- fully described.ix another place. Twc other etamplee of a;eh—"“"‘

courrterwork are described in ‘the .folic nings. :

N

QRGANISﬂrLON POR THE D Twﬁmb oF
L TI'E D.sNUIJJ".: y :
_ This was an ergnnnquvlon. connect(d with the Viena IT
\ group. whase aim was to. uarry out only caupletely pass.ve
- defense, against sabotage, ard'which hac instélled and nalntaiaed
under cover ‘soldiers-in. ail the ‘Danube ports, and on all -the
river ships. ,“geih and again attempts weie mode to mak: of
. 418’ organisation, which was fairly st ong and knew the' ¢ountry
hellg aw active. sabotage groups - LUV T, degnite orders, and
“in spite of the fact that it would have: bsed perfectly feasible.
they never undertook one:- real sabotase asvion, from the, -
o beginnlng “of ¢ the war. until they wers t€ ten over because of their
- fhactivity by the. SS Jagdverbae e in 135, The luader of .this.
organieatlon, Lestrian, was absolved .

capitulefio
investlgat\d for t&e saus rcason.

ooom:m'rmN WITH THE GLDNNS el

: The Vienna GrOup Was abJe el devel p's;eciel activities 1n S
(the Ukraine problem. CQQperation, which had been ordered, with - REES
ithe Organisation ‘of. Ukrainian Natlonals was caxried Qut mostly '
uby Vienna in the: early” daye ‘9f “the war. The legder in that area }

- of the combined -organisatio:, Cbers a former Keuoke officer "
-of Ukrainian origin, was an old ‘schcol friend of mine and FECHNER
'Thus there existed a relationship of mutual confidence from the

first. .The anexampled unjust and unfair attitude taken by the
responsible Nazi posts towards the Ukrainians had soon provoked
‘e ‘straiped atmosphers, passive resistance and finally direct
‘. _fenmlty. which at the end of the war showed” itself clearly in
‘the attitude'of the Ukrainien Revolutionary .Army (UPA ). The =
: ) JUkTa v ] tionalists into Special fighting

A pp¢
'Vxn grand style; a few hundred Ukralnians were actually made ready.
'tralning ca&nps were built, and great activity was appareptly
developed. The actual- mission. thever, both against Poland in
39 £ T RUSzie—in 1941, was dragged out interminably and
in.prd Ih both cases the formatlons set

erea;in (h ‘r9aty butlin'each casa. nmnnly because of thetr
beliied amp 5 'S




S the v1enna grcup continued to mintain contact with
'"the OUN, even’ after its leader was arrested and the organisation
was dissolved, and oven tried to mitigate the sentences of the
arreeted ones, as well as those of the lessoer’ mcmbers of the
organisation, to the best of its ability. Ruthlessly and
succéssfully, it intermened dopeéially {dr tha lecader, Oberst
JARY, who was also imprisoned in Vienna, andi on behalf of his
wife who was persecuted because or her non-Aryan background.

The Vienna graip also had active connczions with the Vienna
Resistdnce movement, as well as the most ve.legated oppusition
groups, and supported these in every possible way.

In time, the extensive and very active counteractivity
carried out Yy the Vienna group, which was also numerically
uite strong,y led tc¢ ths eropping vp of certain suspicions,
%hteh_axsnféeveinedalnig.actuaI\revoxts about what was going
on at the post.

N ) ..__.\m\ . . //‘\
Captain REINHAKDT reported to the ATmy Group South™that e
the long dravwn out process for delivering mae%terial, especially

transmitters, had meant abandoning the operation which had been
fully prepared oth rwise

. An oberlt&ops member of the SS, reported this directly
to SKORZENY without golng through channelss The most serious

menace, however, came fram a report of Ik. von EESOV.

THE CASE OF LIEUT. vtN’ ME3 %Mggso\,‘

During an operation against the Pertisan groups in Slovenia
the Germans$ ca tured’scme cnded documents. The Nazi University
instmotor,@%‘w}m was in Slovenia as a soldier in the
service of e Abwehr, successfully dcciplefed the documents;’
and it appeared that they contained, with nemed and addresses,
statements about the connexions with Vienna, through which the
Partisans received their strongest reinforcement. The documents
also contained the rames of the people close t6 the Vienna
: , who waere Yiving in Vienna, and were helping
the: partisans. as well ‘as the addresses of members of foreign .

intelligen¢e services, who likewise were connected with thiks
- movement. MESOV appearéd in Vienna with an aide and Drw"Riﬁﬁr_—_——\\\\u~
and demanded of FECHNER, by reason of the great significance of
these captured documents, that rooms should be made available in
order to carry on further action. FECHNER recognised the
extraordinarily menacing danger, to the Resistance movement %00,
and ordered MESOV and his companions to start back immediately,
the same day,.directly for Slovenia. He based his order on the.
lack of authority of the Abwehr to undertake such investigations.'
MESOV obeyed the order, went however directly to Agram, and gave
an offléial report there to the Army Group F on the conduct of
FECHNER, adding, moreover, his personal complaints against him
because of the brusque way in which he had been sent back, The

Ic of the Army Group ¥, Qberst gﬁg;;ﬂg,_g well~known
"Nazi; took the report, gﬁ Ef;ected ;gge gonal letter to the
RSHA, ‘demanding urgently preparations for an investigation’of
FECHNER. The investigation was thereupon actually started, was
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drawn out endlessly, however, hecause of various understandings,
and becduse of the air attacks, wnich di srupted mail end rail

traffic, and fortunatcly had not been brought to any conclusion
before the var ended. Others who know about the reports against

n lt, though not all its hackground,
' and Qb;t.zmﬁ "ERID.
#21c8Ta fron tle I_ﬁltst
All the statements in the precedinig report, about Austria,
and Southeast Burope, which go ciwronologically beyond the time
of my leadership of the Abwehr Ant. II, .were brought to-my—" T~

knowledge by my successor in the direction of the counteractivity,
Oblt. FECHNER.

S(IITHERN EUROPE

THE RESC'LL oF “'LUSSOLINI, AND OTHER PLANS OF THE SD.  WARNING ' I
AGAINST THE &IM

One day, as I remember it in May or June 1943, CANARIS
summoned ms and Oberst i.,G. FREYTAG von LORINGHOVEN, who at that
time was in the throes of taKing over Abw. Abt. II, and told us that
he was in the possession of information showing that the SD was
planning the rescue of MUSSOLINI, the liquidation of the Italian
king, and even the murder or abduction of the Pope .

o~

G&NARIS Had received this information from the RSHA,
through OSTER, who hsd a V-man there.
As he revealed this inforuation. C.NLRIS said, among

other things; "It is really amazing, that criminals can be so
inconceivably dumb.t

T —

I remarked, in sgue conuexion or other "We should rcally
warn the Italians (LME) inmeliately%s TFREYTAG took up this
thought with characteristic energy, and at the end CANLRIS
told me of the secret order to creatc a pretext for meting,
a.ther the next day or the day after that, Gencral “Ivﬁ (the:
Cnief of the SIM), , — g

1cLll, in.Venice,

The mceting took place at the Hotel |
7Y General “Mé. and the

several gentlemen from the SIM.accompan
X0 leiter for Italy, ERIC1/ Gas also there. I still
remember fairly accurately the following detailss It was durirg !
the luncheon, where C.MNARIS sat on the left, and I on the right _ S
side of Gen. AME. AME was complai ning to CANLRIS that a nwaber '
of SS and SD members were wandering around Rome in civilian
clothes, of whosc presence the: Italians had not been officially =
nosvified, CANARIS remarked laconlicallys ?Throw them out!® then,
directly or indirectly pursuing the subject further, he added ;
—tn_en undertone“Whore is Missoldni? Vherc is the King? Where o o
is the Pope staying at the momwent% ' .

SECRET
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L (The ansaers .of “Mf T can no ’onger remember exactly)

; _~Whereupon CI..I\.’»RIS saidg "Bo care ful, very careful: Listen

' careﬁxlly~- with &JLRIS' app*‘ov%. I cut in on this. conversa-
tion, . and s2id, I bslieve in French to uy right-hand neighbor
(General i &s *You can never tell what these pceople (Meaning
.the S8 apous whow we had besh talklng) will doet

LME nodded several tiues, and then drenk to GLNARIS and mo.

After the mal, I said cas.; 11y to TREYT.G-LORINGHOVEN s
*It's boen done".

In the a’fternoon we met General LME and his companions at
- the Lido. CiNLRIS had asked, FREYT.G and me beforehand to
divert the companions of .LME so that he might talk with LME
alone. This we did and CLNRIS talked. for noarly two hours
,undisturbed with LME,

Nelther I nor FREYTLG was inforued about the substance of

*%hie\gggz_zsatioﬁ>\\$_____ -
DISCUSSIONS YITH TUE ° mm.cnmmm.m B .T BERCHTESG/DEN,
i} SPRING, 1943 -~ e

_ . Scametime in 1943, i.6. beforc the doimfall of -MJSSOLINI,
I was callecd up by Genoral WARLIMONT from Berchtosgaden, and
was ardored to fly to him immediately. I t0ld G.N.RIS and flew
offs On errival i Berchtesgador. I joined a meoting under the
direction of (Gonera LINO! at which, among others whom I
RO longer remember, Was Gener: LUSE; ROEMEL's Chiof of Staff
(ROMMEL's staff was, at that timo, already in Munich).

: Only six peoplc took part in this discussion, all of whom °
" had been previously marked cn a spocial list, Before it opened
' General V.RLIMONT informed us, that on the uxpress order of
HITLiR, the smibject for discussion umust be confined within this
'*'rcle, and WARLILONT also added #You gentlenen know what the
AAAA aiightest infringement of - this order w11l wmeant,

The s.xbject of the meeting was the wilitary preparations
for the entry into Italy, for at that tiue therc vas no confi-

gace in Itan W in MUS&OLINI.

. 1 was asked a number of questions, ‘dealing ith the part
ny Asbteilung could play in conjunction with thosc—cErtrti a
preparations. T refused the¢ cooperation of the .bteilung for

P practical” rcasons, reserving it for CLNARIS' approval of my

- position. My refusal was maintained in the protocol of the
meoting. To my intense astonishmcnt. harever, W.RLIMONT
informed me that on the express. ordor of HITLER, C..N.RIS was

" not to be informed of ‘the plans which had been discussed this
dey for military operations in Italy.

I thereuwpon told WARLIMONT that he had put me in the
painful position, not only of having to conceal sométhing from
my superior officer, wvhich officially concurncd hin, but also
of having to lie to him, Ho insisted, howover, and reminded ms
of the sharp arder of HI‘I‘LER, and warned me expréssly in view .
of the consequances, which wefe well knovwn to mo, not to disobey.
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o airéady deorly distrusted &;N..R._S

sousacd this very ai ff:l'cdb‘»'f»’ S
Jutant and trussed friend Mejor ABSHAGEN.
Lhat Yoth: HI"‘IER and the Wehrmachtfuehrungstab -

SH '.&IN. who' knew,, as I did. CoNLRIS! unpredictably
Vo ang exclusively emotional way of rcacting to all

hic concérned ‘him personally, advised ne. to cﬂisobey
\ NT! s'.order, and: ‘caitioned me to excreise tho greatest
-Toaution i*z ta'lking 1o’ C.&I\I.R_ 3y

_ ' . sat Topposiic G.I\%.RIS. ‘the man \vhom
'been my" sdperlon for .so: many 'years, and itho already showed the
‘marks of the: dosperate struggle against a system stronger than
,“ho, T told him dgainst &l arders of Horr HITLER and W.RLTMONT -
the' whole. truth :gnd informed him of everything I had heard. at.
he Berchtesgaden ‘confergnce (I beliave that this is,id my :

'»fseéret notes in the’ 'Raritaetenmappe'l )
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- REPCR‘T' By'-cmmn.mmon LAHOUSEN

”IDEIIGHTS ON THE D“VFLO“MENWS aF THE
. ' - 920th of . JULY

IN m M/.;USM ABWITR, FCR
. THE END..OF 1939-1&[00& OF 1943

: In the consideration of this topif I must separate the two

chie sonal Mgg__jeir P2 opposite me in this project,
namely. CLMARTS and OSTER. - |

-Undoubtecily 'con'federates, perhaps more than that-rwen\x@tte/r:_a/——\\ :
pertaining to the *20th of July" both these Sfficers constantly : : -
ceme ‘to see me only as indivdduals, -- as I in gendral ussume that
CANLRIS poss:.bly and probably figured very ‘dctively behind the secenes
of the pla.n to do away forcidbly with Hitler, but did not, aid did not
wish to, take his stand in the group of those who lebored for the.
realisation of this project.

After my last conversation with Oster ~- around October 1943 -~.I
even got the impression that C.N.RIS -- at least at this time -- was
excluded from tvhe ACOth of July" circle. Whét role he then’'actually
pleyed in the occurrence itself in July 1944, I 4o not know, since I
was at that date already & year away from the L.t iusland/.bwehr am
leading a reglmsnt o the East Front. '

Beginning with his first very detai led conversation with me rélative'

30 my taking over jibt, II of the iLbwehr (begimning of 1939) up until my
departure from the Lmt/.usland, ihbwehr (middle of 1943), C.LMGRIS had
really spoken constantly -- whether by paraphrases and hints, or quite -

operIy —- of the n esa%;_f_ddoing away with AITLER, 'riIM\E!EB. and
HEYDRICH e "3 Hs?) amd © eposing the whole criminal gar

He (CLN.RIS) alsoc explained therewith ny appo:.ntrge_nt\as head of _
Lbwehr IT and the real reason for forming the "Brendenburgh ‘Reéﬁe/nt—._\,\-- .
In this connection CiNLRIS was already citing the neme of General BECK
as heving put it to him most seriously that the conduct of TRIZ Particular
Abteilung should be entrusted only to da absoldtely reliable officer
(see also amm' Secret Organisation, Part Iy Del)s.

Even in 1938 CAN..RIS ‘hed commissmned ny predecessor, Lt. Cole (Gen.
Stai‘f) GROSSKIRTH, to sed to it that e-definite stock-pile of weapons
~- especially explosives. fuses, .and hand-grcnades -- was readily at
hand in the house at No. 80, Tirpitzufer, end re-assgned this duty “to
me, With the at the time rather-g'enerally phrased hint " that for the
war in the immediate offing it should by no mecans be revealed which road
the internal politiés of Germany was to follow."

Later, around the time of my faking over Lbwehr, Lbteilung IT
(beginning of 1939), C.{_NRIS'WaS more precise,..

The role that he (C. ) had destindd for my Lbtelung, specifically,
_and the "Br . 'Anburg" Regiment\,\ was as follows;

for

I was to prepare myself at a given time for the acquisition of
materiel (expmosives and time fuses) for the accomplishment of the

'action. . : . ] ' —f\\ -

On “the- other haml. the "Brandenburg" Regiment was to a degree to be.
set up as Specizl Troops. at the dispesel of that first, powerful occupation
- by certdin "key units¥ of the National-Socialist Juggernaut (tb.e RS:IA. radio
network, Intelligenca branch of the OKW, etc.)

’ SECREI‘
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These two assignmente - variouel" adapted during the course of
'tme/-_, remained. the tmotiv of of thenconvsrsations that CANARIS -
had with e oﬂ.,lls subjecﬁaf- ,

His and als0 0STER's particular confidant in the "20th of July?®
_ affair was ‘Capto HEINZ, at that time (1938-39) still assigned to
Abwehr, Abte1lung III. ‘

With the establishment of the lek % woment ("Training Regiment")
"Brandenburg? (LEB) -+ 1940=41 - BI'I Pt tue particular request of
CANARIS and OSTER was fsmiguledf by -tz iato this outfit as Batallion
C.C., in order thereupon to assemble arcund him & core of relizble
officers. HiINZ coumsanded the Batallion, which was based in Brandenburg.
HEINZ'S confidant was lst. Lt LRZNER. Whether iLWINZ had initiated
others, I don't know, sSince gene ¥ speaking I wee rather poorly up on
the f%goings-on" of the IAD -~ official z3 vell as secret.

HEINZ used to receive direct orders from (LliaR S and OSTER concerning
which I was very frequently not inforued. :

My comnection with.HEINZ“wes an imp-isonal one. His nature, which
was very strongly detérmined by his policical background, 4id not
interest me (see also, "CiMNARIS, Secret Orgenisation", Part II),

In gite of thl;T$T“aer§hded him unconditionally against the RSHA '

and "even against his own regimental C.0. (ColeXT.ILING Vvor
since I was familiar with his resl outlook.

On the subject of "The IRB Mission within the Plan of the PrOJected
Action egainst HITLER and thereby aguinst the Svstem I have often talked.

with CANARIS and with OSTER ~~ lattely with Drig. Gen. von PFUHLSEIN
also- .

I considered this idea completely off the “rack and am convinced that,
however conducted, it would have led -to the sale catastrophe as that
of the "20th of July 194lL.,"

The great majority of those- in this special outfit, comprised of
Volks and Ausland Gerwans --- some ignorant idealists, others fanatical
adherents of HITLER -- had rgorted woluntarily for a specially hazardoue
undortemlng (the so-called "Ascenelon Day comnandos®),

These people -— particularly the young officerz -- at the slightest
suspicion that something inimical to the sysiem was being undertaken,_
would at once have taken a stand ageinst HEINZ and those fow, mostly

~—— \m‘v/_,_/-—,__\- oL .

the wore elderly, iccrs of hls circle, to wit, would have shot. thexm out »
of hands g8 rec OST R also

who in my opinion

acquleeced completely.. ClhARIS on tae other aané clung %, tng;g;emgpoing\\

that HEINZ would meke it work. HEINZ hirmscIf, however, n. §-well heve
recognized the difficulties of a mission with sich a "topsy-turvy order
of battle“ (yprxehrter Front"), since from 1942 on the Brandenburg :
Batallion was manned very strongly by Russian -- particularlylliohamcedan,.
I believe -~ voluntaries fram the Caucasus whom HEINZ. .64 levied with

the secret thought of thelr utilleation in something like a n20th of

mily"

Lt. 0ol. HEINZ, who so far as I know is still liging, should be abide
to give greater and more exhaustive details about the activities plenned
and the secret preparatlons arde- at t! at time (1940-1943) in the LRB.

In 1942, or the beginning of 1943, CAIARIS suddenly brought me together

in his offic¢e with a Mr. GISEVIUS, who had come from Svitzerland end whose

name I.had often heard at OSTER's. (se¢c¢ also "CuNARIS, Secret Orgenisation,?

C e

[



i to ‘do 1t L At that time GANuRIS lef
the. room.- Slnce by that" ime.Iiknew CANARIS' sort very well end was
Lt ip %.e not in“thé slightest inc'~1ad to. discuss such a subJect Wlth
an utter stranger, I, . with some verw rsacral phrases on the matter, eased
ey o

. a

' Concerning the motives which mey nave bestirred CALRIS to §ide.so

. eariy. with those who saw in the foreible removal of : TTLER the last means
of ending this war end according to the nopesc of this circle -- of ending -
it in a-manner still tolerable for Germany, I can only conjecture,.s

CAMARIS was, at the bottom of his vuried meke-up, a very sensitive man .
Together with considerations of a raticual, und even a speculative, nature,
vudsion™~from the bestial and brusal methods of
Nazism therefore contr1buted very strongly (to hls‘aesire) foreibly to

remove HITLER -~ whom he:saw as the "incarnation of the the evil- the bad
or, to put it perhaps more_correctlv, to provide for his rcgoval.

Even less authoritatively than for the motives can I talk about the
'polltlcal aims hovering ‘before the eyes of the men with whowm I came in - : T
'contact from 1939-l9h3 ‘oh this qpestlon. . e

_»CALARIS indeed used'often'te speek of a "Pick-Up Organization® o i
(nsuffangsorganisation®) which, in & manner similar to the 2LDOGLIO RN
Government, was to Step at once into the plla for removing HITLER and "
his clique.

In this project sven at that time (194C) the nane of General BECK
was cited as the senior military member. .LLlso wentioned as members of this
interim govermment were Staatssekretaer v iR for iiinister of
Foreign Affairs and the I% . ; Ky Centrum politicians ..
potel longer recalled by me today. wa thc ultiate polltical solution was
figured, T don't know. -Neither CANLRIS or OSTER spoke with me about this, -
' regted a question on the matter to these two, or any to

Thc deed alone intercstedfme;x'.' A

If, looklng back +oday, I uhould try t0 CSuithe the influence of
C'.NLRIS upon me’ if- this matter then I should say that this was an
unremitting thing, but at no time inulldbR a concrcte asgignmente.

The only conecrete thing. really, wes CAMLRIS' desirc under: any
circumstances and against all opposition to rececive the then Capt. HEINZ
into the Iehrregiment "Brandenburg"

Quite ctherwise was the manner in which General OSTER came %o me. on uhlS -
business. It was absolutely single-mlnqed and gurposeful

~~ In general, there-were two confersnces mainly in which OSTIR re-
quested'and:received my.collaboration in plens for the assault on HITL:IR.

- .So early as my=firat-appeéranCe in NMay 1938 OSTER revealed himself‘

- o me-quite openly-as.an oppodent.of Mational Socialismi (See: alsc
‘"GQNARIS, Secret: Orgaﬁ sa "II).  He and his closes’t frie
my predecessor as C,0. of. dbwehr, | II, Lt. Col. (Gen. Staff) GROSSKURTH :
as well as’ my later wcman-secretary VOIGT, were even at that period wholly

: i ‘ ”'tigya21 point of viewe : .




Jt_ appears’ from.. ‘aitemo in my private papers ("Curiosi‘by
iFile") Za OSTEP #ud me -come. £0 him,

uc"ording L0.0p certain memory, this was before the French cempaign,
e1 3 e the descent ‘on' ‘Denmark and No Norway. hence probably: -in.
March: or “prml 940, - 8till in OSTER's office at that time were Dr.

DOHIN.LNY and Capt HEINZ, . ‘who were. w1tnessu to the 4. scourse,by OSTER -
that now follows. . . :

| OSTER prefaced t31s conversatio1 2 ch the following Words (&S They ...
were subsequently s ;sised)p.

; «and;I kno: you. You know what this criminal" "
(FITLER) has 1n mlnd* and you -know the methods of these bandits. Moreover,
vou . have scen how Lustria is- being tresatcd, and you are now experiencing
for the second time in ycur OWn - faully ths assault of the SDe%,

"Vow here is how matters s,and.
"¥e want. to renderfthis mad ‘boasgt hariless.
"Yeu_mnst.pfoeureuusiexplosiVeétand time-fuses. Can you do that?"u
Befofe‘IAexpressed syself on this. I asked QSTHR4
"Does the Ldmiral know of this affaire!
mﬁhereuﬁen OSTER nN'é',It'is-really better that you do not discuss .
it with himy it would Just opress him, and the 0ld chap is already quitejfs

harrieé'enough_with out ‘thig.n

Now I demanded furtheri.."bo‘you already have thé“msnuwho;isfte‘eﬁzzsﬁ\‘ B
1t outyw o - - T

: OS"ER: ’wyes. The e/ is at hand.

Is "Can the person 1n questlon also. Hkhué time-clock fusesf
:OSTERtT "Nb. Taat st flrst be explaincd to aim.®

_ ' T;er ensued now a lengthier dcbate. during the course of which I made-
known. that 4t would be very difficult for me -- without teking in an extra
person -- to get at.the. required e¢xplosives and the fuses and that it .
would be equally: difficult to. familiarise the perpetrators with the functloning
of the fuses, since I° myself ‘understood nothing of that sort of thinges. .
Lnd I dmdn't in the “bteilqu know of anyone with whom I could discuss this C
subJoct...But .perhaps he (OSTER) could work the person in question into '
my hbtellugg in sach a way that, very unostentatiously -- hehce best as o
an agent -- he might by a simplec course of instruction come to learn the oo
handling of time- -alock fuscs.; o

OSTER heslteted somewhat and Qld not enter lnto this proposal.

T had the feeling +hat he was bj no means. milling*te iden
“man, hence the perpetrator.:1

Lopined to s¢e Do wey out of theee
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Iastly T reqnested OSTER to keep me cumpletely out‘\T +h g 1tical
angls, since a¢ an LAUSTRLAN I didn't want anything to do with that. I

have - ;n fact, =2cept for the group about me in the Lmt uuslanq/“b ‘eghr,
0 purson-“\" n

. onq\ggtigzonQOth of July" persosalities,. spoke ' ’\ o
= 7ith thd m 1 krnoew, such as Geun. BECK or‘Lt. Co§§ :

with OSTER's hint that no timc_wvs to be lost, this first cousultation
camz 0 a close.

i few days later came the chance .'ur m¢ to "elp. In some conneciion it

was r:ported to me by my deputy, Col. b”OLZE (= non—accomplice), that
cxplesives and Buses were to be fetched frow an outside point.

I we it immediately to OSTER and acqguaintel him with this opportunity.
At the same timu I proposed that he nems a persul in his confidence whom
I would then "miscle in' ("zuschieben®) sor the fetching of the explosives,
CSTHER, or HEINZ, the pamed for me on bhs vory sewe day lst Lt. IERZANER,

who at that time was assigned to the "”01s+r»ct10r and Training Company" in
Brand enburg. .

Concern with all sueh matters pertsinine to explosivezand fusing
materials was the business of Group 7 (tuelmiesl), T el /T .

RN

L4 forumla now had to be found for gotting HIRZNZR, who didn't boelong

to .J,teilun IIy to the explosives. This was instirated by OSTER with.
tné—zgﬁﬂg;ggeefof‘ﬂﬁahﬁGEL—to—a‘dvgrer thaxt my deputy, Col. STOLZE, even

asked me that I grant extraordinery permission for haulage of the
cxplosives to 1st Lt. ITRZNYR, who wanted to v~u1t a relative or finacee
in the eity in question,

HLRZNAR carried out the trip, too, and removed from its place theo
pile of cxplosives contcnplated for 0ST:iR's puBposes.

I then heard nothing more of the effair.

TFrom later huits by OSTER I could only take it that the entire scheme
was withdrawn at the last woment and deferred to & (wass-psychologically)
more favorabls period, since the unexpectedly sudden collapse of France
had thromm all the calculationes of this group onto the dust-heep.

slmost three yvars iater -~ I think before ~r immedistely ufter
ST..LINGRID ~-- OSTER again summoned me to him and asked m: (literally):

‘ias your IT'mnwith Lrmy Group Mitte (He meantthe—C.0. of the—— =
Abwehr/II Command, Ma j HOTZEL) sufficient tlme clock fuses?™ .

"I assume S0," was my reply. Whercupon OSTIR:
-’(\\___// \__— - ™~

"Then you should know that the G-3 of .rmv Group VOS%E;HSKOW is very
-}
rmeh interested in such things,

s

"In the near future HITIER is expected to visit =t KIUGE's. DNore than
this I don't need to say. We hope that HIIALFR is coming too. Fat-so

(he meant GOLRING) will then likewise burst of his own accord like a : .
balloon. '

"How's this HOTZEL?" contimied OSTIR.

" born Nazi, in front of whom you've got to waich yourself," I
replied.
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- mOrning‘a cons*:. 'men’c of"the -best precision-fuses is shipped by pléne

“to Sn;olé'nsk.

'Ti-th that: ikhis conve .sation -- at which, as I reeall, DOnN..NY was
also-present -~ came to an end.

.. Either beforc or subsequent tc'this ;o aversation with OSTER, I had
*.F‘J.or with CLNLRIS to. v ‘at that time the Commander:
in chief of Lrmy Group Mitte. (See -also *U“WTRI§ Secret Organisation,
Part II, p. 50)

‘Wnether the assault on HITLER envisaged at that time did not oventuala.

becaudé HITLER had not visited the irmy Group Mitte, or because -~ as -
CiN.RIS hinted to.me (Part II, p. 50) =~ von KLUGE had come to wWaver in Kis .

resolve, ‘T-do not know.

—’W icated in the\cas~> of the by thén (beginning of
1943) already apprehended Dr, DOHN.NY (sece also"C.N.RIS, Secret Organisation, .
Part I, ps 41), had to withdraw from the .mt and shortly thereafter was
put on pension. Intercourse with OSTZR w.s ‘s forbidden members of Lmt susland/
Lbwehr by order of KEITEL. o

 Fhen I spoke with OSTER, who at the time was already under survelllance.
for the last time (October 1943) at his private residence, he was very
resigned and also complaining bitterly about C.M.RIS, who in his haphazard,. -
unreliable way was alleged to have fbucked into" a good deal that might
now no longer be set right. (OSTER was alluding here among other thir ngs to
the compos:Ltlon of the Officer Corps of thae LiB).

GLNI\RIS was also alleged to have couplotoly mismenagud thom (ma.anlng
those " positlv ly active in the *20th of Jul).

This.was. reai_ly, the last conversation that I held with oStcr»;

Just prior ito my' departure for the front -- it must mve been in S
Novemb er :r,Decembér 1943 -~ Yol. FREYT.G asked Le on one occasien wisther- I
knew well 1% Gol. (Cen Staff) BERM.RDIS, an sustrian attached to Col,

(Gen Stagf) voskSr. UFPENRIRGIS, sta it | RRNRNE
W addet Bl ml‘...RDJ_o vhen in the austrian faomy had :

actually belonged to my machine-gun Company as a NCO -- sometime around the
years .1926-28, Morecover, that I hzd spoken with DiRN.RDIS a short time
ago -in Berlin. ' Co

'I"hez"'eupon FREYTLG said to me, literally: "Tell me, cin onc speak plain; 3
with BIRI sRDIS? ST..UFFENBERG requested me to ask you, since you're jsustrian
too, and BVRI\L;RDIS was méntioning that he lknew you.

s "A‘.‘t that I replied to. T‘REY‘I‘/;G: b think you can “talk with BWT.N;,.RDIS
as you would with me. ‘pnd say. nello to him for me,"

Wi‘th- that -the conversation. insofar as it concerned BHERAN.LRDIS, came to an 'en'd

i .

;t the beginnlng of January 1944 I took over the command of a Regiment
on the East Front and was wounded on the 20th of July 19ik4. On- ’c}ie 22nd: |
‘of July I heard of “the ill-chanced attacl\ on “{ITLER by Col, von ST“U'FFEI\IBERG

In the foregomg I have described rathor exhaustively the

140 the. years -'1939-191;3. I came into contac'c withth




: G“NLRIS inflﬁgggég me =- -atcording: to hlS type and his’ character -
:unremit+iﬁgly,an4 very: strongly, without ever having cnunciated-e
aefinte pIan or:a clear pro jects

m— . Sl

Caen by and targe, I don't’ bellcve that His role was otherwise. .
Perhape general+v speaking ‘he was father to the iba and the imputus to .

' the carrying‘out of an attack on HITLER. - I consider it improbable, - however{!js

 that CLNARIS was activelx involved in’ the occurrence'Of the "20th of July.®

OSTER on tne other hand was-a man of action. He hated HITLER wnd his
oystem\iggggiggi;zl,/“\\\‘»_-__ ‘\\

If on the 20th of’ July 1944 -he wes not uctivcly involved, then he Lust
have been kept fram 80 being by scm~ conclu51vc reasous,

I myself had placed’ huNuRIS, OST ‘f and nyself at the disposal of -
the. deed. assistants. -and - exnlusively £or tnis,  since even in 1939 I had
recognided what this HITLIR' really ‘was, ond hence as a humsn belng was alsé
prlvately drewing the ultimate ‘¢onclusions,

I:should like however to enmhasize in 2losing -~ and I have always
emphasized this -- . that I do not want to pads for a "20th .of July" man,
This is first of all essentially fulse, and above everything ‘does
- not correspond to the mood in which, Emmuthe plans here described I assumed
this risk, naxnly, that -of . co-assistant angd hclrer. Lo
. T /T T
The mon of the #20th of July" were thlnklng about Germany -

I was- thinking about “USTRL..

__\ /_’/,__\\ .




‘.'-_80- N ‘ '\.‘ . . : ‘
SOVIE“UNION ,. o e

hs alrady indiceted in part I, I hed free rein from CANARIS C
TWW%& Sovist Union--to be sure, here also -
" with 'the ‘express’ limitation of this activity to combat, with absolutely
nonparticipation '4n all those eruel atrocities to which especially
the Russian prisoners apd the Jewish civilien population of the 4
Soviet Union were exposed.

The teeatment of Ru.ssien prisoners cmd commands regarding this, . ,
with which alone the German Wehrmacht befouled itself forever, wers ’
the object of several written and oral protests of Amt ixusland_/lf.bwehr,
all of which hed CAN.RIS' signature or were issued in his nam,

Aléng with the rejection of thesc me theds~ oﬁ"fmipW
emotion, and the indignation over ths ract that now the Wehrmacht too
was forced--and permitted itself to bes forced--on a large scale to such
foul actions - there were also-especizlly in the sphere of Abwehr I
and II-purely objective consideratiors that forced CLNARIS to sharp
protests 'aga’inst the treatment of Russian prisoners of war in l9ll-l~h3.

S0, to give one examp]e for many, in the "sorting-out" of Bolsm.vist
‘infected Russian prisoners, Crimean Tartars or Lzerbaijan men from the
Caucausus were liquidated by the "Sonderkoumindos*® of the SD solely
because as Mohammedans they were circuwacised. and therefore were
Tegarded as Jews ch:fanamce of the SS and SD. Precisely from
these peoples of the Soviet Union, howevsr; had Lbwihr Lbt I and II
‘especially gained valuable volunuea" helpers (ag_euts and -combat units),

i

I myself. on behalf of QJ,_.RIS, hud raised the serious objections of

Lt husland/Lbwehr to these orders, in a useting (I believe pria to .
.Stalingrad) held under thé chairmanship of m&wm,
Wohrmachtsemt) in: the OKW. and had According' to orders protested against
£REIT execution,. :

With the statement that this war was not « military dispute cf two
states or armies, but an idealogical " coni‘lict of - trMncew%er\
and that the political objectives ‘of National Socialism Were to be given "
preference over all military or other considerntions, these and similar
_ protests (especially from the front) werec rejected by some generals who

were all: too subordinate to HITLER, (I heve reported on this elsewhere,)

CAN.LRIS had protested and vrerned here t00., It was in vain.

CO-OPER. TION wrra M[LITi.PY Rm..smm.mnms OF ,.LLIED OR NEU‘T’RI.L s'r'm“ o
('Mm.sczsr GROUP)

In co-ope with - like-miﬁdc.d representatives of the intelligence
system 3 allies Or neu rals, or with their militery attaches and .
~other antifascist political or wilitary personalities of these .
countries, G.;NiRIS--to my knowledge and in my opinion followed two ams..

- Ei:thex: to prevent the entry’ into the war of the cc&ntry concerned,
“on: the sideé. of Germahy (evgy 4in Spain) or to strengthen, or foster -
indirectly, efforte to quit the war (c.g. Italy and- Hungary)

The nemes used :Ln thie wcre;

&) orientation of the intelligence services of these WL\
,on tb,o actual political and military situation of Germaiy.. L

. SECRET
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b)Y Deception "of; the German political and mlitary leaders  ~
‘régarding the extent and strength ‘'of the movements fd:r an armis’c:.ce
in certain allied ccuntries and .

¢) orientation of the milltary amd political persons in. these
‘countries who were known és antifascists on the activities. of their
"Nazi-adherents" (Falange, Lrrow Cross, Fascists ‘ete)in. GeW o

I know that CANARIS had engaged himself very stronglyiin this
direct:.on in Spain. Italy and Hungary--I suspect also leand.

- SBAIN

The constant companion on CiMARIS on his numerous trips {;o Spain
was Oberst i1.G., PIEKENBROCKs He (PIEKENBROCK) oould dlso repart most
extensively and thoroughly on the vory active role of CAN.RIS in

itical and tary t::ollaLbora‘tj\o1 with Spain under FR.NCO. (In part; |
vic e 1 "a1s0) .

Earhef in this repOrb I have & m: ibed only one incident:
(discussion with JORDAN:, winter 1G:;2-43" at which I myself was present.

I knew that CANARIS directly a’ indirectly supported all forces
in Spain that turned against a still s.,ron:,-. perticipation of Spain’
on the German. side, and against the poliacgss of the Falange, from-

_CANLRIS's discussions vith his Zrien? (Jouna Spanigh %litary

Attache in Berlin.

Count ROCI.MORE. ‘educated in the E;:-;I_L\J-;\Ia’cu‘t*n&% Peld]

Vorarlberg (Lustrial) has a Epsnish priulemsc as his wife, is a strong fob
of FRANCO and a supporter of tue pretincor DOM JUiNe He was regarded. as
such by the /uswaertiges Amt and \the S0, and was spied on. With the -
arrival of the Spanish LmbagsadopAFZiin (?2) in'1942 (?) -- a Falangist --
. ROGAMORE was recalled) - -did not go to Spalfn, but to DON JUAN in .
Switzerland, ROCAMORE knows me’ as an Lustrian, and was informed on my
attitude ’toward the system and the Reich that I had to serve., I spoke -
with him not very frequently, but always completely frankly. . He khnew. -
also that I helped CLN.RIS in getting to Spain a Polish arlstocrat Whose

W@tmnked me for this in 1939,
.

I remember also- that CiNLRIS had very close relations in Spain with -
General VIGON and General: Duce ai I/LRFINIZ-G...MPOS and other. Generals

ITALY |

In Italy was a closé friend of the last head of the SIM, Gemeral . \.° . °
iME. AME, a Piedmontese, was antifascist, anglophile, .and a supporter R
of the King and B.DOGLIO, GC.INRIS had prcsented me to him as an

officer enjoying his absolute confidcnce, and, indica\ed to &I\W
could speak opernly before me. :

At the meeting in ‘the Hotel Danielli .in Venice, described earlier,
in July 1943, I heard in the prescnce of 4iME and CLN.RIS the formmlation
~ of. the report. (which I leter drafted) that was intended. to assuage '
(i.e. Geceive) the political and military léaders of Germany on the
‘absolute:loyalty of .the BADOGLIO Government, -and to dissipate their o
worries about all information . countering this. . G.NARIS and | ’.ME Wex‘e

naturally completely criented on the actual smuation at the time in o
Italy o '




“’v.:--which hsd ‘been kept: secret ‘from him. -

N ‘ } lo - . .

. GuawRIS new thr‘ough me .of the plans of the Wehmschtfuehru.ngstab
" thet were” leid. down “at. ‘the. Berchtesgaden meeting (described earlier). Lo

: He had also. good personal relations with the Italian Militaxry . o
nttach n Berlin at the time, andto his very clever predecessory -, P
Genera¥ARQA! e both of whom: were lcnown as entifeecists. ‘ ' R

- (I knew Rmm fron. the time of Lustrian-Italian collaboration as
" head of the SIM. 4Lt that time he worked very closely with
*ﬁ__g_ng, head of the nustrisn Intelligence under DOLLFUSS and scauscmic—e)

RGA‘I‘TA's successor i.n Berlin was arrcsted immediately when Italy
@ he - wa,s reproashed with having an antifascist. :
g T8 “'in that sense as lilitary i’xttache. A" ‘

o I do not lcnow through whom the contact of C.iNz.RIS to B.sDOC—LIO went, but
I su.spect via LME (or poesibly via iho vaticen--OSI‘ER Bureau).

e - ¢

. CnNuRIS maintained very g/od srsonal connexiéns with he Hungsrian
.Intelligence, especially with its heqd5 1u’'1439-42, Genert
' later envoy to Spain, and- 5 ;roecently head of the: Hungarian
security service. Both were. known ag angluphile end Freemasong. ;
General UJ&ZJ;SZI was, ixmediately arrésted by the SD after HORTHY'S fsll. :

,GANARIS and I were good fmends of the Hungerian Military Attache in
 Berlin, %ggm&@%&x‘, foruer Bungaricu MNilitary Lttache in-Paris -
then" in 938-39 head of the -Hungarien V. S::tion, céunterpart of. dibyrehr
-hb% IIy Like me, a.former is*'rwdun_,.: Len officer, HOMIOK had very:™
frequent private ‘contacts with we, I discussed with him all politica._l
and military events of the dsy in Gern-any, iu camplete and conscious
' -frankness, - I was as.well informed sXout his attitude toward S2Z.1..8SY
ard tho policies of the Third Reich us he was on mine and on QJLRIS' S
¢¢ .with him with gbsolute clearness about the activities .
- deno; fi"cers, e.p, of the Hungarian Military Attache

HOMLOK was of course very: soon figured out by the SD, and his

recall .was demanded. - (On this. Vice udr.liral BUW PWGK\
and- BENTIVEGNI are informed ) ’

MBIS wes eble to prevent £his for a long time. J\ist before .
om’at the time of, HORTHY's.fall. HOMLOK, al® fell, I knew that'he - °
had intended as his successor Ma whcm I knew well, and vln
was like-minded. ‘But it d@id not turn out thus, XUTY was tried by an-
hrrow Cross court, with other Hungarian officers well-known to -me, for
-~high treason. - His fate d1s unknown to me. : :

‘FINLZLND

I em n_ot informed about the persons in Finlend with whom CAI\IAR]_Z_S ’

CAN..RIS on“hi,s trips %o Finland. "But I know that M. NI\IERHEDII used..'.7 -
- CANLRIS! “Intervention to liberate sons of Polish (former Imperiel
Russian)- officers. known to NLME‘-’J—IDIM or friends of his, from concen
tration camps. .

aamms .by"D DOHN.M (executed after 20 July) m this matte:
_-with S MJELI.ER. Th,s ‘discussion had gunerally negative rosults’




_“Retchs'ehr offlcer. he was ‘an- unconcealed
. i know ‘that OSTER, with and via PFUHLSTEIN,- .
followed special purposcs #ith the Brandpnburg Division. PFUHLSTEIN
'1s Said to have. beararwested. or at least interrogatgd, on or aftCr

i R

Gbneralleutnant PIEKENBROCK;—at that time Oberst. Q.G.'and Hbad of
Lbwehr I, a very clover, open, generous and cheerful Westphaliang' as a:
clocse friend of GLN:RIS. ‘He 18 a Reichswehr type-~i.zsy as.an offic_r,.
the typical unpolltical expert with medern professibtnal trainlng. “He was.
the almost conmstant travelling ¢ompanion of C.IN.RIS; and, corresponding to
. the . significance of his section. also Lis= representative within the
sbwehr . C.NLRIS had. discussed with him alk his intentions and plans,
secret and officiel. PIEKENBROCK als. kawwadf CLNARIS' sceret intentions’
Wlth waehr ubtellung II,and ‘the Branden X Regiment. ' e

&IEKENBROGK is the best section head who is best and most S
thoroughty oriented on Ci ' RIS! personelity =e ".autschef" and es human
being., He was certainly not brougit into the circls of 20 July,. sime ..
there ex1sted personal, rather duep dls'urc<nsnts bctwcen him and OSTER

ey 1942, .64 a year bvforg,l a

> herr,von BENPIVLGWL—-M: that time Oberst d.¢ and'

head of Lbwehr III--a somewhat ambitious Fruusisn, like PIAKENBROCK a
_typlcal Relchsw»hr officer. likewise maintc ined, so far as I know and

can Judge, strlctly and . correct ly the line indiecated by CLNARIS. Foreed .
“toicollaborate’ with Gestapo and SD and the NSDLP agencies ef all sorts, s
head of iLbwehr IIIy he was officially more closely tied to thesé groups
{Giesen Gruppen .gegemicdber gebundener) than at that time the section head
of Lbwelr T and II.. I know that BENTIUEGNI was also actively brought .
into the- counteractxv1uy. wh1ch had espuc1ally diffieult form in his arua.”o

His personal and: confidentlal relationshlw to CiaNARIS was a very good one
It 4id not, however, approach’ the degres offfricndship of CLNARIS and
PIEKENBROCK. He was entirely separatc from the 0STER group. Hiq
_personal re&&tion 10 OSTER was good but ‘rescrved.

‘ HB left Anw uusland/hbwenr about in the minter of 1943, thus half'
a year-before me, I had worked very well togethewf with both spctlon;bea 8!
(PIEKENBROCK and BENTIVHGNI) sincs the beginning of the war, in’
. official and porsonal ways., I was e frisud of PIEKENBROCK, ard had a
good personal relation to 0STER, who was not very popular with his = - o
{ : g in the matter that was his life's goal—-the 20 July--
: ~¢,rust.




: Oberst i.G. HA.NSEI\I w- PIKENBROCK's successor, and since
April-May l9b,2 the head of Abwehr I--typical Rcichswehr
__-officer-~an absolute foé of .the system and of HITLER. Lfter
| PTEKENBROCK's depafture, he was for this reason brought to the
‘direction of Abwehr Ahbteilung I, in order to assure the con-
. tinwity of the éounteraotivity. He was a very active,
.'.younger officer, "who brought ‘fresh elan into the inner circle
- of the CANARIS Organization which then, after three years of
wearing struggle, was sompwhat weakened in nervous strengthe

This he and FREYTAG-LORINGHOVEN e6.z., in contrast to.
G&NLRIS. who ‘was very oconservative and inaccessible in questions
of personnel, finally put through the point of view represented
long and vainly by myself and other like-minded persons, that
younger, reliable, but mentally andphysically more flexible
forces should be trained upe |

HANSEN _--was exec_u.ted.after 20 Julr lo4l.

ls, was a friend of OSTER ~
e He was, for inStance_;
sarlier in this report). -

i

50 inttiated “in “the Gmm cese (' -

"'I' nvself 'did not know RUDOIF further. K. was arrested on
20 JuILY.

after MiAROGN,, He
clso by CANLRIS and
*hoaw him personally.

¢

-'ness enterpr 86 for Abweh: purposes (I Wi)
B Ievantine, if T remember rightly Jewish, a Turkish
cltiz.:en (at least he had a Turkish passport), and was very

' close friend of GAMGIS and his ferily, For National Socialism

"i‘n ‘19[].3%.4- I em sure that he played
ivit but I do not know what sort of

.and other German diplomats cou
: f‘,._metimes menjo-~ oXcitement, (Le
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. Dr e MEKRAMLRSCH, successor OW liaison men of
the Forelgn Office with Lmt Auslaf@/lLbwehr, was an Sp-agent
transplanted by RIBBENTROP into the office. GZN&IS did not
receive him. ' '

The only person of the Foreign Office with whom CLNARIS
gssociated on terms of confidence was the Under Secretary Baron
WEIZSLECKER, & very calm, sober and conservative professional
diplamt. WEIZSLECKFR, who had remained in Berlin, was either
wholly uninformed about the military situation, or was informed
only inthe version censored and colored by the Wehrmaohtfuehrungstab.

CANARIS. supplied him currently with information about the

—actual developmend. of the military situation in the theaters of

war, end also informed ‘him about all.. other projects and opera-

‘tions-known to him of the militery and political leadership,

including -the BD, of the Third Reich. Soumetimes I myself made

these reports to WEmschm.,and I was once indicated to him by

 _CANLRIS as the officer before whon sns could speak completely
o openly.

_ How far CLNARIS broughb WELZZLEULER into his counteractivity
I do not knowe '

G—ENERAL STLFF OF T8 LAMY - ' - N !

Corresponding to the system of ‘cptimistic dedeption® in
thedir 6wn ecamp, CLNARIS wes very faoultily oriented, or consciqusly
misled, by KEITEL and the Wehrmsch:lushrungstabe~incrsasingly
since about 1941s He reacted in his own way to this attempted

. deception and the mistrust against his ~2otivity that probadbly
played a part.

He inInedietely set up a fgecre: infxmution service® against = 0
the Wehrmachtfuehrungstabe The netwurk and the organization'at '
ndivi,dual I-c*s of armies and army groups,

: ' ded, or other officers in high
positions. In this connexion. H.NSEN and TREYT.NG=-LORTNGHOVEN

had played a part since 1939-40, HLNSLN, =t that time with Ofu
IV (Fremie Heere, Near East, or West), cnd IPEYTLG, I-c with'an
_army group in the East, enjoyed C.LN.«IS' special confidcnce. as
did the I-c of Lrmy Group Middle in thu East (1941~42), whose
name I do not recall.

In simjler fashion, 'GANLRIS huil scveral other officers in
high staffs and commands, as well as in “be fuehrer-Hauptquartier,
who supplked him illegaelly end regulerliy withinrormation on what
was being worked on at the time.

LRMY{ HELDS

CLNLRIS' very frequent visite %o certain army leaders served
either for his personal orientationo. the German military sitmtion,
or for the influencing of these generals for his secret projects,
or for concrete discussions of his v counteractivity®,
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Feldmarschall von!im@m was visited by CANARIS several
times in 1940 during his time 6f cammand in the West. From
discussions with General OSTER, I learned that GANARIS even then
was discussing the subject of %20 ‘July®.

Jw%@»wm I visited him sevéral times

before the campaign in France in his headquarters, the Park

_ Hotel in Duessseldorf, I know that CANARIS sought to influence

b von REICHEMAU, vhé although & Nazi general was not wholly blocked ,
up intellectually, by information and instruction gbout the methods -
being used in Poland, to a united act of protest of all army
leaders in the West against the continuation of the war. (A pro-
‘Ject ‘that was supparted, in relation to the army leaders in the
West, by the overvaluation of the MAGINOT Line, of the French

will to resist, amd the high German lousses that were to be
expected.)

REICHENAU, to my knowledge, in any case a1bmitted to HITLER
a memorahdum called The Guaranteeins (Sicherung) of German
victory), which, as CANARIS hed %o0l1i w1:2. ned made use cleverly
of many key-words given by CANARIS, 3na. disguised in the jargon
of the Third Reich, demanded limifati.n %o the success already
achieved in Poland. I do not know weetior this memorandm was

read by HITLER at all.

REICHENAU died a. natural death. f:ow a stroke, in 1941, He
carried on very actively all possible forms of sport and drank
“heavily. 'CANARIS™had spoken. to Him o fow days before his deaths
REICHENAU , at that time leader of aa ariy in thé East, expressed
hinself very skeptically, indeed pessim*syﬁcally, on the -chances
of the war against Russia.

‘Feldmarschall von KLUGE' I accoupanied CANARIS, I think be-
fore the drama of Stalingrad, on ons cf his frequent vigits to S

von KIUGE, at that time Supreme Commander of Army Group Mﬁddle
(Hq at smolensk)

"I know, al though not pressnt myse¢!f at the diseussion, that
CANARIS then spoke with KIUGE about carrying out an attack on
HITLER planned for a visit of HITLER e* th: front (at that time
HITLER still flew to the aruy group «r army cormands ).

¢n the flight back, GANARIS said retiuer resignedly to me,
referring to his conversation with KIJIGE: "Yo. can get nowhere
with our marshals; as soon as even a tactical success is gained
anywhere they draw back and get ccid teew," (The tactical

success to which he alluded was a cmuntesoffursive by MANSTEIN
that had begun well),

I will ret to this plan -of getting rid of HITLER on one
‘of hig visits to the front, in my report on 120 July",

" SECRET
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. Feldmarschall vodly at tggt time head of Army Group
Nor 8 —wag—often visited by CANARIS, I know:

that he was an outspoken foe of the system. Charged by the SD
as being "religiously --i.e. clerically--involved¥, LEEB was
very soon removed from his commend.

It is significant, but explicable fer wvery one knowing
the internal political-intellectual structure of the three parts
of the Wehrmacht, that CANARIS had not a single high-ranking -
Luftwaffe officer, to my knowledge, in his confidoncc.

He hardly had relations with tho Navy. since he was generally
regarded there as a renegade frow his own arm, His relation to
RAEDER and DOENITZ was more than cool. In this personal rivalries
mey have pleyed a part, which I could aot look into,

HEADS OF THE GENZRAL STAFF

nersa’ --Ghief of th. Zeneral Staff. CANARIS
had made use of the very calm, soiwe .t vrofessorial HALDER

manifoldly and with varying success s an ally in his passive
counteractivity (prineipally against .no Wehrmachtfuehrungsteb).

He regretted, however, that HAIDER co:li not be moved, aside from
“the~purely militery-sphere,-$0 any- coll loncretion in the combat
against the Nazi system,

_ cneral d. Inf, voﬁ*ng' J--.5%41-42 Chief of Staff of
Ay ST T ST T . e TEIGES), A vewy olear-
headed man, who observed happenings with scuewhat phlegmatic and
philosophical equilibrium. CANMARIS had a very good confidentigl
relationship to him, I believe that aft .. being oriented by
CANAR IS he held his protecting and over the I-c¢ of the Army Group,
FREYTAG von LORINGHOVEN,

Feldmarschalfﬁg --l9h0, Chicr of Staff with the Sixth

Aray (von in the West. CANARIS at that tine had a very .

good personal»relationship with him, and spoke openly with himn,

(I myself was present at some conversations). Waen PAUIUS de-
clared "that the methods being used in Poland were necessary and
proper, he was (as CANARIS told me just afrer Stalingred) finished
as far as CANARIS went. .

GENFRALS

General d. Infﬁ%L'&ISE-HO TNAY 1Q41~l2 German General in

8 expsrt cn the Balkans whode
reports were dlstinguished by an cbimctivity that did one good, and
.absolute command of the very difficult Palli.n problems. I believe
that he also (perhaps only indirectly, 5tood  in a certain-contact
with General OSTER. I know that he was under surveillance from

1942 or the spring of 1943 by the RSHL.

£

In my "treasure portfolie! there is preserved a conversation
of CANLRIS with GLLISE HORSTENAU (about May 1941 in Zaegreb), in
 which the latter had oxpressed himself very clearly about the
Third Reich and its polioies.

SECRET
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éne ' e Until the war with
Russia, was German Military Attache in lioscow. Ln outstanding
expert on Russia, where he had grovn up, with whom CLN.RIS agreed
especially in all questions of the "treatment" of the Eastern
Pcoples by the Third Reich. To wmy knowledge, he had warned
decidedly against a war with Russia, just as hed his Lmbassador
Graf von der LENBURG .

ral ; --0Q0 IV (Fremde Heere) till 1940(7)
German Military Attache in Tokilo. ../ general very sober in opinion
and judgment, ¥o whom CLNARIS had a very good personal rela‘b:.onshn.p,
and with whom he spoke very Openly.

-~

—

~__ MINISTRY OR JUSTICE

der Secretaryfe was (with the collaboration of
Dre DOHNANY rought in to intervene for persons who were perse-

cuted or already imprdsoned, by the Nazi system,

' 'PROTESTANI GIIT&i

Bishop{M4AECKEL HECKEL?)-- I kaovw that CLNARIS supplied
money to through 5his bishop (allegedly
for .bwehr purposes--(unter dem Titel fuer .ibwehrzwecke)),

JEWISH PLRTICIPLNTS IN THE
'WORLD WiL.R

Lfter the "Crystal Week" (excesses against Jewish shopsy
organized by GOEBBELS after the attermp* ou von RLTH in Paris), -
the head of this asscciation (Juedische Weltkriegsteilneshmer)
appeared and thanked CLNARIS for the halp that CANARIS was ’
granting, illegally, to his poreligionists. I know that GANARIS.
with the help of OSTER and DOHNLNY, made possible the emigration
of Jews ffom Germeny and used these "confidantes® for active .
counteractivity, I know further that C.NARIS vas swmoned in
T ’t}semhtesgaden\to HITLER, and that the latter
banned definitively, in very ungrgcious form, the use of Jews
in Lbwehr service, after the RSH. hed informéd HITIER about the
real activity of these agents. At that time, C.ILRIS had to
forbid the . further use of Jewish VMen, in a written order %o all

5'Khsts and :ﬁ So far as I know, he succeeded only in keeping
gﬂ'ﬁ[’.

In this connexion, I should like to mention that the'SD also
used Jews for agents (principally iunternally)-who however, in
contrast to the motives that guided C.LNLRIS,; were forced with the
worst extortions (threats to murder their relatives) to these
services (informing andbetrayal against their own coreligionists).

OTHER PERSONS

DrKESS;@ ~-former Reichswehr Minister. I saw him several

times with CAN.RIS (1940%).

! s-Russian (T,sarisf)- emnigrent, was employed by
Lbwehr Abt. I, CLNARIS made-use of wany uemoranda composed by
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KAUIBARS as reports delivered from abroad by V-men. Reports
that in the main consisted of the key-words inspired by CANARIS
as expression of an (imasginary) anti-Bolshevist secret organiza-
tion in Russia; and very sharply directed agsinst the measures
J;ﬁ\gff?ff_ﬁiifffsziiifz_féif wegfcthrust upon the Russian people.
GISEVIUS -~ a German official, or emploree of the ‘Germen
legation in Bern or of the German Ccnsulate in Zuerich, was also
one of General OSTER's men., Definitely anti-Nazi, and, I am con-
vinced, at least mediatory for those contacts leading abroad which.
CANARIS maintained in Switzerland. On these contacts and the
persons brought in in connexion with them I can say little, since
I myself was never in SWitzerland.

I know, however, that GISEVIUS was also initiated into the
sub jeot of the 20 Muly, since this multer was handled rather '
concretely in a conversation between G1SaVIUS and another person,
at which I was present (I believe in 1912 or at the beginning of
1943), In my report on 120 July¥ T .+ =l return to this discussion.

éﬂfﬁL;ZENENSKA”;WifG of the las® F.lxch Military Attaché in
Barlin. A very wise, also politicaliy »ighly educated wamen, whom

CANARIS looked up regularly in Sw1tze;¢an 3, and whose family in
Warsaw was protected and especiglly iocked aftér by the Abwehr.
Her husband, oX[, fought at that time

with MONTGOMEKY's Army in Africa.

\\\~_I_hazs—var'\us\lgggggtlons“tbat she was one of the most
active supporters in CAMARIS' "vountere-.ivity", just as in
general I, and other like~minded pe“s’nq calculated that CANARIS
maintained direct contacts via Switzerieri to the Allied intelli-
gence services.

OduntessiYHEQTQ very clevzr Greek, Jewish or half- .
Jewish, per: y cleer in her political attitude, was along with
her family supported strongly by CANARIS, She lived at that time

- 1941-42 in Corfu, CANARIS met her ofter in Rome or Venice. T

—

believe that she was contected with the British IS. The KO-lLeiter
Italy; Oberst HEIFFERICH, should know mare about her.

PROTECTION AND SUFPCRT OF INDIVIDUALS AGAINST MAZI PERSECUTION,
AND ALLEVIATION OF HARDSHIPS CAUSFT FY THE WAR

The Abwehr offered till about 1942, in dccord with its
personnel and its still independent position, certain possibilities
of protecting individuals against acts of ths Gestapo or SD, or at
least of assuaging the lot of persons persecutsd by the system.
CANARIS made most extensive use of these pcssibilites, at the same
tume employing his f"secret organization®, He had not only helped

rabl ?&ai\ggggg them-oqtizens of enemy states, in all

 possible ways. but also had in individual cases saved people from’

sure death.

T mertion in this connexion only the case of a German
scientist, who lived in Paris and was condemned to death for
alleged espionage. CANARIS, who wés much aroused at the " juristic®
handling of this case, had attained, by very clever 1nfluenc1ng of
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GOERING, postponement of the .execution, :betr:.al of the case,
at the end the\fgiggizhof the_person concerned. (BENTIVEGNI
-?2Q;§TnyEII’6§€ente ’ details of this matter).
. CANARIS also took part in the repeated and very dering'
efforts to secure the release of Pastor NIEMOELLER from the

concentration campe Not the smallest reason for their failure
was the fapatical_ but not very wise attitude of NIEMOELLER,

-In the following I mention only & few persons whom I was
able to protect from Nazi persecution, in my official sphere,
with the support and knowledge of CANARIS.

(Austrian) Generalmajor d.R. Max'RONGE-~last head ‘of the
Austro-Hungarian Beoret. Qervice in the rirst world War, and my
teacher ‘in the Austrian "rigid special testing commission® in
1930-33 (Austrian General Staff traiuning). He was active in -
1938 in the Austrian Chancellery in internal intelligence ageinst
the illegal Nazi movement, He was arrested immediately after

, the annexation of Austria., I refuse” to search his house, as
was -ordéred by the Ad jutants' Office of the Lustrian Ministry of
Defence, and secured his release, witi: the help of CANARIS and
MAROGNA, after only 3 or 4 months! imp:is‘onment in Manich.

\{-turetrréﬁ‘)’l“\l“&wsehai“leutnant P“NI:SCH—- a pensioned

officer of the old Austrian Army, over 70 years old, who was
arrested by the police when the Germun troops entered Vienna,

¥ith MAROGNA's aid, I Was able to fre,e him after a few days from
the Nazi Prison. o

FECHNER-~ See Part I, pp. 2-3.
, (Austrian) .}W was in the Austrian Nachrichtenab-
teilung (4bwehr) in charge of the Referat "Germeny®. Turned to

me for help because he wds persecuted as @ Jew. I sent him in 1939

as a V-map to Czernowitz, Rumania, He vas under (at that time)
Hauptman: Abw I,

In 1911.1 SCH Juogslavia, in the Hungarian zone of

occupation), and he ﬁas recommended by me to the protection of the
‘Hungarien IS.

Polish aristocrat ~-(nams not given)-- was with the help of my
section transferred via Italy to Spain in 1939. -

~ Polish Colone and son-~- former justrian Cavalry

-KOMOROWSKI), whose. son was active in the
Polish résistance movement. He was, on nyy orders, taken care of by
ABSHAGEN, my adjutant and confidante.

Pastor of Versailles-- was taken prisoner of war by the
Germans in 1940, and as a priest was imprisoned by the Gestapo.
Through a request of the BIHET-RICHOU family (see Part II), I
brought about the reléasc of this prieste The AbbE thenked me
personally in versailles. ‘

SECRET .




SECRET

- 21 -
re&*%UCKERBA -~ Viennese emigrant, in Paris. On re-
guest of Graelin RESSEX ., now in Bad Ischl, I sent objects

ci valtue nolonging 1o Frau JUCKERBLEC L frow Geluwany t0 Frences
in 1938 or 1939, The transfer of this jewelry was carried out
by Mme. BIHET-RICHOU,

The father of Graefin RESSEGUIER, the iustrian lt, d« Re
%tﬁNGLISQH EQER&BIQH was for almost a year in Dachau concentration
C&mp. like my brother, he had lived till now in exile from
Austria, in Germany. For him, Generaloberst BECK and General
OSTER had interceded at my instigation.

Colonel TRERRADE and Oolopel TROUILLER-~- French officer FWs,
TROUILLER a fanatical De GAULLISTE., Their supervision was
carried on through Ma jor ,LBSHAGEN. Independently of this, they
maintained an illegal connexion to me via the Vichy Legation in
Budapest (Mme. BIHET).

73&‘ ~ ,

. Hpuptmann DriNEISENTHAL--Vienna, turned for help to me,
since hé was pevsecuted as a Jew. I dgatroyed the dossier with
Abw III, which céntained political meterial against him. If I
remember rightly, he emigrated.

ACTIVITY OF THE CLNARIS ORGANIZATION TILL THE END OF THE WiR

At the beginning of Jine or July 1943, I began to turn over
Lbw bt II to my succeassor, Oberst 1.5, FREYTAG von LORINGHOVEN.
He was personally indoctrinated regarding the secret. tasks by
CANLRIS ‘and myself. Since I had no doubts about the result of
the war, I had to count onthe destructi:n of all the files of
my section. Therefore, if memory serves, from 1941 or 1942--I
had my secretary VOIGT (retroactively to the beginning of the
war) meke copies currently of the War Diary of 4bteilung II.

Likewlse, I had begun as early as 1939 with the collection
and copying of certain reports and secret & cumsnts that were
accessible to me (my "treasire portfoliof--Raritaetenmappe) which,
beyond the frame. of Abw IIy reproduce conversations and. remarks
of leading personalities of the Third Reich.,

\\\\~_I_E§E’§I;hly Tog ,'d—%o seve these documents--diary. and

treasure portfolio~-beyond the end of the war. I thereforé trans-

ferred these papers, when I left for the fromt, to isustria, and

. turned over to FECHNER for secure and concealed preservation in

Vienna. I hope that tHese documents will fulfil the purpose for
which they have been consclously kept back for years,.

L FRETTAG had successfully continued the counteractlvity,.with
his whole being, and.ebove all had ruthlessly carried out the

personnel policy already introduced by me and adapted to this pur-'
pose.
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» In regard to the three Leitstellen which, in the course
df'the‘reorgagization of the Abwehr were being g8t up in‘his
sphere, he had, to be sure, to yileld, in ILeitstelle West, to
the already considerably strengthened political pressure and
accept the recommended assignment of the $D mémber Heuptmann
HUMMEL to the command there; in the Southeast, however, he
succeeded despite great difficulties in carrying out the
appointment of FECHNER .as chief of the Leitstelle.

‘When FREYTAG had to spend some time in Vienna in March

'194“*\333§;;3§§§«9 rations for tgg German mareh into .
Hungaryy uai?%;‘wgeéelready 80 tense that he counted
hourly onbeing arrested. ¥or example, he gave orders on the
occasion of each of his discussions with the SD that in case he

“had not returned at a certain time, certvain oifices were to be
informed, under cover, of his arrest. ’

FREYTAG suffered in those days also under the order given
him personally by HIMMIER to be rosponsible for all Abwehr plans . .
connected with the march into Hungary, and gspecially for the . .0
ordered collaboration with S3-Oberfueires: 5 f the SD, '
He and also MAROGNA extracte emselves, by subterfuge, from
staying in Budapest as they had been ordered. They stated that
they could no longer face their Hungarian counterparts, with whom
they were familiar through years of collaboration, after the
attack of the Qermans and the customery methods being used in it

Jj

once more.

Peréqnglly, I am inoidentally convinced that FREYTAG and
MAROGNA informed the Hungarian IS in time of the imminent meas

of HIMMLER or HITLER. , *KOE“\(’S Qe
- S | m [ A=
__ After FREYTAG!s departurs, which was followed als t o
of\%Eevehief'SEGTSEEry;qugxpr—who'ﬁﬁd spent years“in the”office : ,
and was initiated into the plan, M2 jor 1.G. NAUN ok over the

deputy leadership of the Abteilung, since SKORZENY in the meantime

was appointed chief of Abwehr bt II (or rather of Mil D, which

had replaced it). FREYTAG had, when he left, described NAUMANN

as an officer who was to be sure still very young but absolutely

decent and completely in accordwith his own line--but nevertheless
did not indoctrinate him fully into the counterastivity.

When, on 20 July 1944,  NAUMANN as the temporary head at-
Baruth had the Ortsgruppenleiter of the NSDAP there arrested,. and
in this was threatened with a machine-pistol by the SS-mgr t,

J%ﬂNIrZEL, he was about through, He was replaced by the notorious
- frIeRd of KALTENBRUNNER, Major Dr. LOOS, a Linz attornsy.  With
this, the complete turning over of the still remaining members of
Abw II to the SD had been realized.

*The incidents given in the following.report took place after my g
departure from Abw Abt II. I describe thém according to the - , . i
information received from different sides, and I believe I cad, - ' :
‘on the basis of exact knowledge of the existing circumstances,

eStify to the-etclracy of the stBtemsnts. '
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. The direction of the counteractivity, which had becoume
very diffiocult under these ¢ircumstances, now was passed
entirély to PECHNER, and relied essentially on the Viennese
group, created by him and still existing as a unit.

-/\\1@££L3§£>1Ljhaﬁe\ggfg_§@ﬂjhat‘time the, following like-
minded officers; Hptme Drs EISENBERG, I and
espscially Oblt. Drf. FERID, They supported FECHNER as far as
was still possible, informed him in time of the plans of Mil D
and in particular of measures being considered regarding him. -

Meanwhile, FECHNER.transfe:red the éxtraordinarily
valuable documerts that were in his care, dontrary to LOOS! - _ :
explicit orders, with a part of his officé, to Tyrol, end at
the beginning of April 1945 followed 'them, with the remainder
of his people, although in the meantime SKORZENY had alreedy
ordered his replacement_by MBJOEKEAHTL.V

CONCLUSION |
I have tried, s9lely from memory. to skotéh a picture of
the fcounteractivity® within the Abwehkr end especially within
- Abteilung II.
Hoad and soul of this counteractivity was CANARIS.
A personality full of him own quulity, with sharpest

gllect, and- -dospite many contradictions of his extremely
mobild “humanity.

Measured against the surroundings in which he--unmilitary
even to the most external externalitles!-- vas set, in any case
an individualist.

I believe I know the motives that induced GANARIS to this
underground combat against HITLER and tho systeme

_ CANARISaneW what the ultimate goals were that HITLER and
his elique had set for themselves, and he knew about the means
‘and methods with which they wanted to realize these goals.

CANARIS led this combat very flexibly and with e wealth of
ideas, but still always with sober measurcment of the power-
relations at any time. He conducted this fight with the weapons
corresponding t6 his natures cleverness, intuition, and --deceit.

I know, however. 51tuations where CANARIS showed decided moral
courage._

It can, in my opinion, be assuned with certainty that
- HIALER and especi ly HEYDRICH (CANARIS' most dangerous foe)
ot .0 versive activity of the chief of
the Abwehr. Perhaps at first not complets knowledge, but surely
sufficient hints and grounda for suspicion,
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That HIMMLER did not take strong action till the beginning
of . 19&&. ‘and ‘even then spared CANARIS at first, I explain--
aside from the very clever. gomp tines absolutely refined tactics
of CANARIS toward the: RSHA, =--by the fact that they were making
use of, and had to makc use of, the personality of the Admiral--
it does not matter whether willingly or not--in order to get to
certain circles sbroad that wers hopelessly 1naccessible for
exponents of Herr HIMMLER or RIBBENTHOP. ,

It is very hard even approximately to pass on the enormous
burden of spirit that this fcountéractivity? demanded, partly in

nerve~-shattering guerilla warfare, partly in conscious teking-on
of the ultimate risk.

As one of the few closest confidantes of CANARIS still
alive, I feel myself bound to separats most sharply the members
of %his circle, of which a not too smell number-- at their head’ | ,
CANARIS himself--were executed after preceding inhuman tortures,  °
and whé from the first day of the war and in many cases even ‘

fore, have teken up a clear positini toward HITLER and National

Socimtism=<fTom those-flopposition mo-ements? that discovered
their hostility to Naziism only in 1%l or even later,




