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This report describes the organization and actlvitﬂes of Unte rnehren
(Operation) Zeppelin, RSHA intelligence unit formed in 1942 to train and eimloy

PV Caucasians and Asiatics from the Soviet republics of central Asia as agents -
against the Soviet Government. Such agents., were used to obtain essential. ele- -

ments of information about Fussia's war industries, to spread anti-Bolshevik
pronaganda, to carry out sabotage missions, and to apprehend Russian agents.
Units composed of thege agents were also used in mili’oary operations on the

Eastern Front.

The report also contains infornation about the organization and oneratiqn
of Fussian intelligence grour:s which were active in the areas bordering the

- Sea of Agov.

The varticular attentlon of US counterintelligence agencles 1s called %o

Section 6 of this revort. X
- The gource of the 1nfornatlon is Heinrich (Heing)/¥E2NNER, former head of

Hmptkommando Sued (Chief Cor;mand South), one.of the major fiel units of
Unternehmen Zenmmelin. .
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)BIOGRAPEY OF SOURCE
23 Jun 85 ' Porn in ST. PETERSBURG, Russia, of German *p_arejfidts. Later

attended school in ST. T "‘-RSBURG.

the 5%. Petersburger.Zeitung; cous:.n, Paul S..von KUBGEu
‘@I\T edltor in chief at the time (
Arrested as” German subject, deported to’ O.LONETS’ eseaned

" after Bolshevik revoJ.utJ,on, went to ST PETERSBURG’ later
‘tecame a ‘member of Gorman Centra'l Committee for Bepa*"c'a—
tion of German PWs and Civil mternees' later apoomted

. chief of a su'buom_nittee at BOIOGOE, * Repurned to BERLIN ar.
~wrote . artlcles 2 ]!Dﬂ ,ﬁgmrﬂunlsm' made chief of press :
depa.rtnent o vik league.

..1..‘

Attended college; received law degrée. BSecame an editor -
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1'923_1‘929. E o Joined J.Tuntla, a ca.mouflaged 1nt6111gence office of the Ger—4 '
' : _man HIS; then unde¥ Col von BREDOV, and served as Muluant
" on Eastbi‘n problems. : :

1930-1932 Joined NSDAP: served in Press Center of SS Gruppe Ost. .
' ' supplying mtelllgence about the Ea.st to hlgher German heed-
quarters.

19331938 Transferred to Gestapo; sent to Ge stapo school for Lrlm Koms.
' - ('oollce officials); assigned. on graduation, as chief of
. Amt. III-D, RSHA (counterintelligence matters related to the
USSR, Lithuania, Latvia, Lstonia, and the Far Bast). Made
~ trips through Germany and Austria to integrate police
seérvices of these countries.

1938 Appointed Director of Se curity Police.

1939 © Appointed director of svecial courses for cbounter'intéllige'nce,
work at the School for Security Police and Security. Servn.ce
Officers. : @ : »

$1940-1942 ' Worked at Main Regional Office, Gestapo, VIENNA. ILater

ordered to BeRLIF to take vart in Unternehmen 26pnelin. :

1943 Appointed cormandant of Camp Sonderlagen T at BZRESLAU—OSWTZ
' Later becam lc (intelligence officer) of Hauptkormando Sued
section of Unternehmen Zenpclm, and subs,oquently, chlef_ of

Haup tkonnando Sued,

Transferred to Amt VI-G, RSHA, to take charge of work on

1944
docurents captured in Russia. Worked in same capacity at
- MARIAHOF in- southbastorn Austria,
May 1945 - ‘Arrested in Bavaria, while visiting family, taken to m&m..
: STEIN, and later interrogated by Anerican officer '
© EBPORT

1., Geperal Assignment Given to Unternehmen Zevpelin by the RSHA. '_
. ) _ e - ’ T : .
nternehmen (Operation) Ze'?melin‘,_ hereinafter referred to ay is the narc
glven to the organigzation and activities of an ESHA intelligence groun asmggﬂ
during the war %o train and employ Pussian PWs to obtain economic and politirel .
information about Pussia. The UZ group was a unit of Ant VI* of the RSHA, and
transmitted its information to the highest echelons in EERLIN through Referal =
VI C 2%% of Amt VI, According to FEIWER. the work carried out by the group Was
cons:dered the most important intell igence operatlon on the Eastem Fronte

The essential elements.of-lnformation to e obtained by the UZ group con-__»-
cerned the status of the food supply with‘in the TS8R, possible increase in agwi-
cultural pr"odu.ctibn'by' state farms in the USSR, polentials of the Soviet cozl ant
pe sroleun industry,. significant anti-Sovi e‘, novements within the USSR, and the
best means of usmg anti. Soviet propaganda within the USSR, ' :

*Departent VI of the Reich's over-ail mt‘]ligence and police secumtv ser- V

© vice., This departwment controlled the for 2.ga political intelliigence se:mzlceo B

1944, several of the department’s subwectious (Faferate) were training and using
.agents and snecm.l troopq to carry on si e 'sive sctivities a.nd sabotag,e in
fore 1gn cou.ntnes.

**Roferat VI C 2, a séction of. Grugpe VI € of Ant VI, RSHA, . corroiled and

. evaiuated information about Russia, Poland, and the Baltic States: G—runoe 71 ko
of Ant VI- ha:n.dled all matters nerta@}pg to th° Russian and Jananese snhevab of
1nf1uence. ’f” i ¥ '
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Antsleiter, Amt VI, RSEA, BERLIN  Walter SCHELIEWEIRG \'
Chief of Central Administretion SS 0/Stubaf (Lt Coy) GNAE 5
- Chief of Referat VI C 2, Amt VI ‘ later, (ss 0/Stubad XENGALHAUPT
Intelligence Officer 4 - : H/Stuf (Capt) ~IOH
Radio Cormunications Officer | SS Studaf (Maj) SIEFEN
(In BERLIN, the UZ made use of - '
the radio facilities of Amt VI)
v, Field Aduinistrative Units, 1942 ,
Hauptkomnando Nord (Chief Command North) Chief: $SS Stuba;ﬁE;;;S
‘Staff .
Gf1 Tpoop Unit (700 nen)* Military Unit of Hauptkomnandc
. Yord ; '
-y & .‘ o

N7

Héaptkommandb Sued (Chief Command South) Chief: ROmDm; later, 'FENVER;

Staff late r,\,@f G
1 Troop Unit of Caucasians (200 nen)

‘1 Troop Unit of Asiatics (350 men)
Training Camp BERDYANSK

'I

Ca Auxiliary'or Cooperating Units

Industrial Interrogation Center, BRESILAU-OSWITZ Chief: (smbaf\
Central Camp for UZ Troops, KFEUZSERG, Silesia “TAOREECK

H/Stuf ZI\ g

Turknen Training Camp (location not given) Chief: N
VACHI/IB TWLI /,{‘j;'; P

The Wannsee Institute of Referat VI G, 4Amt VI Chie f:
Stab WALLI**, g unit under control of Admiral :
© CANARIS

* The UZ military unit assigned to Oberkommando Nord, which was in operation
in the area of PSKOV and later in the area of RICGA, was called the Gil Trooy,
after its leader, a Russian., Agents in this group were Russians who had
expressed themselves as anti-Soviet, but had net been thoroughly inve'stigatsd b,
the Germans. The Germans suspected that some had volunteered merely to obtain
the large sums of money which the Germans usually gave agents whom they were
about to cormit, Later, a number turned out te te Pussian agents or pro-Sovie
These murdered their German leaders and made their egcape. A number of forme:
Fussian officers and VXVD men offered to murder important Fussian commissars.
Their offers were taken seriously, large sums of money being given them to ac-
commlish their missions., However, nothing ever really came of these missions.

* ¢ Stab WALLI and UZ exchanged information about identification papers and
docurents, such as passes for foreigners, nilitary passes, and membershin card:
for Communists and Komsomol menbders. However, the two units duplicated-each
other's work, There was no real integrat®on of their work and no sp601f10 nIO -
vision was ever made to have the units inform each other of the 1atest deve oL -
nents with respect %o intelligence obtained about Russia, :

_3._.
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At the time UZ became an organizatio&l“, Pusgian PWs to be uSed as agen
informants were taken from & number of PW carps and sent to the Central Ca
UZ prisoners in KREUZEERG, Silesia, The future personnel of Hauptkommando i - ..
one of the field units, was drawn from PWs who came from the territories. of"
Kagakhstan, Kirgizstan, Tadghikstan, Turkmenistan,.Uzbekistan, and Georgia. A
Russian PWs who were knowlédgeable concerning essential elements of information
but who were unsuitabdle for use as agents were sent to the UZ interrogation cany
(Sonderlagen T) at BRI‘JSLAJ-OSWITZ. ‘These latter were usually technicians, engi. .
eers, sc:.entls’cs, etca

Of the many PWs originally selected for UZ, very few were suitable for ageni
worl, principally because the Sovigt authorities: had already weeded out the anti-

Communistic intelligentsia, leaving only anti-Comimnists who were illiterate. -

4. Training bv Unternehmen Zeppelin of Asiatic and Ca,ucasiam_Agents

a« Training by Central Administration‘of U7, BERLIW

The Dbasic training of Caucaslans and Asiatics as-agents of UZ was often
carried out without regard to a real syster or set of principles. - Some of the
carp comnanders treated their men in a very nilitary nammer, while other camp
cormandants paid little attention to military discipline and laid more stress on
pe rsonal hyglene. " In general, PW trainees from the Soviet republics of Cerdtral
Asia were given military drill, ideological lectures, and were sometimes permit-

ted to listen to news broadcasts ‘in German from the Berlin radio stationse.. Many
“of the trainees could not understand a word of German, anc it was the exception
rather than the rule for PW trainees to hear their own language used in a neus.
broadcast from BERLIN,

FEWER states that CGerman attempts to make National Socialists out of to
~ Turkmen were ridiculous. However, he did everything in his power to arouse in
them a feeling of nationalism by teaching them to e proud of their past history
and by inciting them against the USSR, pointing out t6 them that although the
present Soviet Government had relieved them of some of the burdens imposed upon
them by the Tsarist Govem.ment, the Soviet Government would never grant comple ;o
independence to the republics of Central Asia, It was also pointed out to the
Turkmen that the Turkmen intelligentsia had been ligquidated or.exiled whenever
was discovered that they advocated complete independénce for the Turkmen Repub. =
lic, and that the languages spoken in the republics of Central Asia had been

" Russianized to the extent of substituting Cyrillic letters for the ILatin lei c:s:

4 training feature regarde@ by IENIER as very effective was the sendiag
to BiRLIF of groups of twenty to thirty PWs from the republics of Central hsis .o
show them the glories of the city and to impress upon them that Allied bowmbins
was Ineffectuals These men were talten on guided tours and shown the mosque in

EERLIN. Although many of them were indifferent to the religious significance of
the mosque, all of them were impressed.

* Accoyding to 1nformatlon contained in Appendix 3B, FR 31, CSD C (V\GA) BAOR

dated 21 January 1946, "the dept of Gruwpe VI C Whlch from the end of 1942
onwards became known as Unternehmen Zewvpelin gredually evolved from the Bussen..
organisation' of the Gruppe, and dealt exclusively with interrogation and
selection of Pussian PW volunteers, with a view to employing them as agents in
the front-line operations.”

.
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At the conclusmn of such trlps, convivial 'oartles were glven oy $he
leading perconalltles 6f ‘the Central Admimstratlon of UZ for the import&-.._‘
vetsonages of the naticralities represented by the visiting group of PWs.

one of thége meéetings, thére were phedent e\ nunber of members of the Tuxi.
National Independence Committee; including LI-KAYMcCHAM, the 1éader of »
Committee and a close collaborator of(Prof//ABNDE, of the German Eas_.fcerm.'!.;.:;._f .
try. Speeches were made in. the German and” Turkmen languages. . However, many” .
the PWs from Kazakhstan and Hirgistan were unable to understand Gérman or Tu‘_,..

men..

The same géneral prbcedure was followed for other grouns, including
Georgians, who were brought to.BRLIN, The Georgians, particularly; enjoyed ilr
favor of the RSHA, as many had previously moved from PARIS to BZRLIN, hoping

that bv cooneratlng with the Germans they might eventvally win ;ndependence for

Geo a, \Amq . the leadj
were A‘ d CI’I‘.‘E)ELI" q
BEBLIIT of the Independent;

2, ‘Georgians living in BERLIY and helning the Germans
the last-named having at one time been ambassador to
Republic of Georgia.

As an aid to training PWs from the republics of Central Asia and other |
areas of Russis, publications and articles containing propaganda, which were ,
issued by the various committees for independent republics of Central Asia, wer.
distributed to the various camps and advance units of the UZ. Some of these
publications proved of inestimable value, especially. those which assessed con-
ditions within the various territories of the USSR from a nationalist point of
view, Among such papers were two Turkmen journals, one Georgian, one Armenian,
one Azerbaidzhanian, and one for the small minorities in the northern Caucasus.

- The journals showed that the USSR had taken every nrecaution to avoid 2
vossible awakening of nationalist feeling in any of the territories under ifts
control. In particular, the journals stressed that the USSR had fostered tie
various langueges of the minorities to make sure that theré would be.no comun.
language among them. In connection with this, the German Government first us2d
the literary language common to the entire area in Central Asia. Later, i} use.
the language particular to any area where minorities were gettled. This seccnd
procedure was taken on the assumption that because of the efforts of the Soviet
Government, many of the minorities had drifted away from use of the common
literary language.. However, the German Government printed all its 'oamnhle (TR
Latin 1e’cters, not in Cyrillic.

Although the younger generatlon of PWs from the republics of Gen tral
Asia were indifferent to attempts to create a Pan-Islam movement -in fact mwr
of those from Kazakhstan telonged to the Besboshniki (ILeague of Atheists in
Russia) - all of them seewed anxious to fight against the Soviet Governmewnt
FENIER notes that of the 350 Asiatics u.nder his comnand, only 25 observed. s
religious teachings of Islam., However, among all the Mohammedans there va &
dence of a common religious bond. :

S

In connection with its efforts to arouse these PWs by making use of
their religious feelings, UZ stressed that the German Army was reopeéning the '
mosques in those areas of the USSR which it had conquered. UZ pointed ouvl 1.
similar action by the Red Army was taken mainly for the pronaganda valve In
foreign countries, particularly in Allied countries., It also pointed oul ola:
the Soviet Government had recognized in religion a vital forece which could 't
made use of in the fight against Germany. '

FEILZR is of the bel*ef that had the end of the war not come so qw"'
Ge rmany would- ‘have won for 1tse1f a number of Mohammedans to act as agents in
forenting unrest among the. lbhammedan grovps within the USSR, Time was of ile
essence, and Germany did not have enough time to educate and train such agencs.

b, Training of Asistic Acents at Sonderlaeen T, BEESLAU.QSWITZ

While commandant at Sonderlagen T, B’{f °T_u"U—OSWITZ Fbl\T’BR tralned Py
from the repudlics of Central Asla to use gmall arms, dynemite, and W/T appars -
tus. The PWs were given courses in the German languege a.nd in the’ancwnt arn

- 5 -
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modern history of their cou.ntri@ia; They were indoctrinated w*th anti—-Comm.n:.st ¢

ideas, and it was made cldar to them that development of their own c:ou.ntrles W
be possible only after Bolshe‘e‘is;m had been wr)ed outs

FEI IR nermitted hig PW ’crainees two leaves a week from camp, feel?: ; :
this would strengthen their trust in German leaders. -At the same time, he ¢
that such leaves jeopardized the security of UZ emerations. In 'éoma 1nstanc¢-3s;'

such leaves resulted in a higher venereal disease rate among the trainees.

5. Organigzation, 'Eutie s, and Ac_tivit_ie_‘s of Hauntkomrggp_do Sued .

as, Organi zat‘ion

’

Hauptkonmando Sued was organized in. ITarch 1943 under command of, 85 Stubaf

orga_nlzatlon was moved to VOSNENSX, in December 1944 to ODESSA, and late®; shortly
before the Russians recaptured ODESSA, to PRZEMSYIL,.Poland, ‘

The chief component units of Hauptkommando Sued in 1943 and 1944 were asg
follows! a main command unit, and suboffice command units, The components of the
main command unit were an administrative and housing section, an intelligence sec-
tion, a radioc unit, a documents section, outnost units, two military units, ‘and
groups of agents, The main command unit retained the title Hauptkommando Sued.
The suboffice units were located in the area of the immediate front, at KHARXCV,
STALINO, SLAVYANSKAYA, TAGAWROG, SIMEIS, and KBRCH, An advanced outpost or sub-
office was stationed at EKRYMSKAYA, on the Kuban Peninsula. All the suboffices
were organized 1ike the main unit, only le ss completely and on a smaller scale.

b. Duties @d Activities - _ e

Resoectlve components of Hauntkommando Sued undertook the follow:mg dutic.
and activities: _ _ _ _ . !

(1) Adminig '§r}a§ive and _Egdnomic Section : .

: The administrative and economic section fed and housed the staff of
Obverlonmando Sued and the military units attached to i%, and clothed a,nd armd
various UZ units which were committed By Oberkommando Sued. '

(2) Operations Se ctlon

The Operatlons section planned the COmuittment of Georglans and 273!
Cancasian groups, : .

. Operatives for the Caucasian area generally were sent to the vicinive
of TIFLIS and KUTAISI, Georgia. Some agents were also flown to northern et ca =
where lmown anti-Russian and anti-Bolshevik peoples or groups lived. Atten)* -
were made to contact Mohammedan groups in the Caucasus, and for this purpose
prisoners from the regions of Karachi, Dagestan, Azefbgid'zhan, and Cherlmss woll
available as agents. The members of the lichammedan groups were poor sources .-
information, but excellent 'at making wropsganda and in foanting trouble or o~

ganizing partlsan groups. /

(3) n‘celllgence Section

The' mtelligence section was in charge of counterintelligénce work,
made propagendas carried out the ideologlcai training of egents to e committed,
planned and organized the commitment of Asiatics from the républics of Middle
‘Asia, and maintained intelllgence liaison with German ‘Army Groups South and A
until ordered by Central Admlnlstra’clom. UZ. to desist from doing this Tast-
mentioned servi “ The section glso mainte 1ned 1iaison with naval 1ntelllgencf=
units stationed : t MARIUPOL and ODESQA

Information obtained from field agents was condensed into: revor‘cs .
_which were gent weekly by plane or courler to Central Admlnlstratwon, UZ, EERLIN.
. co o - B .
!

—
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-The more- 1mnortant informat on was rddioed directly to the RSHA in: EERLI L
General Intelligenoe Pevorts Were alfo sent to the ‘ntelligence officers of a
Aty Group Northern Ukraineé and Army Groub Southe rn Ukraine.

Before ~ending off agents on leng-range action, the intelllgﬁ
section treated them especially well. Small festive parties were organlz“
the agents, during which they were decorated with the East Medal especially
striack off for such volunteers, F:IWiR usually accompanied his agents by ul,
from BEPDYANSK to TAGANROG, and parted with them at TAGAROG after handing ihe
Xorans,  The agents were then flown on to the point from over which they weT
to parachute down. .

Zach agent group usually consisted of four to five men. one of whom
was a W/T operator. The men were allowed to choose their own group leaders.
In groups assigned important missions, there were two W/T operators. ZEach group
had specific instructions, and some of the groups took along huge quantities of
vropaganda material, generally thousands of pamphlets or magazines which had
been published in EEFLIN by the Nationel Committee of United Turkmen.

The 1nt0111gence sectlon sent several grouns of agents to the area
of the estiuary of the Ural River. Other’ grouvs were flown to tre region near -
the mouth of the Imba River, about thirty miles east of GUFLV, All these groups
were told to reach the naphtha district of the Emba, Some of the grouns were
ordered to cut the pipeline which ran north from the Caspisn Sea to the naphtha
districts, For security reasons, these last were dronped by mlane at a con-
siderable distance from the districts in which thev were to operate, All of the
grouns maintained contact by wireless, some for many months. Some grouhs‘re- T
ported nrOpaganda successes, Other grouns estadlished relstions with veérsons oi
influence in SAMAPKAND and TASHKENT, But the sabotage groups were not able to
damage the nipeline during the period in which FENNEP was intelligence officer. -
In general, the information which these grouns sent by wireless to TEMER was o
no great value.

FEIT bR.states that the security of his mlssions was often Jeopard-
1zed tecause plane transnortation was lacking for agents. who were walting to
leave on a mission. The agents became nervous and mistrustful. In one parti-
cular case, a group of Georgzian agents were forced to wait for several weeks
before a nlane became available to transport them to their place of commitmens,
During this time, the men were often drunk, and FENIER believes that Soviet
agents successfully approached them and obtained information about the under-
taking. He also learned that one Georgian, bYecoming impatient with the deley.
had vroposed to a comrade that the two ‘betray the group to the Soviets after Lo
plaee of commitment had been reached. -

To a;d him in securlty work, FZIER brited some fishermen of EIl.
DYANSK with liquor and tobacco to act as informants. The fishermen, Ulkwaiui::
and supposedly anti-Soviet, reported that at YEISX, on the eastern side of ;‘
Sea of Agov, they had been approached by Fussian intelligence men whom they -
recognized as former members of the AVD and had been ordered to tell exachtly
what German and Fomenian units were in BZEDYANSK. 4s soon as JENIER obtaine:
corroboraticn of the presence of a Russian intelligence unit at YBISX, he leo:in
convinced that a major Russian move would te made against BERDYANSK, After
checking hig information and surmises with those of the nearest cownterinteli:.-
‘gence unit of the German Army, FENNER then informed the commandant at EERDVAN;X
to be particularly watchful for increasing counterintelligence and sabotage
activity on the nart of the 3uss1ans

’ FENNER's maintenance of liaison with army intelligence bore a .great
deal of fruit until the Central Administration of Unternehmen Zeppelin ordered
him to stop. For instance, the secret orders given to a Soviet armored corns
fell into the hands of an outnost unit of FEIMER, The information therein was
inrediately passed on to. the ‘intelli igence officers of Germen Army Groups A and
South. In return, officers of these units informed Haup tkommando South of.

. -resistance movements in Dagestan and northern Georgis,. thCh could be utili. el
. by Hauptknmmando Sued. - ! , ,
. ; . i . fP\ [:, o |—-_-\ r*"\ TR } . .
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Hauntkcmmando Sued aiso cooPerated with naval intelligence units at
LAPIJDOu and 0 DSSA The work of the haval’ 1ntelligence unlt at ODES SA naIaJ T

agents by olane. HoweVer, the naval unit funneled more’ agents through the
lines. -

(4) ?adlo Unlt

The radio unit trained W/m oneratorq for use with agent groupe and
equinped these groups with W/T sets. ~The unit also maintained communications i,

groups. in the field and with. the Central Admlnlstratlon of Unternchmer Zenvel‘“.
at: BuRuIN :

(5) Docunents.Seetibni

The documents 'section forged Soviet identification naners for use by
agents of Oberkommando Sued. Some of the best men in Amt VI, 2SHA, were plazed a
the disnosal of Unternehmen Zeppelin, for forging Russian identification pamners.
Former Soviet officers who professed hatred of the Soviet Government were also enm
ployed in this work. Captured documents, cften in badly damaged state, were
suceessfully counterfeited, large numbers of Russian stamps were nade, and paper
of the seme quality and color as that used by the Russisns waw odbtonined. As a
rule, it was easy to match the paper used on genuine Russign identification pnuex
as the scarcity of pever in Russia had led to use Dby the Pussians of almost any
kind of paper. However, some Russian identification napers and doouments were
printed on excellent paper, in which case the Feich Printing oerv1ce was abdle to
suﬁnly 31n11ar paper for use by the documents section,

Once, Eauptkommando Sued captured an entire set of secret documents
belonging to a “ussian division, containing instructions for verifying and che.l
ing identification mapers and showing the precise nlaces where entries were to *
made on soldiers' nasses. Some of the agents of Hanptkonmando Sued were able -
renort that identification papers forged on the basis of the information conlaur,
in the cantured documents Nad teen checked repeatedly- by Sov1et sveclalists and
had not been detected.

: Whenever informatlon about’ changes in Sov1et systems of identificatic
was obtained, “auptkommando Sued immediately revorted this to .Amt VI, RSHA.

\

(6) Military Units

" Under Oterkommando Sued there were two military units made up of ne.:
considered unsuitable for use as agents. One group numbering about 350 Asia’i e
 was used for a time to guard the immediate vicinity of the BERDYA¥SX camp. i ¢
this unit ard the other military unit, consisting of about 200 Georgians, ws. %
used in tke lines, The groups were also helpful in canturing Soviet gaboicg.

agents. In combat, the‘Asiatics were excellent, unllke the Georglans.

In general, FEIVIR was always agalnst naklng these two unlts an ii.
tegral »vart of Unternehmen Zeonelln, and he flnally succeeded 1n convincing rizih
er headquarters that his point of view was right.

6. 2Russian Intelliaence_and Sabotage Activities

After Hauptkommando Sued vndertook operations on the Zastern Front, it notir
that Russian intelligence and sabotage activities kent inecreasing. Russian age
were parachmted almost nightly intc the Berdyansk region. Within one. period of
ten days, seven groups of five men each were dronped behinf the German llnesq
However, with the help of the Ukrainian: 1oilce or Uz military unlts, twenty_e1gn
of these. agents were cantured by Hau'otkomna.ndo Sucd.

Hauptkomrando Sued lea d‘_,“a* ;Ri\e'an .,an‘°1ante 1igence' hBac«
~quarters at YEISK had been ass1gned to cover an area equal t0. ‘that occubled ty o

Cerman army or army groun at most. ‘This was much smaller than the area covered '

Hauptkommando Sued. FENER interrogateditke captured agents and learned the
following:
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a. The mission given to th,e agents was primarily sabotege, including des-
truction of railroad track, overpasses. underpesses, etc, Obtaining informatio
was of secondary importance, and this information was limited .to German trocs -
moverents, arrival of reinforcements from Germany, and the appearance of anti’
German partisan groups. (At this time, the population in the Southern Ukrai.:
was anti-Bolshevist, a condition which did not prevail later.)

b, Tke Russians operated on the principle that the larger the numbers com’
mitted, the more likely the chances of success, Of the persons comnitted by ths
Russians, many were forced to accevpt the assignment. Some had been Jailed on
suspicion of teing pro~German or unfalthful to the Fatherland and had been
released only on their promise to redeem themselves by volunteering for such a
mission: - Others had made defeatist remarks., Others had come from concentration
camps in Pussia. Others were natives of the Ukraine, had been forced to volun-
teer, but had determined not to act against the Germans.

c, As a rule, except for the leader of any group of Russian agents, none of
the members knew any details about the mission nor had received any training,
equipment, or money. Few carried weapons, Most had no identification papers
whatsoever, although it was later discovered thet the leader of the group had
been given local identification papers to hand over to each member of his group
after the group had reached its place of commitment. Almost all the agents were
dressed in civilian clothing of poor quality, in contrast to the quelity of
clothing given by the Germans to their agents befaore committing them to an area.
(Later, the Germens provided their agents with the kind of clothing worn by the
residents of the district or area to which the agents were to be sent.): ,

" FEMER also learned that Russian agents were kent incommunicado after
being assigned a mission and before being sent off on the mission. For food,
Russian agents were usually given some bread and bacon, nothing more, They were
expected to live off the land., ‘

d, The leader of any group was usually a Communist who kmew all details
connected with the migsion, had been well trained, and had been given informatio:
concerning his line of withdrawal, including passwords necessary to get back
through the front lines. As a rule, the leader was the only one who could
operate the group's W/T set., The leader was also the only cne who carried a nay.
a comnass, a watch, and money, the last usually being a small sum, in contras*
to the amounts which the Germans gave to their agents., (FEIMER states that one
group of Asiatics sent out by Unternelmen Zepmelin carried over a million rubles
to cover any contingency. The Germans also always took into account dlack
market conditions in any area where their agents were to orerate.)

FENYZR learned that the Russian agents sent messages not in code but oy
using ore-arranged vhrases, For instance, "bright sunshine” indicated that tu-
group had landed safely and that all was well. '

7. Evaluation of UZ _O_gergtiong Ageinst the Russians

FEMIER states that Unternehmen Zeopelin fell far short{ of its ho-aed for goo
for the following reasons?

a. The higher o-fficials of UZ had no real knowledge of Russia and its pre®..
lems. For instance, many of the officials refused to understand that the peorl:
might not revolt against the Soviet Government and failed to take this into
account when nla.nning operations,

. _ :

bs UZ was never able to maintain good security. For instance, its Asiatic
agents were often held up from going on their missions because plancs were lack-
ing. These agents were permitted leave while waiting for transnortation on a
mission. Some became drunk and divulged to Russian agents, it is believed by
FEWIER, the nature of their mission, Others contracted venereal digeases,
forcing the Germans to ré-arrangs plans and personnel eommitments,

Co T_he Germans assigned to leed the groups of Asiatics and other ‘Russian
nationals were not fit to do so. Some of the ¢hief Germen agents treated the
Asiatics as mfenors and thus c&d‘"ered ﬁh"1 norale of the groun.
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d, Too much time was spent in discuss1ng and making fantastic nlans tc o
troy all Pussian war industries in ‘the Urals. :

6, GCerman planes could not fly the Vast distences often requlred for
guccess of ‘a miss1on, nor could the planes reach targets in the interior of
Pussia.

f. Tre value of anti-Russian ﬂronaganda carried on by hav1ng the agents é:
tribute namohlets, etc. was. in direct ratio to German military success,

g. The units of UZ and German MIS units failed to coonerate. For instance
the military governor at BERDYANSK was very uncooperatlve. In another case,

‘Hauptlommando Sued was ofBered to cesse exchange of inférmation with certain
Army units,.

For the Commanding Officert

/ 7 _f ,/)
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