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o R ‘Preamble of the Interrogation Report of Dr. Gustav Hilger,

| . Former (Counselor of +the: German Fabagsy- in. Woscowy where he was chief -
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.of the eeonomfé desk from 1923 to 191;1.
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Gustav HIIGER has probably more !‘_igl&t..fahﬂn__.. ther German
; last 25 years. To distort & famous Word of §talin: FGerman heads of State
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today to speak with authority on = Russlian affairs during the |
st
!

‘and German Ambassadors to Moscow camenand went - but Gustev. Hilger
. ‘remained”. f9Gustav Ottonovich® as Kremlin officialdom called him, |
|- _reirained in th.Q German_Fmbassy in Moscow in'charge of the e conomic desk and
| took part —\g__&]‘.’iving encyclopae“ﬁia on Rus.ga “and Russian® - in all German- |
Russian conferences in MOSCOWw it Beriin — as the 'ﬁdi‘spensable ‘adviser - '!
of and interpreter to German Ministers and Ambassadors. .Hilger has thus
had a unique opportunity of lookinmg behind the scenes of German-Soviet ’
1 . 'relations during a decisive period of history ending with total defeat 'I
. for Germeny end with total victory for Soviet Buseia. Hilger's ageount |
|‘ .and :lnterpretation of the events that led to this sitmation as well .
; ‘as his views on the possible future trend of developments seem, therefore, !
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i 1to deserve close attention.
. Gustav Hilger was born in Moscow in 1886. He has spend L6 years '!
| .in Russia, 17 of them as a child and schoolboy, L as an engineer, U
| ‘as a civilian internee as a rellef and repatriation official and 18 .
! ‘as a_memher _SGE&T\ an Bnbassy staff in Moscows~ The last post, that
- 0f{Znd Bmbassy Counselor, SHITgsT held from November 1939 up to the German
invasioHt meeia‘ﬁm"ll’une 1941. All through his long stay in Russia,:

Hilger was a close and shrewd observe wﬁdamental changes that'

took place in(RusSidn poiitical and econcmic as well as in the
Russian national char

t.he two worlld wars.

ok | .
acter during the fa.t.eful years of itransition between

| «Ehe-yutional Socialist Partysadds to the sounduess of his views. He |
looks at dsvsIophents tTHAT lod to Qermany's downfall with the sad- i
, resignation of a man whose constant .advice to his superiors: "Do not !

! under-estimate Russian strength" was not-heeded, who has lost his only

! 'son during Hitler's invasion of Russia and who, af ter passionate protests
{ to his Foreign Office against the treatment reserved for Russian

. prisoners of war and civiliens alike knows his wife, daughter and
grandchildren in Russian hands. '
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The fact that Hilger has been neither(a eoldier nor & member o~ | ;
|

Hilger now recites Pushkin's verses
in order to remind himself of & happier pasti

! | ' ]
J‘! . Sect:.on II of the report is Hilger's account of German-Russian Affa.irs
| fron_1 Hitler's advent to power till Hitler's invasien of Russiae. ’_

. Section III ~ 'Cbaclusion ' » ‘ ' ' -

|~ section Tv- R | | |

! HiZger's domain within the German Embassy in Moscow was exclusiv'aly';
: economic, political and diplometic. Apart from the fact that he always|

- tried to steer clsar of any activities that did not appear to be above '
board, there was,in view of unceasing Russian watchfulness, very little! .

i opportunity for men devoid of Hilgert's inhibitions to indulge in doubtful
T pastimes.
1

|
As expert. of the German Fbre:.gn Office ror Russian Affairs after the
. outhreak of the German-Russian war, Hilger received coplés of both |
"Wartsee Institut? and "Forschungsamt” reports as far as they concerned i
| Fussian questions. He also interviewed important prisoners of war such -
‘ as GPU officials Hilger's impressions of these contacts seem, hGWever,
to be of a mofe perscnal nature and add nothing to the general picture.
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1910 .

1918

1920
921

39‘22'
v 19231941

- 1923-1928
1933-193h

1934-1941
~1923-1939
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1932

vsapt. 1@, 1886 Born in Moscow, the son of German parent-s (father born in

~1896-1903 Oberrealschule of the German Iatheran St. Michzelis Church in Moscow.‘
1903-190}; Worked in machine factories as preparation for techmical studies. :

+1904=1908 Polytechnic Institute, Darmstadt (Machine Construction)} graduatadl

1908-1909 wWorked as construction engineer for the Donnersmarck Hustte A.G.

©1910-191} leading position with F. Hackenthal & Co., in Hoscow. o
v1914~=1918 Interned as a civilian internee in Totma (Russian Gouvernement

v1919-1920 Worked in Berlin at the Reich Central Office for prisonsrs ofi

1928-1933
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Remscheid, Rhineland). |

in 1908 as Diple. Inge

I

at Zabrze (later named Hindenburg), Upper Silesia. .

affered a job in-Moscow with F. Hachenthal & Co. after st.udying
steam, water, and gas fitting construction in Germany. !

|
Employed as volumtesr in a factory in Remscheid, January-July.

Wologda); spokesman for the internees. ||
Employed by the Swedish consulate in Moscow (protecting powar of |
German prisonsrs of war and civilian internees), January—April, P
After signing of the Brest Litovsk treaty, employed with the German
commission for prisoners of war and civillan intermses in Moscow,
. this agency was directed by the Prussian War Ministry (housing |
department) and the German Red Cross, April-November; ‘
After severance of German-fussian diplomatic relations, returned I|
to Germany, November. |

war and civilian internees. f
Sent by the Reich Central Office and the Foreign at‘fice as -
representative for prisoners of war and internee matters to , '
Moscow, whers he opened a relief agency, Junej |
Received consular status from the Foreign Office; appointed , |
.representative of Fridtjof }ansen, High Commlssioner of the! Iaagua
of Nations on Prisoner of War Matters; in Russia, September. !

Named representative of the German Red Cross in Russia and assigned
the administrative and political lsadership of the relief
expedition of the German Red Cross for the starving people of .
Rusaia; also named member of the Nansen Relisf, an international |
organization to give relief to the starving populat.ion of Russia, .
September. :

Inspection tour through Russia to visit local organigations of
the Nansen Relief and the German Red Cross, October.

Asked to join the newly opensd embassy (under the Rapallo Treaty)
under the German Ambassador, .Count Brockdorff-Rantzau; January;

Appointed Counselor of legation and later assigned as chief of

the Economic Section of the Emba.ssy, a position which he held
until June 1941;

Under Ambassador Gount Brackdorff-Rantzau; !
Under Ambassador Dre Herbert von Dirksen; - ' %
Under Ambassador Rudolf Nadolnmy; : : : r
Under Ambassador Count von der Schulenburg. ; ;

]

H

During these years, work consisted mostly of following economic
conditions in the Soviet Union; in giving economic counsel to
German economists and engineers who came to Russia; participated
in trade negotiations which resulted in the trade agreement of

- October 12, 1925, and subsequent economic and political agreements;

 wag also comsultad by the Ambassador on political mattera due to |
his extensive knowledge of the country and his practical experience.

In addition to various inspections of Russian industrial plants |
over a peried of tims, went on a study trip in the autumn of: 1932|
to gain knowledge of the new industrial developments at Magnit-ogorsk,
-Tschelyabinsk, Kusnezk, and Sverdlovak
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]. . AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF DR, GUSTAV HIIIER (continued) . ! : !
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‘ v 1939 Emplnyad as interpreter at meetings beman Fereign l.ﬁ.pistar von!

. o Ribbentrop and Stalin and Meletov, August-September, C
| . 1939-19k1 Participa‘bed in &1l conferentes between the Ambassador, von 'der
* Sehulernburg and Molotov. !
o 1939 - Named second (ounselor. pf Embasgy, Novamher. ! L
q 1939-1940  Participated in the Mogdew cemferences which resulted in-the trade o
; pact with Russia, @stober 1939-February 1940. R
| .19k0 BEmployed as interpreter in Berlin at the confersnces hetueen P
: _Molotov, Hitler and Ribbengrop, November. ' -
1946-19k1 Participated in conferenmces resulting in further tra.de agreements,
. October 1940-January 1941, Lo
v ighl Accompanied Ambassador von der Schulanburg on his 1aat visit to !
_the Kremlin, Junsj : L
- After the outbreak of the war, retumd to Gemamy July. | ‘
| V19h1-19k5  Attached to the Mimistérial Bureau for special employment; . . |
1 . Chisf adviser to Ribbentrop on &ll Enssian matters (he states that
_ Ribbentrop seldem, if ever, paid any attention to his adviea, f
; S ‘which led to considerable friction); read Russian newspapers |
Yo (generally 45 weeks old) and also interrogation reports en |
- ‘ Russian Pi's, as far ds such were placed at the disposal of |
; ‘ the Foreign Office by the Military authorities. Also had pevsemal
: ‘ personal talks with PW's. Did not deal with matters pertaining
I
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to Eastern occupied territories, as these were delt with hgy' the,
Hinistry for that purpese, under Rosenberg.
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v Hilger was never a party member. -He has spemt: a total of L6 years :f.n || o

Russia and is believed to be the foremost German expert en liussian OCONONY « i ;
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