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COUMTRY Middle Bast

pot 25 March 19¢

SUBJECT /z"nmlm of

elegation in New Yopk City
Concerning the Sirhan SIRHAN

Trial AN

ACD March 1969 S FIELD NO.
SOURCE A Middle Bast national with a leftist political orientation

who has good contacts among the permanent missions of the
developing countries at the United Nations, Source has been
an asccurate preporter on Middle East and African affairs for
several vears,

[ At the reguest of I%Hﬁfhﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ, an official of the
Palestine Arab Delegation in New York City, RashagefURAD,
Birvector of the New York O0ffice of the Avab League, called an
emeprgency meeting of the Arab group at the United Nations for

the morning of 25 Mavch 1969, The meeting was held at the
offices of the Arab League in the Chrysler Building., It

lasted for one hour, MURAD presided over the meeting:; Ambassador
EdwardsOHORRA.  the Permancnt Representative of Lebanon to the
United Nations (UNj, who is the Chaivman of the Arab group

Tor Macta,was not present. Representatives from the Arab permae
nent missions to the UN and a representative of the New York
Office of the Palestine Liberation Organization also attended,

called in order To present a report rom Issa NAKHLEH of the
Palestine Arab Delegation, who had recently veturned from
California where he had observed the trial of Sirhan SIRHAN

for the assassination of U.8, Senator Robert F, KENNEDY, Before
HAKHLEH presented his report there ensued a dispute congerning
the summoning of an emergency meeting of the Aprab group on
behall of a subopdinate individual within the Palestipe Arab
Delegation., Other than MURAD only Ambassador JamilsBAROODY
who represented Saudi Arabia, defended the action by NAKHLEH
and MURADL,

2, Rashad MURAD announced that the meeting had been
e

s 3, NAKHLEH then presented his report, which consisted
4 of “hig-dmpressions ol thetrial, Bccompanied by readings from 4
3 "the trial record”, HRAKHLEH descopibed BIRHAN as "an Arab 3
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guerrilla"™ and stated that his action was "motivated by
political events”, NAKHLEH indicated that he believed that
STIRHAN will be convicted but that he will not regeive the
death penalty, NAKHLEH stated that he had obisined the
app}:‘oval af Sirhan SIRHAN to act as an adviser o SIRHAN

in the event that SIRHAN wishes to appeal the fovrtheoming
verdict, NAKHLEH recommended that if S5IRHAN appeals his
conviction, a group of Arab attorneys should travel to the
U.8, to observe the appeal proceedings,

2 4 MAY g Ei%“@gNAK}{LEH informed the group that one of his principal

- aims in briefing the group was to enlist theip support for a
trip to the Middle East which he plans to wmake in the neap
future in order to collect funds to aid SIRHAN's defense,
NAKHLEH requested that the Arab rvepresentatives present cable

their governments asking that the latiey aid Rim duping his
fund~raising trip to the Middle East. No commitments were

made at the meeting by the representatives present:; howevern

it is judged that a nunber of the vepresentatives will send

the cable regquested. {(Scource Comment: NAKHLEH has the
veputation of being a loeose handler of funds: in the past

some of the money collected for alleged support of various Arab
causes has found its way into his pockets.)

5, Field Dissem: None, {Also sent: USUN,)

i

%

—SEEREFNO- FOREIGN-DTSSEMACONTROLLED DISSEMANO-DISSEM ABROADABACKGROUND. USE ONT;






