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Ian article on “An Intnrnatinnal Centrn far ChQminal‘Minrnbin1sgy in Rams" 
I 

-J. it is to atnnar in thn near future in “Nature”. 

The fermentation plant referred tn in tht article has partially been canntruntnd 
frnm the equipment of the Q16 UKRRA plants allocated to Italy. Sn far an is known‘ 
nnne sf the UNRRA plants allenntnd to Pnlnnn, Yugoslavia, ByclQ»Rnnnia, China nr 
Italy are functioning. The Czechcn1avakian.§lant is prnhahly mnkin anmn p€fii~ 
nillin and it is knnwn that heist in Jena E cnnstruntné a plant. I- {:3 In 
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hnno cf the Propnstd Intcrnatinnal Ccntrnn for Ghnminnl 
Microbiolo are intended tn be csmzntitive ta innustrial iinnts but rather viii \ 9 nerve as training schnals for expnrtn and technicians so that auitahin nnrkers 
will be available for any untcT§fi$Q$ introduczfi by commercial csnnerns. This n 
pact of the intentions sf the Wnrld Health Organization plan is fully flincussnn 
in Technical Repsrt SeTi€3 N0 E6~9ntitled ”E;p@rt Cnmmittcn an Antinimtinn. R@~ 
part on the lst Session. Geneva,~nyril ll tn 15, 1950“; 
The Expert Comittee an Antibiotics includes: 
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Ct D.‘ Q) |_r. H Chain, Rome :— 
Christie, Landon 
Janot, Paris? 
Theorell, btonkhalm 

S ';~Ze.1:.s111:::Ir1, New Brunswicl-1 

‘ms-.n 

'f:w.. 

Melanie Crnipeau, Geneva - Secretary ‘ 

(Caordinntian cf Research fiuction) 

Despite the glowing description uf the Intituto Cupcriarn, the Minrnhiolngical unit 
is far from finished and may take eamn mnnths yet before it is reaiy for students. 
Frobnhly the newly created International Centre for Chemical Micrahinlngy in Rnmn 
will he fully ready_b;"Snpt@mber 1951, sn it will be some years frnm.nnw hefnre 
students trainrg at this center will be ready ta take their places as tenhninal 
exports in the world’s commercial antibiotia lahnratoricn. As eviflcnce sf this, 
it is unfierstood that when the Pnlmn~Squibb streptomycin plant in ready far prQ~ 
duntion in six to eight months frnm.nnw, it is the intentien af Squibb tn send aver 
a full staff of department h adn ta organize each division sf tn: plant anfl to 
train the Italian department heads in the warn of their individual éivisinns. 
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"¢n lntcrnwihoncl C;nt£i‘§35wgggmicnliggprobiology 
In Roma“
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"'t has hccn cnnouncci thit thc World H;nlth Qrgcnizntion, with the consent or 'ho 
'1licn Govcrnm nt, hcc rccognizcd the lotituto iuporiorc di Qcnitn in Rome cc cn.ln~ 
zrnationcl Rccccrch Center for Chnmicfll Microbiology. (F 
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5 H v’Th¢ Iotituto 'upcriorc di .anitc is an active center of research, the largest 5 

ind, mainly th;nkc to the initiativc and outstanding organizing capability of ' 

Dircctor-Gcncrol, Proftscor hom;nico Mnrotta, his laboratories are among the most 
modcrn and best cguippod in Europe. Thu research departments include physics, thcrah 
pcutic chemistry, biochcmistry, nclariology and bacteriology. The Ietituto Bupcriorc 
di ianitc is also the main Food and Drug Control Ccntrc of the Italian Government.

1 

“Recently a complex of n»w l "ldingn has been added to thc main buildings of tho Incl» 
tuto Fuporiore di Sanitc. Thcsc contain HUMZTOUS rcneorch laboratories an well an c 
_furm;ntction pilot plant with fcrmhntcro up to 18,000 litcrc capacity and cll thc 
processing cquipmont required for thc isolation on an industrial scale of biologically 
intcrcsting substances, much an antibiotics, enzymes, growth factors, etc. Amplc 3 

workshop facilities are also provided.
v
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“Th? n wly created Intcrnationul Cunt r for Chcmica rohiology will he housed in
Y the now extension. The Worlflvficalth Grgnniz;tion“c main interest in the cantor licn 

in the unique cxpcrimcntcl and training fccilitirc it offers in fields of chcmiccl 
microbiology which have practical importance, such on antibiotics and growth factors, 
particularly with regard to thw microbio giccl cnginccring aspect. At present, such 
fccilitics arc not available nnywhcrc cine in iuropc. 
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“Thc intcrnationcl Ccntcr for Chgmiccl licrnciology will bc undcr the sci ntific ~ 
rcction of th: biochrmist Proicrsor J B Chnin, F R 3, formerly of Oxfor? Uniwcrci“ joint winncr oi the NobcJ;Pri;; Cor l§¥5 for thc viscovery of the chcmothvrcpentin ate fact of penicillin and recentl; al coed Iirat chcirmnn of the newly form 4 Lip rtu "ommittcc on lntibiotics of thc Aorlc Htalth organization. Professor Chain hna b,en

6R M? 

in Roma for two years at the invitition of the Dircctor-Gencral of the Ictitnto ’u- pcriorc oi flanitn, to organize and dir ct n nrw rccsarch department of bioch;miot y 2 at this Instituto. ' ‘ 

"Tho Intcrnationcl Research Center for fihtmiccl Microbiology is built up ct c number
a 

V H £fcr"nt rccccrch unity, including cne for biochemistry and organic chnmimiryg on? ' 

for occtc1 and mycology, and on; for physical chemistry and microbiologicnl an- ginccring.
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¢ ~ » - - -. 1 , , “Thc Centtr has two Chlfif cins. Firstly, it Will prgvigg i&@1l1ti@5 £9? yggoaffih workers to become acquainted with the diffarcnt umthods of chcmicnl micrnhiology, hi working in one of thc nbovawmentiontd research units. Ccconcly, it will mnkc nccesci~ blc for scientific invcntigotions suhwtnncce of microbial origin, the inilition oi which rcquirct equipment of industrial dimcnciono not normally available in UHiVuP' city laboratories. ' 

“Thc International Ocntrw for Chemical Microbiology is the first of its hind, but ace cording to c rcccntly relcarcd rcport of thc Experts Committee on Antibiotics (Tcch~ niccl Rcnort No 1910) it is the intcntion of the World Hcalth Urganirction tn ntimulatc " ~ ..- . . 1 —-. §fi%& tho cotnbliehmcnt 01 similar center» in other countries. A1] those ccntorh will be “ conncctcd with cxisting Laboratories. fiompletc exchange of information of thc rcccnrch work carried out in the diffcrcnt rcccarch ccntcrs is envisaged and the rcsultn of tho work will be publiohci. 

“The Vorld Health Grgnnization is finzncing n limitcd number of fcllowohiy: for pcrconh with on adequate training in biochcmictry, microbiology or chnmicnl cngincwring to fin» 
r ,- 4- - .--. -I» 1- 4 __. . -,.. - ,_-. ,. -- H . _._ V __ _' _ dblfi thvm M9 L@K@/ Fur», lo: yJIiQQQ oi nit l~os than one year, in th~ r hcarch program of the International Centres cnf thuc tn acquire a npcciclizcd training in thc various aspects of the §.w of chcmicnl"nicrohiology.‘F P '3 iv J in 
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