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Vo record in Garman was made at ths tire of this oral inturview,

ines17uch as Lt. 1,:erriam took cote:: in :::njlish on the re-arks of General

7;emer s they rC translated by the irterorcter. Lt. Verriam t.len used

hie	 lish notes as Lae basis for this report which 4e prepared after

the completion of the oral interview.

Ihis was the only oral or written ictervisw which Lt. .erripm hod

concernin, matters otter t p an the kreenrez Offensive. Frrm Previous

 r. the 20 Jul:, 19:J. plot, Lt. lerrian was partic_lrly interested

in collcctin etails cc this affair, .ith the possible h pc that be

right inter publish a book or m1Ls2ine article devoted t the Cir'nen

storn behinS this plot.

Me first -:aracraph of the above is bE p ed on a Eenera krowledre of

;r1 v.hic') Lt. erxa.o,rated; tve secenc, laragra ph i b,,..sed on

.at Lt. Perriam told me personally.)
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4. Abostt 150.-.1 on 2:1 Jul. 44, I rccei.v,..:1z telephonc.

	

vii the coa,:	 "Ineicen;zt." Ti cral.	 frerr thc Crfec or tho

 rlin, ft:r. von T:t9.33; I 	 o-:N.1.•■•••,‘-'. to roport, to

r. t'Ic Co	 rr.3.	 P. rtrflor
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llowevor, 1 mtLrnsd to	 *.c."1.1.3:1	 coa1ck.1

of officers at, r'r.i.ch 7 	 a rir-	 tv.f2 .1<rfcrn.;:-..nt

	

cave inctmction:, that no cc	 to	 coly

loss t 1-10:.- tz.:rc riven by	 Thc

	

tc 7C, 1%.1tr.	 ,ho,t	 7oir: en.

	

7.	 A1t,1•::,-..r".1 t`.c.	 •	 tl•so ;•! ovorn., •!..t

not co . ."-1c• tos:I nsst	 not

;L:a 01.,21,14.	 cls a. to a,,oist c ir,

:,hen thiz, officer .arrlve , I,	 co.ic; t	 not 1.•.: cr.„.:1:71

cf	 ?IC t',41 r .01,	 T:c's nn..6o

I c:11 not. 1.:1-rjer,..,L'In.I.	 1,..)	 v,-o.11.'.	 11.1r.

1c	 i.hin:

	

::•	 Aftc: .	cf r.	 eff •i r:e.rs, ry:...• o r	•	 -•

no'1,-Ic	 t,!•-ot	 r•--sor's,	 • •

cc:on	 13tre 

e. VI:I:, az Von T-P..7.c.ohitco !	retirod	 Prti

often ^ccn Sjt orlin. 71.:e 2.icutenP.nt ona-cotc.:	 r.

14:or.	 1.33.-e1 polo:. to Lir. cntranct. into t're. 	 17,-	 r

not oh,:	 12;c:	 rioht ho	 v.;

tlre ri.tuntf	 cunt	 ts	 thiz;	 e,r7

Lro.in • t•oc

vc.lo	 v.-.'.4-ch rr1.ici1ar	 tho oc,ction	 otat!eso,

thc c“:...:r2t:, police 1-..cre lo; t .'.,o .s . I.c' :ort	 artc-.:, co

rovinr. thr:.luch th e: r:',1-ezts, Iepotte :-.1on 7)not,
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superlor, I fitrrty ddAA that I chould Eo to cc; h!:-. daJpitc tho fact

that. Von Ea5ot: h;J:t.	 ;:17 roquoct.	 •
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AL thc end of thc: conversation, Crocring, h3 WaS yrt,sent, asked ro

the rucl•trJr h:•..ci said and 7' 	 the ccnvereat.ion nsi.betance. I

r:.so	 t:Int T had i--74:11 •Ltely	 tho actual.

the	 (..	 tn:-.t.	 inforr:

ti	 L:1: do cp.-e::;•!,1r.- 	 tr•
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IT7T7170GATI0I REMIT No 34

I. Cover and Pecention Prior to the ARDEI"'ES Offensive

This report r7 as prepared in ans7er to U5=7 Inter-
rocation Prief No 3, dated 13 July 1945.

Preamble. Generallajor Otto Ernst 2E7, source for
the ans7ers to this questionnaire, is the _Ijor
formerly in commanl of the "achl-ataillon in 	 7ho as
instrumental in chec:cin.- the military follo !7 -throurt of
the 20 July 1944 p lot a,71inst H)	 )'c life. He assumed
command of the Fuehrer ]-;eP7leit	 (31-1:7ade 2: La)
shortly before the ,:,iiDENT TES offensive.

The Fuehrer Becloit ErirTae left -. -LSTI:7 7.3 T.JRG, Ost-
preussen, about 25 liovembor for T=, (iA.fel) (GS GS 4346/
K 51/L 3577) and -as first co-A:litter', in the ST VITH urea
(GSG9 4042/6/P	 17hence	 alvanced toards L:.:7■3CAE
(GSGr-', 4042/e/i , 47).	 :1 27 _ecel--r Prire eRL:I=R '7,as

 I ,..Test of :-.7.;":3:7":3 (G3G0 4042/5j1 55) in order to
secure Gorman positions in this sector.

Trif7ae 11:Z.:ER was com.-osed of thc follo-in;7 elenents
at the start of the ...227,;777,3 offensive:

Flat:
Grenadier 17ataillon I (SP-)
Grena l ier I3ataillon 2 (IMO
()renadier 5atai1lon zb7 928 (later Grena'ner

T3atail1on 3)

i-anzor :‘btoilunr!
Hcoros 7turmschuetz .:JYteilunr: 2)0
lanxer rso71neats -3tab
Thetrichten .jtei1um7
T'eld 7.rsatz

...ns-ors to the ounstionnaire.

1. TIP:t security L:easure3 -are adopte:1 by German
unit comz:anders bet7een the time they received
initial orders concernin the	 of-
fensive and 16 :ecember 1944?

a. Radio security. Fro7. the arrival of the
Fuehrer Beloit *rii7ale in the rest in early
Eecember 1944 until the com-Itment of tha 1-:ri.7a . -l e on 18
December 1944, the	 1:'ert a strict radio silence.
There -,.re no exercises -itt radio-connualeation set.
Even the use of nrivate radio set: a fr, lo-st level 7Els
prohibited.

b. Fale radio traffic.	 1thour7h the Trir,ale
RE:7:1 used no fals,o rar:io trafic, some ,ras om!loyad by
hig;her echelons.

c. 7,'ecu r ity of troo r, move -nts to avoid 1 , !ent1 -
fication ry	 il..,„1r , trt.	 before anj	 urin,- th e o;':ensive all
troop movments 7lere executed by r.iht or in unfavorable
flying 'anther.

SECRET
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.	 I7T2RTIOGATION 112PORT No 34

I. Cover and Decention 7rior to the ,...71=7".1 Offensive
Continued)

In clear -enthr only si171e vehi .cles -ere 7'ormltted to
travel on roads.	 order rns issuel thnt convoys rhich
had hnulod surplies t tha front durinm the nimht should
trnvel	 dnyli•7Dt in nn cast-ar .d direction in order
to doceivo the enemy by fp '-in-	 -indrTmal of troops
fromi	 front lin:•s.	 narticulerly traced
armore , :l ,nhicles, -ere pare in '7073(1.5 outsde of torns.

defenses -ere passive, vrj only in CF10 of an air attack
on military tart...:?ts -m ere th7:y to op-a fire.

Srecinl a y -• -7na t al 7e n 	enforc.7; cs:ioflne:e fciscinline
in toe's. Tr y -s	 -ere removed, rlud the assem.bly
or marc:jni:, of ler .mn to ,lies of men 'as rohihitc r . Tesuse
of ron10.-:ierrs 	 units in villn7es or on
ronds	 marers -ere not f.isn. .1”ed on
billts. 7nly	 actal ronf,.	 cou1:1 mnr:cers be
posted, sho-iam the nnos of conlanlin7 o-.7f1cers Is unit
identification. Reed co-:trol b:), military police as very
strict,	 roads	 usol	 unit convoys only in
accordance -it- a sci-.edule.	 1.l v•Ti'clo humnor mattings
rere -ainted over. Durin7 the transport of tanks on rail-
ray flatcars, camouflaTe ihn(3 to corceal tho vshiclos in
such e -ay thnt they could not be reco;:nized from the air
no tanlr.s.

Su anly da-s of ell !.:17-Co • ere C.isror e e ,i very &sill-.
fully	 for-:.sts, en ne cinlly pine -moods.	 lerC.inF; to
anJ from su-rly last-llations 'mere -: idened to	 traffic
jams. ". trains neer	 re-a of on- rati y,p	 !:ept	 •
in tunnls or in - 0D1.9	 de.ylimht. The u q loadir: ,. of
trains	 sPreo:'. ov ,.r mon* s-ail stations, end

1:e (7.one very quickly.
:Iotor	 coul.i drive only to 7ithin l	 m of the front.

one. 1....17,--huildinm equipment as
move-1y hors::-4r= ve]clun	 1:,st 10 ,.m.

	

nie...ht, strict 	 51r lUrs -ns maintained.

the s ,-.1 :.-• •	 ity mosures hud bPen !33P in

	

the 7ohr-act for se- e	r.lurim the period in
questi. er srecla7 cal , ! as taY:on to insure strictest enforce-
ment of i;hes• rules.

d. Imslanc e of 0-tnild or(I .)rs onl w to senior
o'fin- rm .	 off-rniv-	 ! r , c-re-
Tully	 ,.- 11-1 fr	 1 clo=nor- ..	 from the
troors.	 --Or? 7--; ,• 1• ',	 in'" thrlt th troor
coneo r trn tiom s -er • n-c- m a e r. , to nol-1 of" an or-)ectcyl

fro.-. n orth 1- t:Lr, "J"	 Thtent-tion -as
(7iven to -1-11.1 -rol e	se-1'111-d eccording., to
the imTort ..nco of eacil unit's mission, nn-' held as shortly
as 2o-;t:itl ,	 t.crt of	 off-:ns.im This sched-
ulo
for Corns co- . -rF, 7.)	 d:-,s; for dvision com-
mander:-,	 ec..elon unit com%anders,
D minus one 'ay.	 ,fir;	 11)riefing, oech offie-•r -as srorn
to secrucy, on' told t!..-t violetion -ould be. run2 ;cd by
death.

S	 C	 ?
-3-
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Cover nr.6 71c-cention	 or to thn	 nniv-
(Continued)

hi.vlolf tool: -art in t- 	 nnl
san11,.+1 . •,rcis	 first. on	 - 1 c
hoqu q rt-rz t . ro v* .t :LvI t	 -for 	 ct.rtt of
to off ..nsive.	 "	 c.el. e-.rrz it -%s.

infor	 -.1	 ft r-t
 brifiotc t -11 nt	 '	 rn- of	 n. r
s =TT

T- .	 - - ro l d	 •:	 —.D7r: —nt into
asse-ibly	 ' ju lin --off	 •
ammunition	 ti	 .	 not t-	 onrt
in thc.- fvt,t-c;	 '	 nt;
m..;thod of	 c*:	 t'	 --t	 --off
(shoc l : troo . ; t	 ' P -)r-'- :ots,	 o) ;	 "L.	 r,_
inforc , -. 1-nts; 	T;Dc - 4-- of -	 in olv:r-
run flrees;

17o not-	 co-1'	 t.	 lnri-
aryl. orl rc s'	 coil, ct	 en:'. of tte
m .oetinr-.	 nn I	 rD1-1	 hi	 u-	 the
exercis ,, F	 or r...n:loyo ,1 onl:
in discu.73iono	 ott- r	 -r in	 trninin.- of

'tr	 -n '	 tc, could

b- jnr;d1c 1 only t:	 1	 )1'fio:r	 ci- lly

to tLis lot.	 ;rin-	 -iov,	 -;r on t ; 1 > m-rch into
thc!	 co,,1,-1 I n	 r,,c1-)sed to th.-3	 ._n,
and only on	 ;Thr,	 CJ	 - r	 inforned
about th' ir	 -sion.

.	 !I'	 'or for-	 lurinc a
r- 11, ro I	 rs or ot1.- r	 iini r,tin	 nou1.1 be

sc nt b:7	 tr Do7 r •	 ' e , 	of	 in -	 rn1 os
n	 t'	 rt- ". 2° t!	 -	 :r-DO S

striotl: foDrb 	 .n 'o 1-th	 oivi	 n	 , r%°1	 st	 or
to t	 ,	 oct, 1 t	 cc	 1,j-	 -	 - I.
• tic'- r	 '	 c
syst . -;	 71-o ' un	 nr

f. 7	 s e	 if i nlivi-
duals.	 r	 2'	 -eo.	 r	 Ct
Of 	 5 crirl t	 1 '':c '1,-1 .-	 --1-% n to tr-vp--
unit e^ , -" ,° r rl;	 v c.	 1 ,e , : r 	c,-!v n nor -
fr	 :ntl:	 ri	 -	 o"

sive.	 s .si on -1:-	 -	 st	 r. for th:.
 t	 - -	 "-	 1'

2.	 t,i	 • c	 - 4;1	 nt- of troops
1--t	 ri	 t:	 .	 off-

	

a.	 -i	 '	 .	 2n-'
P -', 1	 t1-	 ' r	 -	 zv ,n , t% ' 4 ' on
• -1 I	 -	 ;1	 .nri:-	 -0-1	 ts )f
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INTERROG.LTION REPORT No 34

I. Cover and Deception Prior to the hREP::ES Offensive
(.!ontinued)

b. Time fl ,1 p lace of  arrival. T:le units
mentioned in a. abo ye arrived in the area of DIATN (Afel)
(CSC'S 4346/1: 51/D 3577), on 29 and 33 ITover:ber 1944. Thn
folloring units arrived in the	 area in,the order listed
belor,during December, the last one arriving 15 December 1944:

;,rtillery A.bteilung (nely activated)
Heeres Sturmgeschuetz “bteilung
Pan7er _bteilung
Paner I-;egients Stab

c. :;e_tho of transr:rtation. Transrortation ras
by rail, s r-17 for a fe-	 sotor convoys.

•

7E7D L KI17,0
1:ajor, Infantry
:fun:111nd ir.,t7,
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Third US Army Distributions "A" and "E" plus
Conies

AC of S, G-2, Hq US:7TT, A-2 757, 7"	 15
Theater Interrogation Cent e r,	 757, Us Army	 1
AC of S, (1-2, Seventh 7:7 Army, AY) 75S, US Army	 3
Seventh SC Army Interrontion Center, 	 757).,

US Army	 1
AC of S, 0-2, Mell y° Tilitary Distric, id'D 29,

117, Army	 2

Enclave :alitary District Interroation Center,
APD 29, 77 Army	 1

AC of S, 13-2, CaTtured :ersonnel and
Branch, 7TS 7ar De partment, Pe ntagon B1.97,
7ashington 25, DC	 4

OCS 7lission for ,:.ermany (Attn CI^), ff9r,;;,
Army	 5

BS.S (I) 21 Army Croup (fain) PL	 12
US Group Cortrol Council, Intelli genc e section,

Attn: TajC Eakin, APO 742, ITS Army	 10
AC of S, (3-2, US TI 1 Perlin Ptstrict,	 2;5,

Us Army	 2

Berlin :'istrict Tnterro 	 7cnter,	 C

US Army	 2
AC of s,	 -- 77;	 -)I• cer,	 ustrim. A	 2-"7,

T T'7, Army	 5•


