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SUBJTCT: KALNINS, Bruno

1. 7hs following inforsation, oontslnsd in tha flles of 0SO=UIA,
concerne druno LLEIWS, a controversisl persorality umong latvian
enigres, vho, according to latsst reports, resides ia Swveden,

2 In 1te war of lidaration (1914=1918) the Latvian Aray fought
two oooupying povers, the Oeruans and the Bussicns. Ia the latter
pary of this war it wvas runorsed that Brume L:iLIINS acted as za agitae
tor, nttespting to sway latvian soldiers to she Holshevik /rmye

3« Subject's father, Cocinl Temocretic Spesicer of the Latvian
Parliament, Panl MALYINS, wan a estoomed and bonored latvisa, mob
only in his own country but iz Surops as & wacle. It was sesumed that
beonuss of the popularity of kis father and because his father sarved
as Speaker of the Latvinn Parliament, -‘runo EKALATRS was slected as a
Senator in the latvian Parlisasnt. However, prodadly-decsuse of the
influsnoe of his sother, BSerte IALNIE, who was o member of ths exireme
(:,' left-wing of the Social Demooratic Party in Iatvia, tubject bacens such
s radical Soclaliet toat the Lotvian people 2ssumed that both Sudject
and his mother vere, if not outright Comsuciste, ot lesst comaunist
syapataissrs. ‘Ths animosity of the Letvian psopls toward Subjest and
his mother was svidsnoed by the fact that {v the 1930's & paredy on a
popular song ridiculed as well as acoused them of commualst sympatuies
» 8 and connections. .

4e In the late 20's (epproximately 1928) 3runo X.LAIES, still &
member of the lefteving faction of the Social Dsmocrats amd still a
SGenator in the Latvian Sarliasent, organized the so-onlled S5 Organ~
1amtion (Stradnieku Sparts un Sargs = sorkers Sport and Froteotor)e
A grest mmber of Latvians were, and still are, absolutely certain
that while Chief of the 5SS, XALHINS was elither directly in tae employ
of the Soviet Uniom or scted in their bezalf., Several indications
viiah may be taksn as evidence of tals belief held by many Latvians,
wirisas the feot!that cexbders of the SS55 vers orgraised, ard scted as &
pari-nilitery organisation; thay wors blue shirte and trousers, with
red ties ss thelr ujfifore, and st all fuactions and demonatrations
carried a red flag.

. 5

5. On 15 May 1935, Tarlis WMANIS with the aid of General Janis
BALODIG and Alfreds BERZIMNS, executsd a coup d'stat and gave as the
ramson for this coup the fact that between the pro~Communist SES and
the pro-fascist ERKONIEUSTS, s well ae ths mumercus grafters within
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the Lntvian Deaocratic Government, the country was not only doowed
to go into bankruptoy, but #1160 on ths verge of bein; oold to the
Soviet Unlon or Fasi Germrny whichever of these lotter t»o would be
able t0 Oubesmart the other.

6s Alfreds II85, aoving been placed in casrge of securlty,
ves instruwental in Jailing .LUTAS and ot the sime time reiding his
headquarters waich &isclosed & sreat mnount of ro-Goweunist litera-
ture, Russian mepufactured weapons end great amounts of Latvian o
well as Bussian cwrrengy. In addition thsre were rumors to the affect
that IALNINS was preparing to overthrow ihe Lotvian Governsent br
foroe vith the support of ths Goviet Union on some dats lotar than the
ULMANIS ocoup.of 15 May 1934 Having served approximately two years in
Jail, KALEINE was baliaved %o have been daported from Latvis and ;rob-
ably went through Finland and Sweden. It wae rumored that Subject fi-
nally locsted in Horwvay vhere he suppossdly joined the lorwegian Com
wunist Party and as & representative of this party ILIINS was believed
to heve been sent to Spain where he became this pariy's regresentative
to the Cozmunist Govermment of Spain during the Spanish Givil Var.

7+ Subssquent to thais until June 1940 there was no imovn inforde
ation regerdirg XALNINS,

8. On 1b Juna 1940, wvhea the Russians ocoupied latvie, KiLRIRE
suddenly appeared on the scens as ths Folitical Commiaear, or zo=anlled
POLITRUX, of ths latvian Army wnich was conpletely imective under Soviet
Somiration. In this position KALRINS wae instrumental ir the followlng:

a., Exsoutiag ordsrs from the Hussian Aray concerning the
Latvian Army.

be. e supervision of ths political reliadbility of all wem
bars of the Latvian Arwy. It vas runored that XLLNIES
was {nstrumental i{n the arreet of latvian Army officers
who were delieved Ly the Rucsians to de prlitically une
reliable.

S, Naking nuzercus speeches extolling the grestness of ths
Soviet Union, 8ll of which wers resdily pablished dy the
pro=ussisn Letvian newspuper Cip.

9« Iven though XALXIKE cloims that he acgcepted his role of Folit-
ical Oosmissar of the latvian Arwy as a possible means of siding the
Latvian people, espesislly sings he hnd besn requested to 4o this by
General BALOUIS, and even though he olaies that his poeition as Folitie
oal Cownissar was only of a six weeks dureiion, such clainms appear con-
trary to fact. 7Ths latvian frmy under Soviet domination existed for e
period of three months during which time EALNINS was Political Commissar.
‘ubgequently the Latvian Army ss sush wes disbanded, hovever, & mumber of
soldiers snd officers were automatically transfarred into the regular
Russian Aray. Having besn relieved of als duties as Politicel Commissar
- meroly bocause of the lack of a latvian irmy « LLHI)NS became & lectur-
er &t the University of lige where he lasctiured on the subjects of -erxiem,
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laninisn end how these theoriee are rpulied in the Soviet Linion.

10. QLHINS wharerbouts during tue Lernan occupttion of Latvia

v (1941 to 1945) osunot be establighed with wccuracy. Lovever, upon
ocegsation of hostilities a0 began to rise in Swedsn se a very influ~
entinl focial Democrat and as a latvian vho wae engnged in cssisting
his fellowwcountrymea in lwsden, providing they support nis yreten~
tions of becouing ons of tho grest Latvisn ssigre lesaders. lLubjsct's
connegtion with warious Latvian emigre organizations sppesrs o stem
£r-a the fact tnat, upon ais frther's dsoth, he inherited bie fother's
position se leader of the lotvian Sociel Demvorats. In this poaition
he was expeoted tc eupply snd opprove the focial Denocrat lispreseante~
tives in the Latvian enigre organizstions, many of which are striving
for a united emigre repressntation.

11, The majority of Latvisng outeide of their home country are
both snnzed and pussled by the izmensity of power and influence which
KALFINS possesses in his relotionship with the Swedish sovernment.

In part this is explained by the fact that the Swedish jovernment is
doainated Dy the tocial Jescorats, It is Also rimored that some Late
viang ere certain KALVING derives his.pover frox Comaunist intsreste.
The latter belief 1s substantisted in part by the fact that IALIIMES
has no visibtle mesas of ﬁl\mﬂ.

12. 7ast as well 2s piresent opyonents of KALNINS are the victims
of vicious slandar heaped vpon thes by X IXNINS througn nuserous letters
to influeatial persons and trough & Latviar nevspaper pablished in
Sweden vhich he controls. Of particular intereet may be the feud in
progress At pressat betweer IALIING and BERZIBS. Subject clalaed thmt
JERZINE was one of the triuavirate who participated in the coup in 1934
and had oppossd snd exteraimted ell principles of democrscy in Latvia.
The spperent truth of the mntter is that ZEHIZINS, at present a member
» of the latvian consultative pansl of the WPE (Mational Conmittes for &

Pree Europs) and a person vho 1s oonvinced that LLHINS {¢ in the employ
of thes Communists, i{s attexpting to discredit him by all possible legal
means, It i3 poteworthy that D LRNIE was succesaful in sccowpliebing }
the renoval of & memder of this panel, one 2BOLS, fnu, by means of dise ;
crediting letters sent to the head of HCFEZ. KLHIKG bas &tteapted to ;
scoomplish the same in yepard to BERLING but to dste has deen unable to |
do 80,

13. Yoldemars BASTJANIS, a Socisl Vemocret of the center=wing,

hes been n life-long friend of K\L:liS. Although a grest denl of sus=

plcion that BASTJAXIS had collzborated vith ths Russians in 1540 had :
i existed and hed deterred his imafyration to the U.S., hs has recently '
f baen permitssd to enter this gountry. ‘muring BLETJANIS's stay in Gere
i sany he frequently corresponded with XALNINS, and for e short period :
' of time dsclared that he had broken his frisndsaip with Ninm, ilowever, i

st present he hau agnin indleated his suppori of KALUING,
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Son of late Dr. Paul KALNINS, Speaker to the latvian Parliament. Acknowledged
. : lsader, Central Council of Latvis. "Acoording to his fflends and foes alike, he
N : has 'very much improved lately.' This remar undoubtedly has reference to
KALNINS' earlier ectreme political rddicalism. By the Ulmanists he is re-
; proached for heving been in 1940 the chief political dviser of 'politruk' of the
S- Latvian army during the popular-democratic pe iod, 1939-1940, but according to
rellable witnesses, KALNINS accepted the said post resly at the recuest of
the Commander in Chi#f, General BALODIS, and after a corresp nding decision ef
i - the Latvian Social-Democratic Party Exeoutive. In theface of obvious Soviet
! breach of pr mise and subseruent sovietisation of Latvia, he resigned,"He is
now chairmsn of this group in Sweddn, WS8-196, TIBERIUS, 2 Nov 48,
30-22616, Lat, Emigres-Per-
sonalities and organisations.

Was rescued from Stutthof concentration camp near Danzig, and reportedly works

. for the Swedish A,iens Bommission and the Swedish foreign office on all matters

i concerning Baltic Pefugses./Zd/dd¥ixVn/minfxdx At one time he wqs called a

o Soviet agent in Stockholm,
: ) Compilation by BBW/N, Apr. 48
' Filed, Govt in Exile. .

Rditor of "Latvju Zinas,” semi-weekly inofficial mouthpiece of the Central
Counfil in Swedem, said to have a circulation of 2,000 throughout the world,
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