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A S .7 . 1. Subject has recently approached this office through C Tl : f
S an effort to establish a contict between a group of Latvians locally who R ,
. are representatives of the Latvian Centrel Comncil and the Amsricans, i '
The group, he reports, is that listed in reference (a) above, and has '
Ty been commonly referred to in its sarly stages as the "Tepfer Group®. - B L
\ Ce Por additional background informazion concerning thls group, the following . : f |
N R information furnished by [~ j‘hl;omnttorth. - p
" " “In the swmmer of 1943 there was formed in Latvis an wnderground » i
resistance movement with the purpdse of opposing both German and N, I
Russian occupations of Latvia and of striving to regain lLatvia's oA :
indepandence. The initiators of this movement belonged to different K 4 :
Latvian political parties; practically all parties, with the exception = :f !
: . of the extreme left and right wing groups, were represented in it, R | :
. v~ ... Of the Social-Democrats, Humm. Bast janis, T, T )
B “. 1 7 IT{delens, Dr. Pauls Kalnine, of ter - Professor S eaf o
* .43 .- Konstaatins Caksts, J, Breikes, General 7, Tepfers, and of the : B !
X 2 . - Parmer's Union = A, Klive participated in it, to meation onlr the 4
oM.+ largest parties. The organisstion was leaded by Prof. Cakste and, LR
) vrier T S after his arrestation by the Germans, by Generel V. Tepfers, Alresdy S
R O 'Wwotbtomlopumohntoftbwm,tmm Y 1
a " which vas known wnder the name of the Latvian National ‘Council sent |
N .one of its adherents, Mr. Leonids Silins, to Sweden in order to R | !
*# " b.v Y. . establish contacts with the Latvian Legaticns abroad ondé in gensval . -, f '
e * with latvians residing outside the reach of both the Germans and I ;
S the Russians. ' o AT
" w3n 1944 when the entire territorr of Latvis vas under the menace
r of the second Russian occupation, the aforementioned Council decided .
that, arrangements should be made for the transfer to Sweden of - ok :
persons/rith their families/who rticularly: sctively participated D o f
in’ the underground movement and acootnt there of were most certainly o f : :
.. 1iable to be persecuted by the Soviet suthorities after the cowntry's - ’ : )
& " second occupation by the Russians, Sinos the Latvians in Sweden I+ f_‘; Ty
, ! and other foreign ocountries prectically lacked any msans for the Lo S
. “ .+ . . ... financing of the trensfers, ¥r, Silins contacted Swedish Intelligence .-
. . whondeie - Sepvice officials who, againet compensation in the form of infor- N ¥ :
. [ mation abdut conditions in German-cocupied Latvia, gave some assistance ~ ... | i
e . " 4n organising bost trips to latvia, the purpose of which was to O ' .
R . 'make more detailed arrengements for:the planned trensfers, . S
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*In the spring or early summer of 1944 the transfer aovement receivod.
the unexpected but welcome aid from an American official who was
charged with organizing the rescue of versons whos life was threatened
primarily in the German occupied countries. Through the services

of a prominent Latvian in Sweden, the American official placed m :
funds at the disposal of the latvian group which was

aforesald transfers. This money permitted to buy a few boats and

to pay the crews of the boats, Mr. Silins took & most active part

in the refugee transfer traffic which in Latvia was superrised - as
far as this could be done n the chaotic conditions prevailing in
Latvia, specifically Courland, in’ the summer and f£all of 1944 -

by General V. Tepfers.

%At present, the latvisn National Council, is wnofficially functioning
in Sweden, its chairman being now Mr. Bruno Kalniis.

“During the period of refuges tnnltcﬂ from Courland, the Council
was at times also referred to as the group of General Tepfers and
for brevit's sake it will be called 30 hereinafter, It mxy be

" . mentioned that the interest of the competent Swedish authorities

*  in maintaining contact with this diminished since
.no direct and rellable news could be obtained from latvia after

" " the country's ocoupation by the Russians, Contact with Latvia hed,

. numely, boen cut off, s oo g

\.'In order to resume such contact, individual members of this grwp,
headed by Assistant Professor Dr. V. Gintors and financed by Pastor’
J. Svikis, organised a trip to Latvia, The men who went to Latvia
in a bost were Karlis Smits, Eduards Andessons and 1lst Lisutenant
Scits. The trip was made with the tacit consent of the Swedish
authorities, The money was supplied by Swedish church circles.
Contacts with Latvia were established. The wireless operators in
Sweden wers Karlis Arins and Brwno Lesins. Karlis Smits and E.

. Andersons are nissing since their arrival in Latvia, but Liet. Smits

mmntun.inctlu contact. The group lacks financial mesns and

Monthownt&cthnhhhduautmott&ct,onhimuhrb

wmthommwmkmmhtmnmud.
2. The lLatvian Central Council at mmt consists of prectically

b'_th.sm-borouthounstodin reference (a), However, the honorery
.. president bas veen changed from Bruno Kalnins to Archbishop Rancans,
. This change has nesn mads due to the fact that Kalnins in 1540 and 41

wvas an organiser of tho, latvian army and cooperated to a limited extent

‘with the Germans, Acoording to subject, Kalnins later changed his sen-

timents and was in direct opposition. Hs is, therofore, considered to
have compromised himeelf and this. fact might be determental to any effort
on bebalf of the Latvisn Central Council to wnify local latvian elements,

3. conccrnins the subject porsomuy, the following information
was obtained from & personal interview Suhject is a Latvian
citisen, born 12 Msy 1915, He was rom an e of the Latvian
telegraph agmoy in Rigs anid is & graduate of the Latvian University.

' He ms also attended sghools in England and hqs travelled extensively,
. He,speaks flusnt Englieds Swedish, Russian and Latvian. On 22 July 1943,

huo-oto&mnwith"aubupotutvmmou. Upoaarrinl,ho
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organiged the latvian relief committee and acted as its secretary until
1945. From 1943 to April 1945, he made ten clandestine trips br boat
to latvia to evacuate refugess, and since that time has also taken an
active role in the activities of the lLatvian Centrel Council,serving
mainly as & 1iaison officer betwesn members of positive section of the
Evedish General Steff and the Council. As a recul of this liaison, he
has in the past received tacit approval of Swedish to undertake the
evacuation of refugees as well as the set up of a redio contact with .
latvia for intelligence purposes. On the readio contact he has dealt
chiefly with the Swedish Staff representatives Rosenthal and Hepling
who are believed to be mmbers of the Swedish cryptosnalysis wnit, FRA.
According to subject, the Swedes have in the past been very oocoperative,
but have recently ocooled on condoning clandestine latvian operations
due to the fact Yhat the Lukins Oroup set up redio opmtiono with m.vu
without Swedish approval,

" he Subjects present intsrest.in eontuct.hig us is to secure our morel
and financial support ik carrying on. operetions of a clandestine nature,
with or without the knowledge of the Swedes. The Swedés have apparently
controlled quite strictly tho Latvian operations in the past and have ’
copies of all the codes utilised for clandestine transmission, Suabject

’ was informed that the Americans were not interested in conducting such
" opsrations and, therefors,,oould not give him an enccuregement at the
- present time, It was agreed, howsver, that should he or his group possess
or coms in possession otwufor-tiouvhich they deemed might be of
~4ater-st to the Americans, it could be given to Cracker to be passed °
onward, and if.at scme future time the Americans weré interested in such
opcutiom, that be (the subject) would be contacted.

5¢ Subjoct is residing at Siegrriedsvagen 25, 2nd floor, Aspudden,

~

near Stockholm, and is employed with the Swedish Post Office m Stookholm. -

It isnot believed the subject or his group oould be of sny operational-
interest to us at the present time due to the fact that they have largely
compromised themselves through unsuccessfully atteopted operstions in -
" the past resulting in very close control and sion by the Swedish
suthorities. For the present, at lsast, any contact with -ub.hct.
be conducted through Cracker for security reasons, and after
. depature ‘subject will have no knowledge as to the Mmuty
our gther representative in Stockholm.

6. On 15 Septeaber 1947 C jrvportodthtﬂmommdtm
of oohorts were to leave tlhis week on an expedition to the Saltics.
This expedition is reputedly self-financed by the Group and is not well !
: » They are said to bave the/pasive uquom ot the local
. authorities, We, of course, are not involved in any
but will keep in contact with the group to see if they uv success,

- While this group is not identical with the s ilins group, the information
is béing included,in this dispatch because it concerns Baltic nationals
and, if true, indicates the attitude of the local authoritiss as regards
such expeditions,: This iz a little inusual because of the quite severe
oriticism that they have received for allowing “"anti-Soviet®
actions on the part of Baltic refugees to continue in Sweden,
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B _ The Latvian Central Comeittee also operates the Latvian relief
’ i |, erganisation, Among the members of the Latvian Central Committee in
L7 7 Sweden are - leonids Silins. S{1ine and M, Cakste are the two members
. " of the LCC who maintain ocutacts.with the Latvian Intelligence Service
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