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TO:	 Chief, Foreign Branch W

FRO4t

SuDJUCTs' Lemildim Siline

7 R3P : TX-132 of 171*7 1946 b. LK3-22 of 7 november 1146

.• 1. Subject has recently approached this office through C••• :=1in
an effort to establish a cont4ct between a group of Latvians locellywho*
are representatives of the Latvian Central Council and the Americans. •
The group, he reports is that listed in reform°. (a) above, and has
been comonly referral to in its early stages as the "Tepfer Group. 	 -
For additional background informaz.ion concerning this group, the following
information furnished by c_	 being set forth.

* • "In the smear of 1943 there was formed in Latvia an underground
resistance movement with the purpoise of opposing both German and
Russian occupations of Latvia and of strkring to regain Latvia's

: independence. The initiators of this movement belonged to different
• Latvian political parties; practically all parties, with the exception

of the extremerleft end right wing groups, were represented in it.
Of the Social-Democrat!, Mrsars.aggnagkang.,9. Eset4anis, F.

:■..pielens, Dr. Paulo Wain, of	 - Professor
Konstantins Cekste, J. Brehm General '7. Tepfers, and of the

• • Parmer's Union - A. Klive participated in it to mention only the
lamest parties. The organisation was headed by Prof. Inkste and,
after hid arrmtation by the Germans by Gemmel T. Tepfers. Abready

• before the formal establishment of the organisation, the movement
which was knows :104r the name of the Latvian DationalTouncil *ant
one of its adherents, Xr. Lemids Sims, to Sweden in order to
establish contacts with the latvian Legatlons abroad and in general
uith Latvians residing outside the reach of both the Germans and
the Russians.

'In 1944 when the entire territory  of Latvia was under (he menace
• of the second Russian occupation, the aforementioned Council decided
• that arrangements should be made for the transfer to Sweden of 	 •

perms/With their families/who bad_particularlractively participated
In the underground movement and accodnt there of were most certainly •
liable to be persecuted by the Soviet authorities after the country's
second occupation by the Russians. Since the Latvians in Sweden
and other foreign countries practically lacked anymeans for the
financing of the transfer: Mr. Sims contacted Swedish Intelligence .
Service officials who, against compeneption in the form ofintor-
nation abOut conditions in German-occupied Latvia, give some assistance

• in organising boat trips to Latvia, the purcomwOrwhich was to
'eske more detailed arrangements for the. planned transfers.
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"In the Spring or early summer of 1944 the transfer movement recoivod.
the unexpected but welcome aid from an American official who was
charged with organising the rescue of persons who. life was threatened
primarily in the German occupied countries. Through the services
of a prominent Latvian in Sweden, the American official placed some
rueds at the disposal of the Latvian groin) *lien was preparing the
aforesaid 'transfers. This money permitted to buy a few boats and
to pay the crews of the boats: Hr. aline took a most active part
in the refugee transfer traffic which in Latvikwas euperlsed - as
far as this could be done In the chaotic conditions prevailing in .
Latvia, specifically Courland, in the summer and fella 3.944 -
by General V. Tepfers.

"At present, the Latvian National Council, is unofficially functioning
in Sweden, its °hairiest' being nova.. Bruno Kilning.

"During the period of refugee transfers from Courland, the Council
was at times also referred to as the group of General Tepfers and
for brevit's sake it will be called so hereinafter. It maybe
mentioned that the interest of the competent Swedish authorities
in maintaining contact with this group gradually diminished since
no direct and reliable news could be obtained from Latvia after

• 'the country's occupation by the Russians. Contact with Latvia had,
* . namely, boon cut off.--77.-01n order to resume such contact, indiwiduelmembers of this group,

• beaded by Assistant Professor Dr. P. Ginters and financed by Pastor'
• J. Svikis, organised a trip to Latvia. The men who went to Latvia

in p boat were tarlis .ts, Eduard. Andaman* end 1st Lieutenant
Smits. The triples made with the tacit consent Of the Swedish	 •
authorities. The monry was supplied by Swedish church circles.
Contacts with Latvia were established. The wireless operators in
Sweden were Karlis Arius and Brano Lesins. Karlis Emits and 1.

• Anderson& are nissing since their arrival in Latvia, but List. Emits
was Maintaining the Contact. The' group lacks financial means and
therefore the contact is maintained as a matter of fact, only irregularly
nor cam the group furnish their San in Latvia material aid."

'	 2. The Latvian Central Council at present consiets of Practically
the same members as those listed in reference (a). However, the honorary •
president has am changed from Bruno !Cabins to Archbishop Rancans.
This change has boss made due to the fact that Kalnins in 1940 and 41
was an organiser of tho.letrien army and cooperated to a limited extent
'witAl the Germans. According to sUbject, Kalnins later changed his son- •
timente and was in direct opposition. Hs is, therefore, considered to
have compromised himself and this, fact night be determental to any effort
on behalf of the •Latvian Central Council to unify local Latvian elements,

'	 3. ' Concerning the subject personally, thallloo;:ing information
was obtained from 'a personal interview If	 Subject is a Latvian

isciten born 12 MX, 1916. Hewes former an	 of the Latvian
. telegraph agency in Rise aid is a graduate of the Latvian University.
. He has also attended sphools in England and has travelled extensively.

He speaks fluent . Inglisg Swedish, Russian and Latvian. Co 22 July 1943,
' heroin to Swedenwithea group of Latvian' Refugees. Upon arrival, he
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organised the Latvian relief committee and acted as its secretary until
1945. From 1943 to April 1945, he mad* ten clandestine trips by boat
to Latvia to evacuate refugees, and since that time has also taken an
active role in the activities of the Latvian Central Council,serving
mainly as a liaison officer betweon members of positive section of the
Gwedish General Staff and the Council. As a rsou.tai ULU liaison, be
has in the past received tacit approval of Swedish to undertake the
evacuation of refugees &s well as the set up of a radio contact with .
Latvia for intelligence purposes. Co the radio contact he has dealt
chiefly with the Swedish Staff representatives Rosenthal and Hepling,
who are believed to be members of the Swedish oryptoanalysis unit, FBA.
According to subject, the Swedes have in the past been very cooperative,
but have recently cooled on condoning clandestine Latvian operations
due to the fact that the Lukins Group set up radio operations with Latvia
without Swedish approval.

4. Subjects present interest, in contactizig us is to secure our morai
and financial support IA carrying on. operations of a clandestine nature,
with or without the knowledge of the Swedes. The Sweetie have apparently
controlled quit* strictly the Latvian operations in the past and have
copies of all the codes utilised for clandestine trensmission. Subject
was informed that the Americanswers not Interested in conducting such

'operation and, thorefore,,00uld not give bison encouragement at the
- present time. It was agreed, however, that should he or his group possess

or come in possession of any information which they deemed might be of •
4.4er .st to the Americans, it could' be given to Cracker tci be' passed
onward, and if.at saw future time the Americans were interested in such
operations, that be (the subject) would be contacted.

5.. Subject is residing at Siegrriedsvagen 25, 2nd floor, Aspudden,
near Stockholm, and is employed with the Swedish Post Office in Stockholm.
It is 'not believed ti' sdbject or his group could be of any operation]: •
interest to us at the present time due to the fact that they have largely
compromised themselves through unsuccessfully attempted operations in •
the past resulting in very close control and supervision by the Swedish •
authorities. FOr the present, at liast, any- contact with 'Weft
be conducted through Cracker for security reasons, and aftml
depature . subject will have no knowledge as to the identity oraoy.
our other representative'in Stockholm.

6. Co 15 September 15047 f: 4 reported. that timanoguy and a group
of cohorts were to leave this week on an expedition to the Baltic*.
This expedition is reputedly self-financed by the Group and is not well
equipped. Thwart, said tots.* thetpasive acquiescence of the local
authorities. We, of course, are not involved in anyway. in the expedition,'.
but will keep in contact with the group to so* if they have any success.
While this group is not identical with the Silins groups the information
is being inclUded.in this dispatch because it concerns Baltic nationals
end, if true, indicatowthe attitude of the local authorities as regards
such expeditions: This is a little primal because of the quite severe
criticism that they have resolved for allbwing so-called oanti-Soviet"
actions on the pert of Baltic refugees to continuo In Sweden.
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