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new asset in the field of Latvian operdtions. One of the persons given
ognsidoutipg( reconsideration mey be more accurate, was Bruno KALNINS

. -\ To this end hiographic sketches of the man were obtained

' Jiad I enclosed as Attachments i and B, respectively.

Further, T 3 also knows the man personslly through membership in the
Foreign rress sssociation, On pretext of association usiness he had the
men to his spartment for luncheon, where as a come-on he dropped the
information about his recent trip to Riga. As was anticipated, KALNINS
was very mriguaduﬂspontagooddulottmmmntvhmdtho
problems of contacts with persons now residing there. Apparently KALNINS
i3 in overt mail oontact wi 1% ere was no inkling
in his converss T or other sources that he
has clandestine contects there. All agree that b is & intelligenfe,
capsble man, but that he is a controversial figure in the Latvian exile
commmity still,

2. After gather information, oral and written, from a mmber of
sources about KALNTS, _|concluded that he has no clandestine

operational potentisl KUBARK,” Interest in developing him has been
. Por future reference, the written material collected about him

is forvarded to Headquarters for recording and filing.
J

Attachments:

2 Rpts on KALNINS

28 april 1959 .

Distripghions ’

3 - tts (Origs.)

T e (1o each) nemssmeuAun_a-ELEAHMY

2 [i/atte oy san) CERTRAL INTELLIGENGE AQENPY

SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPT QN 024

NAZIWARCRIMES D)8 AL
s CLOSURE AT

2

preps— Secnaks— ‘M"“m —
vy $3 518, A N 3110 Dw

©S copy



68 copy

. . - . : . ” 2"
S .-'-u' Puear- - ,{mCH A
. aso” . pstus T DS3IA-45 34

e~
Dr. Bruno Xalnind 1s bourn 6.5.1899 in Rige, Katvia. His father dr. Paul

Kalnins is Latvian great old man in socialsdemocratic movement and'¥tudied in
Bstonis in Tartu(Dorpet) wmiversity. Young Bruno Kalning travelled togother
vith his father and was at school in Ziirich in Switserland 1905 and finsihed
gyanasium in Helsingfors vhere his father was mobilisefas militery surgecn.

He was engaged already in schoolyeers in the politics. In 1917 he begsn his
study in university in Petrogred-Leningred but alresdy in 1938 he was in Riga
and was engaged in Latvian fight for independencs - tion of
Latvia as independent state and belonged to provisional 'p-rlhlnt“or national
oouncil which was oomposed of 40 representatives of 8 different parties. This
wvas in 1920, He was member of all Latvian parliaments to 1934, but never in
governsment. He established in 1917 Latvian Joung Socislist Unicn and was even
parties seoretary in 1920, He was long time chairman of the Latvian Workers
Sport Organisaticn and chairman of the katvian Workers Defensive Foroes(Schuts-
bund). In trade wion movessnt he was not active with the exoeption that he was
member in Rigss first trade union loosdfl committee.

t¥hen Ulmanis carried out his ocoup 4’etst in may 1934 he was arrested as
leader of Latvian Schutsbund and sentenced for 3 ysars in prison. In 1937 he
vas liberated and after liberation he moved to Finland where he was active as
Latvian parties rspresentative in abroad, learned Swedish and was engaged even
for Spanish Republican government during its wer sgainst Frenoo.

In 1940 he ocome back to Latvia and was 6 weeks engaged by Rigas miversity
as doosnt or something like that, During the Russian first ocoupation he was
onpgodnﬁrstponmkoftbhtﬂmamuthwdmmm
some time he was disengaged. In the beginning of the Germen occupation he was
arrested immetesdley but after shorter inf{sonment he was libersted bifuse
higher Latvian officers vitnessed that he had taksn the place as l-st p-olitruck
of the army on the urgent request of the Latvian General Staff as the only
suitable men in this situstion. He was libested even becsuse the oocupants had not
acousing materials against him,

In 1943 he was imprisoned again by germans because he was engaged in fight
against Germans as member of the Latvian 1llegal Gouncil where all demooratic
parties in resistence movement were represented, He was inffoscn and oomosntre= =
tion cemp in Latvis and later in Germany in'¥itthof and was evacuated to West-

vhere the Americem troups liberated thea. Through Denmark after some

and sickness he came to Sweden, He was engaged mx as archivworker and
later received later scholarship for scientific work, studied at the same time
in wiversity by . Histad - wellinowa Swedish cons-vative lseder and now
tandshiwding Min Uppsala, did his dootor gredustion work - in 1957 HSoviet ase

propagenda State, he knov well Russian oonstitutional law because he studied
He 1s leader of the Latvian Socisl-democrecy in
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“ggort on the latvian social-democrat leader Bruno EALNINS.

Bruné KALNINS, DOB 7 May 1899, PNB Tukums, Latvia. Son of
Pauls K., who was one of the first prominent leaders of the

Latvian soc.dem. - {

Bruno K, has studied law in Petersburg 1916-17, 1937 he finished I

i
1

the Latvian University. Founder of the Union of Latvian soc.dem.

.youth. 1917-22 chairman of this union. 1917 member ofthe edi- }

torial staff of Iskolastrel and Brivais strélnieks, both soldier
newspapers, 1918-34 member of the soc.dem. central committee.
191825 party secretary. 1925-34 chairman of the half-military
socialist org. Stradnieku sports und sargs /SSS/Workers sport

and guard/. 1919 B, fought in the Latvian nationsl army against
Bermont troops. Has been a member ofthe Peoples’ council, the
constituént assembly and of all parliaments. After 15 May 1934,
the coup~d‘etat, he was tried to 3 years of inprisonment. 1937-40‘
in exile in Finland.In Finland he vorklaat Spanish(republican)

Legation.One of his duties;it is said,has been to find recrutes

for the International Brigade,however fpersonally could not check

this information. Short after Soviet occupation of Latvia Bruno
Kalniné returns home,and during 6 weeks is chief of politicsl
propaganda branch in Latvian Peoples Army,with generals rank,
in Latvian National army however he was just leutenant, After

German occupation of Latvia mr K.8pends 6 month in prison,but
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with assistance of several Latvian officers,who were helped by K, '
|
during Soviet occupation, he becomes free again., 1943-44 K.is g

vicechairman of the illegal Latvian Central Counsil (LCP).%844-45 ?
inprisoned in Stuthofs contentration camp.After in exile in SHQdQQ:‘
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In Sweden K.is president of Latvian soc.-dem.parties foregn sectio

active in several organisations (Latvian Relief committee,Union
of Bast European Socialists,etc.) Have published many articmls

in Syedish press,have offered more than 300 speaches (mostly for ‘
Swedish workers),have published several booklets and 3 books(Is '
Soviet Union a Socialistic State?;The Independance fight of the
Baltic States; The Propaganda State Soviet Union etc.)Mr K.has

also taken fil.dr.degree at Stockholms University.

Mr Bruno Kalnins is grewn up in a extreem politcal miliau,

not only his father even his mother was socialist leader.K.has &
to little met life as a normal child.He has always looked on life!
and problems from politigai‘gﬁ rather party-political poft of ]
view* He has alwvays had imkage of balance and tolerance,he has
never been té’popular in own party (but respected for his knowlegs
and ability),and ton often hated in the opposite camp. Latvian

youth from 30-ies and 40-ies (people who now are 30-40years 014)

have too difficult to forgive him his colloboration with Soviet
i occupation power 1940. The 0ld generation seeing in K.the strong¢4

i
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poten¥ial antagonist in future have nothing ageinst to spread i

r@gmors that he even today has contacts with Soviet authorities.
I personaly don’t believe in that,The fact that K, is extreamly
active today as alwaps in his live means much for the youngest !
generation.This generation has less sentimental aspects in their
political thinking,but respects K. for his political ability.

Mr K. speaks Latvian,“ussian,German,Swedish, little English, ?
Rrenagh, Spanish and Fiﬂ&sh.
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