JESIN
N
i
|

basketball pAsyers V.MUIZNIEKS(see card 2807) and Maigonis VALIMANIS(see oard
1801),who were on the Soviet basketball team together with Janis KRUMIYS.It
is strange that Mulznieks and Valdmsnis afe not scheduled for Melbourne;the
reasom might be that they both ﬁst a/m Laipemieks and had discussionz with
himjbeaides,Mulenieks visited the home of Laipénieks,and according to lLaipenieks
(in his newspaper artiélé) became thoughtful when saw all the comfort Laipenieks
was lkving injValdmanis also met latvien Javelin thrower STENDZENIEKS(see card
643),both being from the rural ecommunity Ketlakalns in Latvia,Veldmanis had de-
saribed his trip to South America in "Sovetskaya latviya"iin Nr,172 there is a
photo pf &ll three of them in Montevideo,and Krumips can be seen on aphoto of
Rio De Janeiro in # 173;it 1s interesting to note that Valdmanis emphasizes in
his srtisle that the main task.of the Séviet basketbdll expedition to Latin Amere
iea was to_win in order to glorify Soviet sport;h. adds however,thag there
were app-naﬁtly other taeks toosin # 173 he writes that in Antofogasta/Chile
there was no sportic interest in the competition since the Chilean team theie
wvas a very weak one,.ut the Soviets played nave:theieas their best to impress
the working population of Antofagasta,and obtained many frienda:there!(Apparently
politieal friends),Valdmanis does mot mention his encounter with Laipenieks and
Stendzenieka,but etateé in general terms that former DP's asked eilly questione
not being informed about the state of affairs in the former homeland,

fo encounter of Valdmanis and other Latvian basketball playera produced also
aoms'information on other Soviet aportsmen,f.i.qne of the basketball players tﬁt-
ed that GRIGALKA is not in Latvis,living in Moscow,but wants to return home(té
latvia and probably will sucoeed(no more details were revealed,just the fact
that Grigalka prefers Latvia to Moscow).Valdmsnis made several notes during his
talks with Laipenieks(avout Mirdza MARTINSONS-TUEKIS,former wife of Alfons BERZIYS,

see card 1991;about Laipenieks' being coamch of Chilean Olympie team etc.).
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Acgording to Laipenﬁeks(see his article in "Australijas Latvietis"# 348) Janis.
KRUMIYS was the less talketive of &ll three latvimne on the Soviet Sssketﬁail
teamsKrumips 18 a latvian from Cesis,knows poor Russian,

The address of the Latvian newspaper "Australijas Latvietis" in Australis is
o/o Mr.E.Deligs,Box 23,P.0.Kew,Vic.joffice hours in Melbourne each Friday from
6 to 8 p.m.at the "Latvian House",3 Dickens ”t.,st.Kilda,telaphone XA 3945,

The reprosentative of this newspaper in Sydney is A.Zardps,to be met each Friday
from 6 to 8 p.m.at "latvian House" there,32 Parnell St.,Strathfield,teléphone
0J 8500,The a/m publisher of the newspaper E.Delips certeinly would know the
home address of Arnolds SMITS,and also would be able to furnish verious infor-
matioﬁ on condtions among Letvians in Australias,perticularly in Melbourne,.For
DELIJS see card 253.

As to Edgars LAIPENIEKS(card 3745),he is supposed to bave & brother in ldepaja
(see cards 72 and 2975,which might be identical)jthere mre two more persons
r§corded ee LAIPENIEKS(LAIPNIEKS) sunder ## 4865 and 5849jthe identity and rels
tionship to Edgers LAIPENIEES not clarified.Edgras LAIPENIEKS was tnvited to re-
turn home to Latvian SSR by the a/m Valdmanis,but refused,wrote himself about

this offer in his article about meeting the 8U sportsmen in Chile(lAustr;Latv."
# 348/56), '

4p to Letvian basketball ;alyers who might partioipate in the Olympio gemes from
ocountries other thap 8U,there were rumors in the Lavian exlle press that even
England and Sweden mighi have latvians on their basketball teamjcertain this is
about Austrealisn teamj;long time ego there were already rémors that the Austra-

lien basketball team will be cmmposed mostly of irmigrent Latviens,and the names

P,BUMBERS(card 1755),J JDANCIS(1751),T.TILIKS(1752),2.8TEINBERGS(1956),1,FREIDEN-.
FELDS(1754) and M,RAISKUMS(2816) were mentioned.Bumorsx were spread in the latvi
Bn emigree press that the coach of All-Austrelian tesm 1s going to be a wall
known Lithuapien immigrsnt Leonas BALTRUNAS(see card 1761) showever in the recent

ETTREVETI SHT T



issves of Latvién newspapers there ie ho clear statement as to who 1s the comch
of Australian basketball team ior the Odympio gamesjanother name i1s mentiomed:
Latvian E.ERKENS,the coach of Southern Austrelisn team(fram‘Adelaide Je"latvija"
in Germany in # 37/1956 stutes in an aftiﬁlp that only the latvians Peteris
BUMBERS,Juris DANCIS and Ingus FREIDENFELDS are members oft the AlllAustralian
toamjthis article states that Turaids TILIKS is in reserve,The newvapaper adds
that Zigurds OZOLIYS(see card 1753) has been omitted;as for ERxEﬁg;aee card 1760,
However, "dustrali jas Latvietis“ in the issus of June 16,1956 states that the
members of the All-Australian tesm aresP,BUMBERS,T.TILIKS,Z.STEINERGS,M,RAISKUMS,
J.DANCIS end 1,FREIDERFELDS(and following other ethnicsiLithusnien IGNATAVIBIUS,
Gre&k DEMDS, Australian HESKETT).The information in "latvija" 18 from Qotober 1956,
howéver'- time might have elapsed since the correspondence reached the newspaper
in Germany;compa#ing both newspapers,it is obv1§us that on thé Auetralign team
here wil. be without doubt Peteris EUHBERS(1755),Jﬁrié ﬁARCIS(l?ﬁl),Ingﬁs FREI-
DENFELDS(1754),an¢ in reserve Turaids TILIES(1752)jthe rest(Raiskums,Steinbergs,
Osolips)are under question,"Australijas Latvietis" in issue July 28,1956 writes
that 4,Steinberge(1756) has trouble with a bad foot,and therefore probably is
definitely out.The All-iustralisn team is otiticized by "3,E.B." in Australien
English-spoken Revepeper The Advertiser,stating that it 1s unjust to leave oute
side Raiekums,Steinbergs and Tiliks;"Australijas latvietis® in isuue of Jume 30,
1956 mentions,that of all Latvian eandidates for the AllwAustralian teem only
P.BUMBERS has obtaine. Australian citisenship,but not the rest of the six oandi-
detes(probably same nsmes as mentioned above,no particular nemes mentionsd in thie
article).All in all from sll press releases it is clemr that Peteris BUMEERS will
be on the team,and also Ingus FREIDENFELDS and Juris DANCIS if they obtain the |
6itizenah1p.ﬁone of these three is perasohally known here,the only information
available 18 on the cards and in the latest issues of "Australijaes Latvietia"
(however hoﬁhing personal on them,just the deschiption of their achievments in
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the competitions and scores;it is mentioned that Ingus FREIDLINFELDS ie a young

boy discovered recently,but BUMBERS anc DANCIS know salreedy for a longer period
of time;BUMBERS hss two brothers also active in basketball,but not on “11 Stars
teanm,

If BALTRUNAS should be the coach of Australisn basketball team,information on
him is on card 1761,He spesks fluently latvisn and knows Riga having graduated

from coliege thera.

“pother person interested in Latvian sprrtsmen is the Latvian singer
Elsa ZEBRANSKA(see card 5586),

who departed recently for Australia on a concerto turneejwhen departing she
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stated to newspsprmen that she intends to be ip Melbourne during the Olympie
gemes and would appear there in latvian national costume to cheer for Latvian
sportsmen regardless in which team.Her stay in Australia is not known,but the
publishers of "Australijas lLatvietds" should know where to find her,

In §p£1ng 1956 in NY

' Honrijs BAGATAIS(see card 4858)
stated that he intends to visit his relatives in Australia during the Blympic
Gemes;his brother 1s on card 1922. |

Ag to Soviet track sports-woman V.BALODIS(BALODE),card 5764,there is no addi-

tional information of her.



