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(b)(3 
-Top-Secret- 

LEBANON: Israell Move Into West Beirut 
(lnformatlon as of 2330) 

(bX3) Defense Mmnzster Sharon yesterday stated that Israel now 
occupzes aZZ key p01HtS in West Bezrut. The Lebanese arlwament 
may meet next week to choose a new preszdent.[2] 

Sharon clalmed Israell forces control polnts 1n Ra's Belrut, along the Cornlche al Mazra'ah, and past 
th t . e por area Press accounts say the Israells also took control of the Shatlla and Sabra refuge cam s an (bX3) 
the Fakhanl area, formerly PLO headquarters. 

Israell forces encountered reslstance from leftlst (bX1) 
mllltlas and have taken some casualtles. \(bX3) 

\ 

\the Israells are now 1n complete control of West Be1rut.\ 
\ 

(bX3) 

“/ 

' /L 

“/ 

(bX1) 
(bX3) 

Comment: The Israells earller had lndlcated that 
thelr actlons would be llmlted, but the opportunlty to 
dlsarm the Lebanese leftlsts and root out the remalnlng 
Palest1n1an forces apparently led them to declde on ex- 
panded actlon. Although the Israell press says the move 
was taken followlng a meetlng between Sharon and Begln, 
the dec1s1on to occupy West Belrut probably Wlll lead to 
renewed charges 1n Israel that Sharon 1s actlno wlthout 
proper authorlty from the cablnet.‘ 
Presldentlal Electlons ' 

Lebanese Deputy Speaker of the Parllament Munlr Abu 
Fadll says new electlons w1ll be called before the ex 1- 
ratlon of Presldent Sark1s's term on 23 September.K::f::::::] 

(bX3) Comment: The Israell presence at strateglc polnts 
Wlthln the clty mlght facllltate the gatherlng of a quorum 
for an electlon, although many deputles w1ll be angered 
at once agaln meetlng under Israell guns.E:::::::::::::::] (DX3) 

-—cont1nued 
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<b><8> 

1 1 

The Phalanglsts can be expected to go on the offen- 
s1ve to ensure thelr own candldate galns the presldency 
They probably are 1n no mood for compromlse Wlth other

. 

z%trad1t1onal,Maron1te leaders. such as Camllle Shamun. (bX3) 

Bash1r's brother Amln probably 1s the favorlte now 
but many Bashlr loyallsts may oppose h1m. (bX1) ‘ 

(b)(3)
. 

Phalange Party founder Plerre Jumayyll has come out 
of retlrement to take charge of party affalrs, probably 
hoplng to pave the way for Amln to wln wlder party rec- 
ognltlon as 1ts new leader. If the party cannot agree 
on Amln or another stron candldate. Plerre could offer (bX1) 
hlmself as a compromlsefi \(b)(3) 

hlS candldacy mlght encourage serlous dlVlSlOnS 
Wlthlfl the Phalange.‘

‘ 

<b><8>
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