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lo Estoniens usually visit puhlie bars,where the prises are lower than in res- taurants and one een have a drink standing up and then go away, but they _prefer to drink at home rather than in restaurants beeause it is saferu . One must always be cautious in public planes, Cases are known where people have been taken away from restaurants or public bars on account of their 
talk; end,es some people are unable to gusrd their speeeh when intoxicated, the results may be dengerouso Furthermore, visiting restaurants attracts. attention to the ineome of the visitoro

_ 

2, The largest restuarante in Tallinn, the Gloria (now in Muurivehe street), the Ieine (former Mereelle), end the Kuning (at the corner of Vene and-Viru. . streets),are always full on Saturday and Sunday evenings; The m&jQrity of; ' 

visitors are Russians. .- 
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“ 3;_ During the last eouple of years, the amount of goods in the shops in Estonia i’ 
_hae inereased~eonsiderehly, but that does not meang however, that there is..T. enough of everything. In Tallinn, for example, if one wishes to bmy:undere weer, one may have to go to meny shops before finding the suitablé’size, 

p 
and there is no eheiee of quality, which is all more or less the ssmes when buying eoeks or shoes, one must also make sure that both are the same 
sine, as it often happens that they are not properly paired and one sook.or shoe may be shorter then the othero At eertain periods some items'are;.~"@ _. simply nnobtainehleo ’Adnlts and ohildren"s felt boots and winter gloves, E

E 

for instenee, must he bought during the summer, as they are not available in 
_

" 
' winter, while ruhberised rsineoets are not to he found on sale anywhere in 
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the spring and must be bought during the winter, Very small quantities of 
uomen"s light street shoes, somcalled tennis shoes, come on sale in spring 
and autumn, and then there is much pushing and scuffling with the Russian 
women_in the lines. There is an acute-shortage of better quality dress 
materials, so that when a small consignment of oloth.from Germany or Csecho~ 
slcvakia comes on sale it is practically mobbed, 

The quality of goods is generally poor; they are tasteless in appearance 
and have no durakdlity. Among the things which can he described as completely- 
hapless arefialiwkinds’tf7iocRs”and padlocks; as they ban easilyzbe _ 

opened with a bit of wire,- The choice of children's toys is very small; 
they are badly made and.sometimes very ugly, but prices are high, For 
instance, a Teddyehear about SO cm in height costs up to 150 rs, and the 
simplest little wooden or wicker toy baby carriage costs 45 rs, 

The distribution of goods to the shops is haphazard and not systematic, It 
can happen that anaarticle is not on sale or is in very short supply, and 
at the same time there may be a warehouse completely full of such articles, 
and nobody knows how to put them into circulation, Such items are published 
occasionally in the press with loud criticism, and endeavors are made to 
discover who is responsible for the scandal, The culprit frequently rem '~ 

mains undetected, however, since the fault lies with the whole-system. 

In Haapsalu (58e56 N, 23h32 E) most of the salespeople in the shops are i 

Russians, who speak no Estonian, As the country people from that neigh= 
horhood speak no Russian, this causes a great deal of trouble on both sides 
and arouses resentment among the Estonians, Many Russians have, in fact, 
found their way into the commercial field in Estonia, They are especially 
sskilled in making "extra earnings“, These "extra earnings" come from swin¢~ 
ding the customer over weights, a custom which is widely practiced, and 
also from speculations with sugar, One of the most remunerative jobs 
for women is working in a grocery, where the wages are small - up to 
300 rs per month e hut where the chances of lextrazearnings” are consid- erd to he very satisfactory, . 

-

' 

.§i@;&a‘L3aahd...s€ml¢_i.‘Fi._12g 

The following are a few examples of wages and salaries, They are subject 
to deductions for income tax, childless tax, etc, The taxes amount to 
l0el5 percent of earnings. In addition,~every earner is obliged to sub» 
scrihe “voluntarily” to State Loans an amount equal to one monthls pay, 
towards which a deduction is made from his pay over a period of l0 months. 
Wages are paid out twice per month, hut often there are long delays with 
the excuse that there is not enough money in the bank, or that the bank 
has not received the requisite cash on time, 

. 

' Rubles per month 

Workers of various categories 
average A00 W 600 

Iypists 300 .. loo 
Employees, medium (sic) A00 e 500 
Doctors " 600'~ 800

p 

. Assistant surgeons, nurses 300 e L50 

Party functionaries, ministers, senior officials, and the like draw much 
higher pay, and it is believed that especially high pay is drawn hy active 
and associate members of the Academy of Sciences, and by the reators aha 
professors of the Tartu University and the Tallinn Polytechnic Institute; . 

The high pay enables them to eat and dress very well, so that they present 
eimarksd contrast to other people, Ordinary people have learned to manage 
to make ends meet, 0n ajpcount of the situation, there are frequent 
occurrences of thefts from warehouses and factories and speculation of 
every kind, Many people also do work at home at handicraft of all kinds, 
without the knowledge of the finance authorities. All such private work, 
incidentally, is prohitdted and subject toaevere fines. 

' 
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Priceg 

The following are a few examples of prices obtaining in Estonia 

Butter, per kg 
(not always obtainable) 

Margerineg per kg“ 

Milk, in winter (long lines),per 
liter,up to 

Cheese, average, per kg. 

Eye bread, per kgo 
- (almost always poor quality, 

underbaked, often long lines) 

White bread, according to size, per loaf 
(always lines except in cafes; where 
prices are higher) 

Pork, according to type, per kg,up to
_ 

(prices vary, not always obtainable) 

Sausages, according to type, per kg 

Su%ar, per kg 
‘ 

'_ 
Only O;5 kg of sugar is sold at a 
time. It is not always obtainable, 
and supplies some in small quanti- ' 

ties, so that sugar lines are always 
long, sometimes.up to 300 persons) 

p 

Pastries» (eonfeotioners), each 

Sweets, per kg - 

Spirits (alcohol), per % liter 
Cigarettes and Papirosy (with mouthpiece) 

' per package 

Beer, per liter 

Notes Sweets; little cakes, chocolate, 
spirits, beer, cigarettes and 
Papirosy, toilet soap, cologne, 

~ and perfumes are always obtain- 
able, , 

Rubles 

35 - 40 

25

4 
so 

Lao .. 2.00 

0050 -' 

35 

10 - 60 

12 

1.50
_ 

12 - SO 

25 

0.60 -- e;oo 

4.30 - 6.00 

Man"s suit, medium quality. I000 - l200 

(leatheresoled shoes are more 
expensive, but quite unserviceable 
in the rain) ' 

Shoes, leather, orepe-soled, imported from 

Shoes, blaok rubber soles, per pair 100 - 130 

Czechoslovakia, per pair i 

250 - 450 

srcnsr/commoners ormcms omx 
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Mgn's=overcoai, spring/eutumn weight, 
q medium quality 

Raincoat (processed material) 

Raincoat (rubberized) -

_ 

Marfls underwear (vest and pants), per set 

I/Ia.n‘s shirt, each 

Manfs hat, up to 

Bi cjcle 

Motorpycle (H/1W),'350 cam. ' 

0ar,Moskv:i.ch 

Radio (flairly good quality receiving set)

\ 
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700 -- 800 

700 - 800 

200 

- '70 

100 - 130 
150 

800 

4000 

9000 

700 - 1000
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Eeteniene usually visit putlie here,where the prieee are lower than in nee» 
tenrante and one een have e drink standing up and then go ewayg but they. 
prefer to drink at home rather than in restaurants because it is safer“ 
One meet elweye he eeutioue in publie plaeee, Geeee are known where people 
have been teken away from resteuwante or public bare on aeeeunt of their 
telk; enfi,ee eeme people are unable to guard their epeeeh when intoxicated, 
the neeulte may he eengereueo Fnrthermere, visiting restaurants attraete 
ettentien te the ineeme of the vieitoro 

The lengeet reetuanente in Tallinn, the Glerie (now in Muurivehe street), 
the leine (former Mareelle), and the Kunming (at the corner of Vene and Vina 
etmeete), are always f'ull on Satnrfiay and Sunday evenings, The majority of 
vi eitere are Russians» 

eheee I 

During the lest eouple of years, the emeunt of goods in the shops in Estonia 
hee inereeeefi eeneidenehly, hut that does not mean, hewevers that there is 
enough ef everything. In Tallinn; for example, if one wiehee to buy under= 
weee, eee may have te ge to many shops before finding the suitable eime, 
enfi there ie no ehoiee of quality, which is all more or lees the same, 
when hnying eeeke or eheee, one must also make sure that both are the same 
eize, as it often heppene that they are not properly pained and ene eoek.0r 
ehoe may be ehorter thenthe othero At eertain periods some items are 
eimply enetainehleo Adults and ehildren"e felt boots and winter gloveeg 
for ineteeeeg must he taught during the summer, as they are not available in 
winter, while ruhherize&_reineeets are not to he'found on sale anywhere in
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