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A Few O‘bservatmns on Pacxficatmn Resultmg
me My 'I'rzp

‘You w111 by now have raer:ewed a report from Al Ha;g on the secunty
situation in Vietnam and Cambodia, "The following are some addntmnal |
_ ';persc-nal notes to supplement his mare thcmugh survey. X '

Most Vietnamese we saw charactenzed !'.he current state of the war as
Mealm, " a pregnant term which reflects both the low curzent level of

"warfare and the recogmtmn that the Gummunists may be down but are o o

Ceie . nob out.

‘It is clear that the government --. prufiﬁng fmm massive U.S. help and
Communist mistakes -- has gained control of much of the countryside. &
"Roads once closed are open, in some cases 24 hours a'day. Oneno
longer hears bombs and artzllery every mght in Saigon,. Trade and ~
corm:nerce flow more freely, S S RTINS E I ¢

The life uf the Viet Cong has become harder. “The sanctuaries and bases
. are gone.. Large units are broken up. 'I.‘ha great cadre structure which -
’ ance ruled much of Sonth Vietnam, at least hy night has been demmated.

: '-""_ : Illustrative mf Viet Cong dlfficultlea is the - story that the recent increase
B 3 abductions in some II Corps provinces reflects Viet Cong cadre travel
. to secret meetings: in order to justify their abgence to attend such meet- . -

' ings, ‘cadre have to pretend they were abducted. ‘There is also a subtle

s+ iromy in the fact that the cadre who had swors to destroy the GVN apparatus

‘are now pretenclmg to be. part of it in order to survive for a better day. ,

.’But it would be foolish to take too much corn.t'ort from a].l thm. The’ assets
~of the infrastructure are stﬂ.l cansxderable. The North Vietnamese drmy
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. could amgnifmantly incrﬁase infiltration. Anﬂ the:m is still a genaml
 feeling in South Vietnam that the Communists could rise again, This

.7 feeling alone is a significant power factor in a.society where accommoa. .. .- -
o datiqn and aumpwmiaﬁ are often preferwd aalm:iona to pmlitiaal pmblems,”_'__;.

L Hawavar. we also heaz-d from several Vietnamese that the ‘I‘eet aﬁenaive

+ - hurt the Communists badly, killing their best cadre and violating the .

.77 spirit of the religious holiday. One Vietnamese, hardly a supporter of

. the government,. told-us flatly that the Communists could no longer win

T Y beecause of theix Tet 1caaes.. The fact that at least some Vietnamese are -

.. saying this is significent as an indication that they may noi: fmevm: beliﬁve
S ooina Vietz Gong msurgame. , . 8 L

:"_:""Qne majar d:ﬂicuity ia that at th:s point. while the situatinn ie a great dsal_ :
- ‘hetter, we have no really clear guz.delines as to where we go from here.
'.‘_‘f}’ . We have a number of programsg but it is difficult ta see. how they will an s

7 maah {:a accamphah the reaults we wgnt.

o We have dnne what we know hew to. &a - defeated the Communiats in a

o large scale military contest. We are now antewing the phase where we .

oo must defeaf: thern in the kind of politmal cuntea& af which we’ knaw very
U ._-_;_httle. St : g i '

'_I!: is now alab claar that tha Gamhodian operationa imreaaed aecunty in

R South Vietnam, particularly in I and IV Carps; - To that extent; those o
~ - . . operations conetituted a direct benefit to our pauuicaticn program, On =~ . 0%
the other hand, we must recognize that Cambadia could become a. hindranee e
R ta pacificatien if too many ARVN acldiera are aent there for tao long :

e Twa Sauth ‘V:e’.:namesa generala with whom I disausaed this appeared to e

* have real raservmions about sending any of their forces to Cambodia for.

.- any length of time. They felt that it would hurt pacification in their hume

L L-.areas. We will have some difficult decisions to make regarding resource -

e '.f-'-'-‘allnaabian, but it seems ‘to.me much more impurtant on balance to keep ..

- . Cambodia on our side than, !:0 worry about some paambie minor msaas in
;__,---cour HES statisti::a S N SREEREER T
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