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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

o _ February 9, 1971

Dear Jerry:

_‘ It was good to see you on the 19th., I enjoyed
L o "~ the session immensely.

! I have done some checking into the matters
. l ' you raised in your letter of January 6th and
‘ can assure you that your concerns appear to
be based on exaggerated reports,

. Perhaps we will have an opportunity to chat
about this on a future occasion,

. Warm regards,

-.-.' i | 1
- Hemis singer

Jerome A, Cohen
Professor of Law
Harvard University Law School
- Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

. -

NSS/NSC Review Completed ]
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1 MEMORANDUM . | |
THE WHITE HOUSE AGTION
wasmnu-'ron ‘

—SEGREF/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY 26 January 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR DR, KISSINGER
FROM: FRANK CHAPIN'S (NG~

SUBJECT: Professor Jerome Cohen's Leﬁ‘éf of Inquiry re
‘ U.S8, Actions Agaiijilgzggﬂﬁist China

Attached at Tab C is a letter dated January 6, 1971, from Jerry Cohen
which he sent you as a follow-up to his meeting with you on December 21,
1970.

In his letter, Professor Cohen furnishes certain leads for you '"to
pursue to verify your assertion that the Nixon Administration was not
interfering in mainland China's territorial jurisdiction," and 1nfers
that he expects a reply.

25X1
25X1
: _ 25X1
The Michael Morrow article of September 3rd in the Boston Globe, to which
Mr. ‘Cohen refers, contains certain essential truths and is reprinted
and embellished in another article by Morrow appearing in this morning's 25X1
Washington Post. ||
25X1

Morrow, you may recall; was one of three newsmen captured by the Viet
Cong in Cambodia. Upon his release he wrote a series of uncritical articles
which were good propaganda for the Viet Cong.

“PBCREL/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY
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SECRET /SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY 2.

CIA has mot assisted the GRC in any maritime or other hostile
penetrations of Communist China since 1964 and was attempting to
discourage such activity long before that.

- 25X1

Perhaps, since your dinner meeting with Mr., Cohen and others at the
Harvard Faculty Club on January 19th, you can comsider this matter
overtaken by events and no response necessary. -

On the other hand, if you deem it necessary to reply im writing to
Professor Cohen, I recommend a noncommittal reply along the lines
attached at Tab A leaving open the possibility of some future oral
discussion with him on the subject. 1In the latter event, I will be
happy to work with John Holdridge in pulling together some talking
points for you.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That you consider Professor Cohen's letter to be overtaken by
events and therefore requiring no reply at this time.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE OTHER

2. That, in the alternative, you sign the letter at Tab A which
acknowledges Professor Cohen's letter but does not respond
specifically to each of the points he raises,

APPROVE é’—’, _ DISAPPROVE | OTHER

Attachments
Tabs, A, B and C

Concur;
Herbert Levin
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL :
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 25227

January 21, 1971

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr. Robert E. Hepworth
Chief, DDI Executive Staff
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: © Questions on China Mainland Activity

Du}ing a recent meeting between Dr. Kissinger and a group
of China scholars Professor Jerome Cohen queried him on
U.S. activities with regard to the China mainland. At

Dr. Kissinger's request, Professor Cohen has now written a
letter mentioning some specific things (attached).

Will you pleas_é ask someone urgently to prepare a draft reply

to the letter, in consultation with the State and Defénse Depart-
ments, for Dr, Kissinger's signature.

Jehnne W. Davis
Staff Secretary

Attachment

" CONFIDENTIAL
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Latw %cbuul of Warbard Wnibersity
. Cambridge, Mass. 02138

January 6, 1971

The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger:
Assistant to the President

for National Security Affairsg
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Henry:

I promised you a lead or two to pursue to verify.
your assertion that the Nixon Administration was not inter-
fering in mainland China's territorial jurlSdlCtlon.

I enclose a photocopy of the front page banner

. headline story on CIA penetration of Lao tribesman into
China (Sept. 3, 1970). It also recounts our activity on
the Sino—-Burnese border as well as past activity in Tibet.
: Also, you might wish to review the testimony of
Ambassador McConaughy and his military associates before
the Symington Subcommittee (Nov. 1969 and May 1970) concerning
our support for GRC activities against mainland China.
(Actually, the Justice Department might more appropriately
review it.) You have access to the substantial deleted
portions, but even what remains indicates that the U.S.

“ jtself is at least engaging in unmanned reconnaissance

flights over China and that we are helping the GRC with
maritime raide and other forms of hostile penetration.

China, of course, has listed hundreds of American aerial

and naval intrusions, many since January 1969. Are all

of these fictitious? Past Chinese claims have often been
verified by capture of pilots or wreckage of our planes.
Indeed Peking's claim to have shot down a "drone"” on

October 29, 1969 first brought this activity to the attentlon
of Congress, according to Jim Thomson.

I wonder what "the Agency" and the Pentagon will
report on these activities.

/Cfﬁ'/i’f—" f Aao@ﬂ-&]}?{/
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In any event we very much look forward to the
dinner January 19 now scheduled for the Faculty Club.
We hope you will open with some remarks on Vietnam,
which will lead to a discussion. After an hour of that,
we will reverse roles by having you interrogate us about
China. We may present a brief scenario to open the China
discussion and give you a concrete target.

I much enjoyed the December 21 meeting in your
offices. We were more chaotic in our presentation than
I would have liked, but your eguanimity suggested that you have
not forgotten what academics are like, especially when they
do not agree. The Chinese call such sessions "fermentation"
meetings and consider them useful at an early stage of
"thought reform." :

In wishing you a successful 1971 one does so with
more sincerity than in most cases, if only from self-interest.
Peking has long since replaced the traditional Chinese ‘
New Year's wish of "Hope you make money" with "Hope you
make (ideological) progress" [Kung-hsi chin-pu]. As one
who would like to see substantial changes in our China
policy, perhaps the lattexr is not inappropriate. '

I had a long talk with John Dean last night about
his experiences with CORDS in I Corps. Reports of his
pessimism relayed via the distaff side proved to be
inaccurate, but if you want to see him he will be lunching

at the White House Monday with two of your staff.

Sincerely,

rome A4 Cohen
rofegsgor of Law

JAC:be ‘ ,
enclosure | o . - .
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‘Their missions
ietotap Chinese
egraph  lines, By Michael Morrow

Copyrizht 1070, Dispatch
ST RO Pl News

HOUEI SAJ,
This sleepy Mekong River
town is as close as a jour-
‘nalist with any regard for

‘lch roads and.
i other types of
clh"encc gath-
. Teams
e gone as far
200 miles into-

i o,
* cret CIA ouipost which is

into China,

Laos —

his safety can get to a se- .

the staging area for armed
reconnaissance teams being -

sent by. the United §tates iwith American small arms,

" Sources close to the CL&

pmpmnt the staging area at

.a small mountain valley

airsirip called Nam- Lieu 15
minutes flying time' north

According o the same
sources, .

highly reliable
“there is always a team in
China.”

+ of Houei Sai. . o

The teams are armed:

a special 3-pound - radio

,with a range ot 400 miles, -
No Objection to Declassification in Part 2012/03/07 : LOC HAK 11-6-14-7

and other special eqmp-
ment

Thcn‘ missions are to Lap
Chinese telegraph  lines,
wateh roads and do other
types of intclligence gath-
ering. Teams have gone as

f

’i
. !

momtamoq n'vnhers off
* Laos, Burni#, Thailand and

* China,

There are’ approximatelyy’
2,000,000 Yao living insxde
Chma, and some of the’
guerrillas have {amily con-{

far as 200 miles into China. - nections there. Meo™ »and]

" Each team is said to con-
sist of about 15 men, most .-

‘of whom are Yao hill

tribesmen. Yao .are, used;-

because this tribe lives in
large - numbers . along _the

Lao Theung tribesmen are;
also used for similar rea-|
,Sons. - .
The teims are normally;
flown to a sod airslrip
known as. ['Site 83" ;

. “Moung Mesuse™ .but 20

kilometers meeth of Nam'
"Lieu.

near the Mekong
. Rivel - where
border with ‘mrmu

. Sometimes lhty are put

dnwn right om the banks of

Mekong by helicopicrs.

. They carry instantly in-
. . flatable rubber rafts to use
crossing Ihe Mekong into"

Burma. Frem Burma they
continue merthevest, enter-

it forms a

ing China about fifly kilo-

. meters from Sile 93,

The teams from Nam
Lieu arg gone three to four

% months, maintaining con- |

tact by radio with Nam
Licu and with airplanes
which fly close to the

_China border “in order to

pick up their broadcasts.

On at least one occasion

an airplane has becn al-
iR L . .

blown away by an

56 Pages—10

CIA Sendmg Laos T rzbesmen into Ghma on Spy Patrols

down
. D

most shol
straying inte Chil

" July 1968, an Air America

“porier” single-engine
plane with two aboard
crossed the Chinese fron-
tier near the borders ef
Burma. Laos and China
Parts of boik

fire but the plane was able
1o limp back to base.

CIA CAMPS, Page 13
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THE WASHINGTON POST

CEA-Ba

cked

Laotlans %ald
Emermg Chma

By Michael Morrow .
© 1971, Dispatch News Service International

VIENTIANE, Laos— United
States intelligence operations
include the sending of armed
Laotian reconnaissance teams
into China from northern
Laos, sources here say. Teams
are reported to have gone as
far as 200 miles into China,
dispatched from a secret CIA
outpost 15 minutes’ flying
time north of the Laotian
opium center at Houei Sal.

According to sources close
to the Central Intelligence
Agency, and confirmed by
Western diplomatic sourees in
Vientiane, the CIA is sending
out hill tribesmen armed with
American weapons, a three-
pound radio with a range of
400 miles and equipment to
tap Chinese telegraph lines,
watch roads and do other
types of 1ntelhgence gather-
ing.

“There is always a team in
China,” sources close to the

© CIA said,

Stagmg area for the opera-
tion is a small mountain valley
airstrip c¢alled Nam Lieu (also
known as Nam Yu). The strip,
which one Air American pilot
describes as “difficult as hell
to get into,” is surrounded by
mountains, It is serviced by
both Air America and Conti-
nental Air Service, and is also
a way-station for opium irad-
ers from northern Laos and
Burma en route to drug facto-
ries at Houej Sal. - -~

During 1968, five Chinese
functions aries caught up in
the purges of the Cultural
Revolution defected to a Nam
Lieu reconnaissance team.
They were treated well by the

Americans for a ume but
"o the
e

Acéording 1o souross close Liew.

to the CIA, U vy
thrown into a 13 w n
feot pit exposed fo ele-
ments, They were eveutually
-executed,

Like most CIA operatinns in
Laos, the one out.of Nam Lieu
is directed from a headquar-
ters at Udorn air base in

_ northeastern Thailand. There

are several Americans at
Nam - Lieuy, including .,CIA
and military intelligence per-
sonnel. Sources close to the
CIA report the number has
increased recently from four
to more than 10

In addition  to activities jn-
Nam Lieu
Americans  also help direct a2
joint operation of “SGU” (spe-
cial guerrilla units) and the
Thai. army at Xieng Lom
south -of Houei Sai on the
Lao-Thai border. They also
run intelligence—gathering
missions on a road being built
by the Chinese government
(under an agreement reached
with the now—defunct coali-
tion government of Laos) in
the same vicinity, .

Until mid-September of last
year, the Nam Lieu operation
was headed by a rough-and-
tumble veteran guerrilla organ-|
izer named Anthony "Tony”
Poe. Poe is a legendary figure

for orders and radio codes ca-
pacity for Lao whiskey and ex-
pertise at clandestine guerrilla
operations,

Poe was removed almost im-
mediately after an article last
September by Dispatch News
Service International on the
Nam Lieu operations, ostensi-
bly because the article “blew
his cover” According to
sources close to the CIA, how-
ever, this reason was an ex-
cuse used by the American
embassy here to get rid of
Poe, whose style has been 2
source of longterm friction
with members of the Ameri-
can mission in Laos including
Ambassador McMurtrie God-
ley. g
The September story was re-
portedly a major concern of
CIA Director Richard Helms
when he visited Laos in the
fall. Helms was quite upset |
that there might be a leak
within. the CIA in Laos,
sources close to the CIA re-

port. R

Whether by design or coinci-
dence, Vince : Shields, - in
charge of CIA operations ury’
Long Cheng on the edge of
the Plain of Jars north of Vi-
entiane, and Patrick Devlin,
station chief for the CIA in Vi-
entiane, have both been trans-
ferred.

As for the 'mission into
China, sources close to the|
CIA and Western diplomatic
sources both report that to
their knowledge the missions
are continuing.

Since leaving Nam Lieu,
Poe has spent most of his time
at Udorn air base, although
one source reported that Poe
continued to do “odd jobs” on

the
who know. »

Bnhu%mvi
minsloned officer, st}
Iwo Jima, who remained in|.
Asia after World War II In|
the 1950s he helped organize
CIArained Tibetan = insur-
gents, escorting them to Colo-
rado for training and going
back with them into Tibet.

Later he worked in the
Thai-Cambodian border area
with the Khmer Serai, anti-Si-
hanouk guerrillas receiving as-
sistance from the CIA, and
other parts of Thailand. He
has been in and out of Laos
since before the Geneva Ac-
cords of 1962 and was one of
the first Americans involved
in arming and training para-
military groups in Laos.

Poe is considered subborn
and brusque, sometimes going
into fits of anger over the
radio, his lifeline with the out-
side world. He is said to pre-
fer working with hill tribes to
working with Americans- and
looks down on most American
operations because of their
heavy reliance on American
personnel.

He has been . wounded at
least ‘once during his career in},
Laos, and reportedly a pricef
has been put on his head by
the Pathet Lao. He is perhaps
the only American legally mar-
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Several of the teams in-
ried into China have
en captured, and some
ve switched allegiances,
Wraing to Nam Licu as
lnterspies. .. o
Therc has been at least
e occasion when -a-re-

sending
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turning team brought Chi- treated by the Amcrican;

. nese back with them, Dur-
- ing ~ 1968, . five . Chinese

functionaries caught up in

Revolution defected to a
Nam Liew reconnaisance

L -
They were brought back

"o Nam Licu by the team:

Thcre fhe;j were well-, tion facilitics, and eventu-
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. the purges of the Cultural -

- tian equivalent of a “tiger's

for a time but eventually
“turned over to the Royal
Laotian Governmeng. )
According * 1o .-sources
close to the CIA, the five
were thrown into the Lag-

cage a 12-by-12-by-12°
foot pit exposed to the ele~
ments and without sanita-

- ally executed, .

.. Like most CIA opera- -ize ClA-aided

- tions in Laos, the one at
- Nam Lieu is directed from

———tin

)
i

H

H

i

1

P

i
:

8 super secret headquarters
at Udorn air base to North-
east Thailand. = -

. There are four Amegi-
cans at Nam Licy, how-

ever, headed by 3 rough-

sand-tumble veteran guer-
rilla organizer named An-
thony Poe. In addition to
-activities inside China, Poe
and his team also work
with hill iribesmen in the’
area, organizing, training,
equipping and resupplying
them. o -

There is also a joint op-
eration betwecn the “SGU"
(special guerrilla - units)

". and Thai Army, which they
direct at Xieng Lom south
of Houei Sai on the Lao-"
Thaiborder, +~ = - )
. Tony Poe is a legendary

* rilla operations.

wa0s tribesmen on patrols into Ching

Tigure in Laos, known best
for his dislike of journal-
ists, disregard for orders
and radio codes, capacity
for Lao whiskey and cx~
pertise at clandestine guer-

- Thursday, Septembe. _, ‘1970

‘13

picture of him. He has re-
fused to obey higher orders
commanding him to com.
mit his paramilitary guer.
rillas to large scale attacks
away ‘from their home
arca, and ‘often disregard;

He is an ex-Marine non- *radioc procedures, Those

commissioned
wounded in landing at Iwo
Jdima, who remained in-
Asia after World War I, In
the fifties he helped organ-
Tibelan in-
surgents, escorted them to
Colorado for training and
finally went back with
them into Tibet. ’
- Later he worked in the
Thai-Cambodian  border
area with the “Khmer
Blue” anti-Sihanouk guer-
rillas receiving assistance
from the CIA, and in other

parts of Thailand with -

“other guerrilla groups for a
total of five years, *
. He has been in and out of
Laos since before the Ge~
«peva accords of 1962, and
was one of the first Ameri-
-cans involved in arming
and ftraining hill tribe
paramilitary groups in
Laos. : : '%
He refuses {o have his -
Picture taken, and once lit-
erally threw a journalistt

camera away for taking* Iy

LOC-HAK-11-6-14-7

————

s

vt

officer, ~

who know him say hig
drinking stems from the
dangerous life he leads,
particularly ‘the flying he
does through the tréacher.
ous mountains of northern
Lagcs. P -

Poe is highly respecteqd
by some but hated by oth-
ers involved in secret oper-
ations in Laos for his bruss
que and stubborn manner,
He is said to prefer work-
ing with the hill tribes to
working with Americans
and looks down on most.
American operations be-

..cause of their heavy reli-

ance on American person-
nel. o .

Poe is éaid not to have
been back to the US in fif-

;teen years. He is pernags™
- the only Anierican legally

marricd to a woman of the
hill tribes (though many
keep mistresses) and has a

“home at Udorn Air base in

Thailand. .
There are reasons {o he-
lieve Poe's operations at
Nam Lieu are just the tip
of an iceburg of US activi-
ties in China‘and B

gent groups in northern

j Burma. According to_the
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