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October 15, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: CLARK MACGREGOR
FROM: AL HAIG
SUBJECT: Preaidential Jetter to Chairman Hebert

on Mansfield Amendment

Attached is a draft letter for the President’s signature to
Chairman Hebert on Mansfield Amendment. The theme in this
letter should be the one on which we all draw during the
legislative battles that we will face. You will note that it is
general rather than specific and, therefore, will not be trouble-
some in the contaxt of the sensitive negotiations that are under-
way.
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‘ Pre51dent1al letter to Chairman Hebe rt on Mansﬁeld Amendment

Dear ‘Eddie: | g
‘ In response to your inquiry I sho.uld like to giire yoii i‘ny thmights
‘'on the‘ Mansfield Amendment as‘passed by the Senate in the Procurement
| ~Bill.  As you ki‘lOW; the effects of passage of.‘that ar.nendnie’nt_upenthe
Vietnam \_ifar woult} be to diminish sei_iously the prospecte_ for a nég"é- |
‘tiated settlement and an early reieaseef all prisoners kofk':v’va;ir. ; ‘}
As ‘dis.tur‘bi_n.g however, would be the_br.o;ader impect 1:‘. ttie‘prese‘nt‘
jlangu_age were ultimately passed, ‘If thet e.ssential eleiiient e.f my lpﬁo’-licy _
k ‘is repudiated bsi Congress, kthis ‘vote of no-.cenfidenc:e'will_ eignel .atiro‘ad‘
a 'dis.array .a_md a“ weakness of purpose in the American Goverriment.
| Deanﬁcheeeh ‘has‘po‘inted _out tlhat in fundamental ee'éetieti_eiis, :
world powers are net to be pereuaded .bly eloqiience or convmced by -
reasoned ati'guments. _They krely on what Stalin used te ¢al11 tiie"prepet
. b;sis of internetionai policy, the celculation of fdrcee; t_nilite..ry ‘ca\pa‘u‘ .‘ |
‘ ‘b_‘ility‘ oix the one haﬁé.and govern‘menta'l unity"of purpoeeloiitlt_ie other |
| We are .now preparing to undertake -‘new initiatives qu peaee i.n_\t.v-vo

.

' great capitols of the world, If these initiativee _are to_ gaizi.pesitive
Y i‘estilts' 1n themonths and yea.rs‘ ahead, 1 i'nust be able to lrelf;-r o:nthe |
_\_fir\m support and the substantial and creative cont\ributio:i ‘o.f e‘bii)a‘r"tis‘an |
.Cong.rea's | Ibelieve that the Mansfield language should be eliininated
- and the whole acrimomous eliapter of debate put behind us. | We have -

"‘,truly great challenges and opportumties befere us. Let us begin. -
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