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| In response to a xequest from the House Armed services
'“chmmittee, ‘the following is an unclassified account of the

| background and faats surrounding the shootdown by Rorth

Kozean aixcraft of‘our unarmed 3 s. Navy EC=-121 reconnaissaneé 1 .?@
 aircra£t in international air-space over the Sea of Japan
:juat before nidnight ss-r on April 14, 1969. . |

Reconnaiasance desigted to collect 1n£ormatlon that can '

“be evaluated for intelliqence purposes related to our national |
; seaurity is conduated by a wi&e variety of means. - One imporkantwa

part of our av&rwall &ntelligenae effort is the collection and b
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'evaluation of electronic intelligence._" - | |
' Certain types of electronic emissions and tranamiasions '
can be monitored best by airborne equipment - Other types can 'i'

- be gathered nore effectively by shipﬂ that can operate on ) =V'
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"station for more extenﬁed periods. LIV"
| I we ever have to Operate against hostile defenses, the,'

,1ives of many of our men and the su¢cess of our operations
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could depend on our knowledge of sach 1nformation as the

location 0f enemy troop dispositions, ship and aireraft movaments.'
and radars. Thie is a task for both surface ships and aircraft.,
{,Aerial autveﬂlanae mienions are flown by all of the Armed Forces._
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AB the Pregident has notea, we have been conducting recon- |

‘:naissance missions in the Far Eaat and spacifically in the

',‘$ea_of‘qapan\amea‘since 1950, In 1969 there were approximately
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| 190 sueh missianm in the Sea of Japan through Marcb - all  ‘. ./.}

' without incident, without threat and without any warning. o |
All such’ reoonnaissance missions abéqéébrdinatea, ‘evaluatea - E o

"and approved by pppropriate senior civili@n and militury S ’Ei
authnritiea of tha Gnvernment._ R f o B :‘. R | i

As to the spe¢ifics of the April 14 :eeonnaiaaance mission

; over . the Sea of Japan:i An unarmed ac-lzl of Fleet Air Reconﬂ f'.é u-

R L

. naiasance 5quadrnn One, carrying & crew of 30 Navy men and
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; one Marine and sone six tons of equipment, took off from
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Atsugi alr Base, Japan, at appraximately 5:00 p.m. Esw on
14 Aprll. The atrcxaft was directea to fly a track from

. b .
Pt m et s

Atsugi to . a point off the Musu peninaula on the North Korean
~coast, make a numbex of orbits on an elipse about 120 milea

~ long running from the Northeast to the SOuthwest and land.

'at Osan Axr Base in- Rox. The route of the aircraﬁt was evar ’
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ineernational watera at all times. _
‘;~ 'n During this period one voice transmission was sent frcm _'1 ' o

the Ec-lzl at 6:17 p.m. EST, 14 April and one radio-teletype . .

transmission was sent at . 11:00 p.m. EST, 14 April. Both of '{ _f\.i

these messaged«wexe routine activity reparts.,' '-‘J,  ';- 7;

At a distance some 90 miles Southeast of Chongj&n, Horth o
' Karea. at 11:50 p.m. EST the Ec-lzl disappeared from radar |
screens. At xz:a¢ a.m. EST on 15 April,. 14 minutes later,

Attgay
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fiqhters were scrambled fxom Osan AB tcward the intercept area. ‘§
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| These aircxaft were subsequently relieved by other fighter :

\ airoraft.




(all EST)
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whe timinq ef events. ‘as now eonstrueted, is thies

14 p.p::u. 1969‘
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12153 a.m,
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Wlthiﬂ lese than 15 minutes after en-the-scene evaluation ? f

'Ec-121 takee eff from Atsuqi.,

- 6317 g.m. Ec-121 transmits routine voice message.

‘; ‘11:oo_g;m;‘ - BC=~121 transmits routine radio tele- .‘
o [ type message. B T I
.Tiigso pgm. : chIZI disappeare ftom redat epfeens.'%'

"-15-A;'sguf 196 . o B _:

,2,:;e. ‘f "1,12:04Ha;ﬁ. : First ﬁgghters eeramble to the See o

- of Japau.

la.uncheé at 12 04. -

Fighters take off to relieve fightexs 3 o
1

-Fixet eeareh and rescue airerafﬁ takes

off fronm Tachikawa AB, Japen.

First gsearch and rescue aireraft a&rivea"

in search area. o

'of evailable information. a high priority message was dispatched '

‘and was received in wasbington. This high priority message

: hasis of preliminary infermation.‘

overtook earlier lowerx precedence meseages dispatched on the | ;
|
f

| The CONFOSition of the search and reacue foree at various ?
Ltimes subsequent to the 10ss of the EC-121 has been described ?
| ‘in briefings and newewreleaees.¢.e_‘e;_:_ .g:ru S ,P
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E return 4 -
. ed to the EC 121' parent squadron at Atsugi for analysis."

_:shipa. In ordex to improve communicatiaua, avu.s, Air\FOtce

. radio waa drOpped to one of the SOViet destroyers. A u .8 Army

‘waber and recovered some of the debris. One of our gearch

aircraft flew 1ow over; the Soviet Vesgel to observe and photo-

had what was xeported as shrapnel holes, The debris has been

_1of the holes r@sulted from miasile, oannon or machine gun fxre .

P

Twn 80v1et destroyera had joined in the search.' fhey

were the destrayer No. 429 and the large guided-missile destroyer o
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No. 580. Latex tha ﬂeatroyer Ho. 427 was observed in the area'f

‘Thase three destrqyers are the only soviat ships known to have

sI;'Participatad in the seaxch. B L ' | {.. o

- Oux search aircraft establiahed contact with the SOViet

sergeant who is - Ruselan linguiat was put aboard one of the
airarait dispatched to the saarch scene.

0ur search aircraft located some debris and dfopped.a o

‘smoke signal to mark the 8pot. .One of the Sovieﬁ destroyera

“.was guided tn the marker, where it put small boats in the

- graph the debris on tba aft deck of the deatroyer. - 4

Thia debris and other debris picked up by our ships and

_the $oviet destroyer wexe from the EC~121. Some of the debri |
) 8- .

,At thie time, there is no definite finding as to whether any |

Dabria in the axea waB not all in the eama location..

,'7H1n1tia11y, debris wag signed at 41° 14 N, 1310‘50 E and subsequently

f

‘ debria was picked up at various 1ocations asg it drifted northward
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. the influence of a 1 to 2 knot current generally toward the
1t i# possiblewthat some of that debris has washed ashore.

| equipment._ There is no way to tell whether any or all of

,‘thareafter provided crew memhers any Qpportunity to exit the

e Ry

'Débrié ﬁrom‘somé“of‘tha 1ochtions tended to drift under
gtéa;bt tha"botdgx between North Korea and the Soviet Union.

A parachute for” each crew menber is a part of the Ec-lzl

' the crew members were wearinq ‘their parachute packs and

whether the nituation at the time of attack and immeaiately

: airoraft.'

ﬁ__ordered that the reconnaiasanae miasions be resumed and that

B carried out.;::*

Twc bcdiea ware recovered._

Suxveillanae flithe xn the Sea of Japan area were haltedE

No survivors have been found.

immediately after the EC-121 lqss.‘ on April 18 the Preaiaent

these £1ights pe protected. ThevPresiaent's ordexs are being
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