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Dick Helms has sent you a memorandum, in response to your ré‘c’iu*a.a!ah

on the Jamaican political situation, The essenca of his assessment is " -
that Prime Minister Shearer's government does not face any serious T~
threat on the immediate horizon, but that he and his principal political

opponent would be pretty evenly matched if elections were held soon.

However, elections are not required until May of 1972, although Shearer

could call them at any time be believes he could win.

Although Shearer's position has weakened since the last election, he

does have the advantages that any incumbent party would normally have. ‘
Helms notes that the protable major opposition candidate, Michael

Manley, would not be expected to pursue pclicies radically different

from those of the present governmett if Shearer were defeated. He

concludes, therefore, that there are no compelling reasons at this

time to warrant U. S. involvement in the upcoming Jamaican national

elections. You will recall thet, in a conversation with you a couple of

weeks ago, Ambassador de Roulet made the zame recommendation.

I will continue to watch the situation, but I see no reason for further
action at this time.

Attachment:
12/11/70 memo fm Helms to Haig
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