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SEGRET May 9, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR:  DWIGHT CHAPIN

rmOoM:  anmaef]

SURJECT: | Request for Reconnsissance FPhotography

Orders have boan disseminated to the affuct that ships leaving
Halpbong Harbor will be photographed s soon 43 possible. A
tight surveillancs of Sovist ships moving towerd Haiphong ts
also in eflect, Wo have word this moening that these shipes have
baon halted north of the 20th Parsllel.

With respeit to close«in photography of Soviet vassels on the kigh
seds, sud especially the use of maguesiva flares for photography
misslons of this ind on the high sass after dark, I beliove that in
the curvent state of slfsirs it ceuld be considered emtremoly proe
woantive and smaecesaarily 50. Az you know, we are met trying $o
ke this & test of muvdoed betwesn the Soviets sad suresives uniil
the Soviet decisiens srs made tn & hast of relasied 1ssues, such s
the Swvanit and theiy overall gessrsl desancry towead the U.8,
sactions already undearemy.

The judgment with respect io this issus alse allects anpleitation
of evidence of Boviet becking down in the face of the U, 8. setien,
1t should set be sxplelited at the present tizae. The bent esurse of
. aation for the President is te got the photegraphy within the fove-
going paysmeters. That 1s belng done. A decision &s o wheiber
to exgloit it san only be made Miex & cavelul annlysis of Soviet
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOQUSE
WASHINGTON
May 9, 1972
11:00 a. m.
MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL HAIG
FROM: DWIGHT 1.. CHAPIN

~ The President has ordered that we get reconnaissance pictures
and film of the ships leaving Haiphong Harbor, footage of the
ships turning around prior to reaching the harbor and pictures
of ships with tanks, equipment and supplies on deck.
We are to start taking these pictures at dawn which is four
hours from now, and should consider the use of magnesium
night flare pictures. If there is any problem with this, Bob
wants to be notified immediately.

Special arrangements should be made to get the pictures and
- film to me at the White House at the earliest possible time,
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