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PRESIDENT AL-ASAD TAIKS WITH NBNSWEEK EDITOR
Damascus AL~BA'TH in Arabic 17 Sep THp1, 7

[Text of interview granted by Syrian President Hariz al-Asad to NEHSWEEK Chief Editor

Armaud de Borcharave]

[Text ] Question: The Israells are saying that you failed to return the civilian
population to Al-Qunaytlrah, that Syria keeps violating the disengagement of forces

‘agreement and that Syria is preparing for a new war. What is your answer to that?

" Answer: Let us put straight a few facts. The return or nonreturn of the civilian

population to Al=-Qunaytirah town is one of our domestic affairs, and no one has the .

right to interfere in our domestic affairs., Furthermore, after signing the agreement 1
but before the actual evacuation from Al-Qunaytirah, the Israelis blew up or leveled

with bulldozers all the habltable houses in the town except about six houses. You

have personally seen the demolished houses one after another. They did this by placing

huge chains around these small houses and then had bulldozers pull down the houses.

Al-Qurgytirah is now a demolished town. It is not 95 percent demolished, but 100

percent. Where are the civilians supposed to reside? Even if they can reside thers,

- what are they supposed to live from? Al-Qunaybirah was an agricultural town, but now

11 the arable Iand remaing D¢cupied by the Israelis.
Question: Why do yOu not send civilian workers to rebuilq Al-Qunaytirah town?

Answer: You have seen the situation there., I you were a Syrian civilian, would you
want to work within a few hundred meters of the enemy weapons, or even within a few
score meters, and sometimes only a few meters? Would you want to rebuild z new town
before the Israelis restore its life blood, that is its agricultural land? This would
be a fubile attempt. The Israelis made sure before leaving Al-Qunaytirah that it

would remain uninhabitable for a 1ong time, Now they are accusing us of not rebuilding
it. let us be serious.

Question: Is there any violation of the disengagement of lorces agreement on your
part? Wwhat about the new road the Israelis say you have built to the Mount Hermon
peak? | | .

“Answer:“There is nothing in the agreement that says we cannot bulld a new road. But

for your information I will say that we did not build a new road. The road aboub which
Israel 1is speaking, we built, except for a few hundred meters, during the Golan war.

- The Israelis shelled the machinery which opened this road with thousands of bombs from

their planes and artillery. The shelling 414 not prevent us from going on with the
builaing of this read, and our machinery, ineluding tanks, went up to a3 number of peaks
on this mountain. All that we have done now is that the Tourism Ministry has converted
the nature of this road from military to touristie. This ministry intends to set up
tourist facilities in that area., Do you see how the Israelis distort the facts to

suit their ends? We signed the disengagement of forces agreement with sincere inten-
tions and with the very clear understanding that it constitutes a step toward complete
withdrawal from our land in accordance with Security Council Resolution No 338, Since

© then, Rabin told you that even if Syria is willing to concede to Israel the kind of

peace agreement it claims to want, Israel would still not withdraw from the Golan.
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?nis is a flagrant viclation of the spirit and letter of the disengagement cr forces
agreement and Security Council Resolution No 338, Thus the Israslis, as we see it,
are intentionally trying to provoke Syria, hoping to find an excuse ror dealing g 80=
callad preewphive blow.

Question: The Xsraelis claim that there is a massive build-up of Soviet arms in
Syria that has been speeded up in recent weeks and that you are stronger now than you
were before the October war. Is this true?

Answer: The Unilted states knows the situation perfecily well from satellite observa-
tion, Our wartime losses have indeed bheen compensated for by our Soviet friends, and
I eertainly hope that we are indeed stronger than before. However, I think you should
see Israell propeganda against Syria as ‘an attempt to receive more and more arms from
the United States, and also as an a2ttempt to repolarize the Middle East situation,
hayving the Soviets on one side and the Americana on the other. By waying this alleged
Soviet threat, Israel is hoping fo Justify to its public and to the Amepican public a
return to the strategic theory of June 1967. I am convinced that your government can
unmask Israel's game. ‘ '

Question: Israel beW ieves that you will ask the General Assembly to withdrew the UN
isengagement Observation Force, which is made up of 1,250 men, and that you will resume
the war of attrition. ‘ ‘

Answer: If Israel remains obdurate and refuses to give up what does not belong to it,
1% seems obvious to everyone, including a number of prominent, knhowledgeable Americans,
hat the Middle Bast will be heading toward war once again. Do not forget, at any rate,

“that this is what the October was all about, namely the liberation of the occupied Arad
~lands.  The answer to the gquestion of whether there will be another war is up to the

lezagers of Israel. There were those who expected,; in the light of what we read and

heard, thet Rabin would present a2 new method aod a new face of lsrael to the Arabs.

Now the matter is clear, It is no more than paint to conceal the same old banlrupt

policies. Tsraglls leaders are trying to mobllize the friends of Israel in your

country!s Congress against any new withdrawal from the Arad lands. As we know, thay
were nNever as impuaent in th»ir interfersnge in internal American affairs.

Queation: Will the disensagement observation force vemain for & months more after
the terminaulon of its first period wlich ends at the end of November ¢

Arwwer:  The agreement stipulates that the mandate of the disengagement observation
forez is for 6 months, It may be renewed, subject to our consent.  Iet me remind you

- that the dilsengagemsnt observation force is not here to police the ceasze-fire but to

observe 1if.

Question: Will you give your consent for another mandate ?

Ansvwer: First, let ug see if there is zoing to be progress.

Quastion: ' A few days ago, Rabin sald that Israel will not make another uithdrawal from
the occupied lands without significant progress toward pesce, and that it cannot accapt
the Arad conditlonc for settlement tecause this would mean the beginning of the end

for Isvasl. Are we then facing a ‘new dilemma?

nswer: Justice, on which the UN Charter is based--the charter that has been approved.
by all the world's peoples--stipulates the inadmissibility of the occupation of the

territory of cthers and, consequently,provides for Israel's withdrawal from the occcupied

Arab territories.
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| Therefore, if such w:l.thdr!al as provided for by Justice, wh:l.c’ is confirmed by the

UN Charter, would lead to the end of Israzel, as Rabin claims, this mesns that Israel

is founded on Injustice. This i3 the only meaning that can be construed from Rabin's
statements. All the world's peoples eannot accept or imagine that the number one
official of any state would insist on contending that upholding Jjustice and imple-
menting the UN Charfer would lead to the end of the state on behalf of which he speaks.

Can you imagine the world defending a state based on injustice?

Question: Some 3 months ago you had hopes that the disengagement agreement on which
you negotiated with Dr Kissinger would be merely a first step leading to further
withdrawals. In fact you interpreted the agreement as being a link to 2 subsequent
stage. Do you feel that you have been cheated or misled? : ‘

Answer: I meant that we have signed the disengagement agreement with this under-
standing and this meaning. As for the realization of this understanding, it reguires .
continuous efforts. Unless this understanding i realized, there will be a departure -
from the road leading to a fust peace. In other words, the nonimplementation of
complete withdrawal and the continued occupation of the land will not provide conditions
¢onducive to peace but. conditions conducive to war, the same conditions that existed
before the October 1973 war, : : ‘ :

Question: Affter comparing notes with Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia--which all
recently sent senlor officials to Washington--uhere do you think we stand now?

Answer: In tha light of the sum total of contacts that have btaken place, I cannot
say specifically that there is anything new. The matter is still within the confines
of exchange of views and general dialog between the parties concerned and the United
States., ‘ o

Question:  How do you see the way out of the impasse? .

Answer: 1Israel, unless it has secured = total V.S. stand on its side, has no choice .
but to move forward toward implementation of the Security Council resolution. In
crder to get out of the impasze, I do not expect the United States to bring pressure
on Israel. It would suffice for Israel to realize that the United States will not
apply pressure in its Interest. :

Question: Even if Israel 1s convinced to end its oceupation of the West Bank, 1%
does not seem that the Arabs are capable of agreeing among themselves on whether the
responsibility of negotiating for the restoration of the land is that of King Husayn
or the PLO. Do you have any suggestions? ‘ .

Answer: Arab problems can be solved by the Arabs themselves. There iz no compli=
cated problem on which we cannct reach an agreement.l '

Question: BPBut what 1s your opinion on the subject? Do you think that King Husayn
should give up in favor of the PLO what he ¢onsiders his responsibllity as a repre-
sentative of the Palestinians living in Jordan and let the FLO try to negotiate with
the United States or Israel? Or should King Husayn be given a mandate by the Arad
countries? : : ‘ ‘
Answer: Concerning the Israeli aggression as a whole, the PLO has a role and King
Husayn has a role. The definition of these roles iz what is now being discussed
between the parties concerned, ‘ .

Question: If the road to the West Bank remainéd blocked because of this deadend,
would you prefer the next step to take place in Sinai? ‘ '

Answer:; No, we are against any partial solutions. Fartial solutions 4o net gerve ‘ j
peace, This 1s a problem that must be dealt with as a whole and in a drastic manner f
50 that peace will be achiaved. _ = :
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