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... CTEXT) HANOI, JAN, 22 (AFP) NORTH VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MENISTER
RGUYEN DUY TRINH TCDaY RULED OUT ANY IDEA OF A NORTH VIEINAMESE™ -7
OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE SOUTH. .. = - =’ . a8
IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH AFP ON THE OCCASION OF THE 7
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGHING OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON
VIETNAM, MR TRINH SAID THAT "DURING THE PRESENT PHASE, THE .~ - '
ESSENTIAL TASKS OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE CONSIST OF SAFEGUARDING -

PEACE" AND OF RECONSTRUCTING WAR-TORN VIETNAM. %

. THE FOLLOWING IS THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE QUESTIONS AND OF = -
. THE ANSWERS GIVEN BY MR TRINH DURING THE INTERVIEW. . Lo R s
| QUESTION O¥E: ONE YEAR AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS
- AGREEMENT, WOULD YOU CONSIDER IT CORRECT T0 SAY THAT.THE WAR
IN VIETNAM HAS ENDED? TR s o '

et

-
S o

.. QUESTION TWO: WHAT 1S THE MAIN FACTOR TO WHICH YOU ASCRIBE. = o~
THE FACI THAT MILITARY OPERATIONS ARE STILL TAKING PLACE IN SOUTH
VIETNAM, THAT ACCORDING TO THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS THESE ., - .o
GPERATIONS CAUSED FORE THAN 50,000 DEATHS ON BOTH SIDES DURING . - BRI

~ 913, AND THAT AMER ICAN RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER NORTH VIETNAM .

" BCCUR RATHER FREQUENTLY? o L ‘ |

| JESTION THREE: YOU ARE ONE OF THE ARCHITECTS OF THE PARIS
= ﬁﬁﬁ%gﬁEﬁT*ﬁﬁ"Viﬁfﬁﬁm, AS WELL AS OF THE AMERICAM- VIETNAMESE .
. JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF JUNE 13, 1973, WHAT IS YOUR INMPRESSION .
" @F THE WAY IN WHICH THESE TEXTS ARE BEING APPLIEDZ . .

. BEPLY:

THE FACT MENTIONED IN YOUR SECOND QUESTION SUPPLIES THE ANSWER -
%9 THE FIRST. THE FACT IS THAT THE UNITED STATES--FAR FRON BREAKING
. QFF ITS MILITARY ENGAGEMENT AND ITS INTERFERENCE IN THE DOMESTIC
. AFFAIRS OF SOUTH VIET#AM, AS REQUIRED BY THE PARIS AGREEMENI--HAS
‘MAINTAINED AND EVEN STRENGTHENED ITS CORPS OF MILITARY o
ADVISERS, NOW CAMOUFLAGED AS CIVILIAN PERSONNEL, g

IT HAS ALSO FURNISHED A FLOOD OF MATERIEL TO SAIGON'S ARMY,
WHICH--THANKS TO IS SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGLMENT=-- 15 CONTINUIKG
I0 LAUNCH ENCORACHNMENT OPERATIONS AGAINST THE AREAS LIBERATED BY
IHE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
SOUTH VIETHANM, AS WELL AS POLICE AND ” PACIFICATION" OPERATIONS.

: IN THE AREAS UNDER ITS CONTROL, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF -
POLITICAL PRISONERS REMAIN CHAINED IN THE PRISONS AND -
DETENTION CAMPS OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION.
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. 'CONTINUE TO BE TRAMPEED BY THAT aDmIN1STRATIONE THE BIPARTIIE
J@uSULTATIVE CONFERENCE OF | a~ CELLE-SAINT-CLOUD IS MAKING RO
. PROGRESS TOWARD THE SETTLEMENT OF THE DOMESTIC ISSUES OF SOUTH
VIETNAM. e T e
THE MAIN FACTOR GIVING RISE 70 THIS SERIOUS SITUATION IN SOUTH
VIEINAN IS WASAINGTQN®S OBSTINATE POLICY. BY USING THE NGUYEN
VAN THIEU ADMINISIRATION AS a3 INTERMEDIARY, WASHINGTON IS AIMING
AT IMPOSING U.S. NEO-COLONIALISM ON SOUTH VIEINAM AS A WHOLE AND
.. AT MAKING IT A SEZPARATE " NATION"--THUS PERPETUATING THE -~  —w..
" DIVISION OF VIETHAM. s ' e

i .

3 i L T,

. ',_4-'; B

==

' HOWEVER, THE RESULTS OF A YEAR"S APPLICATION OF THE PARIS ~F°
AGREEMENT HAVE PROVEN THE IRREVERSIBLE EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION
IN SOUTH VIETNAM. - R RN

"IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN FORCED 10 - .
WITHORAW 1TS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, PUTTING AN END TO OQVER A ' -
CENTURY OF FOREIGN MILITARY OCCUPATION OF THE TERRITORY OF OUR .~ - .
FATHERLAND, AND IN THE SECOND PLACE, THE SYSTEMAT1C- VIOLATIONS OF -
THE PARIS AGREEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES AND THE SAIGON ADMINISIRATION
.. HAVE ENCOUNTERED THE ENERGETIC OPPOSITION OF THE LIBERATION -
_ ARMED FORCES AND THE SOUTH VIETNANESE PQPULATION, - .

iN SPITE OF ALL THEIR EFFORTS, THEY HAVE NOT MANAGED TO TURN
- gHZ DE FACTO SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM IN THEIR FAVOUR. "~

A (| INAT AREA THERE ARE TWO GOVERNMENIS, TWO ARMIES, IWO DIFFERENT
. CONTROL ZONES, AHD THREE POLITICAL FORCES. WHILE THE SAIGON
"~ aDWINISTRATION'S POSITIONS ARE BEING WEAKENED AT EVERY LEVEL,
.~ §HME REVOLUT IONARY FORCES It SOUTH VIETNAM AND THE NATIONAL AND
' INTERNATIONAL PRESTIGE OF THE PRG (PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY
GOVERNMENT) ARE CONT INUOUSLY GROWING.: e o

HE PARIS AGREZMENT IS STILL A VERY VALUABLE POLITICAL AND™
LEo A  EAPON 18 THE HANDS OF THE VIETNAWESE PZOPLE AS it STRUGGLES

FOR THE FULL AND COMPLETE 51’1’&1&45“ gF 118 NATIONAL RIGHIS.

‘ PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEW, HEAD OF“THE =~
5ATGON LEADERSHIP, DECLARED RECENTLY THAT THERE WOULD BE NIETHER
BLECTIONS NOR A COALITION GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH VIEINAD, AND -
THAT " THE VAR WOULD CONTINUE." HE ALSO ISSUED AN ORDER OF THE
DAY IESIRUCTING HIS TROOPS TO 60 INTO ACTION IR THE AREAS
CONTROLLED BY .THE COMMUNISIS. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, DO YOoU

- §TILL HOPE THAT THE PARIS AGREEMENT wiLL BE APPLIED SOME DAY?

-

-
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CTEXT) QuesTIoN FIVEs AMERICAN DEFENCE SECRETARY JAMES -
. SCHLESINGER RECENTLY THREATENED NORTA VIETNAM AND THE PRG= CONTROLLED
U ZONES WITH TACTICAL AIR RAIDS IN CASE OF A GENERAL OFFENSIVE =~
™ AGAINST THE SOUTH SUCH AS THOSE OF 1968 AND 1572, DO YOU BELIEVE

= THAT Suc AN OFFZNSIVE IS BEING PLANNED? G e

 REPLY: 2 AT
ALLS FOR A WAR TO SABOTASE

THE PARIS AGREEMENT AS WELL AS TAE ANERIoAN THREATS MADE IN SUPPORT

OF THESE CALLS CERTATSLY CONSTITUTZ A GYNICAL DEFIANCE OF VISTNAMESE

AND WORLD OPINION. : e o |

... THE SLawpEROUS ALLEGATIONS THEY MAKE TO JUSTIFY THEIR ST
. WARMONGERING HYSTIRIA ARE SIMPLY INTENDED TO MISLEAD'PUBLIC’OPINION,u':

" ABD TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR NEW ADVENRTURES AND FOR EORE'SERIOUS'P:f

Tiue VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIETNAM, THE RECENT VIOLENT

- . BOMBARDHMENTS OF TiHE LIBERATED ZONES OF TH: PRG, THE,LARGE#SCALE;H.

.- ENCROACHMENT OPERATIONS oN THE‘HIGH PLATEAuS‘AND ON_THE.NEKONGQ?iy
PLAIN, AND THE FREQUENT VIOLATIONS OF THE AIR' SPACE OF 'THE SRR
ﬁggO%RATIC~REPUBLIC OF VIETNANM GIVE'YOUJSQNE’IDEA.QF'MHAT IS NOW - -
ArQ; . . : . . ";;;ﬁ“‘: S R LT

. ALL THESE ACTS OF WAR HAVE MET ‘VITH, AND VILL MEET VITH,
- SEVERC PUNISHMINT. THE UNITED STATZS AND DHe SAIGON ADMINISTRATION
:  ARE ENTIRELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS, e mghe e

AT QUEST ION SIXs SOMZONE ONCE SAIDQ"SOCIALISM,IS A MATTER S
. OF PRIORITIES.” IN THIS CASE, WHA} 1S THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC -~ .
e aF VIETHAm'S PRICRITY? mANY PEOPLEHEREfASKING THEMSELVES, 1M

o SIMPLE TERMS: *3s IT PEACE OR IS IT WAR?" UHAT‘IS.YOUR}OPINION_j
ERENRIE" IHIS-POINT?'I‘- | : e B : T Ca T

. REPLY: - . o ._;i?  e e R
oroURING THE PRESENT PHASE, FOLLOVING THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS
S PAGREEMENT, THE ESSENTIAL TASKS OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE COLSIST OF.
"&FEG’UARD'IHG PEACE, MAKING IT STABLE AND LASTI?#‘G{ BINDING UpP B
w0 "-IHE'WOUJJDS OF WAR AND BUILDING SOCIAL.ISM IN THE NORTH, COMPLET ING.
S THE NATIONAL AND DEMOCRATIC TASKS IN THE SOUTH, AND MOVING TOWARD :
2 PEACEFUL REUNIFICA. ION OF THE COUNTRY. THESE  TASKS BEAR A CLOSE .
"-R£L£TION$HIP 10 «NE ANOTHER, . : o el LT

 OBVIOUSLY GREAT VIGILANCE IS NECESSARY IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM TO FACE THE SERIOUS SITUATION.DESCHIBED IN MY PREVIOUS '
i REPLY, TI0 CHECK ANY ATIEMPT TO SABOTAGE THE PARIS AGREEMENT,
 &8¥D THUS TO SAFEGUARD THE FRUITS QF THE PEACEFUL LABOUR OF OUR PEQPLE, .

- o o
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“auesTion seven: SWEIpes THE EVENTS TAKInG PWRCE Iu VIETNAN,
i 1% WAR IS CONTINUING IN CAMBODIA, AND MOREQVER THE _ - o
. 'SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINS RELATIVELY UNCERTAIN, ~UNDER SUCK .-
CIRCUMSTANCES, DO YOU BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE TO REACH A STRICTLY
 VIETNAMESE SETTLEMENT? RATHER, IS IT NOT MECESSARY ‘10 REACH
A GENZRAL SETTLEMZNT ON ALL INDOCHINA, O OB PERHAPS EVEN ON THE
| WHOLE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAZ | R

REPL?? o .‘;;L;Lj

THE SETTLENL'.NT OF THE VIETNAMESE PRDBL:‘.NS HAS ALREABY BEEN
- 'EFFECTIVELY LAID DOWN IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT, = THE VIENT IANE
"% AGREEMENT AND 115 PROTOCOL HAVE DONE. THE SAME FOR THE LAQTIAB
PROBLEM. THE CAMBODIAN PROBLEN MUST BE SETTLED BY THE. CM’BODIAN‘S
THEMSELVES WITHOUT FOREIGN INTERFERENCE, IN -ACCORDANCE WITH Tﬂ&*
MARCH 23, 1970, DZCLARATION OF PRINCE HORODOM SIHANOUK AND “‘7.,_,.,5"-‘3;-
'_TH::. PDLITICAL PROGRAMNE OF IHE NUFC‘(CAMBDDIAN NATIONAL UNIT@ '

S IHE FAILURE OF THE UNITED STATES T0 CARRY OUT THE PARIS Aﬂﬂ
" JIENTIANE AGREEMENTS AND THE U.S. LACK OF GOOD FAITH IN FAILING:-.
710 PUT AN END TO THIS SITUATION BY RENOUNCING” ITS . NEO—COLONIALIS‘T
"AIMS IN VIETNAM, LAOS, AND CAMRODIA ARE AN OBSTACLE TO THE -
S% ATTAINMENT OF TRUE PEACE IN THE THREE COUNTRIES OF INDOGHINA it
* ON THe BAS1S OF RESPECT F'UR Tr{E NATIDNAL RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLES
OF THOSE hATiON&; - ‘ : )

' QUESTION EIGHT: om VARIGUS OCCASIONS THE HANOT NEWSPAPERS
“ HAVE. REPORTED ON THE "SINO~-SOVIET. CONTRADICTION"~--EXPLAINING -
- . THAT THIS CONTRADICTION WAS EXPLOITED TO THE. NMAXINMUM POSSIBLE |
"+ EXTENI BY "AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE SAIGONESE.™ WHAT TO ° e
" YOU_THINK OF THE USE OF THIS CONTRADICTION AS FAR AS THE APPLICAIION U
| OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIEINAN is. coucsﬁnﬁaz S e

BEPLYS

7 AS FAR AS THE APPLICATION OF THE Paazs AEREEFENT 1s EONCERNED,
" THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND THE .. =
.. PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE- REPUBLIC OF SOUTH
.7 VIETNAN HAVE ALVWAYS ADVOCATED STRICT RESPECT FOR ARD SCRUPULDUS -
" EXECUTION OF THIS AGREEMENT--AND THEY DEMAND OF THE UNITED STATES
" AND THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION THAT THEY DO LIKEWISE, © s

U S R A ]

- THE SOVIET UNIOR, PEOPLE'S CHIHA, "AND ALL OF THE SOCIALISTs--
- counrn:ss HAVE ALWAYS GIVE THEIR FIRM AND TOTAL SG?PDRT TO THIS
:_JUSI POSITION OF THE VIEINAMESE PEOPLE. . | .
, ,ggggxlgﬂ;_;gg; IT SEEMS THAT THE NEW RELATIOHS AT THE e
AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL BETWEER FRANCE AND THE DENMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
- OF VIETNAM HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE DEGREE OF DYKAMNIS® THAT SOME
_ PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE HOPED FOR--AT LEAST PARTIALLY BECAUSE OF THE
 FRENCH DECISION NOT TO GRANT DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION I0 THE PRG,

" (MORE) o
23 JAN 0325Z PK/GS

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/05/11 : LOC-HAK-250-1-8-4



