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WHITE HOUSE WATGH

AFTER THE TRIP
| BY JONN DSBORNE

HONOLULY

MERE IN THE SUN AND GENTLE: WARMTH OF WAKAIX, AFTER
 THIS REPORTER HAD LEFT THE AXRCRAFT TMAT IN SEVEN DAYS MAD
- HAULED HIM FROM WASHINGTON TO ALASKA 70 TOKYD 10
CPEKING TO JAKARTA TO MANILA AND THAT ON THE PINAL! LEGS
- PROM MANILA AND MONOLULU BACK TO WASNINGTON HAD |
COME 70 BE MORE LIKE A HOSPITAL PLANE THAN A PRESS: PLANE,
THE WEARINESS AND MENTAL PDG THAYT RESULYED FROM 80
JAMMED AND INSANELY SCHEOQULED A PRESIDENTIAL TRIP
BEGAN TO FADE, A CLEARER UNDERSYANDING OF PRESIDENT
FORDIS PURPOSES AND A FPAIRER MEASURE OF ACCOMPISHMENT
YHAN WAS POSSIBLE AT THE CRUX OF THE JOURNEY IN
PEKING SEEMED TO EMERGE, THERE 'FOLLOWS IN HINDBIGHY
BUMMARY, SOME OF IT TRIVIAL AND SOME OF IT OF SUBSTANTIAL
IMPORT, WWAT APPEARS YO BE MOST NORTH NOTING ABOUT
THE EXPEDITION,

GERALD FORD OUGHT TO R0 HIMBELF OF THE ILLUBION,
- PRESUMABLY IMPARTED OR. AT LEAST ENCOURAGED BY

MEMBERS OF A WHITE HOUSE STAPF THAY HAS PREVIOUSLY

BEEN SAID IN THIS SPACE TO BE THE POOREST IN A FAIRLY LONG
~ MEMORY, THAT ME MAS TO JUSTIFY TRIMS OUT OF THE COUNTRY

BY COMPLICATING THEM WITH IRRELEVANT AND TIRING STORS
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ALONG THE WAY, TRAVELING IN MIDaNOVEMBER YO AN

ECONUMIC SUMMIT CONFERENCE NEAR PARIS THAT THE
PRESIDENT AND THE OTWER PARTICIPANYS WANTED THE WORLD

TO TAKE MORE SERIOUSLY TMAN IT PROBASLY DESERVED 7O BE
TAKEN, MR, FORD ADDRESSED A BLACK URIVERSITY CROND IN
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA, AND TWO REPUBLEICAN FUNDs-
RATSING APFAIRS IN DURMWAM AND ATLANTA, ON THE WAY TO
PEKING, POR WHAT WAS INTENDED 'TO .BE AND SHOULD HAYE'
BEEN THE PREEMINENT POREIGN AFFAIRS EVENT OF W18 SRIEF:
ADMINISTRATION TO OATE, WE ADDED 70 THE DRAIN AND RIGGRS.
OF THE JOURNEY FOR HIMBELP AND FOR EVERYONE ELSE IN MI8
HUGE OFFICIAL AND MEDIA ENTQURAGE WITH A BIDE TRIF IN
SNOW AND PREEZING WEATMER Y0 A WELOING SHOP AND A
PUMPING STATRON -ALONG THE ROUTE OF YMAT ECOL0GICAL |
ATROCITY, THE ALASKA O PIPELINE, AN OTRERWISE UNNEQESSARY
PLIGMT FROM FAIRBANKS 'TO ANCHORAGE FOR A o
COUPLE OF REPUBLICAN SMINDIGS AND AN OVERNIGHT STAY
COMPLETED TWE INITIAL CHARADE, "18 ME TIRED, RONTY A
REPORTER ASKED PRESS SECREYARY RON NESSEN IN ﬂ
HONOLULU. ®PROBABLY LESS 80 THAN EVERYBODY E,S€ ON THE
TRIP, " NEBSEN ANSNEREQ, WME WAS THE ONLY BED QN THE
PLANE,#  NESSEN REPERRED T0O THE BED IN THME PRESIDENT!S
QUARTERS ON AIR FORCE ONE, IN PEKING AND AFTERWARDS,
THE PRESIDENT AND H1s WIPE, BETTY FORD, LOOKED VERY TIRED
ON SEVERAL GCCASIONS, MRS, PFORD STAYED OVER IN HONGLULU
FOR SOME 30 MOURS AFTER WER MuBRAND FLEW ON TO
WABHINGTON, KEEPING ran»ntg‘uau“vuu«nnunnazw=nuu3us‘

787 THAT WAS RICHARD NIXONTS AIR PORCE ONE GERORE HE:
GOT THE NEWER AND EVEN MORE SUMPTUQUS 787 THAY MR,

FORD INMERITED BY APPOINTMENT, SECURITY ABENTS AND
STARF ASSISTANTS WNO WAD BEEN FOLLOWING THE PRESIDENT IN
THE OLOER PLANE DEBARKED FROM IT IN MONOLULY AND FOUND
SEATS FOR THE LAST JUMP TO WASHINGYON IN RRESS. PLANES
AND IN THE CARGG PLANE THAT HAD BROUGHT THR PRESIDENTIS.
ARMORED L IMOUSINE AND A SECRET SERVICE CONVERTIBLE TO
JAKANTA C(THE CHINESE COMMUNISYTS WOULONTT LET THE
PRESIDENTIAL CARS INTO GMINA), HONOLULU NEWSRAPERS
EXPECTED MRS, FORD TO ATTEND A REFUBLICAN FUNDwRAZSER
AFTER RESTING ARHILE AND THE REPUBLIEAN NATIONAL:
COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON COULD BE BILLED FOR THE
CONSIDERABLE EXPENSE OF HOLDING THE NO, 2 PRESIDENTIAL:
PLANE POR HER, o

MRy PORD SMOWED HIMBELF Tp BE AWARE IN A MELPE83

BORT OF WAY OF SOME OF THE: ABSURDITIES OF PRESIDENTIAL:
TRAVEL: INGLUOING THE OVERBLOKN MEDYA GORPS! o
OVERBLOWN HABITS OF SMORPING AND SHIPPING THE

PROCEEDS HOME IN INOPECTION=PREE PRESS PLANE. CARGO
HOLDS, "I UNDERSYAND THRY ARE: LAYING ON A SPECYIAL! PLANE TO
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TAKE BACK AlbL THE THINGS YOU BOUGHT{" THE PRESIDENT SA3D
70 A REPORTER IN JAKARMA, HE WAS JOKING, BUT 1T WASNIT A
TOTAL JOKE, ONE REPORTER BHIPREQD THO CHINESE sICYCLES
ON A PREBS PLANE, NE 8AID METD OECLARE THEM AND PAY ANY
CUBTOMS DUTY DUE, KNOWING MIM, I BELIEVE WE WOULD,.

1V0 8 ASYOUNDED IF BOME OF HI8 JOURNALZISTIC BRETHREN AND
SOME OF THE OFFICAL FREELOADERS WERE AS HONESY, ON THE
PLIGHT PROM PEKING TO JAKARTA WHITE WOUSE TRANSPORTATION
DIRECTOR RAY 200K BEGGED WI8 FRIENDS IN THE PRESS
 CORPS NOT YO DUWP ANY MORE STUFF URON ‘WIM FQR PREE AND
UNINSPECTED TRANSPORYT MOME, HE SIAD TME CARGO HOLDS OF
THO PRESS PLANES WERE ALREADY CRANMED T TME: DDORS, A
THIRO JET WAS CHARTERED BY NBC, CBS AND ABC 1D

YRANSPORT NEAVY EGUSRMENT AND EXTRA CREWS TP, AND

PROM GHINA AND DIONTT MAKE: THE WHOLE CIRCULY,

WE. CONTINUE NITH THE TREIVIA ONLY.JIN ORDER 70 NOYE A

NHITE WOUSE SITUATION THAT CONCERNS THE SYATUS AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF SECRETARY OF STATE MENRY KISSINGER,.

THE SITUATION ALSO INVOLVES PRESS SECRETARY NESSEN,

NHQ HAB BEEN WIBMED WELL IN THIS SPACE AND WHOSE

DEFECTS OF PERFORMANCR WAVE BEEN BLAMED MERE MORE

THAN. ELSEWHERE UPON THE GUIDANGE HE GETS FROM soMe OF s
W8 SENIOR BUPERIORS, BY IMPLICATION INCLUDING PRESIDENT PORD,.
EVENTS AND ATTITUDES QBSERVED ON THIS TRIP DRIVE

ME TO THE CONCLUSION TMAY THIS EXPLANATIOR WA BEEN

UNDULY KIND TO NEBSEN,. IT 18 INTOLERABLE THAT RON NESSEN
SHOULD SE KERY BY THE PRESIDENT ANDaONE 13 BOUND 70 ASSUMEs
KNOWINGLY KEPT BY THE PRESIOENT IN A POSITION 70 BARYT,
DERDGATE AND SNEER AT MENRY KISSINGER, IN MY OPINION ONEiQF
YHIS COUNTRYIS GREAT AND CREATIVE SECAETARIRS OF STATE,

IN THE WAY THAT NESSEN HAS DONE AND"BY QEPINITION HAS REEN
FPERMITTED IF. NOT ENCOURAGED TO DO DURING THIS JOURNEY, ~
THE FOREGOING DBSERVATION 28 BASED UPON TNO ERISODES, ONE

OF THEM INVOLVED NESSEN'S REAETION 70 A NENSWEEK REPORT
CONCERNING HIM, KISSINGER AND RICHWARD CMEREY, YHE YQUNG

WHITE WOUBE STAFF CNIEF WWO SUCCEROED DONALD RUMBFELD WHEN
RUMBSFELD BECAME SECRETARY OF OEPERBR, THE TNRUST OF 'THE
NEWSWEEK REPORT WAS THAT oN KISSINGERTS PERSONA, ORDERS
NESSEN WAS DENIED ACCESS 7O THE ASTAN TRIP BRIEFING BOOKS AND
THAT CMENEY, WHEN TOLD OF THIS BY NESSEN, ORDERED THE BOONS
GIVEN TQ NEBSEN AND REMINDED THE NSC: STAFF AT THE WHITE WOUSE
THAT-K!CQ&N@EN\Nﬂ.kﬂNQ!Rmnlaﬂg‘}MiTsJTAEFZAﬂ’Tﬂ£W!REQ!ﬂ¥ﬂ;L!f
ASSESTANT FOR NATZONAL' SECURITY AFFAIRS, KISSINGER SAYD VAR
STORY WAS AN GUTRAGEOUS FABRICATION AND ASKED wAY WE: SHOULD
GIVE A BOOD GODDAMN ABOUT RON NESSEN'S BRIEFING BOOKS, L¥,.
GEN, BRENT SCONGROFT, KIBSINGERIS PONMER DEPUTY AND SUCCESSOR
AS THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANY, ALB0 BERZED
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THE BTORY, THE POINT OF INTEREST WERE IS NOT.THE TRUTH QR
PALSITY OF THE REPORT, BUT THE GLOATING PASHION IN WHICH. |
NESSEN VERIFIED IT xn\rgxzuc=Au9,qssnv:I;yu:aucn:uxytaAfanntzg
NIGHER IN GERALD FORD'S BSTIMATION AND I8 MORE SECURE IR RIS
SERVICE YTHAN HENRY KISSINGEN IS8, |

THE OTHER EPISODE FOLLOWED A BRIEFING THAT KISSINGER GAVE

A SMALL "POOL® OF REPORTERS ABOARD AIR PORCE: ONE DURSNG A

LEG OF THE ASIAN TRIP, HE KNEW AS ME ALWAYS DOES YHAY

WIME SENIOR US OFFICIAL® wHO 18 QUOTED AFTER SUCH BRIEZFINGS
WOULD BE ASSUMED TO BE: MIM, KIBIINGER OECIOED WHEN WESAN THE:
TEXT PREPARED BY 7u§~?nﬂgaﬁ PORTERS THAT IT CONTAINED BOME:
INDIBCREET LANGUAGE WHICH EVEN TP ATYTRIBUTED YO MIM ONLY BY
IMPLICATION AND ASSUMPTION COULD MARM HIM, THE COUNTRY AND THE:
PRESIDENT, WE ASKED THE FPOOLERS® Y0 QELETE THE POSSIRLE WARMPUL:
LANGUAGE: AND tﬁgv:a;n..Nuaazn:H;gnav~anqvowfrnz:nno#xnngnntgngx'
REVISE THE TEXT, HE THMEN. TURNED UPON TWE POOL RERORTERSARD
DENOUNGED THEM, SAYING ME WAS AMAZED THAT THEY SNOULD BE .80 WEAK
AND SHOULD GRANT TO MENRY KISSINGER A PAVOR TWAT THEY WOULD
NEVER GRANT TO RON NESSEN, THE PRACTICE OF YHRE BACKGROUND
BRIEFING ON PRESIODENTIAL PLANES MAY BE WRUNG,) THOUGH T DONTY
THINK 1Y 18, IT18 An¢UAnu¢,1m«1?7na«annn37:n5\nan¢annanausn‘
GIVING IN T KISSINGER IN THIS INSTANGE ALTHOUGH THE UNOENw-
SYANDING IN SUCH BITUAYIONS 18 THAT'THE oFFICTAL: 18 ENYITLED TO
CHOOBE THE: WORDS THAT WILL! BE ATYRIBUTED 10 A GOVERANMENT
SOURCE, MOWEVER THAT MAY BE, IT MOST CERTAINLY WAS NOT. TME:
PUNCTION, THE PLACE, THE DUTY OF: THE PRESIDENTIS PRESS
BECRETARY TO OBJECT TQ OELETIONS AND TO DENDUNCE REPFORTERS POR
AGREEING TO MAKE DELETIONS THAT WERE IN PARYT INTENGED TR PAGTECT
THE PRESIDENT, ACCORDING TD REPORTERS WO WERE: ON rﬂlfﬂh&ﬂgﬁ |
AT THE TIME, A8 I WAS NOT, AMOUNTED 70 A DISPLAY oF VEROM

THAT WAS SHOCKING IN ITSELF AND EVIDENCE THAT MATTERS AKRE

IN 8AD DISARRAY AT THE TOP QF THE FORD WHITE WOUSE,.

NESSEN APART, THE EPII0DES INSPIRE A BRIEF OBSERVAYION ABOUT
THE SITUATION AND POSSISLE FUTURE OF HENRY KISSINGER, FLAWS IN
THE CONDUCT OF THE PUBLIC ASPECTS OF THIS TRIP, SUCH AS'THE
PAILURE TO REMIND TME AMERICAN MRESS CORPS IN PEKING OF EARLIER
WARNING IN WABMINGTON THAT THERE MIGHMT NOT BE A COMMUNIQUE:
SUNMARTZING THE VISIT, AND THE PAILURE TD PADYIDE ANY OFFREIAL:
AMERICAN ACCOUNT WHATSOEVER OF PRESIOENT FORDIS MEETING ™ =
WITH MAD TOE=TUNG, SUGGESTED TO ME THAT KISSINGER RUSY NAVE
BEEN STRANGELY ABSENY FPROM OR INOJPFERENT TO YHE DISCUSSIONS.
OF HOW TO MANDLE THESE: MATYERS, THE QPFICIAL STORY WAS THAY
KISBINGER CONCURRED IN BOTH DECISIONS, MAYBE 80, BUT ONE MAY
SUSPECT THAY HE MAD COME T0 A POINT WHERE HE DJONIT GIVE A
MOOY AND PABSIVELY Laﬂwﬁrnz'aga;NSQa\?o‘vue\ﬂnugx9¢tha“

STAPF CLAQUE, AFTER KISIINGER'S WRITE WOUSE TITLE AND STATUS:
WERE REMOVED, I WROTE THAT IT WAS INCONCEIVABLE THAT NHE WOULD
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EITHER REMAIN INTO ANOTHER TERM 1f GERALD PORD WERE ELEQTED
NEXT YEAR OR THAT ME WOULO DO THE COUNTRY AND MR, PORD THE
DISSERVICE OF GUITTING BEFORE TME PRESENY TERM ENDS, WHEN
KISSINGER WAS TOLD LATER TMAT THIS HAD BEEN WRITTEN ABOQY
HIM, HE REPLIED THAT A MAN IN PUBLIC LIFE WAS TO KEEP WIS
OPTIONS OPEN, |

PREBIDENT FORD IN MONOLULU, ON THE 34TH ANNIVERSARY ALMQSY
T0 THE n:nur:fuvﬂTM;rannnnﬁaﬁ,arrlqs_au-nHAanNAupna¢' |
TRIED 70 DEPINE THE PURPOSES OF HIS 'TRIP AND THME ESSENCE QF
HHAT'H!r'!Vl'TIM!Q'ﬁkfkﬁn' A NEW MARIFIC DOCTRINES AND ROUR NEW
PACIFIC POLICY " IT WAS'TQO BAD THAY RE LOADED WIS SPEECH
WITH THE WORDS "NEW® AND WDQCTRINE® WHEN IT WAS

NEITHER, BUT THERE WAS NOTHING WRONGy TMERE WAS SOME. VALUE IN
RESTATING SUCH PAMILIAR TRUYSNS AS THAT NAMERICAN STRENGTH
18 BABIC TO ANY STABLE BALANCE OF ROWER IN THE PACIPIGs™ THAY
MTME PARTNERGHIP OF JAPAN 18 A PILLAR OF DUR SYRATEGY," AND
THAT WTHE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITW THE PEQRLE!S REs
PUBLIC OF CHINAM CONTINUES T0 BE THE EVENTUAL OBJECTIVE THAY
IT19 BEEN SINCE RICHARD NIXON VISITED PEKING IN 1978, THE
ASBERTION, REPEATED TO THE POINY OF STRJIOENCY, THAY THE U8

I8 WA NATION OF THE RAGCIFIC BABINY AND CORTINUES TO BE A
NPACIFIC POWERY REFLECTED A VERY REAL ANXIETY IN THE WAKE OF:
THE CoLLAPSE OF THE ENTSRE uS POSITION AND POLICY IN INDOGHINA
C THAT THE PEOPLE® AND GOVERNMENTS OF ASZA NIGHT CONCLUDE

THAT THE US WAS NO LONBER A DEPENDABLE PONER AND PARTNER
THERE OR ANYWHERE EL8E, THE PRESIDENTIS WONMEWARD 8TQPS IN
JAKARTA AND MANJLA Anp-vanrzcuuﬁn§x.xﬁcrnxwhnxu;ﬁnaxu¢§;
WHERE (18 AZR AND NAVAL BASES CONBYITUTE NOT ONLY OUR °

PORWARD MILITARY POSITION IN THE PAGYFIC BUT A STRATEGIC
APPROACH TO THE INDIAN OCEAN, WERE INTENDED To SIGNAL AND
PURTHER A BEGINNING EFFORT. TO REBUILD AMONG THE NONs:
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES OF SOUTNEAST ASIA A MODIFIED AND LESS
ABRASIVE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE POSITION LOBT IN VIETNAM)
CAMBODIA; AND LAOS, | ‘

 YHE CHYEF PLAW OF THE MONOLULU SREECH, APART FROM THE
PRESIDENT TS FLAT AND WEARY DELIVERY, WAS SIAPLY TWAT IT NAS

AN INFERIOR REWRITE AND ADAPTAYION OF A MUCH BETTER AND MORE
FORCEPLUL ADORESS THAT MENRY KISSINGER MAD DELIVERED IN
DETROIT ON NOVEMBER 24, SOME OF THE PRESINENTIS LANGUAGE AND
ALL OF THE CENTRAL POINTS APPEARED IN THE KISSINGER SPRECH, .
TO DISTINCTLY BETTER EFFECT THAN THEY DID AFTYER YHE PRESIDENT!S
PERSONAL STAFF PRETTIED YHEM UP, GUOTING KISSINGERE "TMR UNITED
STATES I8 A PACIFIC POWER, NO REGION I8 OF GREATER IMPORTANCE
TO US,, s THE SECURITY INTERESTS OF ALL THE GREAT WORLO POWERS
INTERSECT IN ASIA, JAPAN, CHINA, TME SOVIET UNION AND TRE
UNITED STATES WAVE INPORTANT STAKES IN THE REGIONJ AbL: HOULD BE:
AFFECTED BY ANY MAJOR CONPLICT THERE, ., THUS, THROUGHOUY ! THE
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ED) WE MAVE: 3DUBHT

FIRST WALF OF THIS DECADE (EMPHASY -  30Y6
THAT GRADUALLY REDUCED

S ADD

YO PASHION A NEW ABIAN POLICYe A POLICY THAT _

OUR MILITRY PREGENCE ANO AIMED, INSYEAD, AT AUGNENTING THE
STRENGTH AND VITALITY OF QUR ALLIES:" MERE WAS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
THAT KISSINGER'S ¥ NEW ASIAN POLZICY® AND MR, PORDSS WNEW.
PACIPIC DOCTRINE® DATED BACK INTO THE NEXON TIME, A PQINY =
THAT THE PRESIOENT DIONTY CONCEAL BUT DION!T EMPHASIZE, E]THER,
KISSINGER ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED, WITH A FRANKNESS NEVER EQUALLED

BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE YRIP, THE "WIDESPREAD INITIAL
APPREWENSION® THAT THE INDOWCHINA nxa&ayzR,qnxunvﬂaanAgmuang
PRECIPITATEw- A GENERALI AMERICAN RETREAT FROM ASIA AND EVEN -
FROM GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITIER,M A MAJOR PURPOSE OF THE
PRESIDENTTS JOURNEY WAS TO ALLAY WHAT REMAINED. OF THAY APRa.
REHENSION IN AS8IA,

YWD OTHER POINTS THAT TNE PRESIDENT GOT AT IN HIS SUMMARY
SPEECH WERE MADE: MORE CLEARLY AND MORE: PORCEFULLY BY KISSINGER
IN HIS NOVEMBER R4 SPEECH AND AY A hﬁsxﬁa-n&t;s‘GON!nugﬂaﬁx*oﬁl'
OF THEM I8 THAT THE US I8 EDBINGy NOT AS FASY A3 THE CHINERE
COMMUNISTS NOULD LIKE BUT 8TILL EDGING, TUWARD SEVERING

378 DIPLOMATIC RELATIONOMIP WITH AND DEFENSE COMMITMENT T THE:
TAINAN GOVEANMENY WMILE MAINTAINING COMMERCIAL AND QTHER SUBw-
OFFICIAL: TIES WITH IT, THE QTMER POINT I8 THAT THE US GOVERNMENT
MAY BE CLOSER THAN MOST PEOPLE ARE AWARE 70 REARRANGEMENT OF.

TS TIES WITH AND RELATIONSHWIP TO 30UTH KOREA, KISSINGER SAIDY.
NE ARE READY TO TALK TO ANY INTERESTED COUNTR¥=wINCLUDING
NORTH KOREAwe- ABDUT THE FUTURE OF KOREA, FROVIDED ONLY THAT
SOUTH KOREA I8 PRESENT," | Cot

JOHN DBBORNE:

A
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