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By Joseph Lelmld

No one will be even mxldiy surprised when

| Air Force One rolls to a stop on 8 runway in Peking

shis week and the first of China's 12 Deputy
Primse Ministers, Teng Hsiao-ping, steps forward
to greet the second President of the United States
to visit his eountry, Gerald R. Ford. And yet,
if you think your way back to the perspective
of Richard Nixon's trip nearly four years ago,
the !ung-piauned ritualistic encounter between
these two men is nothing less than astoundmg.

On the American side, it took the copping of .

a plea by a Vice Presidmt_ and the foreed resigna-

L

a turnabout comparable to

tion of a mmt‘.w»m_n took o4 the Chinese
side wag every bif as ztonning and unforeseen. =

1t took-—in a word—-a resurrection, :

Doa’t be misted. by his title: Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Teng (pronounced “Duig™) is the effective head
of the Chinese Govermment and, as such, one
of the worlid's most consequential figures. I that

fact-has yet to -be widely recognized osutside
China, it i% becsuse he arrived in-that, position
) almmthysmdth.admnghismnottmmthe

wings but from limbo. Four years ago Gerald Ford

may have been 3 minor political figure at home and-
a nobody on the world scene, Teng was less then

a nobody, Politically, he was a nonperson, hawng
been the second moat vilitisd figure in China during

t.!w Great Prohurhu cmuum anl\mnn surpnssed .

Once vilified as a

o demqn and ‘freak,”

- - Teng is back as
- first among equals.

N EW @JEET £

lf the next U. S Presndent togoto Pekmg
were named Richard Nixon, Americans would witness

that of Chma 'S eﬂectwe Ieader Teng Hszao—pmg

& o
in ignominy only by the dem
Shao-chi. Red Guard publicats

- “heiryus ¢rimes,” stigmath
’ seem%ws a “demea™ and
“hourganis - revisionist,”" “ca
"counteiavodummry. m
" suggestedh'that he was redes
deeply and tharoughiy,™ urge
- the heady, Dlissinlly #narchun
Commune was bricfly prom
China, "Struggie agsinst him
and rendered.'tepugnant.’ Bx
and cust hinn he can
.- Down with Tend 'umwmgr

Henry Kmmm % said W
remarkable comebwck of th
Nixon's, cirea 1952. That pl

but suggests ‘@ usagle
to go to China 15
will haver witne:
fortunes mmpq_nblt
rse, more is at stak
\Now nearing 72,
in- any ‘cass, to be other
figure. That fact doesa't
does make\his task sven 1
put, that task is to preserve
-unity in the Wilticult and =
of succession lhat will follo
Tse-tung snd Chou En-lai.
©  In fact, the arifuily stages
already well-advanced. Prin
. TV, is thought to be criricath

be 82 nelit month, appesrs m
liticaity alect C'!ﬁ

‘been increasingly evident fo
of replacing M borders ¢
for Mao is noti simply par
embodiment of tha revolution

2 tion, irreplaceable. Still, if be

o “MMMM“
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{ater and—a second if—
dominant in the Co
nable guess, now ar

marked ol a2 first amone &
leadership that Chou careiuliy
the start of\\he year.

To say thal na.lyﬁ: ot Chur
1y understand\ dhe terms s
re-surm:tmn is pume )
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