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| Report Could Balk FBI Breals-In Probe |

By Bruce TMoward .
Washinzton Pt Statlf Writee

The Chicago office of the FBI is
nearing completion of a 500-page re-
port showing that the radiecal Weather

Underground, a tarzet of bresk-ins
by FBI azents, received financial sup-
port from Cuba, according to sources
clase o the afents, The report, if cone
firmed, could hinder a Justice Depart.
ment investigation of the FBRILdirceted
burglaries.

Top FBIL officials authorized the re-
port last month in an ¢ffort to stop
the JJuslice Department’s criminal in-
vestization of more than 30 current
and former FDBI agonts connected
with a number of burglarics of the
Bomes and offices of persons with ties
- 10 the Weather Underground in Now

York, the sources sald,

The agents who are the targels of
3 the Justice probe are eagerly awaiting

completion of the report, which they
feel will force | the department to
abandon 1be cases agaiust them,

Reeent eourt eases have indicated

that it may be legal for Zovernment'

agents, ecling with the authorization
of the President or the Attoracy Gen-
eral, to conduct warrantiess searches
and wirctaps if the tavzet is a threat
to nationd} sccurity and has connee-
tions with a forcign government, It is
not known whether the hreak-ins be-
ing investigated fall under thig cate-
ory. .

in the past six months' the Justice
Department has dropped twwe criminal
investizations of government officials
involved with warrantless break-ins
beeause the targels had foreign cutd-
nections. . -

A high Justice Department source.
. confirmed that there is growing cone

cern in the department that cvidence
of foreign support for the Weather

Underground has complicaled, and
pevhaps weakened, Ltheie ease azainst
the agents.

However, the source said that prose-

cutors arc intent or continuing the in- -
. vesligation at this polat because they |

feel they should obtain more informa-

tion about the break-ing before decid:

ing their stratesy,

Last weck Juslice officials impa-
ncled a grand jury in New York Lo be-

gin hearing evidence in the break-ins.
The Justice source said that the
prosccutors are beginning to refocus |
their Investization on foriner top FRI'
officials, including Edward.S. 3Miller,
former bureay intelligence chief, and |
W. Mark Felt, {ormer associatle dirce |
tor of the burecau. - o ‘ ;
Doth Felt and #liller annouuced
publicly last weck that they approved
break-ins in New York under a policy

See FBI, AT, Col. & i

Report Could Balls FBI Break-Ins Probe

FBI, . From Al

established by former dirvector L. Pat-
rick Gray 1.

Felt and Miller had not heen inter.
vicwed by Justice investizators before
thete disclosures in the press Jast
weck. Both were subpoenaed the day
after thelr disclosures to appear be-
forc the prand jury in New York,

In addition to the court decisions on
break-ins involving foreign intelll-
gence activities, prosecutors are wor-
rled that two previous decisions by
the depirtment not to prosecute lop
Intellipence officials for authorizing
break-ins in matters involving foreiga
intelligenee and national security may
preciude thelr bringlng a case against
FBI officials for the New York break-
Ins, according to sources

In February the Justice Department
deeided io drop possible criminal
charyes against former CIA Director
Rithard Helms, other CIA officials
ane Fairfax City police involved in a
break-in at a Faicfax City photogra-
phy studio.

It is also knownt that the depart-
ment decided not {o prosecute Gray
for authorizing an FBI burglary in
Dallas in the {all of 1972

Buth cases were dropped because
the burglaries invaelved foreign gov-
ernments and national securlty. mat-
ters, actording to sources in the de-
partment,

. Jack B. Solerwilr, s lawyer repre-
sepling zpproximately 20 of the FBI
agents inNew York under investiga-
tion, also reported that he has learned
that the Weather Underground was
recelving financial support from hos
tile foreign gevernments, However,
Solerwitz said he loarned of the con-
nection from his own investinations,

and not from elassified documents -

prepared by the FBL ‘

Another attorney representing some
DI agenis under investigation’ has
called for the Justice Department to
abandon its criminal Investigation in
Ight of the Chicago report and the
diselosures by Felt and Miller that the
break-ins were authorized under bu-
roau policy.

The attorney, Edward Morgan, said,
“Now that the icgal premise for this
prosecution has ¢roded, it 1s certalnly
in the best interest of preserving the
FDI and of sparing these {ine young
men who have heen put throush enny-
mous emotional stralt, to candidly

[

‘eonclude the entire matter at this

time.”

" A Justlce Depariment official hag
no comment.

However, a high Justice source sald

that prosceutors still fegl there will
be at least one or two Indictmenis of
top burecau officials, though there is
growing conecrn that recent develop.

‘ments and the current law *will make

convictions difficult, if not impossi.

N ble..l

Miller and Felt sald publicly last
week that they felt the break.ins were
legal and justified because they were
part of 2 burcau attempt to neutralize
2 terrorist group. The Weather Under-
ground has claimed responsibility for
numergus bombings, inciuding the
1971 bombing of the Capitol and the
1972 hombing at the Pentagon,

Felt said that he was proud of his
role in authorizing the break-lns, and
that he feit he “had an obligation™

Defense altorneys involved in the
case, but not representing dMiller
Felt, said that the threats involvedin
the Helms and Grey decisions wera
not as scrious or immediate as in the
Weather Underground case, .

"
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Slain M o‘i’)stef Claimed )
Cuban Linkto JIK Death

T
By ltonald Kessler and Laurenee Stern i
wWashington Part Stall Writers

Long hcfore his recent murder,

John Nossclli, the CILV's underworid
reeruit in attempls to Kill Fitlel Cas.
tro, had been privately claiming that
2gents of the Cuban premvier, in retali-
ation, were involved in the assaxsina-
tion of President John F. Kennedy.
Rossefli's helief In a Cuban cunnec-
tion 1o the Kennedy assassination was
exprossed through his atlorney, ¥d-
ward P, Morgan, to the FBI as long
azo as March, 1967, and also o private
coiversations with a longtime associ.
_ate of Rosselli who participaled in

- A longtime assoclate of Rosselli
who was” interviewed scparately by
The Washington Post, said (here was
no question In the slain mobster's
'‘mind that President Kennedy ias'
Xilled on Castro's behall in reprisal
for the CLX schemes against the Cy-
Jban leader!

+ “Ie was positive; he was sure,” said
the assoclate, who knew Rosselli well

]

Rosselli disappeared from his Florida
home on July 28. The associate, who
does not want te be jdentified pub-
licly, is scheduled to de interviewed
this week by Dade County, Fla,, homi-

mectings between Resselll and the
CIA. . .

An FBI “blind memevandum™ on
an interview with  Morgan  dated

March 21, 1967, was lnc!udcd. withes* O

. jdentilication of the intervicwee, in .
last June's Scnate Intetligence Com-.;

mittce's report on the role of the in-
tellizence community in the Keanedy
assassinution investigation.

Morgan told the FBI that Rossclli
and another Morcan client had in-
farmed him that Casire became aware
of CIA assassination congpiracies
auainst him and “thereafler employed
teams of individuals who were dis-
patched to the United States for Lic
purpose of assassinaling Mv. Kco-
nedy.”

RBecause neillier MorZan nor Ros
sclli were identified In the Scnalc re-

cide detectives, e was o party to Ros-
selli's contacts In the carly 1960's willt
CIA case officers oversecing the ate
tempts to assdssinate Castra.

collective conclusion of all offielal
U.S. government investigations into
the Kennedy assassination-—including
the Warren Commission, the FBI and
the CIA=has been that there was no
cvidence that implicated the Castro
government or any of fts agents.

i However, the CIA's invalvement In
the schemes to assassinate  Castro
were not divulged to the Warren Com-
mission, and knowledrc of them was
confined until 1567 to a small, clite
circle of the U.S, intcllizence commu.
nity. President Johnson apparently
first learned about the schemes only
after & March, 7, 1067, columa by the

port. the signiticance of that portion
of the I0Epage document was lis-
counied at the time it was published
in June. belore Rossclli's disappear-j
sance and the subséquent discovery of
Ihis body in an il drum in Florida
swalers, The Washington Post, however,
‘has confirmed that Morgan and Rosselli
swere the sourves of the testimony that
rsugzested a Cuban role in the Ken-
‘nedy murder. :

; Morgan's account, accerding fo a
-summary of the FBI inlerview, was
‘that Rossolli had reached his eancly.
sion about a Cuan vonncetion to the
Keanedy assassination from
“foedbnek™ furnishedd by sources close

late Drew Person, which prompied
Johnson to order a CIA investigation
of the highly sensitive episode,

* Full delails of the ClA-underworld
callusion in the plots to kili Castro
did net surface publicly until the pub-
lication 1ast year of the Scnate Intelli-
gence Committec’s assassination re-
ort and the ensuing report last June
on the possible role of the intellicence
agencies in the Kennedy assassination
and investization.

The body of Rosselli., who lved
jﬂamboynntly in a world of mobsters,
i politicians and. playgirls, was found
! two weeks apo In an Inverted oil drum

weishicd with chaing but buoyed by

Ll

and was in contact with him Yefore -

Despite oceasional speculation, the

Ao Castro who were involved intie CIA panwes from decomposition on  the
‘plots to assassinate the Cuban leader. | acean's surface off the coast of Miami,
o “His (Morzan's) clients were aware The specific cause of death was deter-
of the identity of sowne of the individ- mincd by an autopsy to be asphyxia-
uals who came to the United States (tion, ‘
for this purpose and he understood | :
‘that t'vo such individuzls were now in : '

- the state of New Jersey,” the FBI in- ;
Aerview summary stated. |

- had decided to retaliate®

Last year, an underworld coljeague’
of Rosselll, Sam (Momo) Giancans,
who also had been recruited by the
CIA in the effort to kil Castro, was
found shot to death in his Chicago
home In what police deseribed as g
highly professional jobh by assallants
who penetrated the  mohster's per-
Sonal security seraen. Giancona was
due to testiy before the Scnate Intols’
ligence Committee shortly alter his
gdemise,

. Neither murder has been solved.

' The passibility that Rosselli's mur.
der might have been rolated to his
Scnate testimony on the CIA schemes
4o kill Castro has brought the FBL|

into the investigation at the request
of Attorney Genersl Edward H. Levt.: !
The Involvement of Rosselll, Glan- |
cana and other underworld igures— |
principally . Santos Trofficante of |
Tampa, Fla, whose opedime Havana'
gambling enterprises fell hostage” in
1939 to the Cuban revolution-in plots |
against Castro had been a closely held
secret within the top echalons of th
CIA and FBI untif recently.

The tangled chronology of suppres. |
sion and eventual disclosure, although °
detailed in the June repori, has ree
ceived little public attention. Rossel
1i's murder adds significance te those
events,

Here is the sequence, pieced Lloe
gether from the testimony givon to
Scnate intelligence investigators: !

Columnist Drew Pearson went lo-l
the late Chicf Justice of the United
States Earl Warren late in January,
1967, and 1old him that a Washington
Jawyer had confided to him that onej
“had attemnpted to assassinate ¥idel!

of his clicnts sald the Unlted States
Castro in the carly 19605 and Castro !
[}

Warren declined Pearson's sugges-
tion that he sce the lawyer, whoe was
Edward Morgan., Warren referred the
matter to then Seeret Service Dirce- .
tor James J. Rowley, wha on Feb, 13, -
1967, wrote FBI Dirgetor J. Edzar Ho-
ovet, informing him of the allegations. '

_ Hoover sent the Rowley lotter to six
senlor buteaun officials on an “eyes.
only" basis. There I¢ no record of FRI -
meetings or discussions of thosa alle-
gations. At that point the gensitive lot-
ter hounced back and forth in the -
hirher reaches of the FBI buresue
racy.

The job of responding to Rowley's
letter was assigned to the supetvisor
of the FBI's General Investigotive Di-
vision who was given responsiilily for
the averall assassination investigation
fn March 1964,

&

<
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©. prepared a dralt reply to the Rowley ,

~ FBI officlal added in later testimony

- , The interview was assigned to two

_ because it was the Domestle Intelli-

tro to. assassinate President Kenne.;

i
This official's job wax eomplicated |
by the fact that he had never been in-
formed of what Hoover and his closest
circle of confidents In the FBY learned
early in 1962.-that the CIA was
deeply  Involved in  assassination
attempls against Castro, and promi-
nent Américon underwaerld figures, in-
fluding PRosselli and Giancana, had
‘been recruited for the attempts.
So on Feb. 13, 1967, the FBI officia!

Jetter for his superiors saying “our in-
vestization uncovered no evidence In.
dicating Fidel Castro officials of the
Cuban (iovernment were fnvolved
with Lee Harvey Oswald in the assag-
sination of President XKennedy. This
bureay is not conducting any invest]-
gation reparding this matter” The

that “everyone in the higher echelony
read thiz, . >

Drew Pesrson went ahead and pub-
lished a column on March 7, 1967, ref.
erring to reports that CIA schomes.
gagalnst Castro’s life In 1863 “may
have resufted in a counterplot by Cas-

dy.” - .

Ten days later, Alarvin Watson, one
of Lyndon Johason’s chicf deputies,
called FBI assistant director Cartha
Deloach with the message that “the |
Piesident had instructed that the FBI
interview (Morgar) concerning any
knowledge he might have regarding
the assassination of President Ken-
nedy.” . .
DeLoach fold Watson that it ap-
peared Margzan “did not want to be in-
terviewed, and even if he was fnter-
viewed he would probably not divulge
the fdentity of his sources . . .” Wat.
son persisted, however.

“Undcer the ecireumstances” De-
Loach concluded in' a2 memo for the
fites, "it appears that we have no al-
ternatlve but to Interview (Morgan)
and then furnish the results to Wat.
gon jn blind memorandum form.™

agenls from the FBI's General Investi-
gative Division, which the Senatg' ]
eommiilee concluded was “puzzling

genee Division which had becn as-
signed responsibility for investigating 4
possible foreign involvement in the
assassination. -

Noither agent was privy to the °’
knowledge, confined to Hoover and

Rhis tap ailos, of the CIA's assassina- 3

tion plots against Castro. Both agents
testifled elght years later that they |
wore “surprised” when MovZan al-
luded during the interview to UG, at-
tempts to assassinate Castro.

wrhese azents stated that  they
could not cvaluale the Jawyer's
(dnrran’s) allegations or question him
in detajl on them, since they had not
been dricled on tho CIA assassination
efforts,” the Senate committee ob-
-served.

“No Objection To

-

glot

*

. No Objection To Declassificati

On March 21, 1967, the FBI's Wash-
ington Ficld Office sent headquarters
ten caopies of 2 blind memorandum
summarizing the interview with Mor-
gan,

In 2 Senate Tntelligence Committee
summary of the FBI interview, Mor-
gan was r¢ported to have acknowl-
edged that his clienls were “on the
fringe of the underworld” and that
they faced “possible prosccution in a

LX)

“Morxan also told the FBI, according

to the summary, that Castro had em-
ployed “teams of Individuals who
were dispatched to the United States
for the purpose of assassinatiny Presi-
dent Kennedy.”

It was not clear then—nor is it to-

——

crix'?c not related to the assassipation l

day—why Morgan came forward at.

that time to bring Rosaelli's story to

Declassification in Full 201
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the cars of the nation's highest law

enforcement anthorities,

It may be relevant that Rosselli had
setious legal problems at the time,’

In May, 1966, the FBI threatened to
deport him for living in the United
States under an assumed name unless
he eooperated in an investigation of
the Mafia (his true name was Filippo
Saco), At the time, he reachied a CIA
cotitact from the anti-Castro conspir.
acy days, CIA sceurity diveetor Col,
Shefficld Edwards, who informed the
FEI that Kosselll wanted to *kecp
square with the buceau” but was
afraid that the mob mizht kil him for
talking. - .

In 1967, after he was arrested for
Eambling fraud at the Friars Club in
Beverly Hills, Rosselli approached his
Iormer CIA case officer, William Har-
vey, who sought unsuccessfully to in-
tercede in the prosccution. -

It was against this background th::tt
‘Morgan went, first to Dew Pearson,

. and then the FBI, with Rosselll’s sen-

sational allegations of CIA plotting
against Castro and the Cuban counter-
espionare directed against Presitdent
Kennedy.

Last Apeil Rosselli told the Scnate

intelligence Committee he had no ree-
ollection of elther receiving informa-
tion that Castro retaliated azainst
President Kennedy or of having dis.
cussed it with AMorgan. Thigs meant ei-
ther that Rosselli suffered aslramatic
meniory loss or that Moszan's state-
ment to FBi azents nine years carlier
was a pure invegtion, a serigus risé

cstablished Washinatog lawye

No commilfce seurce coulc( explai
the diserepaney, and Merizan declined
ta conlirm that Ressclli was the client

| in question or to discuss either his
. allezations against’ the Cuban govern-

ment or his recent testimony.

|

e

The Internal FBI memo ont tha 1967

. Interview with Morgan was sent to

- headquarters with a transmittal slip

saying: “Na further investization is

being conducted by the Washington

tield office unless it is advised to the
contrary by the Bureau®

The Senate fntelligence committee,

. In commenting on this position, said
that “had the inlerviewinz agents
known of the ClAa-underworld plots
apainst Castro, they would have been
aware that the lawyer had clients who
had been active in the assassination
plots.” ‘

On March 21, FBI headquartery for-
warded the Washinaten ficld office
memo to the White flouse, the attor-
ney general and the Secrot Service, It
did not reecommend any further in-
vestigation of Morgan's. allegations,

On the evening of the following
day. President Johnson called CIA Di.
rector Richard Al Helms to the White
House, The next morning, March 23,
1felms ordered the CIA Inspector flene
eral to prepace a report on the CIA
involvement in the assassinalion plots
—~Operalion 'Mongoose—of which
Helms bad full knowledge at the time
they were exceuted.

By May 22, Helms briefed President
Johnson on the pesults. There is, how-
ever, no evidence thal Helms beicfed
the President on the November, 1963,
plot—one of cight major schemes on
Castro's life from 1860 to 19G5—to as-
sassinate the Cuban Ieader through
the employment of an azent with the
ceryplonymn AMLASH. His identity
was revealed as Rolanda Cubcela, a
1961 CIA "recruit” wilh close access

- to Castro.

CIA operatives turned over assassi-
natin equipment to Cubela during 2
Paris meeting an November 22, 1363—
the day President Kennedy was killed
in Dallas. Therc has been sybsequent
speculation that the mereurial gnd
talkative Cubela was cither a double
agent or belag monitored by Cubar
intelligzence, .

Duyring the later days of his prasi-

- dency, Mr. Johnson spoke cryplically

of a “Caribhcan Jurder Incorpo-
rated” tarpeted against Fidel Castro,
The inspiration for that stalement un-
doubledly was the CIA iaspector gen-
eral's report fie srdered Helms to have
prepared, '

Within the past year, Rossclii and
two of his co-canspiraters in the Cas
tro assassination schemes have died,
Giancana at the hands of a profes-
alonal hit man and Harvey as the re-

'\?lﬂlt of a ymogsive hear? ajtack™ last

une.” Y ! S

-':Mrs. Wil)iam -'"‘h't?ey, the widow of }

the deceased CLA official, sald she
suspected no f{oul play in her hus-
band's death. She did, however, .teu
The WashinzZton Post that ald:re-
eeived a catl after Rasclli's dlsappear-
ance in late July wacning her that Cu-
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bans appearced to be attempting to
wipe out all those who participated in
the anti-Castro plots, .

Tha eall, she sald, came from an old
friend who was acquainted with Ros-
sclli's sister, whose name )s Edith Dai.
gle, Mra, Harvey soid that Murs. Daigle
told the rautual acquaintance that the

" Nosselli family had received a tele-

phone threat from unidentified Cu-

. bans prior to Rosselll’s disappearance.

She also sald that Rosselll had gone to
meet tha Cubpns in an effort to pro-
teet his family.

Mrs. Daigle could not be reached by
The Washington Post. But another sls-
ter of Rosselil said she had heard of
no such threats or warnings.

Horvey, who dird at age 60 and
whose exploits as a clandestine opera-
tor are both legendary and controver-
slal within the auency, testified to the

- Senate Intellience Committce, He

had became Rosselli's ease officer in
Qperation Mongoose and supplied the
mohster with poison pills, explosives,
detonators, rifies, handguns, Tadios
and boat radar for transmission to
anti-Castro Cuban agents. Harvey and
Rossclll, @ CIA superior testificd to
the Scnate commiltee, “develaped a
close friendship.”

Another CIA official who worked
with Resselll, Jamex P, O'Connell, wag
asked it he knew whelher the agency
transmitted informalion to the mob-
stetr on possible Cuban fnvolvement In
the Kennedy assasinatiop. He repted
that Jie was out of the country at the
time Kennedy was killed, and had no
further comment,

Two months before the Kennedy as-
gassination, Lee Harvey Oswsld, who
was identified hy the Warren GCommis-
sion as Kennedy's merderer, had trav-
eled to Mexico Cily in .an altempt to

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-267-4-17-3
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gain entry to Cuba, Accerding to the
Warren Commission, Oswald repre-
scnted himself as the head of the New
Orlcans branch of the Fair Play for
Cuha organizatinn and a friend of the
Cuban Revolution.

Some three months before Kennedy
was killed, Castro told Associated
Press reporter Danlel Harker that
U.S. Jeaders alding terrorist plans to
pliminate Cuhan leaders would them.
selves not be safe.

A US. rovernment commitlee coor-
dinating policy toward Cuba at the
time agreed there is a strong liklihood
that Castro would retsliate in some
fashinn, Iowever, it concluded Castro
would not risk a major confrontation
with the U.S, by attacking U.S. lead-
ors.

On the same day Kennedy was is--
sassinated, a CIA officer met with a
hizh.rankinz Cuban official, who had
said he would kill Castro. to tell him
the U.S. would provide him with ex-
plosives and a poisen pen device,

While the Senate Intejligence Com
mittee said it found no evidence suffl-
cient lo Justify a conclusion that the
Kennedy assassination.was part of a
conspiracy, it alse sdid US. azencies
did riot properly investizate the assas-
sination or tell the Warren Commis-
sion about the CIA piots en Ciastro’s
life.

“Thore 15 no indication that the FBI
or the CIA dirceted the Interviewing
of Cuban sources or sources wilthin
the Cuban exlle community.® the Sen-
ate cornmiltee said. .

According to a former FBI officia
in charge of key aspects of the FRUs
probe of the Kennedy.murder, the
FBI ncver satisfactorily determined
what Oswald planaed to do in Cuba or
what he had Jone in Russia

1/04/28 - LOC-HAK-267-4-17-3
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Ford’s Staff to Outline Stl‘ategy;
This Week for Fall Campaign -

By Edward Walsh
Washington Post Rlall Writer

VAIL, Colo, Aug. 21 — A few
weeks!;'go, a political aide io Presi-
dent Ford was asked about strategy
for the {all eampaign, There were twa
opilona,. ... .

Ope called for Mr. Ford to he
“presidential,” sticking close fo the
White fouse, travellng only to give
major specches on his - vision for
Ameriea. The other was the so-called
“Truman oplion,” calling for the kind
of whirlwind, whistlestop campaign

" that rescued Harry Truman's presi-
dency In 1948, i
“Well,” the aide replied, “like every-

thing else in this campaign, it will be !

decided by a committee. That means
he'll probably end up glving a series
of lofty presidential spooches from
the back of a train In Kansas ™

* The committee meetings to plan the
details of the  fall eampalzn begin
here early next week. The Presidont
is reliably reported fo have accepted
the advice of those who have urged
him to restrict his campaign travel, at
Jeast through Scptember. He also has
made his first speech In Kansas.

Mr. Ford's ‘decision to stop in Rus
sell, Kan., the home of his vice presi.
dential running mate, Sen, Bob Role,
en route here Friday illustrated a cons
tral fact of his charater that no
amount of planning will change, The
President loves to campaign. Keeping
Rim close to the White House In an

- elaction year may not he easy.

What is Iikely to emerwe from next
week's strategy sessions here is 2 com-
bination of the two general options. It

would leave the brunt of the early |

campainging to Dele, while Mr. Ford
concentrated on preparing for the de-
bate or series of debates he has pro.
posed with democratie nnminee
Jimmy Corter. Late in the eampaign,
there would be intensive, personal
¢ampaigning by the President.

In & brigfing far reporler this morn-
ing, White House presy secrctary
Ron Nessen said Dole wili arrive here
Tuesday or Wednesday to participate
in the stralety sessions. Dele may ad-
drcss an Amerfean Legion convention
iz Seattle Tuesday, substituting for
the Prosident, who has heen constdep-
ing making the trip, Nessen said,
also said Ford campaign aidex
have not yet contracted Carter's nides
to Dhegin negotiations over ground
rules for the debales. He said the
President’s staff would mect late to-
day to begin considering what condi.

arter campalng o

}
I

k
}

. Mr Ford challenged Carter to de-
bate In his acceptance speech Thurs.
tay night, The decision to jssue the
challenge appeared o be based on
what the cxpericnce of the primary
campaing showed to be the Presi.
dent’s’stééngths and his weaknesses,

Despite the success of the aceept.
ance speech, for exarmple, Me, Ford is
nol a consistontly inspicing publlc
speaker. But e has shown that he can
handle toogh qucstioning with
aplomb. He impressed reporters in
January with o detailed briefing on
his budget proposals to Congress. The
next month, coolly answering Ques-
tions during 2 campalng appearance
at the University of Now Hampshire,
he defused a scgement of the crowd
that was openly hostile.

- Moreover, with more than 25 years'
experience in the federal government,
the President easlly cites the kind of
facls and figures that apparcd so im-
pressive when John F. Kennedy de
bated Richard M. Nixon in 1960,

Carter has no federal experience |
and is fighting 1o overtome the !
charge he is deltherately vagueé on -
specific {ssucs. He is thus likely to |
spend long hours preparing (o debate |
Mvr. Ford, limiting the time he can de-

vote to personal campaigninz,
Some of those who will take part

in next woek’s strateny sesslons ac-
companied Mr. Ford here Friday from
Kansas City, site of the Republi-
can Nalivnal Convention, They jn.
cluded White Iouse chiof of staff
Richard B. Chency, chicf specch
writer Robert ‘T, Hartmann and Ford
tt:ampai;:n chairman Rogers C, B. Mor
0. .

Others are duc here later, Siuvart
K. Spencer, political direetor of. the
tampaign committee, and Rohort
the commitlec's pollster, will arrive
Teeler, the committee's pollster, will
arrive Sunday night aftor participat-
inz in a meeting in aWshington car-
lier that day with state and regional
campaizn coordinatars,

The immedizte oredor of business”
here, howover, was
ety dut roll. Saon
his vacation home Friday, the tresi.
dent was out on one of the local
courses for & quick round of nine
holes.

e got vp at 8 this morning, and
two hours later was back on the golf
course, .

R T

not politicai steat- .
alter arviving at -

While Mr, Ford appeared to he re'!
l1axing from the rigors of his long pri
mary battle with Ronald Reagan and i
ke cxcitement of the GOP national
convention, First Lady Betty Ford-wng~
¥eported to be in considerabla pain
because of a chronle pinched nerve in
her neck .

“She’s really hurting,” said Dr. Wil-
liam Lukash, the President's physl.
cian. “She’s been suffering some very
real discomnfort.” .

Lukash said Mrs. Ford's. chronie
condition was aggravated by thp |
Slrain"f activitics at the convention, i
The most serious, he said, was when |
dhe joined the President on the con- |

vention platform after his acecptance !

+

speech Thursday night and lified both _
her arms over her head to acknow, |
edge the crowd's ovation.

Lukash said hot packs were being
applicd to Mrs, Furd's neek, He said
he expecicd the pain to subside, with.
no scrious  aftercffccts, once Mrs, )
Ford is fully rested, .

The bouyancy and good humor of ;
the Presidentl's staff following the ;
GOP convention was perhaps best 1)
lustrated by Nesten. He wandered:;
over to a reporter this merning to.
suggest & lacctioug schedule for the:|
First Family that saticized the pub.,
licily the Carter family has received:
in Plains, Ga., since the Demoeratie,
convention last month, . 1

“We'te poing to drain the pond to--|
morraw at 10" Nessea said, “At &,
we'll have the ball pame—we play :
hardball here. On Tucsday, thereil'i
be a photo opportunity at the open. !
inz of Susan's lemonade stand. And
Jack is practicing climbing a tree” .

Ty
Fi g
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~ Israel,

‘Ope

In Golan Heights

"1 nere nave been pathetic scencs ol

Ry H.D.S. Greenway
Wathinyton Foet Pateign Service

JERUSALEM, Aug, 21—-On the
windswept helghts of the Israeli-oceu
pled Golan, tensions between Syria
and Ierael have relaxed to such a de-

. gree that Israel may soon be able to

»open up the gotes a little bit” to al-
low familics scparated by thé ceasc-
fire line ta visit, according to lscaell
Detense Minister Shimon Peres.

Israel has had open bridges with
Jordan since the 1967 war, In Tecent .
wecks, the fences along the northern
border with Lebanon have beén

opened to allow a limited number of -

Lebanese {o enter Israel to receive
medical attentlon, shop and even to
{ind jobs. _

Now, for the first time, Isracl has
reccived “indications” that Syria may
allow a limited open-fonce policy on
the Colan to reunite {amilics, Peres
revealed in an interview. He said that
t.N. officials involved with the sepa-.
grlion of forces were exploring the
zatter with the Syrlans and that Is-
rael was awailing an announcement
{rom them,

If an agreement is reachcd, “we
shall have a very strange phcnqme-
non,” Peres sald, "a sea of hostilily
with open frontlers™ It ix not cx-
pected, however, that the Syrians

would agree to anything more than a -

very limited exchange or to anything
1ike the openfence policy on the Le-
‘banese baorder,

in recent months the Syrian Army, -

avily concentrated along
m:o;"lro,;&auoi line with xna,;_el. has
Pren withdrawing troops from the Go-
tan to fizht in Lebanon and to guord
‘the eastern {rontier with Iraq, Percs
said that Israel had nothing in the
way of a taclt understanding with
Syria but that “by now even the Syri-
ans should have learned that Israel is
not as cxpansionist &3 the Syrians
have clapmed.” :
1T a limited open-fence policy with
Sxria can be prrangod on the Golan, it
wi'l mean a great deal to the famitles,
mastly belonging to the [druze svet,
that have been scparated since the
1987 war. In the past, the Syrians
have allowed a very small number of
people, such as students who want to
study in Domascus, to pass throuzh
the cheekpoint at the bombed and
Tulnad town of Kuneitra.

jrbo

women on one tide of the un-con-
trolled butfer zone holding up babies
to show to relatives on the other side

and of families trying to talk to each

other with bull horns.

Syria, aecording to Peres, was faced

with a combination of “military
strength and political weakness” In

Lebanon. “They cannot overstep their

own red lines hecause they are afraid
of Arah reaction ond puzzled about

possible Ysracll reaction” he said.

Peres sald he did not expeet a quick

solution to the Lebanese civil war. It
appeared, he said, as if Lebanon were

moving toward a de facto portitinn

slmilar to that in Cyprus with two

separate administrations and a for

elan army, in this case the Syrvian, on

watch.

As for Isracl's other confrontation
Iine with Egypt, Peres said that by
and large, afler a very long pericd of
time, both parties are ¢njoying a rela-
tively relaxed situation angd a state of
de-caclation.” He said there were still
important and unresoived problems
coneerning  the interim  agreement
with Egypt In the Sinai, Dol ennsiday.
ing the whoie picture, Peres snid that
he could not complain that the Ezyp-
tians are breaking the agrecment

Thé interim azreement, which pro-
yvided for a Partial withdrawal of 1s-
racll forces in the Sinal and a UN,,

controlied buffer zone, was signed
Sept. 1, 1975,

Fercs mot Thursday with the chiet
coordinator of the U.N. peace-kecping
mission, Gen, Engio Sidasveo, who
had rocantly met with Peres’ Egyptian
counterpart, Gen. Alohamned Abdol
Gamassi. Following the meeting,
FPeres announced that, except for the
number of Egyptian troops stationed
east of the canal, the Egyptians had

! given satisfactory answers to Isracl’s
i complaints. .

. The agrcement allows for ejzht
‘l 'I',gfyp!inﬂ battalions to be stnti:nell"irf
i the Sinal. According to Israclf esti-
_mates, there are from 1§ - to - 18
~ Egyptian battalions in the Sinal, but

_ illu.- United Nalions puts the figure at

The FEuyptiafs.claim that the
crease iIs un paper and fn!!owst: tc:fr::
nical reorganization of thoir Iorccs’
rather than an increage in men, The:
Israclis say that the tecms of th
:;;rcement must be strictly adhere

# Iz waging, which Asracl focls is 3 viofy-

. the number of Eryptian troops In the

ety N
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Israel Is also upset over the conting.]
ing propaganda ¢campalgm that Egypt

* tlon of the agreement's spirit P
said that President Anwgr' Sadearl‘e:
speech at the conference of naonat.
Ngned Natlons is Sri Lanka “used
very harsh language which we
wouldn't expeet from a responsible
leader oven without an agfeement.” -
Besides the still-unresolved issue of

Sinal, other Israeli complaints Involve

helicopter overflights, alleged m!:slile i

sites and the administration of be-
doulns l{ving in the buffer zone, |

A Defense Ministry spokesman sald |
the Epyptfans have explained thelr
helicapter overflizhts in terms of nay.
igational errors ang have promised to -
do everything neegssary to0 prevent !
them. Peres ndmitted that there have |
been Isracli helicopter overflights as |
well, aithough not as serious as the
E:y?tian overtlights, and that the 7s.
raclis have put white-painted barrels
on the ground to prevent further er-
rors. :

The Isracli view of the some 7.0
Bedouins living $n the huffer zoné 0{3
that they should be under U.N. ton.
trol rather than Egyptian admlnistra. :
}lve control, After the Thursday mect- ;
ing, the Israelis are hopeful that the

: ‘hpztcd Nations can reach & solution
with Exypt to this problem,

The missile violations are poten.

tially more serious. The Isralis had i
complained that the Egyptions had |
- bulit three missile sites in the 10k}
-lometer zone of limited forces woest of
the canal. The Egyptians admitted to
'two and dismantied them. It was on.
nounced Thursday that the United Na-
tions agreed with Israel that there
was a third missile site ang the
United Notions promised to bring it
nppwuh the Epyplians,

cres said that although g sulutl
is cxpeeted to the missija sites :r:l:
lem west of the canal, there wore
“indlcations™ that the Egyptianz may

be building missile sites cast of the
tanal in the Sina, which would also !
be in violation of the agreement It |
:frg: to'c: early to }ell if the constmn-,
sites were for missiles, Pe
said. The Egyptians had denied &, hr:: !
the United Nations was investigating |
It, the Iscaelf defense minister ealg, |
Despite these vinlatlons, Peres said '
he consideced the agrecement to be a .
success hecause “The major aim of
the azreement was to change the situ. -
atinn frem a stote of tenston, bellizer -
cney and escalation to 5 state of relax.
ation, de-escalation and preparcdness
for the continuing search for a peace.
ful solution.” All things consldered, ¢
he said that the generai state of Sinaf :
alfairs “fustified the agreement™ = °

b e e e
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By Itohin Wright

H Soccist ta Thre Wiihinzton Roat

" $ALISBURY—The sirict dress code
at the swank bar of
kles Hote! nsed to
Yow another dress is common place:
the dull grcen of army fatijucs.

The ‘morning musle on Rhodesian
rodio used to feature bveezy show.
tuncs or jazz. Now programs are bro-
%en up with the ominous beat of mar-
tial musie. .

Unmtali's Cecil Tlotel used to he the
high spot for holiday-makers taking a
hreak in the Iush castern mountaing
Yordering Mozambique. Now the odly

clients there are journalists eovering

Rhodesia’s rapidly escalating guerritla

aar or Umiall residents who have

boen cvacuated from homes within
firing range of gucrrillas on the other
side of the dorder. '

The sighls
chanze in Rhodesia: The four-year-old

Salisbury’s Mei-,
be coat and tie!

reficet o  dramatie

Of War Spreads
Through Rhodesia.

iw
N -

11

3

AR .
- The Rhodesia erald has a new

classified advertising tolumn headed
“Killed in Action,” and another fifled
with condolences for security foree
troops who have dicd recently. The

small “filler” ilems, once ancedotes or

ront-news storics , Irom  around the

. world, have been replaced by items on

. fences, .
The holtest topic of conversationm

aucrrilla war has finally beeome: viske .

ble, conspiciously affecting every as- .

peet of Jife in the southern African
territory. .

Althouzh Insurgents have been ac

tive since 1972, until reeently the war
was limited to small arcas alony the

border. far from the urban arcas. A
stranzer in Sallstury  in” January
would not have been awpre of the

war. Rhodesta tended to shrug it off

then as o bothersome skirmish in dis
tant corners, ’

Byt it cannot be avoided anymore.

Tuc openine of new Ironts in the
southeast, porthwest and nn the wesl-
ern Botswana border, plus the peae-
tration ¢f Mozgmhigue based guerril-
tas decp inside Mhodesia since Febru-
ary, has dramatically cscalated the
war., : [ .

Tthadesig’s  milithry  enommander,
Gen. Peter Walls, admilted recontly
that ceafrontations with insuysients
are no longer limited to a few “sharp

ends” and that the “operational zone”
nuw encompasses the entice country.

The proof Is increasinely ovident.
Army trucks and soldiers roam the
streets of Salishury, thodesia’s other-
wisg siecpy littie capital, Cuntofing
civilians are so commonplace that- he-

@ ——— il 1

fels and public huildings provide

gun.-cheeking facilitics in the same
spitit as hatehorks in A smmeiens wus.
taurants.

" blos.

i

army convoy cscorls available in war
zonces, gun sterage facilitics, or ncw
shipments of materials for sccurity

here 18 how (o “minc-proof” cars {o
pientect apainst landmines planted by
Zuersillas, now in paved strects as
well as dirl roads.

"The governmenl has not yet de-
elared a state of war,” a Salishury ros-
faurateur oxplained, “bhut the only

Ahing we're lacking is an official

stalement. The proof of our situatie
is more visible cvery day.” .

Porhaps more important than 'ihc\
signs of a military buildup are tha ec- |
onomle indieators of Khodesia's trou-

. . - ;o '

. 3

Tourism, a vital source of everghort
foreipn exchange, has dropped
more than 30 per cent since-the new
yéar, even though the government has
drawn up a subsidy scheme of 28
much as 30 per cent for tousists. |, .

{ . cent

. i . . A

The killing of three South African
tourists on Easter Sunday and two
Spanish tourists Jast week is expected
to further discowrape potential visi-
tors, despite army convoys thal exeort
dbivers on several main roads.

1

/

‘Industrial production and manufac-
turing have declined hy almost 10 per
¢cnt because of materiat snd mon- |
powet shortages, according to, South :
Alvica's Financial Mail. 5o many busi- |
nesses are running on skeleton stalls l
beeause of extended callups of army ¢
reservisls that a new oranization has |
been  formed (o mwdilize  skilled
women or retired persons w replace
men seut to the apecational Zonts Ii

The defense budaet hiag soaled from ¢

73 million in 1972, when hostilitics ;

Hiyan, ta 96 millioa this year, forcing
fnepeascs’ in sales tax and cusipmnsg

“duties.
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Forcizn exchange In sanctioned
Rhodesia has all but dried up as funds
are diverted for purchase of wat ma-
{ericls, Shop owders and food store
managers who used to brag about be-
ing able to provide any item by “faul {;
menns or fair” despite imposed sane

tiuns complain of major shortages,

Ardonz the vanishing govds: vhise
koy, | china-ware, hatleries,” ‘raior
biades, cheese, Vacuum cleaners, hosi-

. ery, hair dricrs, lewelry, flish, light

bulbs, {rozen fuods and [acial tissues,.

The manager of -a larze department
store in Salishury predicls a severe
toy shartage for Christmas. The wails
ing list for a new Peugcot automobile
iz ot least Owo years, And all wines cx-
cept Rhodesia’s own varicty-—called
rotgut by the locals—has vanished, i

Yven forcignexchange holiday al-
towances have boen slashed. In July,
the povernment cut sltecations from
$339 to $220 a person a year,

The impact of these new signs indi-
cating increasing military and cco-.,
nomic troubles has made a heavy
mark on Rhodesla's 270000 whites,
outnumbered raore than 20 Lo one by
Alricans.

Emirration of whites Is rising rap-
idly, with monthly figures since April .
surpassing all records since Prime
Minister Smith declared unilateral jo-
dependence in November 1965, -1 - .

In July the government also cut al-
Jocotions to families Icaving Rhodesla k
from $4,240 to $390 to discourage fur-
ther cmigration. But the goslure only §
forced up the black-market roles. Not-
mally the Rhodesian dollar pays |
sbout 51.60. Now the "unolficial” rate )
is on¢ for one, ‘

House saler have become inereas.
inzly diffieuit. A newly arrived fore
cign correspondent rented & com- ¥
pleicly furnished, sixbedroom house [
with ponl and tennis court on Salis.
bury’s most exclusive Orange Grove
Drive for $20 a. month because the
owner could not scll it. :

-y
'L
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in Lockfeed Udse
' By Andrew Horvat S
spatiad 16 The Washinglen Post

TOKYO, Aug. 21—Former Transport Minlster .
Tomisaburg Hashimoto today beeame the third high
figure of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party to be
arrested for brivery charges stemming from Japan's
Lockheed scandal, ‘

Hashimoto, 73, is suspected to have reccived 2
815,668 bribe from a $100,000 ¢heck passed by an
officer of the Lockheed Aircrait Corp. to its local
agents for distribution as payoifs to Japanses poli-
ticians, the prosecutor's office said.

Like Takayuki Sato, the deputy minister of fans-
port who was arrested on charges of bribery yester-
day, Hashimoto is suspected of having heiped Lock-
hiced’s sales of TriStar jetliners by forcing the
Transport Minlstry to postpone permisgion on the
introductlon of aivbuses until the 1.8, aircraft com-
pany's own.wide-bodied jets were ready for market-
ing. . . _ ‘

Hashimoto is a chlef licutenant of former Prime
Minister Kakuel Tanaka, whose faction is still the
Jargest and most powerful In the ruling Liberal
Democratie Parly despite Tanaka’s indictment on
Aug. 16 for bribery. : .

Hashimoto's arrest {s expected to renew charses
from conservatives within the parly that Prime Min-
tster Takeo Miki Is destroying the party by what
one clder has termed “an overly enthusiastic pur-
suit of the Lockheed probe,”

Mike's position as head of the badly divided party

. was made more difficult today by an article in Ja-

pan's largest national daily alleging the jnvolve
ment of his righthand man, Yasuhiro Nakasone, in
the sales of Lockheed TriStars. - :

The Asahl Shimhun newspaper printed- 2 three
page interview with Lockheed's former vice chair
man and president, A, Carl Kotchian, who cngi-
neered the sales of 21 TriStar jois by using an $8.3

. malltion fund. He I8 quoted as saying, “I was told we

were having difficulties so we will have to get Naka-
sone to clear things up.” .

Nakasone, the parly secretary general .and the
Icader of the faction supporting Miki's continued
rule, was minister of international trade and indus-
try in Tanaka's Cobinet. Kotehian told the newspa-
per that on Oct. 5, 1972, his company's sceret agent,
powerbroker Yoshio Rodama, phoned Nakasone at
his ministey office and asked him to defuse a con-
spiracy inside the Cabinet that, Kotchian was told,
had formed to prevent Lockheed from successiully
completing lts sales.

_ kasone wonld force Mlki to step down, and that §

ment ofliclals,

- make payoffs in the name of All-Nippon Airways,

' b

SN

Kotchlan sald Kodama told him that Nakasone
would fix evervthing by the next day. The former
Lockheed exceutlve is quoted as saying “When I
met Prime Minister Tanaka's sccretary the day al-
ter the phone call, everything was all right.”

Nakasone’s office today sald the account of Naka-
sonc's role 1n the Lockhecd scandal was “pure fabrl-
cation.”

“On Oct. 5, 1972, Nakasone wzs in northern Japan,
and not in his office at the ministry, and the'next
morning he was back in Tokye attending a meeting
of his faction whicl started at 7:30 am.” 2 Spokes
man for Nakasone sald, .

It Is generally belicved that a resignation by Na-

——

T e = e e

Lockheed probe,
_Kotchian told the newspaper that the Marubenl i
Corp., Lockhecd's Japanese agent newspaper had
satd that payoffs were the rule in Jipan when mak-
ing requests for special consideration from govern-

such a step would probably mean an end to the §

e money that Hashimoto is accused of having
recefved on Oct. 31, 1972, went from Lockheed’s To-
kyo office to the Marubenl Corp. with the under.
standing that one of its exccutives would use it to

Kotchian said. Starting in October 1972, All-Nipon
Alrways purchased 2L Lockheed TriStar jets for a
4otal of $430 million. .

The Asahi Shimbun sald It is possible that Maru-
beni Corp. snd All-Nippon Alrways disposed of the
money they extracted from Lockheed in ways that
differed from their explavations to Kotchian. Kote-
nian said he was told that Sato would reccive
$12,000, hut yesterday Sato was arrcsted on charges
of receiving a 36,000 bribe.

Kotchlan deaied any connection between former
Presldent Nixon's administvation and Lockheed's
sales to Japan,

Anpoungement of the $430 milion dollar purchase
came in the wake of the Nixon-Tanaka summit heid

_ in Hawall in Jate August 1972 “I don’t hiame people ;

for thinking we had Nixon's backing because we -

" tricd very hard to give that impression,” Kotchian is )
. guoted as saylng. . .

i

."‘
FLJ
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Saudis Become "
. Chief Exporters ‘
CfCiito US. ! -

By Roberta Hornlg
Washingtor Star Siafl Writer

i Saudi Arabia this Kear became the
; chief oil supplier to the United States,
 acecounting for about 23 percent of
this nation's imports, . ,
: + Government statistics show that
the Middle East kingdom — which
+ imposed an 0il embargo on the
United States in the wake of the 1973
-Arab-Israeli war — has replaced, for
the first time, Nigeria, Indonesia and
Canada, - .
During the embargo, Saudi Arabia
accounted for bewteen € and 12 per
cent of the country’s imports.

A SPOXESMAN for the Arabian- :
American 0il Co. (Aramco) said the
Saudis’ oil importance “began eacly
this yene and has remained eonsist-
ently this way through the months."”

According to goverment statisiics
for the ficst six months of 1376 —
compiled by the federal Bureau of
Mines and the Federal Energy
Administration — the United States
imported an average of 4.7 million
barrels a day from Yanuary to June. °
More than 1 million barrels a2 day
came from Saudl Arabia.

- ———
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Aomination Due ivext Week .

-~
By Jersminh O'Leary
© Washington Star Staff Writey

Ralph E, Becker, prominent Washington attor.
ney and veteran Republican pelitical campaigner,

=  GOP Lawyer

will be nominated this week by President Ford for

the ambassadorship to Honduras.  °

Becker, €8, who lives in the 2900 block of 32nd
Street NW, has been most widely known In recent
years for his long service as general counsel to the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Acts,
But he is also a gourmet chel and the dinner
parties given by he and his wife, Ann, are cordon
bleu quality. ;

_Although Becker is widely known as an interna.
ﬂalna!l l:;wyer. his nomination by President Ford is

olitical. o S
¢ Becker Is an expert on American politics. In
1860, he donated to the Smithsonlan Igstitution his
" collection of early - presidential' campaign
memorabilia, 30,060 items of political Americana
dating back to George Washington's d:llg. :

A PRACTICING Inw{er for more than 48 years
in New York and Washington, Becker is a partner
in Becker, Feldmaa and Becker. He has special-
;zed in corporate, insurance and atomic energy
a'o ) P -

Becker is also a collector of internationat deco-
rations, He Is, among other things, a chevalier of
the Legion of Honor of France and of the Southern
Crass of Brazil and holds the Danish Rayal Order
of Dannebrog, the Irsnian Order of Homayoun and

-

May Be Envoy ~

the Great Cross of Meritorions Service of Austria.

During his World War 11 Service in Europe with
the J0th (Old Hickory) Infantry Division, Backer
won the Bronze Star, the Belgian Fourragere and
the Croix de Guerre of France, '

In local affairs, Becker has been a member of
the board of dircetors of the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Board of Trade, president of the New York
State Society of Washington and director on sever-
alboards such as the Friends of the National Zoo, .

AFTER WORLD WAR' IJ, he was national
chairman of the Young Republicans and a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the Repubdlican

National Committee. Since then he has assisted

the RNC, the National Republican Finance Com-
miitee and congressional and senatorial campaign
committees. C ‘ .
He was field director for the Southwest and
Rocky Mountain area on behall of Dwight D.
Eisennower's 1952 presidential campaign, He
wrote a book, *"How ta Win a Political Campaign,”

and is co-author of the “Republican Campaign
Manual,” ‘

With & mountain in Antarctica named after him,
e Norwegian explorer Finn Ronne named a

4,000-foot-high peak Mount Becker in gratitude for |

Bec:-:cr'_s help 1a getting private financing for an
Antar'clic expedition, :

The nomination must be approved by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committes,

Becker may be the only person in Washington

‘
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An expert on terrorism

One of the highlights of the fifth summit con-
ference of non-aligned nations, just concluded in
Sri Lanka, was a discourse on terrorism by
Muammar Kadafi, the Libyan Ieader. Even
though Colonel Kadafi held back much of what
he knows about international violence, the occa-
sion in Colombo was noteworthy because he felt
it nppropriate to defend in general terms his
own role as 2 sponsor of terrorist activity.

. The Kadufi defense, predictably, was that he
supported good causes (like mational ind¢pend-
ence and racial justice) against evil forces. The
latter, ho argued, are more deserving of the ter-
rorist label than such victims of injustice as the
Palestinians. The plea by the 34-year-old Libyan
fanatic must have drawn cynical chuckles from
representatives of at least some of the govera-
ments that have been cbjects of his
revolutionary zeal. ’ _
- Colonel Kadafi's targets by now span the
. globe, and include neizhloring Arab nations
with which he is technically allied as wcll as
niwore distant enemies. With ample oil revenues
.and supplies of Soviet arms, the colonel sup-
ports Palestinian extremists in outrages against
Israel, and Moslem guerrillas in the Philippines,
Thailand and Ethiopia. But these are among the
niore understandeble Kadafi causes, given his
Islamic ardor. He also is believed seeking to de-
stroy fellow Arab and/or Islamic leaders, in

-
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Egypt, the Sudan, Tunisia, Iran, Jordan and
Morocco. And when the IRA in Northemn Ireland
is found to have Soviet weapans containing
dosert sand, fingers reasonably point to Colonel
Kadafi. Libya is believed to ba the training cen-

ter for a diverse group of international terrore '

ists — the meeting ground of such as the Japa-
nese Red Army and the Baader-Meinhof Gang.

Explanations for Colonel Kadafi's extréemist
hyper-activity vary. The shah of Iran was re-
ported as calling him *'that crazy fellow" and
President Sadat of Egypt has pronounced him
*100 per ccnt sick and possessed of a demon.”
In other views, he is intelligent and dedicated to
his version of Arab unity aud all-embracing
Islam, allowing of no peace with Israel. What is
not in dispute is that the causes he promotes
thrcaten stability and Innocent lives in many
parts of the world. '

The mystery of his performance in Colombo is
why he dared to show up at all, exposing himself
to the possible vengeance of several of those he
has sought to averthrow. Colonel Kadaft showed
some awareness that he might not be universal-
1y popular. His arrival in Sri Lanka was pre-
ceded by that of 73 Libyan policemen (a score of
them without proper passports), and he brought

dozens more guards with him. A young leader of .

Third World opinion cannot be too careful these
days. -
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