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SECRET March 27, 1973
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, KISSINGER
FROM: Helmut Sonnenfeldt
SUBJECT: Anti-Americanism and Qther Strains in the SPD

In preparation for the SPD national convention early next month in

Hannover, Brandt has been trying to contain the rising tide of anti-
Americanism in his party’s left wing, especially among the

Jungsozialisten (Jusos), The leadership has also been under strain

as a result of Wehner's resignation as deputy chairman, IMORI/CDF per C03316872

Recent developments:

25X1 ~-Brandt stressed to SPD Presidium members February 27

that they must supprese rising anti-Americanism in the party but
the Americang are making it more difficult to accomnl

««At their March 9-11 Congress, the Jusos adopted resolutions
for the Hannover canvention denouncing both alliances, calling for
a withdrawal of US and Soviet forces from a '"detente zone'' in Central
Europe that would include the Federal Republic, and rejecting a new
\ offset agreement, The Party Presidium turned down these demandas.

«=~On March 16, Wehner announced that he would not run again
at Hannover for the Vice~Chairmanship, His main reasons are his
own poor health (diabetes) and that of his wife, but there have also
been rumors that he is disgusted by faction-building, presumably by
the Jusos, within the party (Embassy report at Tab B),

-~On March 17, Brandt implied ha would resign as chairman if
the Hannover convention adopts planks inconslstent with the program on
which the SPD won the elections last fall, At a leadership meeting he
attacked party members who favor neutralism in foreign policy. Shortly
afterwards, Wehner and a prominent left-wing leader, Steffen of Schleswig-
Holstein, denied that Brandt had actually threatened to resign., Steffen
called Juso proposals to stop offset payments = ''completely unthinkable, "
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««last week, a party official told our people that, faced by
Brandt's opposition, the Jusos have decided to focus their convention
challenge to the party establishment on domeastic rather than on foreign
policy issues. About 40 percent of the convention delegates are likely
to be left-wingers (including Jusoe) and they will probably gain greater
representation in the party leadership.
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fe SUMMARY: PURLIC ATTENTIUN HAS REEN EVEM MORE SHARPLY
FOCHSED ON THF SPD NATINNAL CIONGRESS AT HANVOVER) NOW
LITTLE “ORE THAN 22 DAYS AWAY, RY ANNMOUNCEMTNTS ON MARCH
16 THAT HERRERPT WEHNEFR WILL NOT RUN agAIN FAR A VICE
CHATRMANGHI® SLOTs AKNN ON MARCH 17, THAT CHaNCELLNR WILLY
BRAMDT WOULD RESTIGN AS PARTY CHAIPMAN I8 THT CANGRESS
WER=T TO ADOPT PLANKR (994 MOTIOMS AQF (N THo AGENDA)
WHIrH CONTRADICT THE SPR ELECTORAL RPRNAGIAM ADAPTEN: LAST
OCTABER IN DURTMUND, BRANDT HAS THIS SoRVEN CLEAR PUARLIC NOTICE
THAT HE INTENDS TU HAVE HIS WAY [N WANNOVER, END

SUMMARY =

Pe MARCH 142 SPD VICE- CHAIKRMAN WEHNER: aNNOJYNCED THAT HE
WOULD NOT RUN AGAIN AT HANNOVER FOR THFE VICT CHAIRMAN-.
QHIDe WEMNER, &4 AMD AM SPD VICE CHAIRMAN 2TNCE 19RRe
QAIN HE WAS MaAKING TWIS DECISION RECALQR NF YOCRSNANAL
REACUNS"s WEMMER MANE CLEAR THAT HE WOuULD ETAIN THC
CHATRMAMSHI® OF THE ARD PARLIAMENTARY n90UP AND THAT HE!
WOUL D BE A CANDINATE AT HANNOVER ©0R A 9FAT [N THE 82D
NATYONAIL LEADERSHIPe FOLLOWING WEHNER'Q STATEMENTS

THE EPD PRESINIUM NAMINATEN NORTHRHINELWEST>HALIA
MINTSTER PRESTDENT WeIN7Z CUEHN FUOR Tug! yICE
CHATRMANSHIPe IT Hag ALSO HECOME KNAWN THAT S2D
TREASURER ALFRED NAH) &A, WILL DIVEST RIMSELF AT
HANMOVER OF RESPONSTeILITY FUR MENIA 2ALICY. TWO
PUSSIRILITIES TD TAKE UVER THIS RESPANSTIRILTTY ARF
HAMBURGE [NTERIUR SEMATOR HEINZ RUWNAYU AND SAVARIAN SPD
VICE CHAIRMAN PETER aLUTZ (SEE A=469 OF JULY 20).

3¢ ON MARCH 17, CHANMCELLOR BRANDT TOLD TWE SPD PARTY
COUNCIL THAT HE WUULR RESIGN AS S°2D CWAIRMAN IF TWE
SPY CONRRESS AT HANNMAVER ANOPTED MOTINMNG CONTRADICTING
THE ELECTORAL FRNGRAM ANAPTED AT NORTMUND IN ACTORER
1972 RRANDT REPURTENALY SHARPLY CRIYICIZED EVERY 8P7
MEM2ER wH) WANTS TO [FEAD GERMAN FARFIGN POLICY ONTO A
NEUTRALIST CUURSE«

Le THE ANNOUNCEMENTS ARQUT PERSONNEL AND PALICY FRNM

L BRD HOARQUARTERS PARALLFELS PUBLICATION AF T4E LATEST

S WICYERT INSTYITUTE PALL WMICH SHOWS TYAT THE SPD IS THE
FEDTRAL REPHBLICIS Mn8T SOPULAR FALITICAL PARTY. A
SAMBLE NF [RYF WEST GERMANG (EXCLUDING WEST BERLIN)
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RECENTLY ANSWEREND THE' QUESTIONS YWWICH PARTY AT THIS
MOMENT IS CLOSEST TN YOUZ"™ WITH 47 PEQCENT SAYING Son,
CERCENT CUDUs 12 DFERCENT PDP ANR 4 2EQCENT ALL! OTHER °ART1tqh

vffﬁ%lth PERCENT GAVE Np- ANRWERe
=3 COMMENT: BRANDY IS CLEAR STATEMENT OF WHAT HE WILL
NOT TOLERATE AT HANMOVER GAINS ADOITIONAL YYWPORTANCE
FOLILOWING AQ IT NUOEa WEHNERTFS ANNAUNCEMENT JHICH WAG
CAUSED BY ¢ (1) THE ¢0ONTINUING POAR STATE 0O WEHNER'S
HEALTH (DIABETES) A THAT OF YIS WIFE LOTT= [ANGINA
PECTURIS ), AND (2] AQ RUMARIED IN aONN ®nL ITI1CAL CIRCULESS
WEHNER'S DIQGUST AT mACTION BUILDING INSINE THE 88D,
RRANMDT'S IMMEDIATE CWOICE Nk KUEHN (&1 aND ALSH:IN
PUUR HEALTH) CLOSES_AUT ANY CHANCE THAT THE SPD!'S LEFT
WINe COULD NOMINATE rRHARD EPCGLER, FPYRTHER, IT BINDS
EVEN MURE CLUSELY KypHN'g DUWERFUL AND WORKERRICY
NRW URGANIZATION TO nRANNT*S SINE IN Tl RATTLE AGAINST
THE PARTY'S LEFT-WINA INTELLECTUALSe KUYEHN, ANME NF THE
LEANING PROPUNENTS nro SPR CUOPERATIAN WITH THE FDB, AND
AN SRCHITECT OF THE rORMATION OF YHE RRENDT/SCHEEL!
GOVERNMENT, CAN RE cAUNTED ON TO FIAYT 4ARD AGAINGT
ANY SPD LEFT=WING PRESSURE TO DISASSOCIATE THE SPDH
FRUY THE FDDoe
HILI ENSRAND
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