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Arab-Taraelj, Conflict: The Next Several Days

* The immediate objective of the Israeliz has
been to contain the azttacking Arab forces while
mobilizing their regerves., At the time the Syriana
and the Egyptians launched  their offensives, the

: _ Israellg were only & few hours into mobilization,
. : . For the past two days, Israel's regular ground _
- forcag~=about 100,000 men=-have been abaorbing the
Arab thrusts., Full mobilization of Israel's
reégerveg-~bringing the force to some 300,000 men-=
ls scheduled to be completed by noon today., GCountere
attacks are slready reported +o have hegun.

The outlook for the next few days 13 one of heavy
fighting on all fronts, With the full weight gf their
Lorcas bohing fhem, the Israelis shoulga now be able
to turn the situation around on the Golan Helghts
by nichtfall Tuasday. Pressing the offensive againat
‘the 8yrians might tzke another day or two. Ry
wEek 'y o¥d €he Helghts ghould be cleared of Svrilan

forces. Againsgt the Zgyptiand, the lerzelis are today
just beginning to press their armor, They reportedly
aze driving hard and by Tuesday oxr Wednesday the

effect af their counterattack should be clesy.

Several more daya of heavy fighting might follow az the
Iszaclis work to destroy as much as pogsible of

Egypt'tes Army,
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Tha Syrian Front

Current Situation

The Syrians threw the weight of three infantry

and two ermored divisions against the Israeli force

in the occupied Golan Heights that was, equivalent

to about a division, The Syrians probably committed
about a thousand tanks against the fewer than 200
tanks the Israelis had in the Golan Helghtsg area

whan fighting broke out. For this: investment of men

ang maehines, the Syrians have gained fewer than a

. dozen kilometers of groand at ‘the deepest polnt.

While th$ Syrians failed to drive the Israelis off
the Haights, the Israelis admit substantial lcsses in

their original committed forces in the area, In

addition, the Syrians have downed some 35 alrcraftem=

4 rate of attrition the Israelis cannot long luit&in.
Desplte the lack of an immediate xarae1i rebuff

to the Syrian offensive and the “grim" atmo¢phere‘

in Israeli command headquarters, the IDF appears

to have taken the initiative. The xaraelis kept

minimal forces on the Helghts and planned ta fight a

holding action if attacked. That holding action

appears to have been successful., Alrcraft losses have,

hqwaver, been heavy-~ﬁerhnps heavier than anticipated.
-
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On the Golan Heights, the Israelis will probably
set their major counterattack in motion today. It
is possible that the Israelis have disengaged their

forces on the Helghts both to give the air force

“room to attack the Syrians, as they have said, and

t0o organize the counter offensive. The very heavy
Israell air attacks on Syridn forces today may be
the goftening up preceding the main effort. If
80, the naxt two or three days will see heavy
fighting as the Israelis (1) eliminate the Syrian

advances of the first three days and (2) seek to

,inflictjmaximum materiel and éeraonnel losses on

the Syrians.
The gutcome of the fighting on the Golan Heights

ghould bacome clear today, or, at the latest, by

- Teesday. ' Several days of mopping up operations are.

likely aftor the main battle. The most likely ocutcome

- of the crucial perlod la a Syrian collapse and general

‘ratrant across the ceage fire lines. While the

Israelis may pursue the retreating Syrians‘to increasge

. Arab lossex, Israel is unlikely to want ¢o increase

the ocoupation burden by taking significantly more

‘territory. Some minor adjustments in the cease fire

lines are likely as the Isyaells will almost cextalinly
want to‘minxmize the poséibility of the presént

situation repeating itself,
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The Egyptian Front

Curzent Situation

The Egyptian forces on, the east side of the
canal may soon be igolated. Israeli air and ground
forces are attacking the Egyptian lodgement and -
trying to cut ‘the bridges which form both the life '

FArSvs et e o ey e

line and escape route for the Egyptians. Israeld

3 : defenae Qfficlals say the Egyptiang are being presaed very

hard. Egyptian government radio admits Ysraeli

A O bt Al = T p o

(i counterattacks have ocourred but claims the attacka
i 'were repulsed with heavy damage inflicted on the
- Israelis. |
ff thg‘Isfaeli c¢laim to hﬁve crosged the ¢aha1
is truef-énd we are inclined to accept lt--the
| Llgraelis have several optiong open: to them, Each
§ - A option could be pursued based:on the Israelis'
: asgesgment of the political costs and advantaqgeg,

military risgks, and asseasment of their own capabllities,.

ie Three major options are outlined.
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=~Israell armored forces on the west side of the
canal may attempt to move rapidly‘along the canal's
edge, doing as much damage ag they couldq, This raide=
reminiscent of the Israely rald aleng the Egyptian

Red Sea coagt in September 1969=~could be over in

& day ar 80, cause considerable damage, and bring

about the\collapse of the ﬁﬁyptién forces on the ecast
bank of the canal, '

~-A% the next higher level of rigk the Israclig
might try to penetxete;moxa deepix intg Egypt. If
they weat 20 riles 6r 80 deép,’the Igraelis coﬁld
Capturs or destroy'many of thé éAM Siteg and.aquiément

which have been in Place since 1970, The Israelis

- forea on the eaat bank. fThis is a riasky course

bacauée the Israelis woulg be fighting their way
througﬁtan area where Egyptian troops are deployad
in forti{fied Positions, Igraeii Casualties could be
numerous and the chances for a costly 5lundex |

would ba high.‘ In addition;.the xaraelia would, for

the firat time, be fighting ingide Egypt proper.

--Finally, most risky and least likely, the

Iaraelis could benetrate some 30 or more miles, éncircle
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the area and.try to hold it for a few days. This would
enable the Israelis to capture large stocks of
materiel 1ncludxng the bulk of the SAM system deployad
near the canal. If succegsful , such a tactic would
crush the Egyptians even more convineingly than in
1967, ‘The risk of ‘heavy casualties and serious
mistaked, however, would be great,

In any evént, the Israelis have now clearly
gone ovar to the offensive. The Israelis will
likely &afeat the Egyptian force on the east bank
within-two or three days. The scattered commando
and heliborne troops the Egypéiéns gent into the .
Sinai present no more than a minor sédurity hazzaxd
-&nd‘are"beiﬁg pursued even now. The Israelis probably
will have dastroved the‘Egyptian presence in the
8inal bafore the week is out. |

- Qthar Reactions

_In word and deed, the Soviets continue to

-otay well clear of the fighting. The bulk of the

Soviet Mediterranean Squadron had'beéﬁ‘grOupéd back
ﬁrom the combat zone neax Crete. Evacuation £lighta
continued into Aleppo~-in northern Syria--durinq

the moraing of 8 October. There have.been no signs.
of unusual activity by Soviet forces in other‘areas'of

the world.
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Party chief Brezhnev, speaking at a luncheon for
viaiting Japanese Prime Mlniater Tanaka today,
summed up the very limited. nature of Soviet support
for the &xab csuse. He placed the blame for the
fighting on Israel, but offered only "sympathy"
for the Arabs. He gaid “"all countries and peoples
of fhe area” should have gUaranteed security and
pledged that the USSR ig Prepared to make its
contribution to lagting peace. A Sov#et government
'sﬁatémen& issued yesterday made most of the same
pointg and, in separate converaations, Soviet officials |
in Paris end Moscow have gone out of thelr way to
emphaaiza that the pregent aituation musc not affect
the general improvement in US =Soviet relations,

We expact Moscow to render political support
to the Arabs at the UN and elsewhere, but even if
‘the_miliﬁary situation turns seriously against arab
forces wa doubt the Soviets will risk direct involvement.
The evidence of growing differences in Soviet-Arab
relationg--much of which predates the pregent
fighting--and the priority Moscow attaches to its
‘relatlons with the Us, suggest that the Soviets
will bevmorE‘cautious'than they were in 19567
about mounting another majox effort to re-equip
the Arabg,

-7=
TN QENT FT/QFW“IH"F




e e

3

- No Objection to Declassmcatlon in Part 2013/11/25 : LOC-HAK-480-2- 3 3

an O'U:Ei/bthludE

Other Arab countries have provided Varying

degreea of support, Moroocan troops are engaged

" in support of the Syrians on the Golan front, and both_

Algeria and Iraq claim to have provided alr units to
Syria. Scdan is reported to have transferred addi~-

| tional ground forces to Egypt. Kuwait had a token
unit in Egqypt at the time hostilitiea began., The
Libyan Mlizage squadron,; which isg probably manned by
Egyptians, was hit on the ground on Sunday. _
Preglident Qadhafi_appears to be holding back ao far,
gtating Sunday night.that altpough he was pravidipg
immediate £inancial SUQpért, he would not say when
Libya would intervene. Jordan has redeployed some of
its forcea as a precaution against an Israeli attack,
and claims‘ta‘have‘shot down one Israelil aivcragt
that violated its airspace. The feda&een in Lebanon
are making their usual exaggerated claima of downing
,Israeli aireraft and attacking Israeli posta In the

Kount Hermon area.
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Estimated Lossges*

P Israel Arab
. | |
i. .~ : Alrcraft . . ' 45 ‘ 50
| | Ships (primarily patrol |
.eragft) - &
TrdeS _ - S ‘ 700 - 2,000

»

¥ Iareeli aireraft losess are fairly firm and ave
bagad on Idraeli admissions. ZThers are confiteting
alaims, howsver, and the Arabs olaim 110 Israsli
planes dovned. The Arab aireraft losses arc based
on reportsd shoot~downs gqnd possible lossse as g
resutt of Iaraali air octvikes on Egyptian and Syrian
atrfielda, as derived from both laraali .¢claims and
Egyptian admiseions.  The Syrians have made ne _
@tarements about the number of aircraft lost during

 the war., It 18 not possible to ascertain the types
of aireraft lost.
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_ The tank figures are estimates based on fisld
reporting. Personnal losses arg gxtramsly rough
agtimates of men killed and oaptured. Whils thaege
éstimates of losses have not bean confirmed, they

3 are congigtent with the forogs committed to battle

f and the inmtensity of fighting on the various Fronts.
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ANNEX

The Soviet Military Advisors and Thalr Role

Prior to the outbreak of hostilities, we
estimated the number of Soviet military advisors

and technicians to be as follows:

Tn

Egypt 200
Syria 1,400
Irag 500

Moat of tﬁa military. personnel in Egypt were
invol#ed in non~operational tasks guch as training
and maintenance, In Syria, however;.some Soviet
adviaoks ware lnveolved in operational aspects

of the air defensea éystem. In additién, there were
economic and technical assistance people in all
three'cauntxies——perhaps-500‘in‘Egypt and & few-
thousand ia Syria and Iraq.

Beginning on 4 October, however, the Soviets

mounted a aubstaﬁtial evacuation effort that to date

has involved some 37 flights to Egypt and Syria,

Some Soviet naval ships apparently have also been used in

-the evacuation. Our reporting indicates the

evacuation has been mainly for dependents, but that
some clvilian and military technicians are also involved.

Some East European technicians and their dependents
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may 3180 have been evacuated. The total capacity

of the ailr evacuation alone would bhe about 3,500 peapla.
Wa cannat 82y how many of those gpaces were filled
by military personnel, We assume some, but probably
only a fow. o |

| We think that Moscow wants to steer clear of
military 1nvolvement in the” fighting. This is
‘indicated by the evacuation of Soviet personnel,

the lack of any significant Soviet naval m&vement
tcward the battle zone, the lack of ‘any Soviet
resupply effort and Soviet diplomatxc and media
comment <n the_fighting. ﬂIn line with this polic&,
Soviet advisors have probably been‘oidered‘to stay
clear of the fighting,
Thiz zeaems certainly true in Egypt whera the

Soviets, in any case, were not on the operational

level. éSX1
aénio: Egyptian government official commented
yesterxday (7 0ctober) that "not one" Soviet advisor
has had any role in the campaign and that nene
are Iln tha Suez Canal battle zone, ~
In the case of Syria the evidence is less clear, ‘
25X1 -
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Eqyptian Bridqgeheads on the East Bank of the Canal

By late sSunday,

the Egyptians had apparently
‘constructed go

me 1l bridges across the Suexz Canal,

- The Israslis claim to have destroyed nine of these

o - 25X1
bridges.

The conflicting £lains 25 to the number of
bridges constructeg probably is due to the time the

various counts were made.,. The. Egyptians evidently

crosged Quly light forces on Saturday to gaia and

hold the bridgeheads, On Sunday morning, the.

'armoredadivisiona and other heavy units hag not yet

croased. . The bulk of the forces crossed late Sunday.

- Tha brmdges evidently were not heeded until the major

alementa @f the force were ready to cross.

The fiirst two bridges were thrown ACross the

canal on suturday the 6the-one ~80uth of the Great

Bitter Lake at E1 Kubri and one ip the north at

El FPirdan. By Sunday morning, accorxding to Igraeli

| 2-3-3
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' Eqgvptian Forces on the East Bank

By Sunday evaning, the Egyptiana apparently had

the elements of two armored divisions across the

cenal probably near Ismailiyah in the central
sector of the canal. In addition, one armored
brigade and one tank battalion were reported to

have crossed in the north in the viginity of Port

Said, In sum, thé Israelis claim that the Egyptiang

have 400 to SOO'tanks'aéross'the'canal--the bulk of

which crossed on Sunday. The number of troops may

be upwaxds of 20,000,

‘Egyptlan infantry evidently crossed first on
Saturday to establish the bridgeheads ang gince then
have been consolidating their position on the

eagtern bank. The Egyptians did not advance much

beyond the canal,
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