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i

GIVEN RY PRESIDENT THIEU TO GVN SENIOR IHNFORMATION OFFICERS

-nl) - THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE IS TD "MISE AU POINT™ THE PROBLEM |

oF WAR® NEWS, ESPECIALLY THAT CONCERNING THE BATTLEFIELD IN LAOS,

‘IN WHICH THE PRINCIPAL INVOLVEMENT IS BY THE RVNAF. THIS IS THE
BATTLEFIELD WHERE THE SUCCESS OF WHAT IS CALLED "THE VIETNAMIZATION -
PROGRAM” WILL "EE DETERMINED (WE CALL IT THE SECURITY RESTORATION
PROGRAM, LEADING TO SELF-RELTANCE, SELF-MANAGENENT AND SELF- -
IMPROVEMENT), THIS PROGRAM IS BASED ON DAILY PROGRESS IN ORDER . 25X1-
T0. ADVANCE TOWARD THE DEVELOPMENT OF SELF- SUFFICIENCY. IR

2) - THE CAMBODIAN VICITORY WAS HAILED AS (ONLY) A HALF- “WAY
SUCCESS FOR US BECAUSE CF THE PARTICIPATION OF THE UNITED STATES
ARMY AND BECAUSE IT WAS NOT 108 PERCENT OUR JOB. NOW, EVERYONE °
IS LOOKING CLOSELY AT THE LAO BATTLEFIELD EECAUSE (ACTIVITY THERE)
WAS. INITIATED BY US., .THEY WILL BE EVALUATING US, LOOKING TO SEE
WHETHER OR NOT WE HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO COMPLETELY CONTROL THE
BATTLEFIELD. THEY CONSIST OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, THE PACIFISTS .
IN THE U.S. AND THE NOISY AND PERFIDIOUS COMMUNISTS, THUS, THE
LAO BATTLEFIELD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE CAMBODIAN BATTLEFIELD,
OR EVEN THE INTERNAL BATTLEFIELD, AND WE MUST MAKE GREATER
EFFORTS IN ALL AREAS, -WE MUST MAKE GREATER EFFORTS PAV ICULARLY.
Iu THE AREA OF WAR NEWS. THE PROSLEM OF "AUTO-CRITIQUE" HUST

BE CORRECCTED. -~ . | |

3) - FACTS CONCERNIMG ABOUT Sﬂ OR 49 U.S. WAR. GORRESPONDENTS NOow
AT KHE SANH. THE U.S. ARMY DOES NOT ALLOW THEM TO VISIT THE
BATTLEFIELD. NOR DO WE ALLOW THEM TO GO. WHILE THEY NEED TOQ FIND
‘NEWS TO SELL PAPERS, THEY DON'T HAVE NEWS BUT MUST STAY BEHIND .
MANY DAYS. SOME OF THEM DO NOT HAVE FOOD AND GRA3 THE RATIONS
OF -OUR COMBATANTS, ' THESE CORRESPONDEHWTS ARE "REPRESENTATIVES”
OF BOTH THE "HAWKS™ AND THE "DOVES™ IN THE U.S. . |
' BECAUSE THEY ARE UNABLE TO GO ANYWHERE, THEY ARE READY TO
PRINT ANYTHING THEY HEAR. THEY PLACE THEIR HOPES IN THE ‘
SPOKESMEN OF THE PBATTLEFIELD HEADQUARTERS, BUT THESE SPOKESMEN
ARE TOO WEAK. FOR THAT REASON, THEY PICK UP NEWS FROM ANYONE
AND SOMETIMES FROM U.S. HELICOPTER PILOTS, WHEN THESE PILOTS |
SEE THAT WE HAVE SUFFERED 10 DEAD, THEY SAY THAT THERE WERE MANY.
‘DEAD; WHEN THEY RECEIVE ENEMY GROUND FIRE, THEY CALL IT INTFNSE.
THUSE ARE THE LOCAL PROBLEMS., . Ry e

-
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THE JGS, THE MWINISTRY WF INFORMATION, AND THE PRETNER'S OFFICE,
FOR THAT REASON, THERE HAVE BEEN DISCREPANCIES, ESPECIALLY WITH

BARD TO NUMBERS, WITH SQME SAYING ‘680, OTHERS 808, AND STILL
"OTHERS 2,000, THAT FACT PROVES THAT THERE IS NO UNITY WITH
‘REGARD T0 NUMBERS. EACH AGENCY GIVES OUR DIFFERENT FIGURES.

. THE GREATEST PROBLEM IS THAT, INFORMATION DISSEMINATES OLD

"REWS. WE DO NOT YET HAVE (PROPER) INFORMATION TECUNIQUES. -
ME MUST FIRMLY GRASP THIS TECHNIQUE IN ORDER TO AVOID TRYING TO
URN DEFEAT INTO VICTORY., IF WE DO NOT MASTER THIS TELHNIQUE,
WE MAY FIND OURSELVES IN DIFFICULTIES WITH THE #RES a
ATTACKING US, RUNNING THE HEADLINE "WITHOUT THE u.g. VIET NAMESE
MILITARY STRATEGY WOULD FAIL". THE PRESS DOES NOT CLEARLY
"UNDERSTAND THAT FIGHTING IN LAOSIIS LIKE. FIGHTING NORTH VIET-NAM -

TSELF, NORTH VIETNAMESE MATN FORCE INFANTRY., THAT'S NOT TO
MENTION WEATHER, THE FACT THAT THE ENEMY HAS 4 R 5 DIVISIONS
(MEARBY AND MORE TANKS AND ARTILLERY THAN AT’ DIENBIZNPHU. _
'PRIOR TO IHIS IN 1978, WE FOUGHT THE ENEMY IN CAMBODIA IN
:APRIL AND MADE IT INMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO ATTACK MR3 OR WR4 IN ~: S
:MAY, JUNE, OR JULY, AS HE HAD PLANNED.' AND WE WERE VICTORIOUS,
THE NEW LAOS BATTLEFIELD IS THE DECISIVE BATTLEFIELD OF THE = < .

b A ,a,m-

5, BEYOND OUR TERRITORY IN ORDER T0 FIGHT THE ENEMY OUTSIDE THE
¢y NOUSE AND MAKE 1T IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO ENTER THE HOUSE. SO WE-
BUST "SE_DONNER” ON THE LAO BATTLEFIELD. .

"THE PRESIDENT 7. . ;..
.= THE PRIME. MINISTERH'” AR | o i
~ THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE - A,j*gq R A
‘ - THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF | LR
4 " QUESTION IS ASKED: WHY DO VE - "CARRY THE WAR TO LAOS? o g
sucﬂ QUESTTONS CAN BE ANSWERED ONLY BY RESPONSIBLE OFFICIﬂLS T PR
- FAN LI'R wrrx- RESIDENI s POLICY. _H_gi,,LQ : L T=fﬁ';

- HE PROBLEM]OF'DAILY WAR NEWS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE v

/GENERAL POLITICA. WARFARE DIRECTORATE. BUT THE GPWD MUST .TELEPHONE

- MILTTARY REGION. 1, THIS PRIVIDES UNITY. GENERAL LAM CALLS ME. ‘

» -EVERY DAY TO INFORM OF THE WAR NEWS BECAUSE I VERY MUCH wANT TO

- KNOW THAT NEWS.' WITH-REGARD TO ENEMY CASUALTIES AND OUR OwWN,

[ BOTH YESTERDAY®S AND TODAY'S ARE TO BE COMNBINED. I AhHOUNCING

PRIMARY NEWS, FOR EXAMPLE: THE ENEMY SUFFERED HEAVY CASUALTIES.

IF YE HAVE' CASUALTIES, THEN SAY: WE SUFFERED CASUALTIES BUT THE

ENEMY'S CASUALTIES WERE 5 TO 7 TIMES GREATER. WE. MUST "CAREFULLY

PREPARE™ THE NUMBERS. DO NOT ANSWER THAT OUR CASUALTIES ARE NOT

- YET COMPLETELY KNOWN, IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE SUCH COMPARISONS

.. 'AS ONE FRIENDLY CASUALTY FOR EVERY. 16 ENEMY CASUALTIES ON A . e

[ MINIMUM BASIS. - FIND PROOF. OF THAT RATIO ONE OR TYWO DAYS LATER,
REMEMBER THAT NO "BATTLEFIELD PRODUCES EXACT BODY COUNTS. OHNLY .

THE\GPWD DISSENINATES OFFICIAL FIGURES. :

: ,8( - THE TECHNIQUE OF PROVIDING WAR NEWS NECESSITATES AFFIRNING
f. EVERYTHING WE HAVE SAID TO BE LHE TRUTH. WE HAVE A GREATER
| CAPABILITY TO EXPLAIN CLEARLY THAN DOES THE PRESS. GPWD IS
k- PESPANSIBLE. (FOR DISSEMINATING'NEWS) TO BOTH THE FOREIGN AND '
 f‘FIC PRESS AND MUST THEREFORE DISSENINATE ACCURATE FIGURES, -

e THE TECHNIQUE OF DISSEMINATING WAR NEW '

Qe oF DISSENINA TOP SECRET smsnﬂvs

S N Objectlon 16 Declassification in Part 2011/10/17 : LOC-HAK-490.3-16.7 -

WAR (BATILLE DECISIVE D'UNE GUERRE), THIS IS A WAR CARRIED *_=;;xj~;\fV?"

DEFINITIVE'“CUMNENTAIRE“ ON THE "waR comz ova FROM. \“‘ j?{;;\?f5;+’
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b

% THE ARMY RADIG SHOWED THAT IT KNEW HOW TO DISDEMINATE MILITARY

+ NEWS DURING OPERATIONS - - |

- THE CAMBODIAN .BATTLEFIELD: "TO DATE TRE =~ *

 ENEMY 'HAS SUFFERED 19,088 CASUALTIES," (FOR INSTANCE) s

B IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW EXACTLY WHERE THE ERRORS ARE IN: _

" ORDER TO CORRECT THEM IMMEDIATELY. R

i - WE NOW HAVE A FREE PRESS. BUT WE MUST KNOW WHO ARE OUR :7HWVV

"~ FRIENDS, OUR ENEMIES AND THE "NEUTRE.” REMEMBER THAT REPORTERS

LIKE TO "CONFUSE"™ SPOXESMEN WHO GIVE OUT IMAGINARY NUMBERS IN -

 ORDER TO EMBARRASS THEM. PERHAPS TODAY WE GIVE OUT IMPRECISE | |
NUMBERS, BUT TOMORROW WE WILL GIVE OUT PRECISE NUMBERS BECAUSE e

‘%_wz wILL KNOW MORE PERHAPS GREATER (R THE SAME. ‘ | ”w~x“ﬁuf_\

'\‘9) - THE NINISTER DF DEFERSE AND. THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF MUST S
"~ "CLEAR" WAR NEWS WITH GENERAL LAM. WE HEED TO HAVE SOME OF -OUR LT
' PEOPLE OUTSIDE IN ORDER TO ASSIST HEADQUARTERS SPOKESHEN BECAUSE = . - -
?;. MILITARY REGION I DOES NOT HAVE FOREIGN-LANGUAGE QUALIFIED - -
PERSONNEL AND THUS CANNOT “HANDLE™ WAR NEWS. WHEN PEOPLE ARE -
"ACCREDITE® TO THE BATTLEFIELD HEADQUARTERS, WE NEED NOT FEAR.
THAT THEY WILL ATTACKX US3 ON THE CONIRARY, WE MUST SPEAK
FORCEFULLY TO RECTIFY THE ERRORS CAUSED BY MISTAKES IN THE PRESS.
_ WE SHOULD NOT BE WEAK-WILLED. , WE "MUST "ELUDE" THEM., -

18) - THE PROBLEM OF WAR NEWS ABROAD, THE NJREIGHN thISTRY SHOULD
PROVIDE TIMELY AND ADEQUATE REPORTS TO AMBASSADOR LAl AND _
AMBASSADOR BUI_DJIEM ON THE BATTLEFIELD SITUATION.,IN LAOS, AND -
- CAMBODIA. PRIORITY IS RESERVED FOR THESE.TWO PLACES. OTHER |
i PLACES ARE LESS (IMPORTANI). - R
%w~ BYyT ‘1T 18 NECESSARY TO SPEAX WITH A SINGLE VOICE, "PARLER LE L
LANGAGE UNIQUE." DON T BE LIKE THE ANBASSADOR AND THE MILITARY A'L '
ATTACHE IN BRITAIN," ' SRS AT
‘ IT IS NECESSAﬁY T0 FOLLOW THE "VERSION OFFICIELLES" - ST
"COMMENTAIRE POLITIQUE®™ SHOULD NOT BE #MADE. DO NOT CONTRADICT "
 WHAT HAS EEN SAID¢ REPEAT YOURSELF, WHEN EVERYONE IS SAYING
- THE SAME THING THEN THE TRUTH HAS EEEN DEMONSTRATED. YOU SHOULD
. NOT SPEAK AS A -MILITARY SPOKESMEN RECENTLY DID ON 22 FEBRUARY: "THE -
- SSTH RANGER BATTALION HAS SUFFERED HEAVY CASUALTIES AND CAN RO LQNGER
- ~FIGHT." IT IS NECESSARY TO SAY THAT THE 39TH RANGER BATTALION ,‘W“v‘
HAS KILLED 6480 ENEMY SOLDIERS AND "DESORGANISE" 2 REGIMENTS OF THE
 ENEMY'S 312TH DIVISION. WHICH PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLE -
2. AT TR N No Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/10/17 : LOC-HAK-490-3-16- 7
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CRRONEOUSLY STATED. THRGE ~AHOUN KRS NV FEnisAis oo cuss 1T
15 NECESSARY TODFE CLEVER: IF WE CANNOT FIGHT HERE,VWE FIGHT
 SOVEPLACE ELSE3 IF WE CANNOT STRIXE DIRECTLY, THEN STRIXE . ‘
DIAGORALLY. V. ot v SR - -
~“UIT 15 NECESSARY TO STRAIGHTEN OUT THE ABOVE WORDS. .

"|) - V§ PRESS SHOULD NOT SEND CORRESPOHDENTS TO QUANG TRI
 BECAUSE THESE CORRESPONDENTS KNOW NOTHING AND WRITE ERRONEOUSLY.
 FROM NOW ON, VN PRESS WILL NOT HAVE CORRESPOUENIS ON THE

" BATTLEFIELD AND WILL ONLY USE THE GPWD “VERSION” wHICH REFLECTS'¢,3.

 GOVERNMENT-ISSUED NEWS AND OFFICIAL FIGURES. v .

12) - NOR CAN THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION SAY. ANYTHING OTHER -
 THAM WHAT THE PRESIDENT HAS SAID REGARDING NOMBERS, ~ONCE THE
 RADTO STATIONS HAVE SAID SOMETHING, THEY NMUST CONTINUE TO SAY

" THE SAME THING. THE SAME APPLIES TO THE PRESIDENT, THE PREMIER, -

DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS. WE MUST FOLLOW THE OFFICIAL FIGURES -

_ AND THE "COMMENTAIRE™ OF THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATTON.. "

_:"?"_'# x

!

- BETWEEN THESE BATTLEFIELDS:

el . ] A

' - THE CAMBODIANDBATTLEFIELD ' ..
- '_ THE LAO BATTLEFIELD- .. * |

CLEAR UP "SPECULATION". INMMEDIATE CORRECTION MUST BE WADE OF

. BE CONFIDENT THAT OUR NEWS IS ACCURATES . -
% Y IHERE SHOULD BE NO FEELING OF DEFEAT WHILXHE PECPLE ARE
" ENTHUSTASTICALLY WELCOMING THE VICIORIES ON THE LAO BATTLE-
' FIELD. THIS IS 4 GREAT STRATEGEM TO SHORTEN THE WAR. L

SIS
" 14> - THE TELEVISION ST
" FIELD 'IN CAMBODIA, BUT WE’VE SEEN NOTHING FROM LAOS. WE NEED

““"\sy - YITH REGARD TO WAR NEWS, GPUD NUST CLEARLY DIFFEREWTIATE
- THE'INTERnaLtBAITLEFIELDV‘fg'ﬁ[*;]fvf SRR ot
. EACH DAY SUN UP THE PAST 24 HOURS AND UNIFY OFFICIAL FIGURES. '
"7 15 NECESSARY TO SPEAK CONTINUOUSLY. IF UE REST OR REFUSE TO . ' .. -
. SPEAK, THEN THEY WILL ENGAGE IN "SPECULATION.” IT TAKES TIME TO .

. GROUNDLESS AND. UNRELIABLE NEWS ISSUED BY NEWS AGENCIES. WE SR

% 'STaT108 FILMED MANY REPORTS FROM THE BATTLE-

T0 DISSEMINATE MANY PICTURES. WE NEED TO DISSEMINATE MANY Basxcff*{‘”l"

"BACKGROUND™ DOCUMENTS ON THE MILITARY SITUATION, BULWDON'T R

"DEVOILER™ MILITARY SECRETS., FOR EXAMPLE, DON'T ANSWER QUESTIONS
LIKE: WHERE WILL .YOU FIGHT NEXT? HOW MUCH LONGER? SAY THAT YOU
DON'T KNOW. YOU MUST FOLLOW CFFICIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS: IT IS A
SPECIAL OPERATION ALONG THE VIET - NAM-LAOS BORDER, LIMITED IN AREA
AND DURATION, AND IS AIMED AT CUTTING THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL AHD
THE ENEMY'S OIL PIPELINES. THAI BJECTIVE HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED
AND THE ENEMY DOES NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY TO ATTACK CENIRAL

VIET-NAM. HE IS CONFUSED AND AFRAID EECAUSE: HE WILL BE RUNNING

. OUT OF FOOD FOLLOWING A PERIOD OF "SELF-CONSUMING.

gk ; . AR R R LI 7 . o
"SUGBESTIONS FROM THE PREMIERS . e .
7 yE NEED TO “CANALISER™ AND "G NBRIGADER™ THE CORRESPONDENTS -

. ON THE LAO BATTLEFIELD. ORGANIZE OFFICERS T0 GUIDE 4 OR 5 ‘

;“hREPQRTERS‘TO;INSPECT{OUR_VICTORIES,‘- .

SUGGEST IONS FROM .THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE: ~ )

" ""THE ENERAL POLITICAL WARFARE DIRECTORATE NEEDS wAR NEWS
" BY 5 0°CLOCK FOR THE 60°CLOCK AND 1@ 0°CLOCK BROADCASTS OF VIVH
. AND_FOR EXPLOITATION AND COMMENT BY RADIO SATGON AND ARMY RADIO.

3

 SUGGESTTONS FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGA AFFAIRS:E |
: 21 No Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/10/17 - LOC-HAK.-490-3-16.7 WELL=
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" EACH DAY SUM UP WIE PAST 24 HOURS AND UNIFY%FICIAL FIGbRES.

" IT 1S NECESSARY T0 SPEAK CONTINUOUSLY. IF WE REST OR REFUSE 10 .
SPEAK, THEN THEY WILL ENGAGE IN "SPECULATION.® = IT TAKES TIME TO
CLEAR UP "SPECULATION". IMMEDIATE CORRECTION MUST BE MADE OF

' BE CONFIDENT THAT. OUR NEWS IS ACCURATE. .

- THERE SHOULD' BE NO FEELING OF DEFEAT WHILXHE PEOPLE ARE
» ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOMING THE VICTORIES ON THE LAO BATTLE~
rL‘FIELD.‘ THIS IS A GREAT STRATEGEM TO SHORTEN THE WAR.

~ FIELD 'IN CAMBODIA, BUT WE’VE SEEN NOTHING FROM LAOS. WE NEED:
e "BACKGROUND™ DOCUMENTS ON THE MILITARY SITUATION, BULWDON'T

LIKE: WHERE WILL .YOU FIGHT NEXT? HOW MUCH LONGER? SAY THAT YoUu

‘DON'T KNOW. - YOU -MUST FOLLOW -OFFICIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS: IT IS A '
SPECIAL OPERATION ALONG THE VIET-NaM-LAOS BORDER,- LIMITED IN AREA
AND DURATION, AND IS AIMED AT CUTTING THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL AND

‘f;gAND'THE ENEMY DOES "NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY TO ATTACK CENTRAL
‘. VIET=-NAM.  HE IS CONFUSED AND AFRAID BECAUSE HE WILL BE RUNNING
- OUT OF FQOD FOLLOWING_AﬁPERIOD OF "SELF-CONSUMING.‘ SRR

e dat w-s u.,f'-;i'
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:SUGGESTIONS FROM THE ﬁREMIER.-\- ~3*”ﬁ*‘““*“'“ .

o THE LAO_BATTLEFIELD, ORGANIZE OFFICERS TO GUIDE 4- R 5 -
EPORTERS TO INSPECT. OUR VICTORIES, .. RS

'SUGGESTIONS 'FROM .THE MrutsrRY OF DEFENSE' h; ;n;;;~“ ‘ |
" THE GENERAL POLITICAL WARFARE DIRECTORATE NEEDS yAR NEWS

ARD'FO

& S

‘SUGGESTIONS FROMmTHE MINISTRY OF FDREIGN AFFAIRSs = '
v IN ADDITION TO OFFICIAL FIGURES, WE NEED REPORTS FROM wELL-
KNOWN REPORTERS BECAUSE THE REPORTS OF THESE REPORTERS ARE [MORE
H"ACCEPTABLE ABROAD THAN OFFICIALLY RELEASED FIGURES.~

.SUGGESTIONS FROM THE MOI AND GPWD‘ e Y
’ REQUE Z THE MRICEE DIRECTED TO PROVIDE CONPLETE AND
ACCURATE INFORMATION ON THE LAO BATTLEFIELD TO CENTRAL OPERATIONS
- FOR.EXPLOITATIONDRY GPWD., IN THEORY IT IS THE MINISTRY OF
- DEFENSE, "BUT IN ACTUALITY, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GPWD 70
- PROVIDE WAR NEWS BECAUSE THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAS APPOINTED

_CARR? OUT THE DIRECTIVES OF THE PRESIDENT..f

-~‘ WHEN DISPATCHING NESSAGES TO THE PRESIDENT ON THE TWR IN
. LAOS, MRI.IS DIRECTED.TO FORWARD THESE TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY"

~IN kORDER TO OBTAIN UNITY OF THE NEWS.“ ) TOP QEQRET Sta ?gmmr"

i p
EELY/AENUT P ‘r“ I P ‘.'.-4 Iy
¥
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GROUNDLESS AND UNRELIABLE NEWS ISSUED BY NEWS AGENCIES. WE MUST

ey - THE TELEVISION STATION FILMED MANY REPORTS FROM THE BATTLE-;«
. TO DISSEMINATE MANY PICTURES. WE NEED TO DISSENINATE MaNY BASIC '7,
/ _"DEVOILER™ MILITARY SECRETS. FOR EXAMPLE, DON'T ARSWER Quzsrrows

GPWD AS ITS OFFICIAL SPOXESMAN. GPWD WIWV SEND SONEONE TO MRI TO -

e

. THE ENEMY'S OIL PIPELINES. THAT (BJECTIVE HaS BEEH ACCONPLISHED RS
WE NEED TO "CANALISER" AND "ENBRIGADER” THE CORRESPONDENTS &;; et

'BY 5 0"CLOCK FOR THE §0°CLOCK AND 1@ 0°CLOCK BROADCASTS OF vrvn,',gfpl
R_EXPLOITATIO _AND COMMENT BY RADIO SAIGON AND ARMY RADIO.__“



