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THE _MILITARY SITUATION -

GENH, RAL .

1° Significant action Shlfted to the Sinal today as
the Egyptians launched a majar off@nque aldng thely entire

- front. Actilon was concentrated in the southern sactor,

wlth tha Israelis reportedly inflicting heavy armog lo%q@q
on the Edyptians. By late afternoon, Tel Aviv dlaimed tha

f:ghc;ng had .almost ceased as the Egyptlans were forc@d ta
thhdrawn .

2. oOn the Syrian froﬁt,’the Israelis claimed few
advances,_and the situation is basically unchanged. The .
Syrians and Iragis launched local counterattacks but report= & -
edly were ropulsed. The Jordanman brigade has yet to ses
Ectébn, while a Sauﬂl b:igade LS approaching the Syrian

order. ;

‘ EGYPTIAN DRONT

' 3. On Lhe quptman front there was a day of intenss
giound and air activity, with a minor naval engagement
noted in the Mediterranean neay Alaxandria. The Israalis
reported ‘that they had pushed back the Egyptian advance
on’ all Sﬁ&n@&b. Particulavly heavy fighting apparently

took place in the Mitla Pass avea. According. tov uncone
Lirmed press reports, the Israslis are moving additional
LrooPS into Lha sinai frong area, ézéf)

=y




o

25%1

25%1

25X1

25X1

ke .Né) Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-543-1-20-5

¢. Claims of losses werd conflictin -3

‘ : g» .The Israel
repory over 200 Egyptian tanks destroyed and overxéoo aizmy
trempg captured. According to Egyptian ﬁnnaﬁﬁcam@nta, ahout
150 Israell tanks and 24 ailrcraft were destroyed., Egypt
further stated that “"new aress of land along the entire
confrontation line" had been zeized. :

|

SYRIAN FRONT
6. There is no major thange in. the situat ¢
S r?an front, AGCDrding towthegrsraelis, t§§a§§§3 gigggngge
of their forces advancing toward Damascus have halted in
- tha vicinity of Sasa, where artillery duels were under way
Shelling of the zuburbs of Damascus continuaes, TITaraeli e
forces attempting to envelop Syrian and Iragi units on the'
south flank of. the main advance have alsc s topped near

Harra. Small unit counterattacks by Syrian and Iraqi forces

throughout: the day have boon re

( : _ . pulsed according to the
Israelis, vl $ o 4 e  Arreed o .

I éeeégavaJflgn aixr acg;vmty was light during tha course-
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' SOVIET POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

3 +13. The US embagsy in Moscow reports that on 10 October
Novosgltl torrespondent Ted Rukhadze asked Hedrick Smith of
THe New York Times whether it would not be a good idea for
the Us and USER To agree to limit arms shipments to the
Middle East in order to contain the conflict. Rukhadze re-
omarked that the arms limitation agreemoent was his own idea-
and 4did not suggest that his comments be passed to the US.
.. (Smith adds that it was an associate of Rukhadza's who had
L. hinted that the Moscow summit meeting of 1972 would take
— place despite the US mining of Haiphong harbor.) The.Us
embassy states that it has recelved no suggestions  from
official or unofilecial Sovielt sources which would indicate
an arms limitation agreemént is under consideration. . The .

» -.3

2581+ -

A
L}

No Objectibn to Declassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-543-1-20-5 ——— _;:




o gy T

L.

+ 25X1

25X1

25%1

£

1Y

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-543-1-20-5

l

pressa eh&nnel would not ba an altogether uniikely channel
for the Soviets to float a trial balloon of Chis typej

there are ample precedanta, particularly during tha Cuban

missile criais in l%e2,
SAUDI ARABIA

- e T e

14. A'senlor Jordanian offlcial reported yesterday that
the Saudi Arabian brigade lenroute to Syria passed thrdugh
Azraq in‘north-central Jordan yesterday and was expected to-
reach -5 on the old Iragi pipeline by sunrise this marning..
This progress report would put the brigade far from the

Byrian front with difficult terrain still to cross., Radio
. broadcasts from Riyadh today announcing the arrival of the
"Baudi hrigade at the "Golan Halghts front" thus  appear soma~

what premature.
" LIBYA

15n5 Libya is moving alemcnte of the 3rd Mechanized
Infantry Brigade to Tobrulk, the largest Libyan clty near

. the Egyptlian border. . Although it is still not clear
. whether these units will proceed to Egypt, |

J ORDAN"

.16, . Yesterday s tension precedlng and fnliow1ng the

. announcenent of Jordan's troop commitment to Syria has been

vaplaced -by. relative cilm in Amman, acaording to the USs
pmbagsy. . The Jordanians are satiefied with the war news

but mindful of their vulnerability now that Jordan is more

deeply committed. Amman airport remains closed but the Syrian
border and the bhridges to -the West Bank are open. The

' embagay cites the open brldges .as evidence that the cotmit-

ment of froops to Syria is still to be regarded more as a

gesture than a casus bolli, The price of all Axab currencies

is up, especially the Syrian pound. Gasoline is now under
the government's control and vesterday's faod hnardlnq has
further depleted retall stocks. The press continues to.
repeat gtories of US re-supply of weapons to Israel but there
‘have besan no editorlal antacks on the Us. T
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: 17. Prime Minister Rifal saild privately today that
if Ring Husayn and Jordan are to have any cradibility in
the Arab worlid after the present conflict, Lt &g shoalutely

- imperative that the Jordanian army become actively invalved.

He saild Jordan "needs martyrs," pointing out that Jordanian

- pon=involvement while Syrian and Iragl forces were taking

casvalties served no political purpose. He sald he was

‘going to urge the King to commit the 40th biigade to actual
" fighting, and predicted that it would be in active counter-

offénsive operatlons by tonight. When asked 1f.other brigades
would gu. in to assist the 40th if it wére badly cut up, -
Rifai replied in the negative, saying Jordan had only pro-
mised o6 furnish one brigade and needed the remaining units
to defend Jordan against possible Israeli atbtack. This is

ﬁe infaormal councll of war on which
the King relies to help make decisions could go elther way,

. depending on the mood of the moment.

. SYRIA

. 18: Despite reports that Damascus is "under siége"

“with artillery fire and heavy air attacks hitting the outw’
o 8kirts, the city ie described as "surprisingly® normal. .
. The population is still calm, crowds are mingling, and shops

are open. The diplomatic community is not yet preparing
to evacuate. The Italian Embassy, however, reports that
it is finding it increasingly difficult to carry out its

" funetion  of proteéting US interests not only because of

thé deteriorating security situation but also because of ;
heightened anti-Uf feeling generated by reports of US
participation in combat alongside the Israelis.

; PAKISTAN. o . BT i
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NIGERIA -

23, Genéral.Gowon of &igefia is réconsidering his

sountry's relations with Israel. In separate conversations

wilth. the US. and Israeld anbassadors, CGowan strongly indi-
cated he will sever diplomatic ties with Tel Aviv if Israel
begind a major offensive.on the 8uez front, or if. Israel

‘boubs civilian targets in Egypt. Gowon appealed to the US

not to resupply Israel with arms. Pressures on Gowon from

:_within'his QWn government to break relationg have been
‘reinforged by the gathering momentum of.+the African

break~with~Isranl movement. Zquatorial Guinea and Caméroon

have now savered tles, bringing to five the number of

African states to take such action gince the outbreak Qi

Jwar. A hreak!by Nigeria will  intensify the pPressure on

other African states to follow suit. Gowon wields considere
éble influencs, both because of his personal stature and
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“ hia paa*tidn as the current ch&ixman of the oAU, of

which Dgypg is a membaxr.
| UGANDA '

. 24, President Amwn is now in Baghdad for talks with

o Ehe'Iraqx gresldent aucordlng to the local preas. Phe next

gtop on hig selfaappo$nted round of talks is te ba Amman.
. OIL MEETING . ' '

' 25, " According to the Arab press, the Kuwalti government

¢ has announced that the emergency session of the Organization

of Arab Peitroleium Exporting Countries (0APEC) called fox

- early 1a%L ‘week will convene in Kuwait on Tuuadayu
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