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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY _
* Directorute of Intelligenco o

7 April 1872 -
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"~ .. INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM -

- The Situation in South Vietnam
tronn. 0 (As of LB00 BEST)
" l.  Communist activity has increased sharply in
- Military Region (MR) 4. 7he Communists launched a
widespread coordinated series of ground probes and
shelling attacks on government positions in five delta
.7 . provinces on 7 April. These actions were coupled with
B lgp@mywa@pgﬁanttaoka~aqwa@véralfkﬁy”highway bridges,
ciomemin Late reporkd indicate” that the Communists have overrun
© Kien Thien district town in Chuong Thien Province,
and that several outposts were under heavy enemy attack o
further north in the Vvinh Long -~ 8a bec area. '
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- s Qe UB pllots have glghted a regimental-size  25X1
- Communist force about 20 miles northwest of My«Tho, ’
_in the same area that had
reported substantial ehemy TYCop movement, To the
west, another regimental-size communist force reportedly
has crossed into Chau Doc Province from Cambodia.
These may bo elements from either the 52nd or 101D
Regiments, which are subordinate to the ehemy Phuoc .
Long Front ‘and which were detected in this general area 25X1
some days ago. The Communiats'! 3204 B iment has not
been located in several
days and coUzuazso Do In SouER Vietham east of Chau
Doc¢ by now. .

3. The enemy is also maintaining heavy pressure on
Bouth Viatnameso positions in MR-3, Press reports indi- =
cate that Communist gunners are continuing heavy shelling
attacks against An Loc, the provincial capital of Binh
Long Province, and are also hitting a nearby south
Vietnamese artillery base, Enemy sappors reportedly
have knocked out several bridges along Route 13, the
key road link- between An Loc and Saigon, and othor late
roports claim that Route 1 has been cut just west of
Salgon. These attacks are probably the work of commando
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eloements from the Communist 429th Sappor Command, ;
which recently infiltrated Tay Ninh Province and

are now in good position to work against major

lines of communications as well as South Vietnamese
artillery support bases north-cf Salgon,

4. The US Embassy. reports that some 8-10,000
refugees f£led the initial 5-6 April enemy attack in
Binh Long Province, a number that undoubtedly has
risen sharply with the loss of Loc Ninh District.
Press reports indicate that some civilians have been
evacuated from An Loc, but there is no gign that the
number of refugees has swelled to anywhere near that
recorded for the northernmost provinces. Emergency
aid is now being flown into various hastily erected
reception centers around the country, but government

25X 1 - resources may soon be overburdened, if the increased
Communist activity in the delta provinces drives more
refugees toward the major cities, ' |

*

slements from these units probably are also' responsible
25X1 for recent increased enemy. activity in nearby Phuoc .
" Long Province. g ! :

Captured C 25X
documents io suggest, however, . -
" +that the 7th Division elements now concentrated in
eastern Cambodia may soon be headed for increased
tactical activity in Tay Ninh Province. One recontly
captured document revealed that more forces would be
provided for both ground attacks on South Vietnamese
outpogts as waell as for street fighting.
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- Hue may soon be the tar

7th Division forces h! |
would provide tactical support for a mid-April

attack against TailNinh city by elements of the

enemy's 9th Division,

ii‘“

Military Region )

7. Military activity remained light in the
northern pyovinces, but there are indications that
- t attacks.
a combined

rocket~intantry assault is being planned for Huong

Tra District, the jurisdie nconnassing

Hue. gteutbatjBiitiggﬂlarﬁaﬁhe Viet Cong

attem estroy bridges both nerth and south of

Hue on the nights of 5 ; 8-

ful. - 25X1°
engineer units have been orderaed to complete work on . '
access routes toward Hue to enable Communist armoyx,

artillery and infantry to launch the "final battle "
to resolve the war."

8, Since the fighting subsided two days ago,
some Communist AAA and SAM units in the areas .
immediately north and south of the DMZ have been relo-
cating to new positions to reduce their vulnerability
to air attack. For this reason, there is likely to
be a temporary dimunition in the intensity of: ground-
fire. At the same time, however, a numher of AZA sinitc

» 9. The US Embassy in Saigon estimates that
100,000 refugeeg~~one~third of the provincial population--
have been generated so far by the fighting in Quang Tri.
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qwenty fouri mfugec centers have beon established "

/.., between Quaﬁpgmri‘oiﬁygqﬁé”ﬁhNﬁﬁg~unﬁmrwhhaaaMap&@as-_w.m.ﬂ,wjym,ﬁ
of an intermm?imterial conniree ha&dedwhy'M¢§isteg-1_u._

 of State Dzl ghan Quang Dan. .- -

TS TR e e
10. Engaf-initiated activ SR AT .

consisted miinly of yocket and mortar attacks against
South vietningse positions. Pleiku Alrfield recelved
five 122~mmi s@ckets during the evening of 6 April.

A firebase QﬁKontum‘Provinca was attacked early on

7 Thapril-restlping. in ong ARVN soldier killed and 12

ourded. ~&ﬁ&$0ﬂ¢iﬁ?éﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ@iﬁi@kﬁﬁP*inmﬂmntﬂmwﬁaan.

“‘As element ¢f .the North Vietnamese 320th Divigion has
ibeenordexéamﬁa;dﬁstroy~anARVN'positiOn7at'Dachut-,'
3with-morta£§£Era,uand;andenémy'10gistias unit ‘from the
_Communist$~'ﬁh3 Front, which usually stays well out

o of -combat: Bhagea,. had moyed 12 miles to the east, .

- guggeating fasit the enefy is moving ite ‘supply- lines

3

egloser to éﬁﬂicipated aveas of fighting, New road

‘gonstructich ¥is also been reported.
Viekt Cong’&ﬁﬁggns In‘tﬁe‘tountrysng
S S
11. WHii%-the communists ourrently are concen=
trating th ﬂﬁg.k of their efforts on the big-unit
contest in boanith Vietnam, viet Cong military-and
s :_:"?n‘.
political up~gs also are being encouraged to increase
- preggure agest the South Vietnamese:in the villages. 25X1
A number of heports hroughout s
the country,ﬁgdicate 1@ e Vie ong local apparatus
is busy trylig to take advontage of the lmpact on tHe
rural populgqgon of the initial suctesses enjoyed by
- the Commupi?gimainﬁforces.. .
12, CoﬁmLhist agents around Da Nang reportedly
are tinng*Lﬁ;propagandize the increasing number of
refugees tO%Q?aVG government camps and return to
their formoet homeg . Undercover agents are contacting -
the refugeaip a advising them that they should come
: T
o'é.".
» : é‘_&-
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-7 other pattg\offguanngdm=Prdﬁiﬁéd”aiSO“appafentiy\ '"f'k i
+. vare.working hard ‘to spruce up -thelr local polkitieal ' oo

ﬁr*ﬂorganizations in outlying hamlets and villages.’
sz Emphasis-ig being placed on organizing support among .
SN nority Tand ppooialidntorsst gEoups iR BaY BOW. o D

~ be having doubtn about ‘the abillty of government
Tl pecurity forces to protect them., o \ g

S w:e. w033, Parther south in MR-3, enemy cadre in a
Ccpemmunist command northwest of Saigon reportedly have

eavhesngiven dnstructions to strengthen local Viet , o
_M@&#%wwmpp@&@%&a&hxbﬁgﬁﬂiﬁaﬁimﬁéEthefésbyhrecruitinq o 9BXq-
\”wg.:atudgntsfana'ihdividuals\with'famil members in the =~ :

PR these peop
oo Tare now ely to be more vulnerable to Commuhist
e nwawéﬂturea»£0xgsuppdxt.whileﬂSauthuyietnamasa;units
<o are under attack and suffering heavy losses.,

i . - 14. In the delta, enemy cadre reportedly are

o forming "special action teams" to help penetrate and
overrun more government outposts. &An eneny provincial
directive authorizing the formation cof ‘the new teams
stated that the capture of government outposts was
an important part in disrupting the government's
pacification program. The destruction of the program’
the document claimed would provide the necessary
“gpringboard for a general offensive." 1In Kien Phong
pProvince, Viet Cong cadre reportedly have been ingtructed
to step up their efforts to organize subversive organ~
{zations in government areas to help launch a general
uwprising campaign at some future unspecified date.

15, . Much of the current Viet Cong activity being
reported does not suggest much of a change from
. standard Communist procedures at the local level. The
. current emphasis, however, indicates that Viet Cong
officials clearly hope to capitalize on tho adverse
psychological effects government setbacks are having
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No Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/10/14 : LOC'H,AK'559'3O':15'2




No Objection to Declassification in Part 2011/10/14 : LOC-HAK-559-30-15-2
25X1 '

L]

on the local population as a result of the successes
of their main force attacks farther north.

popular Reactions

16.- Communist agitation plans notwithstanding,
much of the civilian population in Saigon and in
other parts of the country wéll away from the fighting
is still going about its ordinary business with very
few outward signs of serious alarm. As the aation
spreads from one front to another, however, apprehension
anmong ¢ivilians is growing. :

17. One bit of evidence reflecting the absence

of panic at least in Saigon is the fact that over the
past several days the black market rate for the US
"dollars and the price of gold have actually dropped
slightly. Pro-administration politiclans remain
publicly optimistic, Lower House Speaker Can was quoted
in the semi-official press yesterday asserting that the
South Vietnamese army is holding the line in Quang Tri
and that only US air support was nceded to- defeat the
enemy.

. 18. At the same time, many leading figures in the
capltal are voicing increasing concern. Leading

- puddhist Senator Mau, whose strongest support is probably
contered in the northern provinces, expressed’ fear that
Quang Tri City is "doomed" and Hue might prove impossible

' to hold. Another politician who has long been a caustic¢
critic of the Thieu regime, Senator Chuc, charged that
the military situation was not as disturbing as the lack
of political leadership being provided by the gevernment.,
In Quang Ngal Province, in southern Military Region 1,

. local Buddhist notables are "extremely concerned” about
eneny attacks further north. The monks reportedly are
supporting the expansion of an organization among local
high school students aimed at preventing Viet Cong
infiltration of student bodiles or of Quang Ngai City. _
Any relevant information will be turned over immediatoly
to province security authorities for action.,
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I9. So far, howaver, most Vietnamese are still
-ﬁwmf*yﬂwwatﬂhingwﬁhﬁ_Bituatiﬂﬂ”ﬁﬂrﬂfﬂlly-aﬂd"th@rﬁgdﬂﬁﬂﬁnOt
... 8ppear to be any popular groundswall of sentiment
o roeither for or against the government as a rosult of
" tha war news., ST e s e
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oo 20w - buring March the flow of supplies through the
~-Communist logistic network in the southern Laotian ‘
i s it a very high level,
j ) more than 5,5 tons Of supplies
+-moved through the Ban Phone area in March. The cargo
‘f-g,_@;;;;xﬁ&ﬁﬂ%uﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬂmkﬁaﬂtml#ﬁﬂﬂT#ﬂnayQfﬂIiﬂﬂj_1,000 tons of
Tt oovgrdnance, and 1,100°%ns of ‘gasoline. The ordiance
deliverics in March dncrease the amount of arms and
- sammunition moved to that area since 1 February to at
o .edeast 3,800 tons, most of which is probably for suppcort -
_of major offensive campaigns in the B-3 Front and ,

25X1
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. 2l. The extremely large volume of gasoline.shipped
o, - s sufficient to maintain a mejor transport effort in
(:i; - the southern Panhandle and northern Cambodia well into
o - the wet sgeason. '

25X1 ‘ 22,

the North Vietnames
arge quantities of supplies
at least through April.

_ the x ¢ he third day of April, which it called
the month of the "General Transnortation ,
25X1 Offensive. 11s use of the term may indicate

that the North Vietnamese plan to move more supplies. 25X1
during April than in any of the three previocus months
" of the offensiva. \ ' o5X1

In North Vietnam

¢ 23. Tho North Vietnamese 325th Division is apparently
moving south from the Hanoi areca to supplement Communist

25X1
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