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5UBJECT= Lysergic Acid (LSD)

» 
l. Lysergic Acid is a synthoiic chemical havinfi similar molecular 

structures of various ergot derivatives. As is we1l—hnown, ergot is a 
rust which affects rye dwring its growth. Also well-known is the fact 
that ergot has certain properties which produce mental derangement, 
mental and physical disorders, and in certain forms can produce death. 
Mrgot, however, has very valuable medicinal value, particularly in 
connection with treatment of women before and after childbirth and in 
curing certain types of migraine headaches. 

2. Lysorgic Acid (LSD) has, up until recently, been produced by 
the SAEDOZ Chemical organisation whose main headquarters are at "asel, 
Switzerland. The synthetic ergot (LSD) was developed by a Dr. Hoffman, 
who is the chief researcher for Sandoz. One of Dr. Hoffman's many out- 
standin: assistants, and parcntly a protege of Dr. Hoffman's, is 
Dr. Rudolph Dircher also a Swiss National. 
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3. For many years, it has been nell~hnown that rariou: doctors; 
psychiatrists, scientists in various countries in Europe have been 
experimenting with ergot or Lyscrgic Acid. This has teen, as far as 
is known, almost always purchased from the Eandoa organization which 
sells chemicals to the world. This exoerimentation generally is of 
a psychiatric nature but there have been certain indications that some 
countries, and possibly the Soviet Unien,\have considered the use of 
tyscrgic Acid for either chemical warfarefl psychological warfare, or 
military purposes. 

h. Since the unusual properties of ergot and JOFG importantly 
Lysergic Acid have been known to ART[€HQK3 for some time, the develop- 
ment of this chemical has been of intense interest. 

,.4_ 
3' _) (- ?.v In connection with nh's, the writer learned long ago . 

.: 6' 5 f of the o11tsta:~_din{*_ researchers 
in ;h¢' ie d 5“n5rt@>1¢, iypnosic and soporific chemicals and drugs) 
was doing research work in Lyserqic Acid and has reportedly advocating 
X‘: stud” “'1 rco " 1"-r t‘ wade several trip? to C ,.\.:- . _, 

(41, t .. onlselnon iy ._ ’
) 

Europe and durinf those trips to H1rope he visited nnnerens individuals 
and discussed Lysergic Acid with then and spent a considerable mnonnt 

~r~ ' Q of time with ob icinls of thclfilnndozn COIl1f1flY\'j inclndinrj 
C-~ and others. his rotnrn from Europe in 

1952, made a report in connection with"this and again stressed the in- 
terest in and importance of Lysergic Acid. 
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