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faté after the next harvest. In the DDE this would be accom-

‘pliched inderendently, wheress in the Federal Republic it had

been rossible only through miliionsg of marks in loans. Be
declared that the USSR would make no furither demandes for old
locomotives as reparaticn ~ayments, which was arother sign

of Soviet cooperztion. He discussed the incidernt ir Oranienburg
occarioned by the birthday celebraticn for I'elegate Techert,

"hen 5 group of vorkers occuvnied the hall twe hours before

the ceremcnles began, he addressed them, asking to know how
they could reconcile absenteeizm ard waste of gacoline with
the fulfillment of the economic nl:zn. It was the duty of the
CDv' to find the basis for its existence in the constituticn,
vhich purranteed ths rights of churzches. He would sce to it
that there was no infringement of tnacge rights. fince the

~disscluticn of the council of elders wase uncotstituticnal, he

wovld. nrotest. Tra western nress had published Cardinal -
rreysini's letter without the Jatterids knowledge. Nuschke
stated that he would nake an effort to meet the desires of
the church and hsd passed the letter to the responsible
suthorities for sction. The Christias services in Sachsen-
hausent ¢nd Probsi Grfiher's ststemente were largely to thank
for the final disbapding of the in%ternment camne. Wischke
declared thet he supported a sincers blde noliecy, el though

he acdmitted that philosophical differences existed between the
rartlies. The watehword coming from the bloc meeting was
unconditional cooreration. The CDU had the historiesl rission
cf preserving the neace for the nation and fighting for
aational vnity,

Emilh: Fa:cher, HNalle, resnonded since he stated that he felt
himself addrezsed by MWuschke's rems+is. His statements in
Potsdam had been c¢hecled over peforoe celivery by the Landes-
verband (party orgsnizaticn &%t Land level), hence he could see
n¢ resscn for revroach on that scors. Quotations had been
cited out of context. The matter ¢ the speech had bheen dig-
cuszed in a four-hour bloec session in Halle and it was declided
in the end to leave final decisicn or the nmatter to the CLU
execrtive committee of the Land (Ls' cesvorstand). The attack
which CTU Deputv Fuche nade apainst him should not be regarded
as relevant since it did not coue firom the SFD but from an
ex-varty man who had, incidentalliy, become involved in g gralt
scandal, e stated that he regrettcd the misunderstanding
caused by kis remarks at Potsdam, but that no one could claim
that he was hypocritical., He cited detaile of his noliticatl

ractivities, and stated the belicf that the way in which the

SED wae nov going forward was not the way in which tc build
up the Naticnal Front. Ceceperation can only exist when there
is tolerance. The volicy of the ™estern CDU was wrorig, bub
in fighting this policy one shoulsd rot ge wrong onecelf, His
attitude towards the USER had alvaye been roslitive, gnd in
Vestern Germany he hed never failed to sunport nublic
Biscussion of th's attitude.

Rev. Felmuth Mehnert, I8bau, called for close cooperation
with the SFD in the bloec. History canot be turned haeck,
All mist be reddy for sincere cconerstion 0 that no recrim-
inaticns cen be made. All efforts must ve bent towards
establiching a sincere friendship with the USSR, '

August Bach of "eimar spoke for the Thuringlan Landesverband
In stating that the events of the nast week could have been
avoided if the varty leaders on the central committee had
straightened matters out on their owa at an earlier date.

He came out against the volicy commitiee in its nrecent form,
saying that it offered no guarantee for better work in the
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future. The decieions of one weel nast had not been satis-
factory. A gnade should be 2alled a snade, and tre leaders
must have the ecourage to clear the atmosvhere. Nuschke must
aay more than has teen the case in the nast.

Franz Reczicel, renresentative of the workers in the Saxony-
Anhalt CDU, caid that the organization of rarty grouns within
factories was going forward. '

Otto Freitag of Dresden objected %o Bach's statements and
called for nlain speaking. One should naturally have the
courage to learn from this exrerience and only a fool would
want to do away with the reforms, but he refused to have a
part in nolitical deals and asked that Hickmanr. te given the
ovportunity to find the right road. Fven the SFD thought
that veovle who were volitical fence-sitters were suitstble
meteriel for the National Front. The same rule shouid epply
to the CDU., "hoever cannot abide by the decislons of the
policy commlttee should go. The friendly handshake exchanged
between Nuschke and Hickmenn at Fri Kirsch's funeral had
been roliticslly symbolical for many. The central committee
must meke the narty line clear. ™"ar and peace are in the
balance. The policy of neutrality must be onposed. The

CDU stsnds on the side of the forces of neace. Freitag
attested to his belief in scclalism. He warned that it

must be exvected that verhavs other party leaders would
fall.

Airnold Cohr, chairman of the Eerlin ILandesvorstand, declared
that he had seen the present developments coming since the

CDU had strayed from its nrogram as laid down in Julv 1245,
The cricic Kaiser had crested had never been dispelled nith
radical enough action. He asked that all local groups study
the theses of the Ferlin Landesverband ac well as the declara-

tion of the volicy committee. ™zlther Rlcker's article which -

anreared in the Thuringlan »ress should aleo be given
attention.

Karl Grobbel, chalrman of the Brendenburg Landesverbtand,
spoke of the difficult position of his crranization. It
was exceptionsily difficult to nske his penbershin accept
the Cdsr-Neisse line, and for this reason he welcomed the

_declaration of the policy committee. The exrlanaticn for

cooneration between the CSU and the CPJ which Jakot Kaiser
gave on the radic had been a blow for his organization.

He asked that nrogressives be given nore prominence and
mentioned in this connection the neme of Landrat Gerlich
of Ost-Priegnitz. Grobtel statad that he was exerting an
effort to make his organization rrogressive and he would
l1ike everyone to te awere of that fact. Much trouble was
caused by RIAS pronaganda which called for necrle to refuse
0 do what the SED wanted. There is the need for much
enlightenment to prevent frienés of the narty from becoming
tools of fcrelgn interests.

Schmidt, Tand secretary from ™eimar, called for v»lain talk.
The blame for what had haprened should be placed on the Cou
rather than the SED since the CDU varty line had failed to
influence every narty member. Ever since Frfurt, & gan has
existed between the snokesmen of the varty and the renk and
file. The shake-un nacesssry %to the marty will require
reorientation affecting the lowest rsrks of the rarty. The
jnfection in the party must te scotched. All members must
be brought around to the viewvoint rerresented by the
leipzig declsions.
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kinister Steidl.z revrcached the rarty for nct having snalysed
the Teirzig devisions vroverly. 7The daily nress muct be used
more and more for enlightenment. It haprened too often that
the economy wz: be*rayed as, for exanrle, by the resvonsible
rarties on the island of Fiems, He acsked for beiter rersonnel
¢0 that the narty’s rrogrsn can be carried out. It had been
anparent that some rerty sneskers had not 2lvwoys been sure

of themselves, The nress had recently nublished four adver-
tisements fron "estern firms. Party discinline riust become
more strict, and the wrong tone should be avoided in committee
discussions, as, for examnle, in debating the workers' nro-
tective act. Party leaders must find the courage to command.
Steidle exrressed astonishment thet Grobbel haé brought up
the Oder-Nelsse line apaln. Such veople should have ssked
for the flcoor in lLeinzig. (8hovrts: It wasn't overmitted!)
Adenauer's sttitude was to be cecndemned. A definitive stand
must be taken for Scviet-German friendshion., It was toc bad
that the Newe 731t had missed the ovpvortunity to glve immedi-
ate answer to #n article in the Telegraf which hed branded
S%alin & war criminsl. Steidle cleimed that he had continusl
difficultizs 2= minister beczuse the Democratic Yomen‘s Union
asserted that CPU women d1d rot cconerate. The world is
verging on war, =nd therefore the struggle for neace must.

be 811 the moyre vigorous.

Georg Dertingsr stated that the exchange of views had cleared
the atmosnhers, but more attention must be given to a clarifi-
cation of the -arty's decicions and to the case cf Hickmann,
Schwob, ™itte and others. To pget and keep the right sort of
reonle in the party was the oroblem of the future. Frnhasis
on the elections was misguided. Although the Yest is increas-
ing 1ts war wroraranda, the varty had failed to sift out its
leaders until it was too late., 3ide-stevnping of the issues
could no lonzer be excused. The resvonsibility for inrer-
narty corrurtion llesz with Jakob ¥airser, who varticulerly in
the recent past has succeeded in causing confusion among the
renk and file, ™uschke remasins too reserved in his anvroach.
Since the rrover stens were not taken in time, the vressure
of the mob had recently been necessary to bring action. The
Hickmann incident had certainly not been engineered with any
ulterior motives but had been dramatized because of the world
situaticn. The Soviet Control Commission could rnot be blamed
for not trusting the CDU. It is the task of the narty, now

at the last moment, to step in sné act in a Christian
Femocratic way. The Chrisctian ™est had two million unemployed,
pornograrhic literature, and a2 foreign Jegion. All must admit
that the East German "savages' are better Christians. The
will of the working clacs exerted pressure in the case of
Hickmann. A weeidiing out of the membership of the lLandes-
verbdnde ,chould bring a much more vigoroussstand on issues.

Fried of Berlin called for a clearer statement of voliicy.
There should be nc resl surnrise at the current predicament
of the rarty since the rarty's stand against Adenauver and
Kaiser had up to t"is time not been clear enough. Since
1619 Adenauer's policy had been senaratism. Kaicer's nolicy
of last-ditch defense could only have dangercus Consequences.

"alther Ricker of Frfurt called attention to the fact that
the Thuringian Landesverband could not agree to any attempts

to Jjustify Hickmann's choice of nersonnel. Thuringla refused

to accert his actions as vell as his political orinicns. The
[adniat - e " * -

SED had a rerfect right to intervene. Dertinger naintains
that Hickmann might be retained; this warz wrong. He may
esteem him nersonsily, tut he must fight hinm politically.
Freitag 2nd Jentsch were involved in intrigues which would
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12t the vartv into sinilsr difficulties 1In another four
veerg, “hat Freitag had raid today cculd not bhe taken
seriously.

Feinhold Tobedanz likewise called for a clearly defined
mebershir rolicy and exnressed the opinion that Witte
covld not be retained much longer.

Dertinger asked for the flcor and cslled for a clarifi-
caticr of Riicker's remarks. He wished to know if they
shoulé be construerd as a statement of lack of confidence
in zona'! leadercshir.

Etlcker declared that the remarks were not meant thies way,

Frean Sch¥ifer of Berlin called for a well-defined stand on
mass crganigz=tiones and the Temocratic ™omen's Union.

"ilhelm Pacher welcomed Fascher's statements and exnressed
the hore that tie would take the same sztand in »ublic. He
demanded that the erecutive comnittees of the L¥nder vurge
themselves at their next elections. The decision must be
made to change the coaracter of the narty's membership
even if it meant that many weuld drop out in the future.
The cutside influence on narty affeirs was juctified.

The CLU should see the point cf what has hanpened. Those
who don't belong in the rvartv should get out. Whoever
doesn't vay his dues rvet be regarded as nolitically
unreliatle. Those whe fail fo pay dues must be exvelled.
It would be better to have 22,000 than 220,CCC members if
those who remzin are uzited by common conviction. The gap
between leaderchin and members must te closed. Rohner had
been a dIsgppointment »xnd the SED waes not to blane if it
showed 1tself mistrustful. He demanded thest every office-
rolder in the narty be submitted to serutiny. The fune-
tionaries whc do not mect requiremente should bhe exnelled
from the varty. There are nlentv of progressives in the
CPU, but they must have more to =ay for themselves.

Freitag of Saxony objected to Rficker's remarks in which he

wae charped with politlcal intrigue. Freitag stated that,

like Hickmann, he must raise the question of whether he lLad
the rarty's confidence.

Riicker exrressed the orinion thst Freitag and Jentsch chould
be given the same trestment as Hickmann.

Nuschke stated that Freltag's case wer a matter for clarifi-
catlion by the vnolicy committee. "™ith regard to Rohnery he
seid that the man wac one ¢f the fcurders of the CTU. He
regretted Rohiner®s decision to Zezve the rarty. He then
read a letter from Rehner in which the latter ststed that
he could not be exrected te gtay in the narty sirce they
spat at hies wife in Oranienburg, struck down his doughter,
and excluded his son from the state examinatione. Nuschke
exvrersed the hore thet the differences arising from the
Hickmann case ccoculd be ironecd cut. Biekmann ccould not have
remained in the rarty since Fleck had sz2id that it was a

- political necessity for him to disavwpear from the vnolitical

scene. Nuschke ingsisted that the board of exanination for
Hickmann's case was necessary since it is impossible to
nass judgment simvly on the tasis of a remark. Fecently

8 high functionary of the Thurirglian Landesverband had
excreded hies leave by eight days snd the Landesverband had
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asked "Yuzachke %> exrel him. On this occasion Wuschke had
aleo cald tha' a check must first be made and consequently
did not out through the order for exrulsion. The men in
question was /ficker., (Poars of lavghter.)

Riczer declaved that he wouléd not reccgnize the nolicy
comnitioe until Steldle and Grnter-Gilmans were elected
to 1.

Frau Schifer of Berlin comnlained that her =wotion on mass
nrrand zaticns had not come ur for consideration.

Wuschke maintainsd that this motion had not been submitted
in writlng, but :het the wolicy committee wruld nevertheless

4

concern 1teeldf wlith the mztter,

“ehnert objiected that an artificlzl criszis had heen created
in trhe CDU 25 & result of the various Tandesverbinde exrress-
ing lack of confidence in esch other,

A rublic statenent wae then read and aprroved, and the case
of Freitag war turned over tc the rolicy committee for
declsion.

popd , b)(1
Comment: As a rezult of this nmeeting; members of (o)1)

the CLU cen.rel committee have bren left with g verv noor (b)(3)
Imnression of thelr veriy leaders on Land leval., It was
appar~nt thit the Land chalrmen who attended :he nmeeting
indulge 1in 4he zame form of gelf-criticism and zelf-
Cebasement :cscclated with the SY¥D and Communi=zt narties.
This all-zone mecting,; narticularly the last mart of ity
had the flavor of a rrail-time Communist gathotving at which
the rarticirants -9i11lify each other with rersonal insults.
Tvents In the zene ave at vresent harpening so guickly

that there were narilcirants rvrezent, such as R: land of
Leirzig, vto, “Withimy taeay mowiedee, hhd peen oxpe.lled
from the narty on tha rrevions day,
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