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age; 
fats after the_next harvest. In the DDR this would be accom- plished inooyonocttly, whereas in the Feaeral Republic it had been nossihlo only through millions of marks in loanss He declared that the USSR would make no further demands for old locomotives as reoatatitn nayments, which was another sign of Soviet cooperation“ he discussed the incioent in Oranienburg occasioned by the birthday celebration for Telegate Pechetta when a group of workers occuoiec the hall two hours before the ceremonies began, he addressed them, asking to know how they could'reconcile absenteeism and waste of gasoline with the fulfillment of the economic nlan. It was the duty of the CD? to find the basis for its existence in the constitution, which guaranteed the rights of churches“ He would see to it that thens was no infringement of these rights. Fince the vdissolutlon of the council of elders was unconstitutional, he woulovnyotest. The western nress had published Cardinal . Preyeingis letter without the }atter‘s knowledge. Nuschke stated that he would make an effort to meet the desires of the church and had passed the letter to the responsible authorities for notion. The Christmas services in Sachsene hausen and Probsi Grhher's statement? were largely to thank For the final disbanoing of the internment camns. Wuschke declared that he suooorted a sincere bloc nolicy, although he acmitted that ohiloaonhicalzfifferences existed between the nertieei The watchword coming from the bloc meeting was unconditional cooreration, The CDU had the historical mission of nreserving the oeace for the nation and fighting for national unity. 
Emilh Fascher, Kalle, resnonded since he stated that he felt himself addressed by Uuechke"s remayhs. His statements in Potsfiam had been checked over before oelivery by the Landes~ verband (party organization at Land level), hence he could see no reason for renvoach on that ecoro. Quotations had been citeo out of context“ The matte? of the saeech had been dis» cusaefi in a fourehour bloc session Ln Halle and it was decideo in the and to leave final decision on the matter to the CDU exeortive committee of the Land (Laroesvoratand). The attack which CTU hcnuty Fuchs made against him should not he regarded as relevant since it did not come from the SED but from an ex~narty man who had,incioenta1lm become involved in a graft scandal, He stated that he regretteo the misunderstanding caused by his remarks at Potsdam, but that no one could claim that he was hypocritical. He cited details of his political activitiesfi and stated the belief that the way in which the SBD was-now going forward was not the way in which to build up the National Front. Cooneration can only exist when there is tolerance. The oolicy of the “eatern CDU was wrong, but in fighting this policy one shoulfi not go wrong oneself. his attitude towards the USSR had always been oositive, and in Western Germany he had never failed to suopoct ouhlic discussion of th’s attitude. 

e. 
F! 

Rev. Eelmuth Mchnert, Lobau, called for close cooperation with the SEE in the bloc. History canrot be turned hack. All must be reaoy.for sincere ccooeration so that no recrim- inaticns can be made. All efforts must he bent towards establishing a sincere friendahin with the USSR. ‘ 

August Bach of Weimaa stoke for the Thuringian Lanoesverband in stating that the events of the nest week could have been avoided if the narty leaders on the central committee had straightened matters out on their own at an earlier date“ He came out against the policy committee in its oresent form, saying that it offered no guarantee for better work in_the 
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£$% 
future. The decisions of one meek naet had not been satie» 
factory” A shade should be called a suede, and the leaders 
must have the courage to cloaf the atmoenhereo Nuschke must 
say more than has been the case in the past. 

Franz Reczicak, renresentative of the workers in the Saxony» 
Anhelt CDU, eeid that the organization of warty groups within 
factories was going forward.

' 

Otto Ereitag of firesden objected to Bach's statements and 
called for nlain speaking“ One should naturally have the 
couraye to learn from this excerience and only a fool would 
want to do away with the reforms, but he refused to have a 
cart in nolitical deals and asked that Hickmann be given the 
opportunity to find the right road. Even the SED thought 
that peocle who were nolitical fence»sitters were suitable 
materiel for the National Front, The same rule should apply 
to the CDU. Whoever cannot abide by the decisions of the 
policy committee should go. The friendly handshake exchanged 
between Nuschke and Hickmann at Fre Kirsch"s funeral had 
been nolitically eymbolical for many“ The central committee 
must make the party line clear. war and peace are in the 
balance. The policy of neutrality must be onposed. The 
CDU stands on the side of the forces of peace. Freitag 
attested to his belief in socialism. He warned that it 
must be exnected that nerhaos other party leadera would 
fall. 
Arnold Gohr, chairman of the Berlin Landeevorstandhdeclared 
that he had seen the present developments coming since the 
CDU had strayed from its orogrnm ac laid down in July l94§“ 
The crisis Kaiser had created had never been dispelled with 
radical enough action. He asked that all local groups study 
the theses of the Perlin Landesverbend as well as the declare 
tion of the policy committee. “either Rhoker's article which 
anreared in the Thuringian nresa should also be given 
attention. 
Karl Grobbel, chairman of the Brandenburg Landesverband, 
spoke of the difficult position of his orpanization. It 
was exceptionally difficult to make his membership accept 
the Oder~Neisse line, and for this reaeon he welcomed the 
declaration of the policy committeec The explanation for 
cooperation between the CSU and the CDU which Jakob Kaiser 
gave on the radio had been a blow for his organization. 
He aeked that nrogreseives be given more nrominence and 
mentioned in this connection the name of Landrat Gerlich 
of 0st»Priegnitz. Grobbel stated that he was exerting an 
effort to make his organization wrogreseive and he would 
like everyone to be aware of that fact» Much trouble was 
caused by PIAS pronaganda which called for neorle to refuse 
to do what the SED wanted. There is the need for much 
enlightenment to prevent friends of the narty from becoming 
tools of foreign interests“ 

Schmidt, Tend secretary from Weimar, called for nlain talk“ 
The blame for what had haptened should be placed on the CDU 
rather than the SED since the CDU narty line had failed to 
influence every narty member, Ever since Erfurt, a gen has 
existed between the spokesmen of the carty and the rank and 
file. The shake~un necessary to the party will require 
reorientation affecting the lowest ranks of the warty“ The 
infection in the party must be scotched. All members must 
be brought around to the viewcoint renreeented by the 
Leipzig decisions, 
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Minister Steidla reorcachod the narty for not having analysed 
the Ieinzig dezisions nrooerly. The daily nress must he used 
more and more for enlightenment. It happened too often that 
the economy wa¢ betrayed as? for examole, by the responsible 
oarties on the island of Hiems. He asked for better nersonnel 
so that the narty’s nrogram can be carried out. It had been 
anoarent that some warty speakers had not always been sure of themselves. The areas had recently nublishcd four adver» 
tisements fron western firms. Party discinline must become 
more strict, and the wrong tone should be avoided in committee 
discussions, as, for examnle, in debating the workers’ bro- 
tective act» Party leaders must find the courage to command. 
Steidle exrressed astonishment that Grobbel had brought up 
the Oder-Ntisse line againt Such DEODIP should have asked 
for the floor in Leinzig. (Shorts: It wasn”t cermittedl) 
Adenauer's attitude was to be condemned. A definitive stand 
must be taken for Soviet-German friendshio. It was too bad 
that the figgg gilt had missed the oooortunity to give immedi~ ate answer to an article in the Zglegraf which had branded Stalin a war criminal. Ste dle claimed that he had continual difficulties as minister because the Democratic Women“s Union 
asserted that CPU women did not coonerate. The world is verging on war, and therefore the struggle for neace must. 
be all the more vigorous. 

5‘ m am Georg Dertinger stated that the exchange of views cleared 
the atmosnhere, but more attention must be given to a clarifi- cation of the »arty‘s decisions and to the case of Hickmann, 
Schwob, "ittc and others. To get and keep the right sort of neople in the party was the nroblem of the future. Emnhasis on the elections was misguided. Although the "est is increas- ing its war bronaranda, the narty had failed to sift out its leaders until it was too late. Sideesteoping of the issues could no longer be excused. The resnonsibility for inner» 
narty corruvtion lies with Jakob Kaiser, who narticularly in the recent nest has succeeded in causing confusion among the rank and file. Wuschke remains too reserved in his anproach. Since the nrooer stems were not taken in time, the nressurc of the mob had recently been necessary to bring action. The Hickmann incident had certainly not been engineered with any ulterior motives but had been dramatized because of the world situation. "The Soviet Control Commission could not be blamed for not trusting the CDU. It is the task of the warty, now at the last moment, to step in and act in a Christian Democratic way. The Christian “est had two million unemployed, pornograohic litera+ure,and a foreign legion. All must admit that the East German "savages" are better Christians. The will of the working class exerted nressure in the case of Hickmannt A weeding out of the membershio of the Landsa- verbande,should bring a much more vigoroussstand on issuest 
Fried of Berlin called for a clearer statement of nolicy. There should.be no real surnrise at the current predicament of the narty since the narty's stand against Adenauer and Kaiser had no to this time not been clear enough. Since 1919 Adenauer's policy had been senaratism. Kaiser's nolicy of last—ditch defense could only have dangerous consequences. 
Walther Rflcker of Erfurt called attention to the fact that the Thuringian Landesverband could not agree to any attempts to justify Hickmann's choice of nersonnel. Thuringia refused to accent his actions as cell as his.no1itical oninions. The SEE had a nerfect right to intervene. Eertinger maintains that Hickmann might be retained; This was wrong. He may esteem him oersonally, but he must fight him politicallyi Freitag and Jentsch were involved in intriyues which would 
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got the vartv into similar difficulties in another four 
reeks. "hat Freitag had said tooay could not he taken 
seriously.

_ 

Peinhold Lobedenz likewise called for a clearly defined 
menborshiv-oolicy and exoressec the opinion that Witte 
corlo not be retained much longer. 
Dertinger asked for the floor and called for a clarifi» 
cation of Rficker's remarks. He wished to know if they 
should be construod as a statement of lack of confidence 
in zone; leadershir. 
Rocker declared that the remarks were not meant this ways 
Fran Schéfer of Berlin called for a well-defined stand on 
mass organi2stions.and the Demooratic Women's Uniont 
Wilhelm Pachem welcomed Fascher's statements and expressed 
the hove that he would take the same stand in wublic. He 
demanded that the erecrtive committees of the Lender ourge 
themselves at their T€Xt elections. The decision must be 
made to change the caaracter of the nartv‘s membership 
even if it meant that many would drop out in the future. 
The outside influence on warty affairs was jurtifieé. 
The CDU should see the ooint of whet has hanpened. Those 
who don't belong in the oartv should get out. Whoever doesn't may his dues rust be regarded as nolitically 
unreliable. Those whc fail to may dues must be excelled. 
It would be better to have 22,Cfi0 than 229,000 members if 
those who reme1n_are united by common convictionr The gao between leadershin and members must he closed. Rohner had 
been a disanpointment and the SRD was not to blame if it 
showed itself mistrustful. He demanded that every office- holder in the oerty be submitted to scrutiny. The func~ 
tionaries who do not moot requirements should be expelled from the narty, There are olentv of progressives in the 
CDU, but they must have more to say for themselves, 
Freitag of Saxony objected to Rficker‘s remarks in which he 
was charged with oolitlcal intrigue. Frei*ag stated that, like Hickmann, he must raise the question of whether he had 
the narty"s confidence. 
Rficker exoressed the opinion that Freitag and Jentsch should be given the some treatment as Hickmann. 
Wnschke stated that Freitag“s case war a matter for c1arifi~ cation by the oolicy committee. with regard to Rohner, he 
said that the man was one of the fcuooers of the CTU. He regretted Rohner*s decision to leave the oertys He then 
read a letter from Rohner in which the latter stated that 
he coulo not be exnecteo to stay in the oarty since they 
scat at his wife in Oranienburgy struck down his daughter, 
and excluded his son from the state examinations. Nuschke 
exoreesed the hove that the differences arising from the 
Hickmann case coulfi be ironed outt Hickmann could not have 
remained in the warty since Fleck has said that it was a 
political necessity for him to fiiseopear from the oolitical 
scene. Nuschke insisted that the board of examination for 
Hickmann“s case was necessary since it is impossible to 
nass juogment simoly on the basis of a remark. Eecently 
a high functionary of the Thurirgian Landesverhand had 
exceeded his leave by eight days ané the Landesvorband had 
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asked Yuschke flu exhei him,‘ fin this occasion Nuechke had 
also said ths* a eheck_must first be made and censequently 
did not nut thhpngh the order for expulsion. The men in 
question was Hfieker. (hoars of laughter.) 

. Rficxer eec1a“ed that he would not recognize the nolicy 
committee until Ste die and Genter~Gi1mans were elected 
to ifiu . 

Frau Schefer of Berlin complained that her mctinn on mass 
nrganizatihns had not come ur for consideration» 
Nuschke maintainflfi that this motion had not been submitted 
in writing, but Jhet the holicy committee wfuld nevertheless 
concern itself with the matters 

-‘!§'k-»~ 

v_

5

E

i 

in the CDL as e rcsuit of the various Lahdesverbende exvress~ 
ing lack of cohfiflence in each other» ‘ 

A hublic-statement wae then reed and anhroved, and the case 
of Freitag was turned over ts the helicy committee for 

u I ‘l [D 3; 1 “ehnert objected that an ertlivciai crisis had been created 

decision.
Y 

2 . 2 b 1 K;;;;;LQgm@g1§: As e result 01 thls meeting; members of (DX3 
the CDU cen.re1 committee have been left with a very moor 
imnreesion of their party leaders on Lane level, It was 
apparent that the Land ehairmen who attended zhe meeting 
indulge in the same form of selfmcriticism an: self» 
debasement associated with the BED and Communist parties“ 
This e11»zoue meeting, narticulerly the lest hawt of it, 
had the flavor of e email-time Communist gathering at which 
the verticihants ¢Wilify each ether with nersonal insults“ 
Fvents in the zone are at tfesent he“pening so quickly 
that there were narticihants Present, such as Rm lanfi of 
Leirzig, who, ‘witflflht thelr xnew¢edee,'huu been cxhtileg 
from the warty on the Previous day. 
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