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DEL CRIMINAL NAZI EN LA ARGENTINA
(Segunda entrega)

EliGEL
VIVID EN SANTIAGO

DEL ESTERO?
El 5 de Julio, el diario "El Liberal" de Santiago del Estero, denuncie quo Josef
Mengele bailie vivid° en la ciudad, de La Banda, a pocos Idlemetros de la capital.
kimediatamente docenas de antiguos pobladores reconocieron en las fates de
Mengele a Adolfo Watterio Ascher, un admen quo aparecie en 1946 y desapa-
recie, casi misteriosamente, en 1958. Ante la gravedad de la denuncia el juez
del crimen, Andres F. Miotti, Arid el expediente nfimero 2085/85, iniciando la
investigación judicial. GENIE meanie la ciudad de La Banda . metro a metro
recopilando dates y testimonies sobre Ia personalidad del sunuento Mengele. El
resultado: una historia apasionante y un nuevo enigma que se agrega a la aza-
rosa vida del criminal de guerra mas buscado en todo el mundo.

il
ulio de 1946. Jose Do-
minguez sale a la puerta
de su finca. El polvo le
oblige a entrecerrar los
ojos. Por el Gamin° de
tierra se acercan dos

hombres. A uno de ellos lo reco-
noce inmediatamente: es el in-
geniero Hermann Klein. El se-
gundo jefe de la empresa
Gruend . Wilfinger, que esta
construyendo el dique Los Qui-
roga. Al otro es la primera vez
que lo ye. De una cosa no tiene
dudas: tambiên es "gringo".
Selo los alemanes usan el pelo
tan corto y caminan asi de er-
guidos. "Como soldados desii-
lando" piensa Dominguez.
Cuando los tiene mas cerca ve
que "el gringo" renguea de una
pierna. Lo vuelve a ver en di-
ciembre de ese alio. Ya como
duetio de la finca San Fernando
y vecino suyo. Viviran uno junto
al otro durante doce atios.

En julio de 1985 —treinta y
nueve anos despues— Jesus
"Chito" Martinez, periodista de
el diario El Liberal, de Santiago
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del Estero, golpea a puerta de la .
casa de los Dominguez. LlegO.
con unas fotos en la mano. Jose.
(que tiene 61 anos y es a-
buelo) reconoce a su antiguo
vecino: el doctor Adolfo Gualte-
rio Ascher. Pero hay un detalle:
esas fotos pertenecen, en reali-
dad, al criminal de guerra Josef
Mengele. Dominguez no sale de
su asombro. Martinez sonrie
complacido. Su intuicidn perio-
distica acaba de obtener, apa-
rentemente, la primera confir-
maciOn: Ascher seria Mengele.
El 5 de julio El Liberal publica la
primera nota sobre la investiga-
ciOn. eMengueie vivid en La
Banda? Acompanan la nota dos
fotos de la casa donde habla vi-
vido. El 8, el juez del crimen de
La Banda, doctor Andres F.
Miotti, abre el expediente No
2085/85. "lnformaciOn sumaria
referenfe a/ lugar donde habria
residido Joseph Mengele." El
16 Ilega GENIE a Santiago del
Estero. Comienza la caza del
fugitivo mas dificil de atrapar: el
pasado de un hombre.

EL HON11311E DE LOS
OJOS DE MELO

La Banda. Una ciudad a solo
cinco kilOmetros de la capital de
Santiago. Neck) hace. 164 años
y tiene alrededor de 70.000 ha-
bitantes. En verano hace 45
grados a la sombre. En invierno
parecé quo el viento y él polvo
fueran a sepultarla en cualquier
momento. A la hora de la siesta
se acaba el mundo. Solo el
viento camina por las calles.
Aqui, el 18 de noviembre de
1946 Adolfo Gualterio Ascher y
Hermann Klein compraron una
finca. Lo hicieron en la escriba-
nia de Lauro Juan Paz (Entre
Rios al 100, en Santiago) y la
escritura tiene el nOmero 344.
Alli, frente a festigos, Ascher de-
clar6 set argentino naturalizado,
estar casado en primeras nup-
cias y presenta como docu-
mento la Matricula Individual N°
4.008.418, Distrito Militar NO 1.

Compra la finca on 60.000



CEMCI 	
Cornish:5n Empresaria de Medics de Comunicacien Independientes

• I
NO A LA CEINISURA

En los Oltimos dfas, la opinion pOblica ha tornado
conocimiento de las expresiones de distintas entidades
y medios de comunicaci6n, quo han manifestado su
preocupaciOn frente a un proyecto originado por el
Senador NaciOnal Ricardo Lafferriere (UCR - Entre
Rios).

Por otra parte, en la Legislatura de la Provincia de
Buenos Aires, el diputado Pablo RebOn (UCR), ha
presentado un proyecto de caracterfsticas similares al
arriba mencionado.

Estas iniciativas implican un avasallamiento de la li-
bertad de prensa, tanto de los editores y directores de
medios, como de los profesionales que trabajan en
ellos, limitando la tarea de informaciOn y elaboraciOn de
todo tipo de note o comentario, introduciendo una au-
tocensura compulsiva.

POf este proyecto no s610 medios y profesionales
quedan desprotegidos frente a aquellos que usen de
esta poderosa arma sino, lo que es mas -grave frente al
Estado rnismo, el que por esta via se encontrara en
condiciones de acallar todo tipo de critica y_allana el
c.amino hacia una uniformidad de la infotmaciOn, con-
traria a un gobierno de opinion, que es of requisito ba-
sic° de una democracia constitucional. •

Frente a estas manifestaciones, y a otras que se
producen en estos 6Itimos tiempos, todas ellas ten-
dientes a avasallar la expresi6n de los Medics de Co- •
municaciOn lndependientes, la CEMCI senala:

En los Medics de ComunicaciOn IndependienteS
Argentinos, no hay "intereses comprometidos" o dis-

En defensa
de las libertades:

tintos al del ejercicio de su actividad comunicadora con
responsabilidad; esto es con nombre y apellido.

La iniciativa planteada, supone una compulsion
sabre los medies, restrictive de las libertades de prensa
y exPresiOn, Ya que los mas graves atentados contra la
Libertad de Prensa se han consumed° con la excusa
de "jerarquizar la libertad de prensa y expresiOn".

El derecho a Replica quo se pretende instaurar no
es "garantfa de la verdad", ya que solo produce otra
versiOn de los hechos, pero no necesariamente la
verdadera. Mediante esta instrumentaciOn compulsiva,
se pretende instaurar un Derecho en el cual of intere-
sado es Juez y Parte, o sea un Derecho Unilateral ab-
soluto que desconoce Ilmites, y establece of delito de
opini6n.

El lector, oyente o televidente no esta desprotegido,
los medios reflejan a diario, a traves de entrevistas,
opiniones, pedidos de aclaraciOn, rectificaciones, etc.,
la preocupaciOn de sus Directivos por brindar res-
puesta reaponsable al pOblico interesado, pero no
como resultas . de una imposiciOn.

Si se comprueba la existencia de un posible abuso,
êste debe encontrar su limitacien y sanciOn a traves del
Poder Judicial, que constituye la garantia de todos los
derechos de la Ciudadanfa.

Esta iniciativa, de concretarse, representaria la po-
sibilidad de una seria limitaciOn a los medios indepen-
dientes, lo cual hace peligrar su identidad, y por ende of
imprescindible servicio que brindan para que la ciuda-
danfa este bien informada y puede opinar libremente
sabre la gestiOn p6blica.

Por lo tanto la CEMCI:
• Se opone a todo intento de contra lor politico, doctrinario, econOmico, ideolOgico o cientifico q u e implique
un impediment* a la libertad de informar y opinar.
• Exhorta al Poder Legislative Nacional para que, en su papel de custodio de las libertades pUblicas, se
obstenga de sancionar el proyecto en cuestiOn, contrario a expresas previsiones constitucionales (Arts. 14 y
32 C.N.).

POR RESPETO A UD. LECTOR, OYENTE, TELEVIDENTE
QUE NO NECESITA DE ACTITUDES PATERNALISTAS PARA EJERCER SU ELECCION ANTE LA PLURALIDAD

DE MEDIOS INFORMATIVOS, ASEGUREMOS:

MEDIOS LIBRES PARA UN PAIS LIBRE
AAER ADIRA AEDBA ARPA ATA

ASOCIACION ASOCIACION DE ASOCIACION DE ASOCIACION DE ASOCIACION DE
ARGENTINA DE DIARIOS DEL INTEFIIOR EDITORES DE DIARIOS RADt00IFUSORAS TELERADIODIFUSOPLAS
EDITOFIES DE DE LA REPUBUCA DE BUENOS AIRES PRIVADAS ARGENTINAS

REVISTAS ARGENTINA ARGENTINAS
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Ascher (izquierda), Men gele
(Iola mayor) y el expediente que
Mick) el juez Miotti para
esclarecer Si realmenle Men gele
lue Ascher.

pesos y hace una hipoteca par
30.000. (En esa epoca en tractor
costaba 35.000 pesos y un ca-
mi6n con acoplado 20.000 pe-
sos). La finca (en la cane - 25 de
Mayo prolongaciem es uno de
los lugares mas aislados de la
ciudad. Esta rodeada de arboles
y sal() se puede Ilegar a ella
atravesando caminos de tierra.

Los bandenos (en ese enton-
ces unos 20.000) observan que
el nuevo vecino no Ilega solo. Al
doctor Ascher lo acompar)an
dos mujeres. Una. que dice Ila-
marse Maria y aparenta ser
mayor que 01, es su mujer La
otra. Sara, es su ama de Ilaves.
Sobre el aspecto exterior de los
tres alemanes los testimonios
coinciden en un 80 par ciento. El
es de estatura mediana. pelo
rubio (algunos dicen que ca-
noso), muy corto. perfectamente
afeitado. tiene una deformacrOn
en la mano derecha y renguea
de una pierna. Camila slempre
erguido. con porte mihitar y ttene
ojos claros. Todos coinciden en
lo aterrador de su mirada. No
necesitaba hablar. Le bastaba
mirar a un hombre para dare
una orden. Hoy, casi cuarenta
anos despues. los peones cie-
Iran los ojos cuando recuerdan
esa mirada. Para alounos tenia
alrededor de 40 anos. Para
otros pasaba los 50. (Ascher a
su vez declara, en la escntura
de su finca. haber nacido el 4 de
mayo de 1891. No especifica.
donde).

De su mujer los pobladores
tienen un recuerdo aun mas
tido. Cada vez que Maria tba at
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El hombre de kale oscura es Adolfo Gualterio Ascher eAscher es
Mengele? Los testigos interrogados por el diario El Liberal asl lo

creen. La investigacien judicial esta en marcha. La Ultima palabra se
escribith en el expediente 2085/85
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Mercado UniOn a vender as
rosas o naranjas que cultivaba
en su finca las mujeres de La
Banda se paraban para mirarla.
Era la primera vez que veian
"una mujer moderna". Maria
usaba pantalones, fumaba ciga-
rrillos negros, manejaba un
sulki, hacia todo tipo de &Amite
burocrdtico, lucia un enorme
sombrero de ala ancha, era
rubia y de pelo muy corto, tenta
anteojos de cristales muy grue-
sos y hablaba espanol con bas-
tante fluidez. Nadie, en todo
Santiago, recuerda exacta-
mente su nombre. Mucho
menos su apellido de soltera. Lo
inico seguro son sus iniciales.

En una carta dirigida at jefe de
Correos de La Banda, fechada
el 9 de marzo del '61, firma M.
M. G. de Ascher.

Sobre Sara Concepcien Le-
guizamOn, la ama de Haves, hay
dos versiones. Todos coinciden
en quo era rubia, mas bien baja
y gordita. Al parecer habia na-
cido -en Corrientes, se habia
criado en Entre Rios y era de
madre alemana. Algunos dicen
que tenfa alrededor de 20-anos.
Otros que pasaba los 30. Los
peones afirman que "la alema-
nita era muy linda". El doctor
Olegario Hernandez, actual ma-
gistrado de la cdmara dela justi-
cia del trabajo, ex asesor juridico
'y amigo personal de los Ascher,
la recuerda como "mas bien tea,
parecia tener dificultades para
caminar y por momentos tuve Is
impresiOn que era una debit
mental. Recuerdo, ademas, quo
tenia muy mala dentadura."
Peelle confirmado por erodon-
tOlogo Oscar Barren, que la trate
entre el '58 y el '59).

Y aqui temiinan las coinci-
dencias. Todo lo quo sigue,
segOn los testigos, muestra a
dos personas opuestas: (As-
cher o Mengele?

LMEMORIA 0
tEYENDA?

11111111■11111......1

Jose Dominguez mueve la ca-
beza como si no pudiera creer lo
quo tiene frente a los ojos.
"Pensar quo vivi doce anos
junto a un asesino nazi. Parece
mentira." Recuerda que cuando
Ascher Ilegc5 hablaba espanol
con dificultad. Y no sable abso-

lutamente nada de agricultura.
Los Dominguez, que eran nueve
hermanos, le dieron las prime-
ras nociones. Le prestaron tam-
biên las primeras herramientas.
No se sabe por que pero Ascher
jamas adquirie elementos tecni-
cos por los wales tuviese que fir-
mar algUn papel. (SegOn Domin-
guez comprar media docena de
mulas era simple: bastaba con
pagar por ellas. Comprar tin
tractor, en cambio, exigia pape-
les. Y Ascher eludia, sistemati-
camente, todo tipo de papeleo).
Segicn Dominguez lo primero
quo hizo el nuevo clued° de la
San Fernando fue poner cerro-
jos en todas las puertas. "A las
siete do la tarde se encerraba
en la casa y no le abria a nadie,
pasara to quo pasara. Como
dorm/an cads uno en su cuarto
construy6 barios individuates.
Pero .lo quo mas nos llarnO Is
atencitOn a mi hermano Salvador
y a ml, fueron las arm as."
4COmo sabian los Dominguez
tin detalle tan intimo? Parque
tenian ac,ceso 'a la casa nor-
malmente. Todos los anos As-
cher desaparecla de la finca
entre el 20 de agosto y el 10 de
septiembre. Decia quo viajaba a
Uruguay. Nunca aclarg para
que. Durante esos dias Salvador
y Jose montaban guardia en el
interior de la casa. Ascher les
entregaba una escopeta con
dos cartuchos a cada uno "pars
que culdaran a las mujeres".
Maria y Sara, a la vez, estaban
muy inquietas. zA quiên temian?
Nunca lo dijeron. Cree que la
esposa de Ascher se Ilamaba
Maria Marta Guillermina Hill.
(Notablemente, la esposa de
Mengele se llama Maria Marta).
El Liberal va más lejos aLin y
afirma que Dominguez dijo Will.
que es su apellido de soltera.
Recuerda haberle oido decir a
Ascher que venia de Entre Rios
donde habia sido rechazado
como director de una planta en-
vasadora de cerveza "porque
mis titulos no servian." El dia
que le pregunt6 por la renguera
afirmd que era una herida de
guerra. Pero jamds hablaba del
tema. Era evidente que lo elu-
dia. El dia quo asistieron al ca-
samiento de uno de los herma-
nos de Jose se sentaron en un
rincen, apenas hablaron y se
fueron. "Lo mas notable de todo
es que se negaron a dejarse



Jose Dominguez. "Su vecino durante doce afios. No puedo
equivocarme. El doctor Ascher es el criminal de guerra Josef

Mengele".

"On dia me regalO una perra preitada.
Volute a buscarla a la tarde siguiente. La neve a un

haiduo y la matt, tie an tiro."
(Noel Botvinik, farmaceutico.)

fotografiar." Entre el '47 y el '48
las visitas eran permanentes.
Por-lo general trataba de los
tecnicos alemanes que colabo-
raban en la construcciOn del
dique Los Quiroga. Todos rubios
y de porte erguido como Ascher.
Tendrian alrededor de 35 Mos.
Eta actividad social cesii
abruptamente en el '49. Ese
ario, precisamente, liege una
pareja de jOvenes (tendrian 230
24 arios). Era evidente que ve-
nian de Alemania. A la semana
desaparecieron tan misteriosa-
manta como Ilegaron. Se dip,
en ese entonces", quo eran los
hijos de Ascher. Dificilmente
pueda olvidarse Josè del dia
que le pidi6 a su vecino tres
azadas prestadas para segar el
algodOn. "Al rato volvià a bus-
carlas y se las IlevO a los gritos.
Cuando fui a pedide una expli-
caciOn estaba sentado en su
sillOn como si nada hub/era pa-
sado. La Unica explicackin me
la dio su mujer: 'Adolfo ya esti
otra vez con los nervios' ". Y
tampoco olvidare el final de la
relaciOn: "Un dia, creo que en
diciembre de 7958, desapare-
cieron de golpe. Regalaron al-
gunas cosas, malvendieron la
finca y se los trag6 la tierra.
Por que?".
Juana Villaba de Dominguez,

su cuhada, recuerda que Sara
"cada vez que paseaba en su
bicicleta Ilevaba un revOlver en
la cartera." La imagen mas clara
que tiene de Ascher es "cuando
pasaba por el portOn de ml finca
a caballo. Montaba erguido,
como un soldado." El otro re-
cuerdo' se lo debe a su padre.
Una tarde el duefio de la San
Fernando lo amenaz6 con un
revOlver al verbo pasar cerca de
su finca. Muy distintos son los
recuerdos que guarda de Maria.
El dia que se despidiO le regal6
un collar de perlas que alguno
de sus seis hijos deshizo. Tam-
bier) una carretilla y un zapin.
Ademas recibi6 un par de car-
tas, una foto de ella y •una en-
comienda con ropa, cigarrillos y
plata. (El dinero se extraviO en el
Correo.) En una de esas cartas
le comunica, precisamente, que
Adolfo Gualterio Ascher habia
muerto. Ella (como su cunado)
no creen esta versiOn. Porque
para ambos Ascher y Mengele
son una misma persona.

6Lo son? Rafael y Faustino

Carabajal asi lo creen. Los dos
fueron peones en la finca de la
calla 25 de Mayo. Rafa tiene 68
anos y Faustino 61. Los dos
tienen la tez oscura y la mirada
turbia. El primero trabajO nueve
arios. El otro casi cinco. Los dos
recuerdan el ritual del 12 de
octubre: "Ese dia el patrr5n nos
hacia bajar del alt/I/o una caja
de madera cerrada con tres
candados. Sacaba un uniforme
del ejercito alemen, y lo ponia
en el piso. Despues se echaba
a/ /ado. Cuando Ilegaba el me-
diodia uno de nosotros tenia
que agarrar una escopeta, Ile-
gar corriendo y caer sobre
uniforme. El decia qua recor-
daba asi el dia y la horn en quo
habia sido herido." TambiOn re-
cuerda Faustino algunas cos-
tumbres de su patron. A las 11
de la manana, por ejemplo,
subla al mirador de su casa y
con un largavistas miraba du-
rante una hora. Lo mismo hacia
al atardecer. quien espe-
raba? Jamas estaba en la casa
si alguien lo buscaba. Eso Si: 01
nunca lo vio armado. Lo que era
evidente es que no le gustaba
estar al descubierto. SOlo salia
al parque cuando era indispen-
sable. SegOn Faustino los tres
habitantes de la casa dormian
en la misma habitaciOn y cree
quo la pareja de jOvenes liege) a
la finca en el '52. Los recuerda
como de 19 anos y que 01 se
Ilamaba Klaus. Ella viviO ence-
rrada y 01 no hablaba una sola
palabra de espatiol. Rafael, en
cambio, no duda que su ex pa-

tren iba siempre armado.
"Usaba un revolver al cinto.
Todo el tiempo. Me acuerdo
quo la empuriadura era
blanca." Tambien recuerda que
recibia correspondencia de
Alemania. (En el Correo de La
Banda babia una casilla . a su
nombre). A diferencia de Do-
minguez, que sostiene que As-
cher "sOlo comia comida ale-
mana", Rafael Carabajal afirma
"que comia de todo. Inc/use, a
veces, la comida nuestra".

Tampoco dudan quo Ascher y
Mengele son una misma per-
sona los comerciantes Juan
Julio Fernandez y su mujer,
Otelia Rabellino que lo surtian
de fideos, yerba y azircar en su
local de la calla Espana. Ni el
jubilado ferroviario Rail! Jorge
Beltran (60), quo cuenta una
anecdota desconcertante. En
cierta oportunidad Ascher (al
que conoci6 casualmente en la
farmada Noel) le regale, un ca-
chorro de raza. Al dia siguiente
lo fue a buscar, le exigi6 que se
lo devolviera y delante' suyo le
administr6 una capsula. Un ins-
tante despues el cashorro moria
en medio de espasmos. "Le due
de todo. Y no sdlo eso. Casi me
voy a las manos". Luis Bernardo
Aguirre (71) lo trat6 en 1952, el
dia que Ascher decidi6 pintar su
finca. Si bien el trabajo no se
concrete> tuvo acceso a la casa.
Alli encontr6 una bandera ale-
mana y la foto de alguien vestido
de soldado. En la conversacien
que sostuvieron lo que mas le
Ilam6 la atenci6n fue que As-

cher, sin ningOn motivo apa-
rente, le dijo: "Yo soy amigo del
general PerOn". Iambi& re-
cuerda lo peligroso quo era
acercarse a la finca sin ser in-
vitado. "Hasta Sara, In mas
joven, era capaz de empunar un
arma - contra los intrusos".

LA OTRA CARA DEL
ESPEJO

e:,Pueden equivocarse la
veintena de testigos que con
distintas palabras contaron la
misma historia? La lOgica más
elemental dice quo no. Sin em-
bargo, el testimonio del Inge-
niero AgrOnomo Pedro Marcos
Guillen parece demostrar que si.
A los 65 anos recuerda rod ec-
tamente a Adolfo Gualterio As-
cher. El era director de la Esta-
den Experimental Algodonera.
Ascher. el major productor de
algocidn de la zona. • Recuerda
sus labios finos, los dientes
manchados con nicotina y la
resaca . de tabaco rubio que a
veces le quedaba en los labios.
Guillón evoca a un hombre cor-
tes, amante de la mirsica dasica
(especialmente Wagner), buen
jugador de ajedrez, que tenia
una sonrisa nerviosa y montaba
un alazán come muy pocos po-
dian hacerlo. No este seguro en
que ciudad Rade pero recuerda
quo Ascher habia nacido frente
a un rio. (i,EI Rhin tal vez?) En
cambio, esta seguro que era
expert° en deportes nauticos.
Incluso, quo tenia un yate. La
ciudad pudo ser Berlin o Ham-
burgo. EstimO profundamente a
este hombre detallista hasta la
obsesiOn, de risa fad!, que habia
side un alto empleado de la f a-
brica Schering, en Alemania y
que segt.in su propia confesiOn
un dia se habia do porque en
ml pais ya no se podia vivir
tranquilo". ConfesiOn quo le
hace pensar que Ascher era
judio-aleman. Tambiên recuerda
a su mujer, sobre la quo aporta
dos dates ineditos: le faltaba un
rinOn y que tenia disminuida la
visiOn de un ojo. (Al parecer era
un defecto de nacimiento). Esta
casi seguro quo el se fue pri-
mero y las mujeres despues. Lo
cierto es quo recibi6. desde
Montevideo, cuatro cartas. Dos
las conserva y dos se perdieron.
En una de alias Walter (asi Ila-
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LLA CASA IN MENGELE?
Adolfo GuaUeda Ascher (el supuesto
Mengele) la compr6 en 1946. All! vivi6 con
su =der y una ama de /laves durante doce
arios. Esta en la calle 25 de Mayo
prolongaciOn. Uno de los lugares mas
aislados de la chided. Desde el mirador se
puede divisar cualquIer persona o vehlculo
que se acerque. Segiin los peones era
custodiada pot hombres armados y perros
bravos. La juslicia busca on s6tano
(aparentemente oculto) que revelaria la
personalidad del hombre que la habit6.
72
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maba su mujer a Ascher) lo in-
vitaba a su casa uruguaya.
(Como se mudaron da dos di-
recciones: una, Cambara 1628.
La otra, Bolivia 1548). Entre
fines del '60 y principios del '61
Ilega la Ultima carte: Maria le
anuncia que Ascher habia
muerto. Jamas volvi6 a saber de
ellos. Para Guillen "Si Ascher es
Mengel° yo soy Hitler". ,Muri6
realmente? z0 cern° el cadaver
del cementerio de Emb6, en
Brasil, es una pregunta sin
respuesta? Dificil de admitir
para los que lo reconocieron
como Joseph Mengele. Sin
embargo, el doctor Olegario
Hernandez --quien al ver las
fotos de Mengele reconoci6 el
increible parecido de este con
Ascher— aporta un dato que
hace creible la versien de su
muerte. Como amigo de la fa-
milia (a poser de que no sim-
patizaba con Maria) se encontre
con. ella en la confrteria del viejo
Hotel San Martin. Les Ascher se
iban del pals. Entre lagrimas la
mujer le' confes6 que Walter
estaba seriamente enfermo. Las
lipotimias se estaban suce-
diendo de manera alarmante.
Se quej6, tambien, y muy
amargamente, de los comen-
tarios de la gente. El que mas la
habfa herido era la versiOn de
que su marido era el amante de
Sara. Hernandez recuerda,
edemas, una frase muy signifi-
cative de Ascher, pronunciada
despues de 1955: "Creo que
lleg6 la hora de irme. Sin Per6n
este pals esta condenado a su-
frir grandes con vulsiones so-
ciales". No recuerda haber visto .
ningOn libro en la case. Si, en
cambio,'varios diarios y publi-
caciones peronistas. Tambien
registra ''su nariz, levemente
aguiletla" y el hecho de que re-
cibia una cantidad de delares
desde Alemania. Todo indica
que era su jubilaciOn de la em-
presa Schering. Descarta por
false la versiOn de que la San
Fernando estaba custodiada por
perros bravos y hombres ar-
mados como sostienen la ma-
yoria de los vecinos. "Los fa-
mosos perros eran en realidad 7
u 8 terriers escoceses de color
negro. Que eran muy ladrado-
res. Pero nada mds. Para no
hablar de la cantidad de gatos



"Caminaba erguido como un soldado y tenia una miracle
qt e helaba la sangpe. Jamas pedia nada: lo optienaba."

(Jose Dominguez, un vecino).

HABLA EL JUEZ flUE INVESTIGA A MENGELE
Q

ue lo impulse a abrir un ex-
pediente sobre el caso

Ascher-Mengele?
—La informacian periodistica.

Como juez del crimen no puedo
ignorer la posibilidad de quo un
criminal de guerra haya vivido
en la eluded. Que esa informa-
cidn resulte Gloria o no, es otro
tema. Lo dire, pot supuesto, la
investigaciOn judicial.

que etapa se encuen-
tra, en este memento, esa in-
vestigaciOn?

—Digamos que reel& em-
plaza. Pero estamos adelan-
tando. El miercoles 10 realice,
junto a mis colaboradores, una
investigacian ocular de la finca
donde vivid Ascher. El objetivo
fue tomar fotos del lugar y corn-
prober /a veracidad de un date
quo puede resultar fundamental
en la investigacidn: /a existencia
o no de tin satano. En ese lugar,
segán testigos quo ya lie ci-
ted°, oCurnan cosas extranas.
Algunos piensan que experi-
mentos con an/males. Como es
obvio, la comprobaciOn de
estos hechos le dada a la in-
vestigaciOn un giro definitive. En

Auswichtz, Men gele experi-
mentaba con sores humanos.

fue el resultado de la
inspecciOn?

—No encontramos el satano.
Pero eso no significa quo no
exista. Ascher se fue hace mas
de quince anos. Hubo otros
moradores haste su actual pro-
/Dieted°, la empresa FACA. Al-
guien pudo anularlo. Es mas, tal
vez la hizo el mismo Ascher
antes de irse. Si tenia algo que
ocultar es lo primer() que debid
hacer. Si lo considero necesario
ordenare hacer excavaciones.

--i,Cuentos testigos se pre-
sentaron hasta el momento?

o doce. Y, temente-
blemente algunos van a tener
quo volver a declarer porque no
hubo el tiempo necesario para
indagar a fondo. De todas ma-
neras pienso.que recien cerrard
la parte testimonial cuando-de-
claren unos cien testigos. El ex-
pod/onto, pot lo quo veo haste
el momento, puede Ile gar a
toner mas de 400 fojas.

—6Que tiempo calcula que le
llevara la investigaciOn?

—Diria quo an ado. Aunque

Juez Andres Mind,: "La
investigacidn Ilevara un ado".

voy a hacer todo lo posible para
acortar el plazo. Lo ideal, aun-
que poco probable, seria SPIS

meses.
—,La investigacidin judicial se

basara unicamente en los rela-
- .toS -testimoniales- de /as perso-

nas quo conocieron a Ascher?
—No. Esa 'es Loa de las par-

tes. Como en la Cooperative Al-
godonera y en la escritura de
compra de la finca este la firma

° del sospechoso, ordenare un
peritaje caligrafico comparando

su letra con la de Men gele, quo
en este momenta este on manes
de la justicia alemana, israeli o
brasilena. Ademas esta el per/-
tale facial, as decir, /a compa-
racien de los rasgos. Y si las
conseguimos, la comparaciOn
de las huellas dactilares.
quedan en La Banda objetos
quo deft) el dia quo desapareciô
casi misteriosamente. Hay, por
ejemplo, un sillOn, una biblio-
teca, algunas prendas, una ca-
rretilla, un zapen, un chifonier y
se habla de la existencia de dos
armas que habria regaled° a
vecinos del !cigar. Veremos que
puede hacer el laboratorio poli-
cial con ese material.

peritajes se realizaren
en Santiago del Estero?

—No. Pedire ayuda a la poll-
ore de Buenos Aires. El rigor de
la investigaciOn judicial asi lo
exije.

—Suponiendo quo las prue-
bas sean positivas, ,que hare
con el expediente?

—Enviarlo a Simon Wisenthal,
el cazador de nazis. En este
caso tan especial éì representa
a la justicia. La justicia final.

quo tenian". Tambien niega quo
la finca fuera tin lugar peligroso
para los visitantes. "Era un lugar
tan abierto, tan poco cuidado,
que la gente to usaba de peso.
Estime al hombre profunda-
mente. Ojala quo no sea un cri-
minal de guerra". i,Cuentos
hombres puede ser un hombre?
Pregunta imposible de contes-
tar. Al menos en este caso.
Porque un hombre muy distinto
es para el farmaceutico Noel
Botvinik y su mujer Sofia Wes-
tier. Un die liege a la farmacia
con una perra prenada. Fue un
regalo que el farmaceutico
agradeci6 profundamente. Le
encantaban los perros. Sin
embargo al dia siguiente volvi6 a
buscar la perra. "Me dijo que se
/a llevaba porque yo no podria
cuidarla. No entendi su actitud
pero no guise mar un pro-
biome con un c/iente. Metid la
perra en tin taxi y se fue. Dos
dias después el texista —cue se

Ilamaba Parra— me duo que
Ileve• ía perra a un baldio y la
maid de un tiro. No supe qua
pensar". La anecdote, tan des-
concertante como la del . testigo
Rolden, ocurri6 en 1956. El ma-
trimonio no reconoce a Ascher
en ninguna de las totes.

Coincide esta imagen con la
quo tiene el doctor Carlos Me-
yers, el veterinario quo cuidaba
sus animates? Para nada. El
recuerda que la familia lb lla-
maba, ante la menor -dificultad
que se presentaba. Y algo ries.
Meyers, que es de origen ale-
man y hablaba perfectamente el
idioma sespecha (come Guillen)
quo Ascher era judfo-aleman.
Para afirmarlo se basa en la
tonada. "Con Ascher yo ha-
blaba en alemen. Sin embargo
siempre sospeche quo era de
origen judo. Lo supe per /a to-
nada. Un judio hablando ale-
man es coma un cordobas o tin
correntino. Imposible no reco-

nocerlos". Por supuesto, no
cree quo su antiguo dente sea
Mengele. Hasta tal punto, que el
6 de julio envie una carte a El
Liberal refutando la investiga-
ciOn.

En 'Buenos Aires, lejos de los
chismes del pueblo, un hombre
recuerda perfectamente a
Adolfo Gualterio Ascher. Ese
hombre es Guillermo Walter
Klein, hermano de Hermann.
Afirma quo lo conocid a fines de
la decada del '30, quo on el '46
Ascher tendria unos 50 anos y
que efectivamente habia sido
herido en la guerra. Pero en la
Primera Guerra Mundial. Es el
Unice quo parece recordar
nombre de su mujer: Maria
Mercedes Gowa de Ascher
(nombre que coincide con las
iniciales de la carta: M. M.G. de
Ascher).

i,Cual es la verdad? 40uien
tiene razdn? 4Es posible quo
Ascher durante sus desapari-

clones de La Banda viajara a
Buenos Aires y ocupara la casa
de la calle Virrey Vertiz 970,
donde hoy sabemos que viviO
Mengele? posible .que
Mengele estuviera refiriendose
a la finca de Santiago del Estero
cuando decia que ten ia "un
aserradero en el Node"? 0 es,
come algunos suponen, "tuna
historia de page chico"?. Una
de las tantas histories quo for-
man, a la large, la historia de un
pueblo. tMemoria o leyenda?
La respuesta, si alguna vez
liege, esta en manos del juez
Miotti. El expediente 2085 acaba
de abrirse. ‘;Se cerrará alguna
vez?

LUIS PAZOS
INVESTIGACION:

EDGARD° LOPEZ HEREDIA
FOTOS: JESUS MARTINEZ, GENTIf F7A 

MARIO "EL LIBERAL" DE SANTIAGO DEL 
ESTERO Y JOSE TANTESSIO

PROXIMO NUMERO: TERCF.RA ENTFIEGA
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ij0	 na afecciOn cardio-
vascular lo afectaba
desde hacia un
tiempo. En abril de

este ano tuvieron quo inter-
norloxle,urgencia en una cli-
nkca santaf..esina. Pero el
diputa* nacional por Santa
Fe,Ruben Cardozo, vicepre-

	

sidente segundo del bloque 	

	

justicialista, no quptia--Wal	
la maquina. Estaba preocu-
pado por el desenlace de la
interna peronista despues de
Rio Hondo, no por su salud.
Recien a fines de mayo viajd
a Houston, Estados Unidos.
Los medicos del Medical
Metodist Hospital, despues
del by-pass efectuado el 4 de
junio, sOlo dijeron , -fue exi-
toso". Pero este santafesino
de 36 &los, tres hijos .,que a
los 16 atios fue elegido de-
legado en el gremio meca-

nico, no es de los que gustan
del descanso. Apenas re-
torn6 a la Argentina, co-
inen_z6 a trabajar en su
despal. o. La primera crisis

------despues de la operacien —
fue el jueves 25 de julio en
una polernica, accidentada,
agresiva y Ilena de insultos
sesiOn de la Camara baja.

Alli se trataba el conflicto de
la Ford. Antes de funda-
mentar una serie de proyec-
tos de su autoria, Cardozo
comenz6 a sentirse mal.
Jose Luis Manzano, presi-
dente de la bancada justi-
cialista y medico, se acerc6 a
tomarle el pulso. Todos no-
taron que el tono de voz de

RAI
DE DIPUTA

Cardozo distrunuia. Se puso
palido y cuando Manzano
estaba pidiendo un cuarto
intermedio, Cardozo se
desmay6 inconsciente, lo
trasladaron a la enfermeria
de la Camara y de alli a la
Unidad Coronaria del Hos-
pital Italian°. Mejor6 y viaj6 a
Rosario. Este lunes 29 en
pleno vuelo hacia Buenos
Aires sufri6 un nuevo des-
mayo. Lo sacaron en camilla
desde Aeroparque hacia el
hospital. Ya esta en su do-
micilio y asegur6 que se to-
mara, pot lo menos, una se-
niana de descanso. Puede
ser. Pero hasta ahora todo
indica que la pasi6n politica
del diputado Ruben Cardozo
puede mas que las reco-
mendaciones medicas que le
aconsejaron como maxim°
seis horas de trabajo por dia.

,	 _ • ,

Jueves 25. El dipulado Ruben Cardozo es sacado en =Ulla del Congreso. Su afecclen coronaria volvi6 el lunes 29 en vuelo desde Rosario.
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LO DUE DICE CANAL 13
Carlos Montero, el flamante gerente general

de Canal 13, hablO con GENTE del tema. Esto
fue io que dijo: "Asumf hace apenas noventa y
seis horas. El que tome) la medida fue el direc-
tor del canal, el senor Carlos Negri. En cuanto a
que lo reemplazamos poi una serie extranjera,
en desmedro de una telenovela hecha per ar-
gentinos, le aclaro que esta decisibn solo co-
rrera par treinta dies. Con Barbara Narvdez no
hicimos mas que cumplir con lo quo establecia

el contrato que firmamos con Horacio Casares
Producciones. En el se acorde que en un
tiempo determinado el programa tenia que
tenor un minima de diez puntos de rating. Hace
un mes, exactamente el 12 de junio, los direc-
tivos del canal mantuvieron una reunien con la
genie de Casares y le dieron un plazo de treinta
dies para quo el teleteatro elevara su rating.
Como eso no ocurri6, se decidiO levantarlo.
para ml ese es un hecho definitivo.

actor tiene que tocar fisicamente
a otro necesita una acomoda-
clew'. Si yo ahora me sentara en
tus rodillas y te diera un beso,
seguramente los dos sentirfa-
mos algo; Bueno, con Gerardo
tengo confianza. Y eso no pasa.
Es terreno ganado.

—Lo quo no entiendo es pot
qua un pro grama hecho con,
semejante costa de producciOn,

_donde se flan cuidado haste los
minimos detalles, no tenga un
Fuger en la television, en. CV

-moment° coma este,donde hey
un auge del teleteatro.
nunca .se preguntO, par ejern)'
plo, per qua le va tan bien a
Amaldo Andre? •

—No lo se. Si tuviera la res-
puesta yo tambidn tendria veinte

puntos de rating y no los tengo.
No sd. Tal vez yo no le gustaba
a la gente en esa propuesta. A lo
mejor la gente tiene ganas de
ver a Amaldo Andrd y me pa-
rece bien. Es una alternative
valida. Pero pienso que lo quo
me past5 a ml son los avatares
de los que se animan a seguir
pot un camino con .yna pro-
puésta, ideolOgica-deterrninada.
El que no tiene propuestas tiene
menos riesgo.

/ode este, no last/ma su
vanidad?' '

--Digamos que ml vanidad
hs,ibiera preferido que la tele-
novela anduviera bien. Pero,
zsabes qud lastima mes quo ml
vanidad? . Bueno, ml
narcisismo. Porque yo trabajo

para que me vean. El exhibicio-
nismo es el motor esencial de
nuestro trabajo. Desde ese
punto de vista sf. Mi narcisismo
este herido. Pero ml vanidad no.

--e;Y que diferencia hay?
—Que si esto- le hubiera pa-

sado a fulanito, nadie hubiera
dicho nada. Pero si los dernes
suponen quo Leonor Benedetto
tiene que ser una fuente inago-
table de exitos y de rating,
bueno, es problema de ellos.

Y

par que cree que esta
siempre ahi, en /a cresta de
la ola?

—No tengo ni la menor idea.
—Si que la tiene.
—Bueno porque soy una

mujer que siempre dijo le que
piensa. Hoy mismo en la pro-
ductora me dijeron que no era
conveniente hablar de estas
cosas. "Sos una loca. Si decis
cosas duras nos van a mate'.

- Y por qua lo hizo?
(Se tie): —Y... porque no me

gusta que me den Ordenes.
— Entonces estamos en que

Leonor Benedetto hace siempre
/o quo le viene en ganas?

—Pamplinas. Nada de eso. Si
hubiera hecho lo que me viene
en genes ahora no estarfa sola.
Nada de eso. Selo vivo como
puedo. Eso si, libre de prejuicios
y de convencionalismos. Lo que
pasa es que esta profesien ter-
mina par endurecerla a una. Te
forma como cellos. Pasan cosas
a tu lado y no te das cuenta.

—Esta sofa, sacaron del aire
Barbara Narvaez y par primera
vez en su vida no tiene rating.
Volvemos al principio. 60u6
pasa entonces?

—Pasa quo hice un buen
programa que no tuvo suerte.
Pasa que por eso puedo salir a
la calle con la cabeza .alta. Y...
mira, pasa que me lo banco
coma una reina.

RUBEN GIORDANO

FOTOS: EDUARDO GIMENEZ
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ENT!
A peces dias de la noticia qiie conmovki al mundo (la
reveled& de la muerte de Josef Mengele, en 1979),
GENTE inicia una investigaciOn histOries: los albs que

• el exterminador de Auschwitz viviö en la Argentina.
COmo flew') a Buenos Aires, sus refugios, sus contac-
tos, sus • seudOnimos, todos los testimonies • hey.





EN ARGENT!

LA CASA DONDE VIVIO
MENGELE, HOY..;

* Sigue-rgual,can el mismo
porche y las co/urn nas donde:.
Mengele se fotografio. Herta y •

Teodoro Ma/bran murieron.
Solo queda Nam Ma/bran.

nuera de Her/a. que recuerda
ese individuo de paces

palabras que vtvio dos Mos
'Habia comentado que su
padre le mando las

maquinarias para montar la
fabrica desde Alemanla'. chio

Nani Me/bran a GENTE,

Durante 10 aims (hasta su huida al Paraguay) vivie en Vicente Lopez.



2460. GENIE con Nani de Ma/bran. "Recuerdo que mis
suegros le dieron hospedaje a un tal Helmut Gregor. Per las totes

reconoico que lue Mengele".

bordo del 'North King° Josef Mengele New al puerto de Buenos Aires. Rolf Nuckert --su

os hombres, al igual
quo los perros, tienen
su pedigri. Por lo
tanto sus caracterls-
floes raciales se pue-
den mejorar mediante
la cruza". Palabras
del joven medico, doc-
tor en antropologia,
agregado en la Uni-

versidad de Frankfort y asistente
de "La higiene de las razas" de
la misma ciudad. A los 27 anos
—en 1938—, ingres6 en la SS y
sirvie en el Tirol, en el 40 pas6
a la civisiOn de la SS "Wilsing"
de Himmler y participe de la den-
siva contra el frente ruso hasta
1943. Una herida, la condeco-
racien "Cruz de Hierro", el
grado .de capital) y. tin nuevo

- destino: Auschwitz, campo de
concentracien y exterminio. Y
entonces las palabras, las hi-
petesis, pasaron a la practice.
Tenia en sus manos el caudal
humano necesario para su te-
rrible investigacidn sobre .1a he-
rencia.

Con el fin de la guerra, con la
derrota del nazismo, comenz6 la
desbandada de los artifices del
horror. Helmut Gregor, Herman
Grobert, Fritz Fisdher, Gregor

•Gregory, Jose. Aspiazu; Karl
•Geuske, Ernst Alvez, Wo/fang
Gerhard, fueron algunos de los
seudenimos que us6 Mengele
en su fuga, desde 1945 hasta su
muerte en 1979. Esos nombres
casi seguro quedaran en el ol-
vido y en las crOnicas periodis-
fleas. Todos lo recuerdan como
El angel de la muerte. Esta in-
vestigacien exclusive es una
sintesis de la vide de Josef
Mengele en la Argentina: casi 11
anos en la historia del colec-
cionador de ojos azules.

Odessa significa Organisation
der SS AngehOrigen (Organi-
zacien de los miembros de las
SS). Una estructura, un corn-
promiso, un pacto de sangre
para enfrentar a la derrota, una
urdimbre de contactos y dinero a
nivel mundial, un manto que
transforma en invisibles a los
camaradas de armas perse-
guidos. Odessa da la serial a
Mengele. Despues de la guerra
habia pasado cuatro anos Ca-
mufiado en una granja cerca de
su pueblo natal. Se acerca el
peligro, hay quo huir de Europa.
El domingo de Pascuas de
70

1949, Josef Mengele Ilega al
peso Brenner, en Austria. Hace
noche en el albergue Kersch-
baum, a 400 metros de la fron-
tera italiana. No tiene docu-
mentos,pero no es un inconv&
niente: hay suficientes pasado-
res que hacen su fortune con el
transito ilicito en la frontera. Por
1.000 shillings --menos que por
un ternero de contrabando —
los criminales nazis son Veva-
dos al otro lado de la montane:
Italia. Destino: el puerto de
Genova. Pero antes, Mengele
tiene quo contactarse nueva-
mente con Odessa. La cita es
con Nino en el albergue Cruz de
Oro, y la palabra cave —have
pare obtener dinero y nuevos
documentos— es Rose Marie.
Todo va sobre ruedas. Confia
una foto a Nino . y recibe a cam-
biO una cedula de identidad.
Aparece Erwin en escena con
un buen paquete de dOlares.
(Seg6n Rolf Mengele, hijo de
Josef, Erwin es Hans Seldmeier,
compatiero de colegio de su
padre. Rolf pudo hilvanar paso
a paso la fuga de su padre a
(raves de las cartas que le
mend& las conversaciones
quo mantuvo con éI, y unas
anotaciones quo estan en su
poder y en donde Mengele
contO la historia de su vide).
Pero, quien es )fun, esa fi-
gura enigmatica, un hombre
quo aparece distante pero muy
eficaz? Por 120.000 liras le
reserve un pasaje en el North
Queen, clase turista. Puerto

final: Argentina. Es el pals
donde El angel de la muerte
puede encontrar la paz. Es la
orden de Odessa.

"Gracias a su cedula de
identidad voy a conseguirte
—dice Kurt— en e/ consulado
suizo un pasaporte internacio-
nal de la Cruz Roja. Mariana
arreglaremos las tiltimas for-
malidades en el consulado ar-
gentino".

Nuevo nombre: Helmut Gre-
gor, certificado N o 100.501, ex-

*tendido por la Cruz Roja Inter-
nacional. Pero un grano de
arena comienza a colarse en el
aceitado engranaja de Odessa.

E
. 

1 preximo paso es con-
seguir con urgencia la
visa de salida italiana.
Kurt hace un llamado.
Cuando cuelga, este

paid°. Se entera que el fun-
cionario encargado de conse-
guir la visa salie de vacaciones.
El engranaje este a punto de
detenerse. "Debera ir solo
—Kurt se lava las manos—.
Prepara 20.000 liras para el
funcionario de prefecture...
Segurarnente queue mas..."
Josef Mengele se arriesga, no
tiene alternative, no puede vol-
ver atras. El cerco en Europa se
va cerrando y su paz este en la
Argentina.

.'Demo su permiso de per-
manencia", le exige el comisario
de emigracien. El "no" de Hel-
mut Gregor suena debil. ",,De
dOnde viene?", insiste el :,omi-

sario. "Del sur del Tirol", con-
testa Gregor - Mengele. Lo en-
cierran. El angel parece una
fiera. Su barco parte en ties
dies. Y otra vez la suerte, el azar
(,o la organizacien?), salvan a
Mengele. Aparece el funcionario
que se comprometie a entregar
la visa. Todo queda en tin ma-
lentendido y el North Queen
sigue en puerto.

Seg6n cuenta Rolf Mengele,
el North Queen aniarre en el
puerto de Buenos Aires la ma-
harm del 17 de setiembre de
1949. Entre los pasajeros es-
taba su padre. Pero en el ar-
chivo de Migraciones, GENIE
comprobe que ese dia ingrese
tin solo barco; el Anna C, pro-
cedente de Genova. En ese lis-
tado de pasajeros no figura
Helmut Gregor, ni ninguno de
los Seudenimos usados por el.
El North Queen no tocaba —por
esos Mos— puerto en Buenos
Aires. Pero si el North King, que
en 1949 arrib6 a puerto en abril,
junio y agosto. Con bandera
panamena, 5.024 toneladas y
104 tripulantes sae de Vigo el
16 de mayo de 1949 y liege a
Buenos Aires el 20 de junio. En
Genova subie Helmut Gregor,
que, declare toner 38 arios, ser
soltero, aleman, catOlico y me-
canico. Su nOrnero de pasa-
porte: 100.501. Tambien declare
tenor buena salud y no poseer
ningOn defecto fisico o mental.
Dio una direcciOn de referencia:
Sarandi 846, Buenos Aires. En-
tonces, el 20 de junio de 1949,
Josef Mengele pisaba suelo
argentino.

Una vez en Buenos Aires fella
el primer contacto de Mengele.
Rolf Nuckert no acude a la cita.
No tiene plata argentina. Por un
momento se desconcierta. Pero
toma una decisiOn rapida:
acepta la hospitalidad de dos
italianos que conocie a bordo.
Un cuarto compartido en el Pa-
lermo, un hotel de tercera para
inmigrantes, donde el ague este
al final de un corredor en pa-
langanas oxidadas. En su pri-
mera salida ,pasea por el centro
y va en busca del segundo con-
tacto. Debe encontrar al Doctor
Schott que tiene su oficina en la
calle 25 de Mayo. Pasa frente a
la Casa Rosada. Dos soldados
montan guardia. Los observe
con deleite y piensa: "La ropa
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SUS CASAS, SIEMPRE CERCA
Mengele vivid en cuatro casas ubicadas dentro de un radio de cinco cuadras en Vicente Lripez. A: Arena/es
2460, alli alquil6 una pieza. B: Sarmiento 1875, comparti6 una habitaci6n con "el ingeniero M". C: Virrey

Vertiz 970, aqui vivid hasta lines del '59. D: 5 de Julio 1074 (boy, Lisandm de la Torre). Alquilaba una
habilaciOn parso esposa Martha y so hijastro Carlos Enrique.
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primer contacto— fatta a la cfta. Se Ixtspecki en el Palenno, un hotel pan Migrantes."

que sirve mejor a los estados
sigue siendo el uniforme
Vergiienza (lone que sentir la

nueva Alemania quo quema sus
uniformes por la culpa colectiva
y los complejos de inferioridad!"

S'	 chott es incapaz de
encontrarle un trabajo
de acuerdo a sus Ore-
terisiones. Trabaja en la
tejeduria Arm antex.

Ltda., como ingeniero, y le co-
menta a Mengele: "listed,' Gre-
gor, podria trabajar alit como
cardador de lana". A ltivez y
rechazo de Mengele ante la
propuesta de su contacto.
Busca otra conexiOn. Sabe que
no puede dar pasos en (also. Se
encuentra —no casualmente-
con un carpintero que queria
dejar su puesto. "No solamente
—ascribe Mengele en su dia-
rio—, tenia para ofrecerle su
puesto a on sucesor sino que
tambiên me ofrece so lugar
para dorrnir" . Y del hotel para
inmigrantes se va a Vicente
LOpez, al norte de la Capital.
Durante los casi once anos que
Mengele vive en la Argentina
sus domicilios esten dentro de
un radio de 5 cuadras a la re-
donda: 5 de Julio 1074 (boy,
Lisandro de la Torre), Sarmiento
1875, Arenales 2480 y Virrey
Vertiz 970, cuatro lugares por
donde pas6 Josef Mengele. La
casa de Otto y Bertha Pantz, en
Sarmiento al 1800, habria sido
el primer domicilio de Helmut
Gregor en Vicente Lopez. Este
matrimonio aleman failed() hace
mAs de 10 atios y sus hijosgio
quieren hacer declaraciones a la
prensa. Segilin comentarios de
los vecinos, en tos &los '50, Be-
rtha y Otto alquilaban una pieza
que tenian en el fondo del cha-
let. Alli Mengele y otro personaje
solo conocido hasta ahora como
el ingeniero M., compartian una
pieza sin ventanas. Pero alguien
hable demasiado. El ingeniero
M., se entera que el nuevo pen-
sionista es doctor en medicina.
Esta indiscrecien tendria diez
anos mes tarde funestas con-
secuencias para el jefe medico
de Auschwitz. Segtin la revista
alemana "Bunte", despues de
unos dies el ingeniero M., se va
de la pensi6n. Mengele se ale-
gra de toner la habitacien para el
sOlo. Pero el ingeniero regresa
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Con el nombm de Helmut Gregor, meanie° aleman de 38 alias,

Josef Mengele IlegO al pals a
horde del "North King" el 20 de junio de 1949.

"%tibia pocas visitas. Le gustaba salir a caminar con su mujer, Martha, y s

muy pronto con su pequeria hija
en brazos. Este enferma, y 61,
desesperado. Presiona a Men-
gele para que revise a su hija. El
medico - carpintero duda, sabe
el peligro que corre si se difunde
su verdadera profesi6n. Duda
pero acepta: "Reconoci quo la
asistencia a los enfermos es el
primero de los mandamientos
hipocraticos", escribirfa en su
diario. El diagn6stico es rApido:
escarlatina. La puso en el des-
v6n de la casa —una improvi-
sada sala de aislamiento— y asi
la cuidaron hasta su recupera-
ciOn con patios para bajar la
fiebre, comida liviana, te de
manzanilla y pastillas de sulfa-
mida.

D

esde el afio '50 hasta
Julio del '52, Helmut
Gregor se hospeda en
Arenales 2460, en otra
casa de familia. Tam-

bier' aqui aloulla una habitacion,
pero esta vez pare el solo.
Teodoro y Herta MaIbrdn —a-
lemanes— aceptan el buen
pago que Ofrece este hombre de
trato codes, pero de pocas pa-
labras. Los MalbrAn fallecieron,
hoy habita la casa la nuera:Nani
de Malbran. Mira Id foto de
Mengele y no duda: "Ese hom-
bre vivk5 aqui durante mas de
dos &lbs. &do venia a dorrnir.
Era tranquilo, de buenos ma-
dales. Se habia alojado bajo el
nombre de Helmut Gregor. Mi
suegra, en esa epoca, tenia
problemas econ6micos y al-
quilaba algunos de /os cuartos
de la case. AS1 como vino, un

/ dia se fue. Me/or dicho, tuvo
que irse porque yo ymi novio, el
hijo de Bertha, nos casabarnos
e Mamas a vivir en esta casa.
Con el tiempo conocimos su
foto a (raves de la prensa. Su-
pimos quien era. Fue una desa-
gradable sorpresa".

LY a que se dedicaba Helmut
Gregor por esos tiempos? "A
nosotros nos decia —cuenta
Nani de Malbran— que estaba
montando una pequeria fabrica
de tomen'a en madera. En el '51
o en el '52, no recuerdo bien, le
coment6 a ml sue gra que su
padre /e liable mandado desde
Alemania todas las maquinarias
necesarias. Eso es todo /o que
puedo confer de ese tal Helmut
Gregor. j Ah! Otra cosa: par

penbdos de tiempo no muy ex-
tensos dejaba de venir a dormir.
Nunca daba explicaciones."

Durante los once anos si-
guientes, amigos poderosos,
generosos donantes, se es-
fuerzan por hacer prosperar al
ex medico de Auschwitz. Su
padre nunce deje de escribirle
pero la madre quemaba las
cartas y selo guardaba las es-
tampillas para coleccionar. Rolf
recuerda que su abuelo Karl
habia viajado una vez a la Ar-
gentina y quo le hizo Ilegar
despues a Josef —par distintas
vies— costosas maquinarias
para trabajar la madera. Tam-
bien Rolf cuenta que la relacidn
mes preciada que su padre
habfa hecho en la Argentina era
un tat Sassen, criminal de gue-
rra alemän a cuya cabeza le
habian puesto precio en Belgica.
Sassen habria sido quien puso
en contacto a Mengele con
Rudel, el aviador mas conde-
corado de la Segunda Guerra
Mundial y conocido del entonces
presidente Juan Domingo
Peren. Mengele se siente se-
guro y crece econernicamente.
Compra un Borgward Isabella
—uno de los automOviles mas
lujosos de la epoca— y obtiene
sin dificultades una cedula de
identidad. SegUn Bunte, recibe
un pasaporte de la Bundesre-
publik quo le entrega el emba-
jador de Alemania. Con este
pasaporte se presenta ante los
tribunales argentinos y entrega

una solicitud para cambiar su
nombre por el de Josef Men-
gele. No encuentra obsteculos
en su camino.

Pero la carpinteria no era el
hobby predilecto de Josef
Mengele. La medicina, la ex-
perimentacien qufmica, le
atrafan mas. En 1957 la firma
Fadro Farm KGSA alquila a
Orbis una propiedad ubicada en
Drysdale al 3700, en Carapa-
chay, zona norte del Gran
Buenos Aires. Fadro Farm es
una firma que se dedica a la
elaboracien de drogas antitu-
berculosas. El contrato social
del laboratorio este a nombre de
dos personas: el doctor Ernesto
Timmerman y el doctor Josef
Mengele. Asf, a cara descu-
bierta y con su identidad, Men-
gobe aparece en escena. Su
nombre figura en los contratos
durante seis meses hasta que
inesperadamente desaparece.

T

res anos despues Fadro
Farm compra las insta-

• laciones y la firma con-
finite trabajando hasta
1972, aproximadamente,

bajo la direccien del doctor Tim-
merman. Luego, durante tres
anos permaneoie desocupada y
en la actualidad en Drysdale al
3700 funciona un frigorffico. Un
dato interesante: en las actas de
la empresa hay una observacien
en la que se detalla quo la fa-
milia Mengele de Garzburg ha-
brfa aportado un milli:5n de mar-

cos para quo Josef sea copro-
pietario.

Auto, empress y nueva case.
En seliembre de 1957 Ilega up
nuevo vecino a las barrancas de
Vicente LOpez, a cinco cuadras
de la estaciOn. Habita el chalet
de Virrey Vertiz 970. No este
solo. Una mujer —Martha, viuda
de Karl, el hermano de Menge-
le— y su hijo, Carlos Enrique,
Hogan con el. Sus vecinos de la
epoca afirmaron quo era un in-
dividuo cones pero que no
otorgaba- ninguna clase de con-
fianza o enlisted a los habitantes
del barrio. Hacia una vide re-
traida y recibia paces visitas: dos
o tres matrimonios alemanes
quo lo visitaban en contadas
oportunidades. Eso Si, le gus-
taba caminar. Mengele debia
disfrutar esos paseos por Vi-
cente Lopez, sin problemas
aParentes, coma un vecino mas.
Lejos de Auschwitz, lejos de la
muerte. lba acompatiado por
Martha y una perra boxer a la
que Ilarnaban sera. Para el ba-
rrio, los Mengele ratan un math-
monio normal. No tenian cliscu-
siones, aunque el joven Carlos
Enrique, de 13 anos parecia
temer al jefe de la familia. El
matrimonio de Josef y Martha se
habria consumed° el 25 de julio
de 1958 en Montevideo pod- de-
signio de la famifia en Giinzburg
quo no queria ver el patrimonio
heredado por la hermosa viuda
en manos extratias. La vide de
los Mengele seguia carriles
tranquilos. En el barrio se co-
mentaba que el era doctor en
medicina pew quo no ejercia
profesien. Notaban quo a veces
se ausentaba de la Capital en
viajes de negocio. "Tiene un
aserradem en /a zone norte del
pals", expficaban algunos. Pare-
cian gozar de todas las coma-
didades: una case bien amue-
blade y con pileta de natacien.
Ademes, gustaban de la buena
mesa. Legumbres, , carnes y
ciariamente compraban yogur y
leche envasada. Carlos Erwique
cursaba la primaria on el Colegio
Alernen de Martinez, donde es-
taba inscripto con el apellido
Mengele.

"Un hombre codes y Iran-
quilo", lo definieron sus vecinos.
No asi quienes pudieron vivir
despues de haber pasado par
Auschwitz. Ernst Kiihn (57),
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MENGUE EN SU JARDIN
Virrey Verliz 970. Aqui vivid desde 1957 haste que "desapareció abruplamente en setiembre del '59". Era

una casa bien amueblada y con pileta de nataciOn en las barrancas de Vicente LOpez a 4 cuadras de la
estacidn. Odessa le ails() que los serviclos israelies lo estaban pot cercar. Inici6 entonces una nueva luga

que lo llevd a Paraguay, una posible vuelta a Bariloche y a Brasil hasta su muerte ocurrida en 1979.
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perm boxer 'Bela' Era espies, pero no otorgaba conflanza a los vecinos."

judio, era escribiente de Men-
gele. Vivie ocho meses al lado
del angel de la muerte. Kohn
recuerda: "Mengele era un
hombre nervioso. Por las ma-
(lanes Ilegaba con un humor
temible. Tres horns mas tarde
despuês de la primera selec-
ciOn, silbaba arias de opera,
estaba divertido".

T

odo siguie normal hasta
setiembre de 1959.
Odessa dio el alerta.
Otra red, menos nume-
rosa pero eficaz tendia

su sombra sobre la Argentina.
Los Servicios Secretos lsraelies
comenzaban a cosechar inf or-
macien. Para muchos nazis, el
tiempo y la vida tranquila habian
hecho flaquear las medidas de
seguridad. Pequenos grupos de
la Mossad rondaban por Bue-
nos Aires. Tenian dos objetivos
precisos: Eichmann y Mengele.
En la primavera del '59, el ve-
cino de Virrey Vertiz desapare-
ci6. En el barrio se comentO con
extraileza esa urgente mu-
danza. "Parece que abando-
naron el pals porque van a Ale-
mania a separarse", dijeron al-
gunos. La mayoria no creye esa
versien. A Mengele le habian
avisado que estaba por caer en
la trampa de los israelies. Eich-
mann no pudo escapar. En
mayo de 1960 fue capturado en
Don Torcuato y en un avien de
El-Al (la linea oficial israeli) fle-
tado bajo la apariencia de un
vuelo que trasportaba a una
misien gubernamental de Israel.
Pero Josef Mengele, el hombre
mas buscado de todos los
tiempos, el medico quo co-
mande el campo de concentra-
cien y exterminio de Auschwitz y
que durante sus afios de trabajo
envie a las carnaras de gas a
2.100.000 personas, volaba una
vez mas. Paraguay, una posible
estadia en Bariloche y despuês
Brasil, hasta su muerte en 1979.
Asi pudo escapar definitiva-
mente a Ia. justicia de los hom-
bres.

ADRIAN VAN DER HORSY
INVEST1GAC/ON: HORACIO ALONSO

FoTOSI BUNTE, MARCELO FIGUERAS,- 
FABIAN MAURI Y GERARDO MEG°

La semana proxima: segunda
y Ultima entrega de Men gele en
la Argentina.
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'onald Reagan era el
mito. El hombre ma-
gico que solucionaba
los problemas mAs

dificiles de un mundo con-
vulsionado. Era un hombre
de suerte que habia sobre-
vivido a un intento de ase-
sinato. Que con sus 74--irrlos
segufa teniendo la vitalidad
de siempre, las fuerzas, las
ganas. Un hombre en quien
los norteamericanos se veian
reflejados. Pero vino la ope-
racien y la frase de sus me-
dicos: "Al presidente se le
extirpci un tumor maligno".
El mito se transformaba en
hombre. Al igual que miles
de norleamericanos el pre-
sidente no era inmortal. La

desde el balcOn Truman con
las mismas fuerzas y ganas
que durante su campana
electoral. Fue ese dia
cuando el pueblo nortea-
mericano volvi6 a "votar" pot
el. Creyeron en esa mano en
alto y en el optimismo que
transmitia. Volvieron a
creerle cuando les aconsej6:

magia aca no podia funcio-
nar. durante ocho dias todos
los medios de comunicacien
hablaron de la enfermedad
de Reagan. Exactamente
hasta el sAbado 20, cuando
con su mano en alto —como
diciendo "todo esti okey'—
volyid• a la Casa Blanca a
seguir trabajando, a saludar

HOME

Y Et MITO

"compatriotas haganse un
chequeo medico si croon
toner algen problema." Y
una vez mäs cuando lo vie-
ron abrazar a Nancy Reagan
diciendole: "Gracias socia
por tu ayuda". Porque Ro-
nald Reagan no los decia
—no les dijo— que habia
vencido la enfermedad. Les
enser16, como dijo la revista
Neewsweek,"que el cancer
se puede domesticar", Re-
agan sigui6 siendo el mito.
Pero pot sobre todo se con-
virti6 en el hombre, que 'ogre
domesticar" una enferme-

dad que es sinenimo de
muerte. Y esta vez ni la
magia ni el mito estuvieron a
su lado.
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g the 'Angel of Dea

Jewish women and children wait or instructions at the Auschwitz station: Fates were sealed with a flick of the doctor's thumb

WORLD AFFAIRS

Forty years after the Holocaust, the search for Josef Mengele takes on new life.
The applicant walked into a police station

in Asuncian, Paraguay, on Oct. 24, 1959. He
presented an Argentine identity card, dated
1956. He formally declared that he had
opened an account at the Banco del Para-
guay and had deposited the required 5,000
guaranis ($41.50). He presented two Para-
guayan sponsors; he described himself as a
businessman and said he lived in a neighbor-
hood of Asuncian called Fernando de la
Mora. The presiding police official painstak-
ingly wrote down in longhand a description of
the man who stood • before him: dark skin,
cleanshaven, vertical forehead, light brown
eyes, "medium" mouth, straight nose. "nor-
'nal" eyebrows, prominent chin. Then (five-
year residency permit was issued—in the
name ofJOSe Mengele.

T
he police document has since vanished
from government tiles. But in Asun-

ciOn recently, NEWSWEEK'S Theodore
Stanger got a look at a photostat of what was
purported to be the original paperwork Jo-
sef Mengele completed before applying for
Paraguayan citizenship 25 years ago. The
source who possessed the photostat refused
to say where it had come front or to allow it
to be photographed. Just such ephemera—
shadowy meetings, mysterious documents,
unconfirmed sightings—have a II been part
of the 40-year search for the fugitive "Angel

of Death," the Nazi doctor who sent hun-
dreds of thousands of victims to the gas
chambers at Auschwitz and performed gro-
tesque medical "experiments" on thou-
sands of others. In 1979, under mounting
pressure from abroad, Paraguay stripped
Mengele of his citizenship. Earlier this year,
President Alfredo Stroessner, who onceem-
ployed Mengele as his physician, ordered a
new public-relations campaign disavowing
any knowledge of the war criminal's where-
abouts. But Nazi hunters have reason to
believe that Mengele is still alive, at the age
of 74, and most of them are persuaded that
he is hiding out somewhere in Paraguay.

Four decades after the Holocaust the

In 1938 and 1959: 7 he most elusive Nazi

search for Josef Mengele is taking on new
life. Just last week Israel offered a $1 million
reward for his capture and formally asked
Interpol, the international police agency, to
help track him down. In Frankfurt, investi-
gators from West Germany, the United
States and Israel met to pool their informa-
tion and to plan a common strategy for
capturing Mengele. This week, one of
the world's best-known nongovernmental
Nazi hunters, Beate Klarsfeld of Paris, will
travel to Paraguay with a new kind of want-
ed poster: a brief film about Mengele that
she has been told she can show on local
television. "Mengele is in Paraguay under
the personal protection of President
Stroessner," charges Klarsfeld's husband,
Serge, a French lawyer. -Now public and
private pressure may at last force Mengele
out into the cold again.

Hit List: He has proved to be the most
elusive of the top Nazi fugitives, crisscross-
ing two hemispheres, always at least one
step ahead of his pursuers. In 1947 he appar-
ently slipped through the hands of U.S.
occupation forces in Germany. For years 0 c
lived in or near his hometown of Giinzburg,
West Germany, without detection. The
Mossad, Israel's fabled secret service,
counts Mengele as one of its more conspicu-
ous failures. The Israeli agents who kid
napped Adolf Eichrnann from Argentina in

NEWSW'EEK/MAY 20.



Wiesenthal in his Vienna office: Is the fugitive alive?

TRAIL OF A MASS MURDERER'
1944- Mengele leaves Auschwitz with false pa-
pers, allegedly obtained for him by his Jewish
mistress, whom he saved from the gas chamber.
1947 - Arrest •	 •	 then is released or
ince.	 ides out in Germa

-49 - Resides briefly in hometown of Gu
burg, then flees through Italy to Argentina with
Red Cross passport in the name of Helmut Gre
gor. Under protection of dictator Juan PerOn,
sets up medical practice without work permit.
1951 - Enters Paraguay and lives part-tim

I I

1954- Obtains German divo	 is first wife.

N
058- Resettles in Argentina, where he acquir

Argentine passport in name of Jose) Men
uguay.

1959 - Reportedly attends his father's funeral in
Giinzburg, then returns to Argentina. West Ger-
man prosecutor in Freiburg issues first arrest
warrant: Mengele, fearingxlraditiort„ flees to
Paraguay, whe _he_obtalris Paraguayan citizen-
shi •	 •	 later.

060 - Israeli agents kidnap Adolf Eichmann
Buenos Aires and learn Mengele's address • nly
to find he fled to Argentina earlier.

gedly spend time
in Brazil, Switzerland,. Egypt. and at a monastery
on Greek island of Kythnos, where Greek police

arrive just days after he leaves. Mengiele's wife
and stepson leave him and return to Europe.
1962-West Germany requests Mengele's extra-
dition from Paraguay; Stroessner government is
uncooperative.
1965 - Allegedly moves to his brother's farm in
Iguacu area
1979- Under pressure from abroad, Paraguayan
Supreme Court strips him of his citizenship ; Ac-
cording to one report, he flies from Asuncion to
Miami.
1981-1985 - Checks on his whereabouts in Mi-
ami, West Germany, as well as Paraguay, Chile,
Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, Uruguay, Australia and
other countries, yield no results.

0
tri

1960 were too slow to bag Mengele; later,
when Prime Minister Menachem Begin put
Menge/e on a hit list, the Mossad couldn't
get close enough to kill him, much less arrest
him. The search for Mengele now is a race
against time—one last effort to find the Nazi
doctor before death by natural causes en-
ables him to cheat the hangman forever.

"Mengele was a very handsome, smartly-
dressed man in his 30s, with a boyish. sharp-
featured face, who spoke the cultured Ger-
man of an intellectual," Ella Linger's, an
A uschwitz survivor, wrote after the war. "He
stood, day in and day out, on the station
ramp, sometimes whistling an opera„survey-
ing the arriving prisoners and jabbing his
thumb either to the right or to the left. The
prisoners he sent to one side could proceed to
the camp; the other column was marched to
the gas chambers." Of the 4 million Jews,
gypsies and other prisoners hauled into
Auschwitz during World War II, only
405,000 were considered sufficiently fit for
work to be registered as inmates.

Mengele took part in at least 74 of these
mass selections between May 24, 1943, when
he arrived in Auschwitz, and Christmas Eve
of 1944, when he disappeared from the camp
as the Red Army closed in. He personally
sent perhaps 400,000 people to their deaths:
the old, the infirm and nearly all of the
children who passed before him. "Mengele
was utterly convinced that the Jews had to be
destroyed," another Auschwitz doctor, Hans

Munch, told a German prosecutor
after the war. "[But] he believed ii was OK
jar those Jews who were capable of work to be
kept alive for the time being."

How can anyone be sure that Mengele
still alive? Partly because of what hasn't
happened yet: his family has not announced

NEwSWEEK/MAY 20, 1985

his death. Mengele has a son named Rolf
and a stepson named Karl-Heinz back in
West Germany. The family's agricultur-
al-machinery company, Karl Mengele &
Sons, still operates in Giinzburg. Family
members refuse to talk about Josef Men-
gele. -When they can say the man is dead,
the embarrassment will be finished," notes
Simon Wiesenthal, the veteran Nazi hunter
based in Vienna. "But they
always say, 'No comment'."

Keeping in Touch: Josef
Mengcle still has a lawyer
in Frankfurt, named Fritz
Steinacker, and recently the
attorney went beyond "No
comment." "Yes, I have rep-
resented Mengele," he told
NEWSWEEK, "and I still do
represent him." Hans-Eber-
hard Klein, the Frankfurt
prosecutor who heads West
Germany's search for Men-
gele, says he has "no ,evi-
dence" to link the family and
its company to the fugitive SS
doctor. But there are rumors
that Mengele keeps in touch
with his roots. Wiesenthal
Charges that the Mengele clan
"knew all the time where he was," and still
does, "even today."

In Frankfurt last week, prosecutor Klein
met with Israeli investigators and a team of
Americans headed by Mark Richard, a U.S.
deputy assistant attorney general. After-
ward, the officials issued a statement prom-
ising that their governments would "work
intensively together" to catch Mengelc. The
coordinated hunt began in earnest only a
few mont hs ago. On Feb. 6, William French
Smith, who was attorney gentral then, as-
signed the task to t he Just ice  Department's

Office of Special Investigations, which was
set up five years ago to trace Nazi war
criminals in the United States, but has not,
until now, pursued a case overseas.

The reward offered by Israel last week
brings to 53.4 million the amount of money
potentially available to whoever captures
Mengele.* Surprisingly, Israel's pursuit of
the Auschwitz doctor has been an on-and-

off affair. Isser Hard, the Mossad chief
who captured Eichrnann, pursued Menge..
le relentlessly, in hopes of subjecting him
to a show trial like the one staged for his
fellow Nazi. Later, however, the Israelis
developed a strange-bedfellows relation-
ship with St roessner's right-wing, German-	 __

'Anonymous contributors have offered St million
through the Simon Wiesent hal Center in Los Angeles.
Other rewards have been put up by Wieiienthal himself'
(S50,00(.0, Beate Klarsield (525,1100) and the Wes( German
gm eminent I S'320.1X.K.U. An addition& $ I million has beun
(4i:red by Thii Washington Times, the newspaper that
linked to the Res . .Suri Myung Moon's Unification Church.
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flavored dictatorship. Paraguay
consistently supported Israel in
the United Nations and hired
Israelis to train its armed
forces and maintain its airliners.
The Mossad appeared to ease
up on the Mengele case. In 1977
Begin tried to light a fire under
the secret service. "The order
was to 'get' Mengele, and not to
drag him before a court," 'a
former Begin aide told NEWS-
WEEK'S Milan J. Kubic. "Had
the .Mossad found him, he
would have been immediately L.
executed."
. Effort: But the Mossad didn't

find Mengele. Now, in the emotional after-
math of Bitburg and the 40th anniversary
of VE Day, the coalition governmimt of
Prime Minister Shimon Peres apparently
believes that it has to do something. Arid
Sharon, the hawkish minister without
portfolio, has charged that the government
doesn't "know how to stand up to the
goyim [gentiles]." Alluding to Bitburg,
Justice Minister Moshe Nissim told the
Knesset last week that Israel was obligated
now "to make a greater effort to bring
those mass murderers still alive to justice."
Critics charged that the campaign consist-
ed of more imagery than effort. hardl told
Israeli radio that the reward should have
been offered for "reliable information,"
not just for Mengele's outright capture by
nongovernment personnel. "Announcing a
reward or sending requests to Interpol is
not the way to catch Mengele," he said.
"The only way to do that is by an
operation carried out by professionals."

Some of Mengiqe's most gruesome experi-
ments were performed On twimis. I'cra .4Iex-
ander, a Jewish order* who saw Mengel('
almost daily, recalls the la ofth rue-'cur-old
Tito and Nina. "Mengele sewed them togeth-
er. back to back." she has testified. "Thev
screamed day and night from pain.
their mother managed to get some awrphine,
and sure killed them to end their misery."
Aiengelealsospecialized in eyes. In thejall c?1
1944. he begun to experiment on a ne■,,born
baby	 Dagruar. injecting dye into her
eYeb( 11/.,	 dal% Soon after Auschwitz Ira%

liberated in January 1945, the baby died.
Beyond sheer madness and .sadism. Men-

gele had a bizarre scientc purpose: to re-
build the "master race." He tried to turn
brown eyes Aryan blue. He searched for the
secret of producing twins so that Germany
could replace its wartime losses more quick-
ly. Aryan racial characteristics mattered
greatly to Mengele----who looked a bit like a
gypsy himself

Mengele has survived many close calls
during his years on the run. One German
source says that after slipping away from
Auschwitz, he hid out with a mistress
named Wilma, a Jew he had spared from the
gas chambers. One recently uncovereddoc-
uthent suggests that, in 1947, an American
intelligence unit in occupied Germany took
Mengele into custody, briefly and inconclu-
sively. Now the Justice Department has
acquired documents that may help to estab-
lish whether U.S. officials deliberately al-

lowed Mengele to es-
cape. One dossier conies
from the International
Red Cross, which issued
the passport that Men-
gele carried when he fled
to Argentina in 1949,
using the name Helmut
Gregor. The passport
file could reveal the
route that Mengele took
to get out of Europe—
and who helped him.

Mercenaries: The re-
ward money offered for
Mengele's capture may

set sonic bounty hunters on his trail. New
York attorney Gerald Posner, who is writ-
ing a book about Mengele, says he knows of
two groups, one American and one Brazil-
ian, that are planning expeditions to hunt
for the Nazi doctor. But if Mengele is in-
deed hiding among Paraguay's 50,000 eth-
nic Germans, he will be difficult to lo-
cate. " you're going to pull it off, you've
got to get some money up. front to do the
reconnaissance, the travel, the bribery
and to hire people," says Dale Dye, execu-
tive editor of Soldier of Fortune magazine,

the guide to two-fisted fantasy.
Dye also warns that "the hoopla
will just drive the guy under-
ground if he's alive. So the real
pros are just kind of laughing up
their sleeves."

The report is dated Aug. 19,
1944, It is written by an SS of-

ficer whose signature is illegible.
The subject isJosef Mengele.
is absolutely dependable, uprightt
and straightforward," writes the
evaluator. "In his conduct io-
ward his superiors, Men gele ha.s
shown the perfect behavior of
an SS leader." The commander
writes approvingly that Mengele
"has used the littlefree time his

disposal tO broaden his studies and has to
a valuable contribution in the _field ofan th ro-
pology using the scientific materials at /1 cc

disposal." The -scientific materials," pre-
sumably, include Jews-, gypsies and other
enemies of the Third Reich,

Josef Menge/e ought to feel right at home
in Paraguay, if he is still hiding out there.
According to local sources, President
St roessner has told close friends that Hitler
did not authorize • the murder of the Jews;
the death camps, he is said to believe, we re
the work of overzealous subordinates. Late
last year, Elizabeth Holtzman, the Brook-
lyn, N.Y., district attorney, visited Para-
guay with a group of Mengele hunters that
included Beate Klarsfeld. "One of the most
telling comments we received," Holtzman
recalls, "was from the president of the Su-
preme Court, who said: 'We admire the
Nazis. Not for their cruelty, but for their
patriotism and their militarism.' That gives
you a clear picture of the environment."

Image Problem: Like other top Paraguay-
an officials, Luis Maria Argafia, the head of
the Supreme Court and a potential succe s

-sor to the 72-year-old Stroessner, dente:,
that the government is harboring Men-
gele. "Paraguay's image abroad is being
deliberately distorted now by the press," he
maintains. But Wiesenthal says he is '' IGO
percent sure" that Mengele was holed up ill
Paraguay as recently as last June. And
Serge Klarsfeld believes that "Mengele is
living in a large private villa outside Asun -
cirin, either one owned by Stroessner him-
self or by a friend of Stroessner." The Para-
guayan leader is scheduled to make a
controversial state visit to West Germany
next July, and Wiesenthal, for one, hopes
that Chancellor Helmut Kohl will take t
occasion to put on more pressure for estra-
dition. St roessner also wants at rip to Wash -
ington; in 1983 he fired his foreign minister
for failing to cadge an invitation. But the
Paraguayan president isn't likely to receive
such an honor until he, or someone else,
produces Josef Mengele---dead or alive.
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• THE VICTIMS OF
• . HIS MURDEROUS

• RACIAL EXPERIMENTS
WERE OFTEN

CHILDREN AND TWINS
AND ON THE EVE

OF A HISTORIC REUNION OF
HOL•CAUST SURVIVORS,

•HE STILL RUNS FREE

led 
his macabre experiments on twins at Auschwitz (right).

timated that Mengele ordered 380,000 
people to their deaths . Out

he 
was more than an enthusiastic collaborator  

in Hitler's "fma l so-

lution." 
A "racial biologist," the doctor developed 

and carried out

a scheme that transcended mass extermination. He hoped to dis-

cover 
the genetic secrets that would help him breed 

an all-Aryan

superrace. To this end, he experimented on 200 sets of twins 
in his

one-of-a-kind hygiene lab at Auschwitz. By studying the twins,

Mengele believed he could discover how 
Gerrnan mothers might

produce children faster through multiple births
. He also used twins,

as well as 2,000 children, in tests attempting to turn 
their eyes

blue and their hair blond. He and his technicians injected dye into
their eyes, chloroform into their hearts, and took 

knives and nee-

dles to their skulls and spines. He castrated some, sterilized oth-
ers. When he was through experimenting with them, 

his "guinea

pigs," as he called them, were killed.
Today, only about 20 of Mengele's twins are still 

alive; several

will be Joining the June pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Some 
are shown

on the following pages in photographs take
n both today and at

the time of their liberation. All the twins—indeed., nearly all
the survivors of Auschwitz—realize that Josef Mengele is in some

ways the most astonishing survivo r of all. Now 70 and hiding from

Nazi-hunters in South America, he has been running from justice

ever since the Holocaust ended, 36 years 
ago.

e /9 9 i ) 
lzwitcriting: David M. Friend

—,

Suruiuors recall the haunting stare of Josef Mert9ele (above) who perforn

This June, in what promises to be one of history's most extraor-
dinary reunions, some 10,000 survivors of Nazi concentration

camps and their familie s are gathering in Jerusalem. The pilgrims
will march at dusk with lit candles to the shrine of the Wailing
Wall. Each will bring a stone etched with the names of immediate
family members killed by the Nazis. Together, the stones will serve
as a monument to the six million European 

Jews who perished be-

tween 1939 and 1945 at the hands of the Third Reich. 
"We hope to

speak with one voice as a testament to the survival power of our
people," say organizers of the World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
Survivors, "and to serve notice that this must never happen again."
Theirs will be not only a symbolic homecoming but also a final op-
portunity for many of the aging former inmates to meet friends
they have not seen in more than a generation.

The horrors of the past, of course, will flood the memories of
those reuniting in Jerusalem. And foremost in the recollection of
many will be the name and visage of Dr. Josef Mengele, the in-
famous "angel of death" of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp.
As SS physician of this huge camp in Poland, Mengele would per-
sonally greet incoming trainloads of Jews each day and, with a

whimsic al flick of his cane ("to the left, to the right"), would in-
dicate who was to be sent immediately to the crematoriums and

who was to live to die another day. 
Between 1943 and 1945 it is es-



A 30-YEAR FLIGHT FROM JUSTICE-
AND THE HUNT

GOES ON

Faces of a Nazi on the rum in Germany (c. 1939); in Buenos Aires; in Eldorado, Argentina: in Asunci'an, Paraguay.
=az	 ..4:amr=normmr====3,---nakariar=3===.asrzerzreg=avarmrarzs==7.1psttes=...-...r.znv-n.co
Incredible as it seems now, Josef Mengele 	 let members of the Jewish underground	 Mount Kisco would place him 11 miles from
lived a relatively tranquil life just after the	 into one of Mengele's Argentine retreats. 	 Westwood, N.J., home of a German-run
war. For some time he successfully palmed	 Wherever Mengele has run, his would-be 	 company called KMN Modern Farm Equip-
himself off as a harmless physician near his	 captors have never been far behind. But 	 meat. KMN stands for Krona, Mengele and
family home In Gfinzburg on the shores of 	 aided by a team of omnipresent body- 	 Niemeyer. The registered agent for its New
the Danube. But since 1949, when he be-	 guards, he has slipped through their fingers	 Jersey operation is Dieter Mengele, nephew
came fearful of being brought to trial for 	 at least a dozen times. Israeli agents once 	 of Josef. A spokesman for the U.S. branch
mass war crimes, Mengele's travels and 	 arrived at Mengele's hotel room in Asun- 	 denies the firm maintains any contact with
close escapes could have been lifted from	 don, Paraguay, only to find that he had	 the elusive doctor.
a James Bond movie; indeed, in a recent 	 skipped town in his pajamas 20 minutes	 Mengele continues to gain notoriety as
film, Gregory Peck portrayed Mengele as 	 earlier. In recent years, the trail has re- 	 an almost mythical incarnation of evil. He
the model Nazi-on-the-lam. The following	 malned maddeningly warm. In 1978, .ac- 	 has been linked to dark deeds as diverse
report Includes the freshest information 	 cording to a confidential State Department 	 as the alleged genocide of Paraguay's Ache
about Mengele's continuing flight. 	 memorandum, Mengele fled to Brazil. The	 Indians and the torture (in the capacity as

Mengele first fled Germany through 'a
Nazi escape network. Hidden in a monas-
tery in Rome's Via Sicilia, supplied with
false papers in Spain, he entered Argentina
In 1951. In the 30 years since, undercover

oggedly if fruitlessly tracked him
through the jungle hinterlands of South,
America, in and out of Europe and possi-
bly even to the U.Ated States. Their efforts,
however, have been repeatedly thwarted
since Mengele has lived mostly in the corn- -
pany of other former Nazis in Latin Amer-
ica who are joined in a Mutual protection
society they call "Spider," which is
financed-by drug smuggling and extortion.

Argentina and Paraguay proved safe ha-
vens for Mengele until 1960, when he just
managed to elude a stina staged in Buenos
Aires by agents of Mossad, Israel's intelli-
gence arm. (On that foray they captured the
Gestapo's Adolf Eichrnann instead.) For the
next decade, Mengele shuttled between
Paraguayan cities, from which he made fre-
quent journeys to Italy, Spain, Greece and
Egypt, meeting with his wife in Rome and
Milan. As he moved around the globe, Men-
gele left a bloody trail.

In 1961 a pursuer named Nora Eldoc, act-
ing on her own, reportedly made contact
with Mengele at a resort in Paraguay, and
a series of meetings followed. A beautiful,
48-year-old Jew, Eldoc had been sterilized
by Mengele two decades earlier at Ausch-
witz. Before she could spring her trap on
him, however, Mengele discovered her true
identity and fled. liar body turned up
months later in Brazil. In 1965 ex-Nazi Her-
bert Ciikurs' battered body was found in a
car trunk in Uruguay after he bargained to

same year a British TV crew filmed a close
associate of Mengele's in Paraguay who
boasted, "I see him every four weeks. We
have a friendly card game. Everybody
knows Mengele is here." Last summer op-

gain, this time
in La Paz, Bolivia. Early this year he was
spotted in Uruguay.

The most startling account of Mengele's
travels has come from leading members of
Paraguay's opposition party, who say that
he came to, the United States two years ago
and lived for a while in a private home in
Mount Kisco, N.Y. (About the same time, ac-
cording to the Justice Department, a res-
ervation on a Miami-bound jet from Latin
America was made in Mengele's name.)

adviser) of prisoners at Montevideo's Free-
dom Prison. "He is no myth," says Ausch-
witz survivor Alex Dekel, no* finishing a
book on Mengele, "no bad dream from an-
other time. He is alive and he is free."

ne'nunt goes on. In recent years JeWz
ish-American businessmen who want him
captured have spent $1 million paying off
German expatriate friends of Mengele's in
attempts to flush him from his hideaways.
Armed with fresh evidence of past atroc-
ities, West Germany issued a new arrest
warrant for the doctor last January, and to-
day he has a $100,000 bounty on his head.
"Mengele lives like a hunted animal," says
Isser Harel, ex-chief of Israel's Mossad.
"This itself is some kind of revenge." 4

n this rare photograph at the Birkenau railroa d ramp.

Mcngete handpicks victimsfor the. gas chambers.
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amendment. pet.oni.,
floor that would stop use MX pro.
gramnt missiles in 4 ()existing silos.

Sen. Nunn and Senate Majority
Leader Robert Dale, R-Ran., said
they expected no vote until Wednes-
day while the negotiations took
place.

The Nunn amendment would not
bar further deployment (a way for
basing the MX could be found other
than placing them in vulnerable
silos that can he precision targeted
by Mc Soviet Union.

President Reagan, however. has
not shown an interest in a new bas-
ing mode. while yesterday his

Investigators
get new lead
on location
of Mengele
Ely John McCaslin	 •

Vest German and Luxembourg
investigators yesterday paid a sur-
prise visit to the Luxembourg office
of a Texas businesswoman and con-
fiscated a photograph taken of her
alongside a man officials believe
could be Nazi war criminal Or Josef
Mengele,The Washington Times has
learned.

In a telephone interview yester-
day from Luxembourg, the Texas
resident, who asked that she remain
unidentified. said she was "upset
and surprised" by the sudden and
unannounced visit, which she thinks
could have beets set up through infor-
mation supplied to authorities by
Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal.

The woman, who reportedly owns
a water purification business that
takes her around the world, told The
Washington Times msterday that
the entire episode began after she
glanced through a recent issue of
Time Magazine and sawn published
photograph of Men gcle. She thought
he resembled a person she visited
with last year while on a business
trip to South America.

"I realized the man in the piaure
appeared to be the same person I'd.
been with" in South America, she
said, unwilling to reveal in what
country the man resided. 'I notified
toy attorney and one other party,"
shc said One of them, she believes,
then made contact with Mr. Wiesen.
thal

The S.	 tlion liscut !UFO
defense IL, ion bill before the
Senate contains 52 billion for a third
installment of 21 missiles to be
deployed. The administration wants
to build 213 missiles, installing 100
in the silos

Both Sen. Nunn and Barry Gold-
water. 11-Ant., chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee.
chided the White !louse for ire late
interest and pointed out that Sen.
Nunna proposal has been in the
works since March, when the Senate
voted SSA to kccp the program

I .0
C 

When oonfroti n1 by the West
German and Luxembourg investiga-
tors, she sa id. 'I had no choice but to
tell them tvhere I had met this man,"

The man who looked like Mengcle
had tried "on server-al occasions" to
persuade her to transport -several
products" he was trying to sell to
Saudi Arabia and other countries,
she said. She refused to identify the
products.

The German death-camp doctor
would be 74 if still alive today.

Shealso would not give any details
surrounding Mr. Wiesenthaks possi-
ble involvement in the case, other
than the statement that "he knmvs'
about her dealings with the man
thought to be Mengele.

A close friend of the woman,
speaking yesterday from his
Chicago-area home, said the wont -
an's business associates in Luzern-
bourg who vimessed Mt arrival of
the authorities `thought she had
been kidnapped."

"She disappeared for awhile," thc
friend said.

The friend described the busi-
nesswaman as a very straight. hon..
est person"

A spokcsmar. for Mr. Wiesenthal
in Los Angeles said yesterday she
was unfamiliar with the L,acm-
bourg case.

In an interview with the New York
Times Last week from his Vienna
office, Mr. Wiesenthal claimed that
Mengele .was sighted in Paraguay, in
the serdernent of Cann. Miranda,
outside Holleman, as late as Last July
He based his speculation on
accounts supplied by three unidenti-
tied people who do not know one
another end who live in different
countries.

Mr Wiesenthal informed West
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl or
the three separate accounts, to pre-
pare the chancellor for his meeting
in July with Gcn. Alfredo Stroess-
net-, the Paraguayan leader.

l'Cat
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Doubts on Mengele's Time in Paraguay
To the Editor:

On ABC-TV's "This Week With
David Brinkley" on Feb. 17, Senator
.Adfonse Qt. D'Amato and others
stated they had information that the
Nazi torturer Dr. Josef Mengele en-
tered Paraguay in 1959, that he ac-
quired citizenship soon afterward and
moved freely_about. It was further as-
serted that Paraguayans are still
afraid to talk about Mengele because
of the country's dictatorship,

On Dec. 1, 1959, I took up duties at
the United States Embassy in Para-
guay as a political officer, and for
four years and two months, through
changes in ambassadors and charges
d'affaires, I held that position, often
for months at a time as acting chief of
the embassy's political section.

Throughout those years, there were
constant rumors that Martin Bor-

• mann, Hitler's vice fiihrer, was in
Paraguay, but never a mention of
Mengele. The half-Russian step-
daughter of a West German second
secretary assured me that the very

v	 bedroom she occupied in her step-
father's house had been used as a bed-

room by Bormarm. Strangers came to
me with tales of B-ormann.

The Minister of the Interior4dgar"
tInstran,-.1 who controlled security
forces, volunteered to me in confi-
dence that he believed Bormann left
Europe at the end of World War II on a
Vatican *passport and was then in
Paraguay. He promised to give me
further information. He never did, and
I asked him several times abcxn it. He
finally replied he had been mistaken.

Despite the dictatorship, Paraguay,
whose capital then had only 130,000 in-
habitants, did not keep secrets. Al-
most anybody who had indoor plumb-
ing knew everybody else who did.

It is conceivable that Mengele was
there and people thought it was Bar-
maim, buti strongly doubt either was
there between Dec. 1, 1959 and Jan. 25,
1964, when 1 had the responsibility of -
knowing and reporting to Washington
all political matters of interest to the
U.S.	 A. DANE. BO WEN JR.

Lock Haven, Pa'.;-Feb, 19, 1955
The writer is professor of history and
economics at Loth Haven University.

NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT
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ARAGUAY WORKS
like this: Rtnan parks
his car, and to keep it
from being stolen, he
attaches it to a rope
tied around his waist.
The man is arrested
walkint.:through

ON ?get!). ork 6itte4301againtt /SEPTEMSER 23, 1984

A REPUBLIC
OF FEAR I8
Thirty Years of 	 P,;§
General Stroessner's
Paraguay

national dignity, which, officially, has
been restored and exalted over the
last 30 years by El Excelentisimo, the
President of the Republic Don Al-
fredo Stroessner, General of the
Army, First Magistrate of the land.
Beaten, .robbed, demeaned, the man
eventually bribes his way out of jail.
He finds his automobile on a used car
lot, and informs the dealer. "That's a
break for you," the dealer says. "You
know the real mileage."

Paraguay lives with its legends of
total villainy and near-complete
resignation, and it tells about them in
stories and dreams and truths. Some-

times they are visions of General
Stroessner going into retirement at a
ranch, sitting in a rocker beside Dr.
Josef Mengele down by Lake Itaipti
and offering newts and baby chicks to
the piranhas. Sometimes they are ac-
counts like the one given by a bnsi-
nessman to a visitor about a client's
housekeeper Who had her fingernails
yanked ut.. recently by the police.

, '!Someaind •	tSi theft " he says
Thetoneardicina shrug, parlor re-

.' be worse, it sug-
gests. There are worse places than
Paraguay.

Thirty years of General Stroessner:
a continual state of siege over the en-
tire period that literally places the
President above the law; people with
occasionally uncontrollable urges to
fall into rivers or jump from planes
with their arms and legs bound; sere-
nades in front of the presidential pal-
ace featuring the ever-popular "For-
ward, My General" and "Congratula-

John Vinocur, chief of The Times's
Paris bureau, visited Paraguay last
month.

By John Vinocur

Left: Gen. Alfredo
Stroessner's 30th
anniversary as ruler
of Paraguay was
marked by a parade,
through the streets
of AsunciOn, that
included the goose-
stepping military.
Right: Stroessner
salutes his troops



Leff: For Carmen
Lai-vs Castro, a
human-rights
leader, indifference
and fear plague her
country. She says her
entire family has
been tortured, oilied
or imprisoned..

One of the le w effective
voices questioning
Stroessner is the
Roman Catholic
Church. Says Bishop
Melanio Medina,
above: "The country
has boon impoverished
In the worst sense — in
Its humanity."
Right: With AsunciOn
In the background, a
mother and child
collect water in one of
the few remaining slum
areas outside the city,
modernized during a
decade of prosperity.

tions, My Great Friend"; foreign
thieves, brutes and madmen hidden
at a price; an economy administered
so corruptly it is officially explained
away as the "cost of peace"; a United
Nations voting record on so-called
key issues more favorable to the
United States than any other "ally";
a party newspaper that prints six
front-page color pictures of the gen-
eral every day.

The Paraguay of President Stroess-
ner is tragic, in the sense that most of
Paraguay's people have learned to re-
spond to rule-by-whim with the con-
sistent resIsonableness of silence- It is
comic in its frequent disorganization
and incoherence, its loony juxtaposi-
tions and its operetta gold braid. The
radio station of the Colorado Party,
the general's own, raves about an-
other local broadcaster, calling him a
"subversive Jewish Castro," but
seven Israeli technicians provide
maintenance in Asunci6n for the Boe-
ing 707's of the state airline.

American banks rushed to open
nrsnrationC in Asunci6n in the mid-

1970's, sensing the easy money of a
Wild West hydroelectric boom, but
suddenly found they couldn't collect
their debts in a country that is to
while-you-wait bankruptcy proceed-
ings what Delaware is .to instant in-
corporation papers. Justice is a two-
foot-high statue of a naked woman
holding a scale, dwarfed by a new,
Mussolini-modern Supreme Court
building funded by the Republic of
South Africa. A play is announced, then
canceled; the costumes and sets have
disappeared. A European country do-
nates three trucks to Paraguay's forest
service. They arrive In port but don't
leave the docks. Finally, after a year,
the embassy understands: Customs of-
ficials must be bribed to get the gifts
into the country.

But Paraguay is not a buffoon state,
and President Stroessner is no Papa
Doc or Idi Amin, men ruling in a flood
of the irrational. Those few Para-
guayans who openly oppose the Presi-
dent call him extraordinarily shrewd,
a master at raising and lowering the
level of violence and corruption in the
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Left Col. Alejandro
von Eckstein,
according to a
document, was a
witness for the
citizenship papers of
the Nazi war
criminal Josef
Men gob. For the
right price,
Paraguay has been
a haven loran
assortment of
Foreigners
,rr the run.
Public criticism of
the general is barely
tolerated. Humberto
Rubin, below, had
his radio station shut
Iowa after he
liscussed corruption
rn the courts. He says
c)'s beer: in

rail IO times

;eneral Stroessner
losed down the
lewspaper of Aldo
5icolitio, far right,
her the publisher
ruestionod
Is authority.

country nate trie neat OR a gas stove.
No one holds power anywhere for 39
years without acquiring a sense of
relative measure. The bodies don't
float down the Paraguay River the
way they did 20 years ago; torture Is
real but no longer systematic; the
number of political prisoners has di-
minished, and Dr. Mengele, the
"Angel of Death" of Auschwitz, is be-
lieved to have disappeared within the
last four or five years — either after
plastic surgery or, as a former Amer-
ican Ambassador, Robert E. White,
put it, "paid back, finally, in his own
coin."

While democratic change is coming
to Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay,
Paraguay remains frightening be-
cause its regime proves that evil is
not always needed in job lots to cow a
people or appropriate a state. Com-
pared with General Stroessner, Presi-
dent Somoza of Nicaragua was an ap-
prentice, says Aldo Zucolillo, the pub-
lisher of a newspaper, ABC Color, put
out of business this year by the gen-
eral.

Mr. Zucolillo and a few other Para-
guayans are rare men and women:
They talk on the record in a place
where almost nothing is verifiable
and the only certainty is the effi-
ciency of the police. Another man, no
less admirable but not at ease about
his name appearing in print, observes
that in a historical perspective, Gen-
eral Stnaessner't paragtray;probai?ly

'

CULLUAILJ 01 a bilWttu.v.. cacy cam..
might t"--changing. When the army
goose-s ed through the streets of•
AsunciOn on Aug. 15, the 30th anniver-
sary of General Stroessner's rise to
the presidency, the question for those
watching was, "How much longer?"
After the Trujillos and Somozas, Gen-
eral Stroessner, at 71, is almost the
last of a breed of Latin American
dictators who, unlike Fidel Castro or
Gen. Au,gusto Pinochet of Chile, ad-
mitted to running their country as if It
were a theme park in their own
image.

For longevity, the general has few
rivals; only Enver Hoxha of Albania
and Kim II Sung of North Korea are
his seniors. For personalization of
power, Nicolae Ceausescu of Ruma-
nia has some of the same reflexesebut
he has yet to name an airport after
himself, or a city (Puerto Presidente
Stroes.sner), or to put a neon sign atop
a building like the one at the Plaza of
Heroes in Asunci6n that blinks orange
through the night: "Stroessner —
Peace, Work, Well-being ... Stroess-
ner— Peace, Work, Well-being......

In a strange way, President
Stroessner has claimed an area of ab-
surdity that none of his peers thought
to expropriate. For the general, a
man who can arrest, imprison or ban-
ish anyone he plea ses without trial or
explanation under the capital's per-
manent state of siege, Paraguay has
achieved perfect peace and democra-
cy...it	 by lf-acclamationthe

U vanac y cc:A UI twv
Its entire history, the s
Inspire as much fear as

HE GENERA_L GE•
up at 5 A.M. Sin
Somoza's assassir
tion in Paraguay
1980, after his oust
from his own count
the year before,
one is sure where t
general spends t
night, but his offic
residence, part of

compound wit
the	

a police hospital
e grounds (torture victims are

tci& taken to a
ts	

fifth-floor ward for
temp at rean
ward pr	

imation), sits in av
thcrximit

Embassy,	
to the United Stcu

, dim
The	

across the street
e general 's day begins with te

phone calls, a.nd it is said that, I
tween 6 A.M. a
of	

nd 7 A.M., a ring on o
the 82,000 phones in a country

just over 3 mu 
cally

lion people is automs
answer

dente."	
"Sf, Senor Prc

" Visitors parade through t
office starting
clear	

at 7 A.M. By 8 P.M. i
mwho cae, because the vis

lead the newscasts on the two tele
sion channels. It may be the Chile
Ambassador
military	

or the South Afric
attache, but more often I

parade is an e
respectable,	

in trying to lc
, s

passing	
cooping up whoever

throug
the	

town.ed In mid-Augu
ee nightly nws l off with Prt

dent Stroessner extending his ha_nc

will be more interesting in its per-
verse nuances than in the mass of its
outrages.

"Add up the horrors," he says,
"and you get a substantial piece of
ugly business. But what is interest-
ing, really — original, you could say
— is how after 30 years a place can be
run through a perfect distillation of
fear. By now, it's only a touch, a nod.
One man disappears, one woman is
tortured. It is enough, and the
Stroessner people know it. It's a horri-
ble truth, but some of us wait ner-
vously to hear such stories. And too
many of us are relieved to hear them,
because then we touch the bars of the
cage, and we know where we stand."

These are wary rinv,z in Pa rri minv

United States' best friend. The word
"democracy" soUs every official
sheet of paper, every state proclama-
tion, hundreds of pages daily in the of-
ficial Press. Even General PinoChet
talks about an eventual return to par-
liamentary rule; even Mr. Castro
says his "Socialism" aspires to
achieving a more faultless Commu-
nist existence. But in Paraguay, Gen-
eral Stroessner has elevated himself
to the level of democracy apotheo-
sized.

For the people who reach out to
touch the bars of the cage, all signals
count. They look at the general and
see his passive stare, his stiffened
movements, his hands swollen to lob-
stor rlrtwc ;lc ci p nc nf	 na ccino of

a visiting veterinarian, describe
the chief of the department of at
cial insemination at a cow collei
West Germany.

Then the general visits things
opens banks, he hands out diplor
he inaugurates telephone booths
is conscious of his image. As an
pointed out, he never cuts ribbot
Paraguayan red, white and blut
=knots them— a man who cares

The rest of the day, from noon
more opaque. No one can remer
the general ever holding a press
ference, and interviews are rain
request for an interview for this
cle never received an officio'
sponse.) Some of those whose jot
volve watching the general, and



After Paraguay gained independence in 1811, Jose Gaspar
Rodriguez de Francia became the nation's ruler "for life."
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operates on a kind of auto-
matic pilot, believe he sleeps
much of the day. For a group
convinced of his mental acui-
ty, the general's afternoon is

•the stuff of novels: plotting,
and counting money. For the
Paraguayan people, who
mostly work hard and shut
up, the nontelevised doings at
the presidential palace repre-
sent pure intrigue. A- foreign
diplomat's young son was
told by the family cook that
afternoon is the time when
"the old German doctor
comes and gives the general
Injections of fresh blood."

In a sense, General Stroess-
ner is no historical accident.
After independence in 1811,
Paraguay's first ruler was a
dictator "for life" — Jose
Gaspar Rodriguez de Fran-
cia, known as El Supremo,
who banned all travel, for-
eign trade, entry or exit,
meetings and mail. Despots
of varying compulsions suc-
ceeded him. Paraguay be-
came the first country in
South America to have a rail-
road, but it also found itself
with a ruler in Francisco
Solano Lopez who in 1884 de-
vised a way to start a war
against Argentina, Brazil and
Uruguay at the same time.
When the war was over, the
Paraguayan population of
550,000 was 60 percent dead.

Both El Supremo and Mar-
shal Lopez are national
heroes, perhaps. understand-
ably, if you count the 22 presi-
dents, several civil wars and
endless coups from 1904 to
1936. In the 1930's, a lunatic
war with Bolivia over the
Chaco desert — land with

none or little of the oil the two
parties hoped was there —
ended with 100,000 more
deaths. By 1947, another civil
war was on, and by late 1949
six presidents had come and
gone over a period of 16
months.. In 1954, It was the
turn of , Gen. Alfredo . Stroess-
ner, son of a German immi-
grant from Bavaria and a
Paraguayan mother, to stage
a military coup.

The general's staying
power has been based on con-
trolling the military and turn-
ing the Colorado Party, tradi-
tionally an amalgam of peas-
ants and shopkeepers, into an
unusually effective grass-
roots organization. Each lit-
tle town has its Colorado
"section,- a dispenser of jobs
and , favors and a collector of
local intelligence; neither the
block committees of the San-
dinistas nor the factory coun-
cils of East Germany ever
worked more effectively.

Party membership is usu-
ally a precondition for becom-
ing a grade-school teacher or
being appointed as a soldier
or officer in the Presidential
Escort Battalion. The mili-
tary's loyalty is assured by
cutting generals and colonels
Into the so-called illegal econ-
omy — contraband, kick-
backs, pure theft — that even
newspapers allied to the Gov-
ernment say represents
about half the gross national
product. Generals whose
nominal salary Is about $550 a
month can live in a kind of os-
tentation that goes beyond
caricature. Their houses,
built on half-paved roads,
look like the White House, or
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the Chateau de Chambord, or
Viking lodges. The relative
prosperity of the last few
years has produced a small
middle class more interested
in possessions than in poli-
tics.

General Stroessner's enor-
mous good luck, In a sense,
was to come to power in a
country so devastated, so
miserable that the capital
had no running water In 1954,
and the country had only
minimal electrification. Over
the years, he has had the as-
tuteness to turn every light
bulb into an enterprise that
sounds like the Gen. Don Al-
fredo Stroessner Citizens Il-
lumination Project, every
drain pipe into the splendor of
a National Hygiene Consorti-
um, Don Alfredo Stroessner,
President.

The small-town politician's
sociological skills — "Stroess-
ner looks like a Bavarian but
thinks like a Guarani Indian,"
says a European ambassador
— were accompanied by a
fabulous windfall. The con-
struction by Paraguay and
Brazil of the Itaipt.5 Darn on the
Brazilian border — in Para-
guay's case, almost entirely
with other people's money —
brought Paraguay a clear $1.8
billion in revenue from 1975 to
1983. The hydroelectric
project, described as the
world's biggest, gave' Para-
guay, for a while, the fastest
growth in the hemisphere. The
money, and its dribble-down
effects on the population,
modulated the need to brutal-
Ire,

After decades of terror sent
about a million Paraguayans
out of the country, the rush of
cash purchased a kind of na-
tional docility, and allowed
an occasional slackening of
the whip hand. Last year,
when the Government broke
up the Paraguayan Data
Bank, a group trying to fur-
nish statistics to contrast
with the regime's own on na•
tional wealth and its pathetic
distribution, only two of the 30
people arrested complained
of being tortured, "By local
historical standards, an en-
lightened percentage," a dip-
lomat said. This summer, a
businessman told of two
Paraguayans being arrested
when they bumbled into a po-
lice shake-down scheme.
Naked, they were made to
kneel and stare at a white-
painted wall for nine hours, If
they tried to move or close
their eyes, they were beaten.
"Not the real hard stuff," ac-
cording to the businessman.

The Minister of the Interi-
or, Sablno Montanaro, who
has been excommunicated by
the Roman Catholic Church
for intolerable abuses over

the years (and who, more I-,
cently, has been restored Or
the faith), mumbles some-
thing about subversives when
the torture question comes
up. In an interview, he says,
"We are against all harass-
ment."

Don Alfredo does not enjoy
such unpleasant subjects.
The foreigners who see him
regularly are of two schools
One of them reports that he Is
Incapable of answering pre-
cise questions, and that Jr,
conversation runs to rernlInrn
cences from the Chaco J0,
and ramblings about cornmu.
nIsm, subversives, do-good.
ers and being unappreciated
These visitors regard him as
In clear decline: he is old,
they say, sometimes clear
enough in the head to cancel
someone's permit to import a
Volkswagen or a sal., r
slicer, but gradually fossIliz.
Mg, the last of the South
American dinosaurs turning
slowly to stone. The other
school insists that the general
is all there when he neecis to
be, One frequent visitor, a bi t -
of an archivist, has compiled
a small folio of Stroessner-
isms delivered before dawn:

"Even Carter thought I was
doing a good job. He was fl
fool, he destroyed people's
faith in America. I am one of
America's best friends, but
the United States treats their
enemies better than their
friends."

"Pinochet is a failure. He
never created an organiza-
tion, a type of democracy that
would give people a sense of
participation."

"Somoza was arrogant. A
boozer."
"I can understand why

Reagan would not want to see
me. It wouldn't be good for
him politically."

"No one starves here."

"Some countries — the real
people — are not politically
mature enough to sustain a
United States type of democ-
racy. Paraguay is one."

"I am no dictator."

A

SUNCION IS A POKY
place that actually
smells of orange blos-
soms. By South A rns,-.

loan standards, It Is short en
the dismal and the desperate:
A couple of kids sleep on the
sidewalk; a barefoot boy sells
papers In the nasty rain of the
austral winter. In truth,
AsuncirOn largely escapes the
assault of endless, gagging
misery. On Saturday nights,
what there is of the new middle
class stakes out part-iliac/us
(grill restaurants) In Miarlsr.
bought leisure suits to eat and
stare. If you listen hard, yob
can still hear men playing the



In Asuncian, the Monumento de Cerro Lombare honors four
heroes of Paraguay. One of thorn to Gen. Alfredo Stroess,er.

harp and guitar duets that
are Paraguay's sweet, sad
folk music.

The appearances are inur-
ing. A representative of a far-
away little country with 5,
passionate, even manic
democratic system, said he
rather liked living here: He
can drink the water, he can
eat the lettuce, and he says
his daughter can walk the
streets at 11 P.M. That Is not
entirely certain — after at-
tempted attacks on women
staff members, the United
States Embassy instituted a
nightly security patrol for its
families this year. In any
case, Paraguayans are often
appalled by some foreigners'
readiness to take quiet for
calm, stillness for an absence
of violence, in a city where
soldiers point guns at chil-
dren when they approach a
general's house.

The West German Embas-
sy, which spends a lot of Its
time trying to extradite Ger-
man thugs and deadbeats
who regard Paraguay as a
kind of enormous safe house,
got the mood understatedly
right In a sheet of travel tips
made available to those pass-
ing through: "All restaurants
close at 1 A.M. It is advisable
at that point to leave the
streets. The police has far-
reaching powers and, as a
rule, does not hesitate to em-
ploy them extensively. It is
urgently emphasized not to
become involved in discus-
sions with the police or other
authorities.	 Foreigners

should avoid commenting or;
Paraguayan politics. Subse-
quent difficulties are easily
encountered as a result of the
efficient information police
system .... Visitors who are
arrested should request that
the Embassy be informed

Since everything has its
price — $200 for a permanent
residency permit, 5200 tor
citizenship, maybe $700 for a
passport — no one need tarry
in jail too long. Unless, of
course, the military feels
crossed in some deal, anti.
like a poor German named
Gandermann this summer.
you wind up in a brig In the
Chaco beyond even the shrug-
ging impotency of the courts.
Laws are written down, but
mbarete, a Guarani word
meaning clout, runs every.
thing. Two contused tax col-
lectors who inexplicably ven-
tured into a business run by
Gen. Andres Rodriguez, com-
mander of the AsunclOn mili-
tary region and one of the
country's richest generals —
besides having a son married
to one of the President's
daughters — got a summary
definition of mbarate: They
were beaten, had their heads
shaved and were thrown Into
the street, an American said.

Attempts at moving In wide
arcs around the violence-cor-
ruption-military complex do
little good; in Paraguay,
there are more police per
capita than in Bulgaria, East
Germany or South Africa.
Paul H. Lewis, professor of

(Continued on Page 36)
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political science at Tulane
University, who complied the
statistics, gives General
Stroessner his due, though,
According to his figures, the
proportion of police to Para-
guay's population falls be-
hind the comparable ratio In
Qaddafi's Libya and Hoxha's
Albania.

Corruption, like brutality,
Is discussed with a flip, next-
case matter-of-factness. A
diplomat tells of a Cabinet
minister asking for a $2 mil-
lion slice of a $12 million con-
tract. A banker explains that
he must kick back 100 guara-
nis per dollar to employees
the Central Bank in order to
export dollars at a rate of
about 240 to one, roughly half
that of the unofficial parallel
market, A foreigner tells of
the construction of a cement
plant with a yearly produc-
tion capacity of 650,000 tons,
when the country uses only
200,000 tons; the size of the
deal, he explains, increases
the amount of cream at the
top for the bosses. A private
Panamanian barge company
wins . a contract in dollars to
transport oil from Buenos
Aires in competition with a
Government-owned Para-
guayan firm which accepts
payment In guaranis. Accord-
ing to banking sources, a
small group of friends and of-
ficials knew of a planned
devaluation two weeks before
it took place, and got richer
on the foreign exchange mar-
ket.

The Colorado Party talks
about land reform and
providing farming plots to
300,000' peasants, but the best
land goes Into the estancias of
the generals and colonels, or
into the agribusiness. By
American reckoning, almost
three-fourths of the usable
farming and ranch land is oc-
cupied by 3 percent of the
country's farms and ranches.
On a standard scale used by
one embassy to measure land
distribution — placing egali-
tarian perfection at 0 and
total injustice at 1 — Para-
guay scores a .93. "Paraguay
is a brothel," a businessman
said, "The magnitude, inten-
sity and openness of its cor-
ruption is unique. There are
days when Just about every
buck here stinks."

Humberto Rubin, the radio-
station owner and broad-
caster whose station was shut
down for discussing corrup-
tion in the courts and in land
reform, talks of "stealing and
lying, shameless beyond be-

lief." "Can you understand,"
he asks, "what this has done
to the dignity, to the self•re-
spect of a people?"

Mr. Rubin, a man of un-
usual courage, stops there
General Stroessner and his
friends have left Paraguay
with the fears and posse'.

 a battered child.

I

N GRAHAM GREENE'S
'Travels With My Aunt.''
Aunt Augusta, on a visit to
Paraguay, meets a wretch

named Mr. Visconti who has
lost all his money trying to
buy a new passport and brib-
ing the police. She finds him
sad. "God knows how Dr.
Mengele manages,'' Aunt Au.
gusts says, "but I expect he
has a numbered account In
Switzerland."

Dr. Mengeie was here in-
deed, paying off his Para-
guayan citizenship papers for
20 or 25 years. The papers, ac-
cording to a published duos-
ment, were witnessed by Col.
Alejandro von Eckstein, a
Paraguayan in his 70's, with a
European accent, who, diplo-
mats say, was given an
"honorary" officer's com-
mission by General Stroess.
oar and is often seen in the
presidential antechambers.
The Israelis, who have an em-
bassy in Asuncien, and a suf-
flciently equivocal relation-
ship with Paraguay to try to
sell the army mobile desalini-
zation equipment, think that
Mengele is dead or gone; the,
Americans are of the same
view.

The best Indication of Dr.
Mengele's departure is a
story, told by a foreigner, of
how three Paraguayan colo-
nels reacted when Klaus
Barbie, the Gestapo chief of
Lyons, was extradited by Bo-
livia to France in 1983 — in
exchange, it has been said,
for shipping French weapons
to the Bolivian police.
"Maybe we could pass von
Eckstein off as Mengele,"
one of the colonels is sup-
posed to have said, "What do
you think he is worth —
$200,000?"

Paraguay reacts with oper-
atic outrage when Mengele's
name is mentioned. Last
month, the official party news-
paper, La Patrla, produced an
editorial, printed on specially
tinted yellow paper, denounc•
ing what It called "Mengele-
Wiezhentat and Co„ Inc." The
argument, complete with Its
derogatory misspelling of
Simon WiesenthaPs name, was
that the redoubtable Nazi
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hunter was interested solely in
making money and defaming
Paraguay. This is just another
turn in the Paraguayan tragi.
comedy, since the country has
always been a haven for right-
wing extremists, or just em-
bezzlers, swindlers and con
men on the run. The acknowl-
edged list now includes
Georges Main, who once tried
to kill Charles de Gaulle;
Gaetano Orlando, an Italian
neo-Fascist whose extradition
on criminal charges was re-
jected, and Auguste Ricord,
the French-born international
drug dealer who returned to
Paraguay after being released
from an American prison last
year.

The general expectation of
people like these — many of
them Germans attracted by
the fact that about a tenth of
Paraguay's population has
some German background —
is that compassion is avail-
able at a price. Some find it.
Some do not: German
sources tell of a German den-
tal-supply salesman who ar-
rived recently with suitcases

' containing 110 kilograms of
gold, which he had accumu-
lated by faking orders from
his clients, First the suitcases
disappeared, then the sales-
man,

Among those alighting in
AsunciOn• during the last few
,eal-s),., wasi,..Hans Hermann
Weyer, a West German who
had specialized at home in
selling phony titles to used-
car dealers hungry for re-
spectability. In Paraguay,
which ignored three extradi-
tion requests for him on fraud
charges, Mr. Weyer concen-
trated on real-estate deeds
and drivers' licenses — both
reputedly of his own design.
Then he moved on,

Like movie listings, the
newspapers save space for
extradition news. One day It's
a couple of embezzling Argen-
tine bankers; another day it's
a phony Spanish priest. The
local rule is that when you
can't pay, you go. Two Amer-
!cans, Richard Cochran and
Janet Krebs, wanted for rob-,
bing a Nevada bank, found
this out in August. Their ar-
rest was announced, and a
newspaper story followed,
saying that about $900,000 had
been seized at the same time.
Then another report ap-
peared, saying the take was
really more than $1 million,
plus jewelry. A third story,
published a few days later,
said 'a lawyer had been- ar-
rested and the sum involved
was, in fact, $2.7 million.
What happened, a foreign
source explained, was that
there had been some competi-
tive bidding among police
factions on protection lees,

and that the deal had Lofte,
out of control,

Paraguay made the best
it; The money, with great an.
rare ceremony, was
trusted to the cat-c ot the he!
tral Bank, and an extradite.,
request from the Unite.
States Embassy for Mr, Crs
chran and Mrs. Krebs "-i-1•,
granted.

G

ENERAL STROESS
nor always makes th
best of things, followmg
the rule he has created

for himself — buying out oi
beating up; one generally
works as well as the other
His refinement, his special to-
talitarian discovery, is that if
you destroy a people's honor
long enough, many will think
of themselves as beyond re-
pair.

In a green-walled class-
room of AsunciOn's Catholfc
University, I talked to a
group of students. They spoke
of themselves In an odd, Jar-
ring language for young peo-
ple, one of enormous sell-con-
tempt. Again and again the
comments were despairing,
self-lacerating:

"I'm not hopeful. If he dies,
it can get worse. He keeps a
balance."

"There Is no political op.
tion. The young people are
rotten. There are no moral
values. When he •gdes. it's
more of the same."

'You don't change any-
thing. Maybe through vio-
lence, maybe through a revo-
lution, but the people are pas-
slve.''

"We hate him."
"Our desire Is to become a

real democracy, but this Is so
hard. We most be cautious."

Carmen Lara Castro, presi-
dent of the Paraguayan
Human Rights Commission
and a woman whose entire
family has been jailed, tor-
tured or exiled, describes the
essential characteristics of
Paraguayan life as indiffer-
ence and fear, The opposition
parties, she says, are largely
to blame for their feebleness,
"They have been irresponsi-
ble and petty, wasting them-
selves in their own endless in-
fighting."

The truth Is, the opposition,
allowed to function within the
parameters of rigged elec-
tions to a sham parliament
and the Colorado Party's sys-
tern of surveillance and pa-
tronage, does not come to
much, and when it cannot be
bought, It is beaten. ABC
Color, the newspaper that
edged closest to questioning
the President's authority and
methods, was shut down this
spring. Mr. Rubin, the radio
broadcaster, says he has been
in and out of Jail 10 times.



Pe ..)s to control them bet-
ter, a group of Colorado Party
dissidents known as Mopocos
were allowed to return from
exile — and Were led into a
trap of severe restraints and
total surveillance. Commu-
nism Is forbidden, but so is
the Christian Democratic
Party, its leader banished.
Anyone can found a new polit-
ical organization: All that is
needed are 10,000 signatures,
a notion as inconceivable as
the Supreme Court abridging
General Stroessner's state-of-
siege powers.

The most effective counter-
force in Paraguay is the
Roman Catholic Church,
whose newspaper, Sendero
(Path), is essentially the only
self-respecting reading ma-
terial in the country now, The
Archbishop of Asunción, Is-
mael Rolen, has sent letters
to the semiofficial press com-
plaining of the scarcity of
truth in their columns, but the
letters are not published. Per-
haps the most courageous of
the churchmen is Bishop
Melanio Medina of the town
of Benjamin Aceval, a couple
of stores and a sugar refinery
about an hour's drive away
from the capital and into the
Chaco region. For La Patric!,
the Colorado Party newspa-
per, Monsignor Medina is the
"Red Bishop." The monsi-
gnor replies to the 'taunt with
a mile of middling contempt,
but he talks about Paraguay
with the same sadness as the
young people:

"The dictatorship has suc-
ceeded in domesticating us.
Fear is pervasive. Youth has
no ambition for political life.
If you think, you come under
pressure. It you don't think,
you have no problems. No
real dissident could survive.
The country has been impov-
erished in the worst, most es-
sential sense— in its humani-
ty."

Monsignor Medina says the
"Red Bishop" jibe Is the Gov-
ernment's pathetic response
to his sermons on human
rights and injustice. "The
anti-Communism of the re-
gime is ridiculous, a facade to
protect their own interests.
The disrespect for the indi-
vidual; the informers; the po-
lice — in these ways we are
like the Communists, not
very far from them at all,"

It may be a unique case in
Latin America, but, within
the opposition, the United
States is not the focus of
blame. Brazil, the essential
source of Paraguayan money
and arms, is often described
as Paraguay's colonial ward-
er, Argentina, once again a
democracy, gets criticized
for not matching its promises

(Continued on Page 93)
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as a critic of oppression, and
for sending. Instead, its Cabi-
net ministers to pose with
General Stroessner's friends
for the signature of a hydro-
electric project. Compared to
Argentines and Brazilians,
who have the alleged arro-
gance of big brothers — and
money invested in Para-
guayan agriculture, light in-
dustry and utilities — Amer-
icans seem somehow vague.

A century ago, President
Rutherford B, Hayes decided
in Paraguay's favor in an in-
ternational arbitration, and
since then, America's errors
or disinterest or negligence
vis-a-vis , Paraguay	 are

•treated with eerie semi-Indul-
gence,. • The opposition says
the United States could do
more to exert pressure: with-
draw its ambassador, block
Internationally funded loans
to the general's regime, howl
In public about 30 years of
Stroessnerism,	 American
assistance to Paraguay,
which totaled $187 million In
technical and economic aid
from 1942 to 1984, comes to
about $190,000 this year. With
an average annual income of
more than $1,000,• Paraguay,
like Brazil, Colombia or Mex-
ico, is regarded as being out
of the league of desperate
poverty, and assistance from
Use United States Agency for
International Development Is- being terminated. Washing-
ton still maintains an Office
of Defense Cooperation in
Asunción, with a $50,000 an-
nual budget for sending a
handful of officers to United
States Army training
schools; others occasionally
join -in American-led com-
mand exercises.

These days, the United
States does not offer General
Stroessner either guns or
much money, or even photo
opportunities. On the other
hand, with the exception of a
complaint when ABC Color
was closed, and the absence
of an American honor guard
from this year's big parades
in AsunciOn, the Administra-
tion does little to oppose Gen-
eral Stroessner, even symbol-
ically. None of the difficulties
thrown up for General Plno-
chet's Chile are carried over
to Paraguay; the United
States turns its head when
money for the country is dis-
cussed at the Inter-American
Development Bank or the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

The current Ambassador is
Arthur H. Davis Jr,, a Colo-
rado shopping-center devel•
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oper described as a friend of
the brewer Joseph Coors, one
of the major backers of Presi-
dent Reagan's campaign.
Coming after *Robert White,
the Ambassador for two
years of the Carter Adminis-
tration, who nagged and
nudged Paraguay into releas-
ing hundreds of political pris-
oners, Mr. Davis was greeted
like a long-lost friend. He
turned out to be rather:more
interested in human-rights
violations than the general or
his friends would have liked.
Although it was not the Am-
bassador's fault, a gaffe by
the State Department was
probably the most significant
American action in relation
to Paraguay this year. Some-
how, a departmental docu-

ment included a reference to
the Mopocos — a breakaway
faction of the Colorado Party
—as having possible terrorist
links. The information was
wrong, the United States Em-
bassy acknowledged in an
open letter. But the Para-
guayan Government, insist-
ing on the well-known infalli-
bility of the American se-
curity services, has used the
gaffe to turn the Mopocos into
pariahs.

The State Department is
more certain of the accuracy
of another piece of informa-
tion, which Paraguayan offi-
cials also frequently wave in
the air for visitors as the
final, transcendental proof of
the goodness of the general's
life work. On 10 so-called key

issues in the United Nations
last year, Paraguay voted
with the United States more
faithfully than any other
country in the world.

"What I keep telling the
Americans is that Paraguay
Is not a rase of the regime or
the Communists," says Mr.
Zucolillo, the ABC Color pub-
lisher. "But there must be
some political growth here —
something. We're stunted.
Otherwise, the alternatives
when the old man goes are not
all good ones."

Although Mr. Zucollllo does
not name them, the alterna-
tives are obvious enough. One
is a war among the Colorado
Party clans and the military
factions; a new dictatorship,
weaker, more brutal, more •

unstable; revenge, trouble,
bloodshed. The stuff of revo-
lution. In Paraguay, Mr.
Rubin says, "power has
never been handed over
peacefully."

Rather more sanguine is
the reasoning that Brazil and
Argentina, with their large
investments in the country,
would act to prevent any up-
heaval. Pushed further, the
argument contenlis that since
Argentina has already re-
turned to democracy, and
Brazil is expected to move
away from military rule
when an electoral college
chooses a new president next
January, General Stroessner
must take heed of the trend.

Foreigners often talk that
way. Paraguayans think that

the years ahead may bring a
civilian president, perhaps
Luis Maria Argaiia, the chief
of the Supreme Court, but
that someone in the military
is certain to be behind him —
perhaps the powerful General
Rodriguez, once described by
United States narcotics
agents as a drug-running ally
of Auguste Rloord; perhaps
Gen. Gerardo Johatinsen, a
rather more self-effacing offi-
cer, who heads' the country's
military training institutes.
General Stroessner, accord-
ing to a diplomat, has given
General Johatuisen the fol-
lowing bit of advice for the
years to come: "In this coun-
try, don't tell anyone your
family is from Denmark. The

(Continued on Page 102)
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Danes are bakers, bacon
makers. From now on, Jo-
hannsen, you're German.
They're soldiers,"

Paraguayans who look
closely at the general for
signs of slippage; who watch
hopefully for an end, and fear
an end; who yearn for a new
life while dreading the future
of a country stripped of politi-
cal structure and robbed of so
much of its pride, say the
prognosis	 is	 depressing:
After	 Stroessner,	 more
Stroessner.

T

0 WATCH THE
country watch him, I
flew . into the Para-
guayan outback, to a

place called Capitan Bado,
where the general went to on-
knot inaugural ribbons at a
post office, a dispensary and,
it seemed, anything else that
had been built there in the
last 10 years. The town's
main street, a wide dirt.road
that looked like a river bed, is
the border with Brazil; no
customs men, just some sol-
diers wearing forage caps
with chin straps, and a tent
show, the "Fantastic° Circo
Koslov," that could have
come straight from "La
Strada." I had been told the
general was popular in the
countryside, and red banners
nailed up at a little stand fit
right in: "Stroe_ssner,
Stroessner is the jubilant cry
emerging from our Para-
guayan soul," and "Wel-
come, noble and illustrious
chief, governor of the heart of
America."

I was given a red Colorado
Party bandana, which I was
graciously dispensed from
wearing, and a seat in the re-
viewing stand about three
rows behind the general,
which made me uncomfort-
able, thinking of the violent,
reviewing-stand end of
Anwar el-Sadat. There were
some speeches, and then we
walked, following the gen-
eral, through the dirt streets,

There were school kids in
white smocks, and little
bunches of townspeople. We
walked and walked, and there
was silence. Past the old men
in white shirts, the guys in
cowboy hats, the kids with
their shoes shined — walking
In total silence. Thirty years,
and it had come to this! Oh,
the stillness!

Finally someone cheered,
"Viva Stroessner." It was
thin but audible. The general
broke ranks, went over, and
shook the man's hand. •
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stitute for the Development olGerman-
Paraguayan Relations. He is expected
to be received by Franz Josed,Strauss,
the Bavarian Premier.

The visit has been criticized by the
Opposition Social Democratic Party,
and President Richard von Weizsticker
has, according to well-placed Officials,
extended a summer Vacation abroad to
avoid having to greet the visItqr:

Mr. Wlesenthal said that redent re-
ports froth agents and informers had
convinced him that Dr. Mengele re-
mained in hiding under the protection
of the Paraguayan &over= enf

Dr. Mengele, now 74 years old, is
wanted in West Germany, Israel and
the United States for atrocities :com-
mitted In his role as a physician at the
Auschwitz camp, where he selected
Victims for the gas chambers and. con-
ducted fatal and maiming experiments
on prisoners,

Last week,'officials of the three coun-
tries, meeting In Frankfurt, said they
were coordinating efforts to apprehend
and prosecute him, Rewards totaling
nearly 84 million have been offerecb:for
information leading to his capture)

Wiesenthal said he believed that
General Stroessner's visit to West Gbr-
many offered the best chance for bring-
ing Dr. Mengele to justice. In the Nab-
hunter's view, as well as that of investi-
gators in other countries, Paraguay's
will is the key to apprehension. 	 ';,‘

Persuasion of Paraguay at Issue
Many investigators believe that

General Stroessner w, anted k to deliver
Dr. Mengele, his secret polide could eld,'
so quickly.' Pressure from West Ger-
many and the United States are,
thotight to be factors that might per-
suade General Stroessner, who has
ruled Paraguay .for 31 years'aind whose
power is nearly absolute.

Mr. Wiesenthal said that Mr. Kohl, in
his letter, dated March 8, said he in-
tended to "raise emphatically" ' the
issue of Dr. Mengele's extradition. In
view of the Paraguayan Government's
assertions that the wanted mart is not in
Paraguay, Mn, Kohl . continued, West
German pressure would be more effec-
tive if Mr. Wiesenthal were to supply
particulars to substantiate his belief
that Dr. Mengele is there,

In the 1960's, Dr. Mengele was said to
have been a frequent visitor -at the
Hotel del Tirol outside Capitan Mir
da. Mr. Wlesenthal said that reli;
agents, during a visit to the area in t,-
cent weeks, had verified the inforrna-

ties that Dr. Mengele had bra,
last July.

The area was described as di th.•
access because it Is near a closed
Cary zone with several u■-e.si6
summer homes.

Mr. Wiesenthal told Mr. hold
the Paraguayan Government wIc
position to profess that Dr. Me
does not live in Paraguay since is
been there living since 1979 und
assumed name and as a citizen
unidentified Central-American
try.

In February 1981, Mr. Wesena:
formed Hans Eberhard Klein
Frankfurt prosecutor responsib)
the West German case agains
Mengele, that the doctor obtait
passport of that Central Arne
country In 1979. Ha . was said to
done so through an office in the
ington area.

Fingerprint Reported Founc
Special telTe New York TIrwee

BONN, May 14 — A West Go
newspaper, In an article to a
Wednesday, says that Red Cross'
dais In Geneva have found a f
print of Dr. Mengele on ass applii
form for a Red Cross travel doct
issued in Genoa, Italy, in 1949.

The newspaper, Frankfurter
achau, quotes Nicolas Vecsey,
the International Committee of lb
Cross's Search Service, no vin;
that the fingerprint, of the right tit
was found on ti form Dr. Meng
thought to have filled out at tilt
Cross regional office in Genoa to
a passport unddir 'rife name lit
Gregor that he died to travel to A
Una in 1949. West German prose<
are believed to have fingerprints
Mengele taln in the 1950's in
America.
•The Red g'ross form also carr

photograph‘but someInvestiga to.
Hove ityStit 'at of Dr.•Mengele's brc
Mats.

The: document lists the name c
ship on which the. pissport hold;
tended to travel as the North Kit
the :'steamship line Compagnia T

• GIVE A CITY CHILD
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Reward poster being distributed in South America by the SimonWlesenthal Center in Los Angeles for Infer
tion Leading to the arrest of Josef Mengele, who was sighted last summer in Capitan Miranda, Parser

Wiesenthal Cites Merigele
By HENRY KAMM

Spode] to The New York new.

VIENNA, May 14 — Simon Wiesen-
thal, the Nazi-hunter, says that Josef
Mengele, the German death camp doc-
tor, was sighted in Paraguay as late as
last July.

Mr. Wlesenthal, in interviews at his
Documentation Center here in the last
week, said that the last confirmed
sighting was in the settlement of
Capitin Miranda, outside Hohenau.

According to previous accounts, Dr,
Mengele was seen in 1983 in Parral,
Chile, and in Brazil. Other reports
placed him in Paraguay in 1982. Ac-
cording to Gerald Posner, a New York
lawyer 'who is writing a book on Dr.
Mengele, the Nazi doctor narrowly es-
caped capture In the 1960's by Jewish
agents In the area mentioned by Mr.
Wlesenthal.

Mr. Wiesenthal said he had Informed
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West Ger-
many that Dr. Mengele was seen In
July separately by three unidentified
people who do not know one another
and who live in different countries.

Kohl Requested Information
Wiesenthal wrote to Mr. Kohl in

response to a letter requesting assist-
ance as West Germany prepares for a
visit in early July by Gen. Alfredo
Stroessner, the Paraguayan leader.
, A West German Govertizneht spokes-

',amen, Karin Konrad, said today that she
was unable to confirm the exchange of
letters.

'	 ' General Str.oessner, who was born in
,	 Hof, Bavaria, and last visited West
\.• Germany in 1973, will be feted in Ba•

-Tarte by an organization called the in-

3 Syrians Convicted of Spying
For the Israelis Are Hanged

DAMASCUS,- Syria, ' May 14 (AP) —
Three Syrians convicted of spying for
Israel were hanged at dawn today.

Their names, listed on White sheets
of paper pinned to the bodies, were
given-as Tewfik Abbas, Fend Darwish
and Muhleddin. Hourani. The bodies
were left on the gallows for three hours
for the public to see.

A military court found them guilty of
"passing classified rotation and
jeopardizing the stati , curity to the
Israeli enemy," military sources said,
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17 ALBUM:View of the barracks'it Auschwitz. Insets: Mengele in Paraguay in 1980, and prisoners marching through Auschwitz.

ttiNi)t. ,ouna.

.	 .
■gt.,P...tofqlpto,,,..1 •

• '

Tales 'of; the . P.',ng4.`oilbeatfi;':....1d.l .:O■rO.r'and over: they
come from Auschwitz, 'front thejuIfa aoflSO0th America,
frciiii CIA files, from fevered NaziliStrhck imaginations, from
hucksters of hellish relics. Somehow, "theY, are all different,
but all the . sarire.	 •	 ,

Take the woman in'the jewelry store in AsiMción, Par-
aguay:She told anlsraelErifficial about the day in 1965 when
a customer asked about sOMe merchandise. She came around
the courtier. She saw Josef- Mengele. Two decades before,
trim and elegant in his sleek black SS uniform, he had per-
sonally dispatched . 409,000 other Jews' to-the ovens with a
flick of his black-gloved 'wriSt. But not her She'd . survived.
And now he was browsing in her jewelry store, just one of
40,000 Germans liviagia Paraguay.

She could not speak, she would say later. She watched

lere'

nirn:leaVe • an ,ther04}1,01
Mengele.:'

••	 .
• For 40 years one Ofibe Monsters of history has wandered

the globe 'untOu6hed, a free . man: the most notorious Nazi
war driminal believed , alive , today, the Auschwitz doctor
whose mass Murder's •alid grisly experirnerits evoke EVi4 In-
darnate.

How can this be?
West Germany has_had a warrant out for luS •••Orrest for'26.'

years and has added a $350,000 reward. Israell.Nazi hunters
spirited Adolf Eichmann out of Argentina, biit others have
missed Mengele;they'say, by minutes at a Paraguayan hotel,
by little more at the Rome airport. CIA informants put him in
Brazil, in Chile;an the drug trade or working as an auto me-
chanic. German prosecutors believe he may have been in
Paraguay as late as 1982, if a jailed drug suspect can be be-

What's 'more, the sightings began •us •soon as the Thill
Reich fell. American GIs say they saw him in an Army pris4
a German professor claims he interviewed Mengele at a BriCr,
ish prison camp in 1947. After that Mengele lived in :0
home-town in Bavaria, where his family had Made its fortu4

•in the farni'machinery lbuainess. His name arose at 4hel,s4
•-rembeig:Warcriine trials, and he fled to Rome, where her's
•said'to have' gotten papers under the nanie of GregdriOG
gori. •

In either .1949 or 1951, according to cohflicting:report
he sailed from Italy to Argentina,' where he lived Crider:
own name in Buenos Aires, hawking heavy equipment foi.the
family firm. Neighbors say he was "quiet, distinguished all
courteous."	 •

As Dr. Helmut Gregor, one of the dozen shades he adopt

See MENGELE, C8, CoL 1

lei:;:Nlfzi Doctor of .Death?

Wri> him, It was	 hived: He is said to have been Mengele's roommate outsi e
AsunciOn,Where they shared a passion for beekeeping. -



The-- Hunt for .Tosef Mengele

"A

19.1-lltdc" rcePdc4";"ae l , 'fivorite	 snow 1962 When Germiti?. i •tir* ex-
-	 fixture • la-l•- •	.•••	 , myStin. 	Ahem

$fioessner, anclx Xepresentative for
German firms.	 .	 trahideoditiuTcan'P41.beisfot arrivund, the4y

His dealings alsti included substan- dispatch '4...Posse. "We have made
tial payments to Stroessner's son,. . afull investigation and found no trace
Says Paria,based Nazi hunter Beate of Mezigele in Paraguay," says the
Klarsfekl,' whO, along With her hus, embas-sypress:artathe. "We believe

'hand, ltraelred 'Nan -:	 Ocellaere stiYinore."_
Klaus Altman Barbie to . Bolivia,
where he Lee! npenty is•-•S govern- :	 • ,•• - •	 sj	 sf. •	 .
flssmt Serniity, doriseltant before 	 Horrors lice the.	 Holocaust -make
extradition to FranCe: !She clams .	 iriliTtiaenher, Ql•Teatiala
Rudel's fnnatrcaal deetuneet.::;in her beget rifOre qnestanns If Meng .* is
files, 'detail the deals; " ,	 PeYer"9!0It!': ik'Cs	 ilie•#.45Tc's

rr. "I humped into- kidei all oner the f n thieis; m tiliS,Xe
-place.' says Benjamin Weiner ad esealile -listlee? • •Or. if he is	 on
Vaione, :71, the former Israeli am- 6.4441 that mean 	 finally tri-

' bassactor who made it a habit to be 	 .

fil	

•	 -• On Jan. 27, 1945, Berkowitz and
:lf.r163d' di* 'like the'i!WC:re•s w' ife '	 -sister,were liberated by the us-re RWhe had seenMengele He met Men-

• gele's lawyer, •

MENGELE, From Cl
over the years, he became an Argen-
tine citizen in 1954 and petformed.
abortions, says Nazi hunter Simon
WiesenthaL (At one point, he was
'detained" by police when a patient
died,) His first wife divorced him that

•year, and in 1958 he married his old-
. er brother's widow. They were di-
..., Vorced three years later, and she left

for Switzerland and Italy. After the
•West German warrant was issued in
1959 be became a Paraguayan cit-

., isen; he is said to have attended his
' father's funeral in Germany that

. year.
He has lived his life. He has had

friends, patients, family. Now bounty
hunters, revenge seekers, glory
hOunds and die-hard believers in
-eaithly justice descend On South
Anierica . in such numbers that they
have fostered a trade in relics of this
saint of Hell—photographs,' an ID

'card, whatever souvenir of evil you
want, except the man himself.

If alive, he would be 74 this month.
Now America wants him. Its top

• Nazi hunter, Neal Sher, a Justice De-
- partrient lawyer who heads the Of-
; lice of Special Investigations, flew . to
: Europe last week to seek leads from
. Lerman prosecutors and Nazi track-

ers like Wiesenthal, 76, who suspect
Mengele is still in. Paraguay, pro-

. tested by President Alfredo Stroess-
ner; but after all these years, they
still don't really know.	 •

his	 application, he said he
, -stOod 5 feet 9, with brown hair and
, blue eyes. But others remember a

shorter, darker-looking man in a.
.. country that worshipped blue-eyed
:.. 'blonde Mengele's hang-up was that

he:looked bite a Gypsy,' says Wie-
Senthal-
. Indeed, he aimed to keep nature
: from future mistakes, drafting human

guinea pigs for macabre experiments
he believed might make Hitler's
dream Of an Aryan master race come

; trite. As the SS doctor at Auschwitz,
he dispatched nearly half a million to

' the gas chambers and killed thou-
'. Mods more with mad genetic quack-
' cry.

He was obsessed with twins: if
• German women could repopulate
• after the war with multiple births,
' Military losses might be offset. He
handpicked spedmens as they came
off the trains at Auschwitz-Birkenau
deep inside Poland. In his black SS

•uniform, shiny stick in hand, he cut a
•• striking figure to the bedraggled,

- - frightened Jews, waving some to the
; "left, to die, others to the right, to

live.	 .
"He looked gorgeous," recalls twin

-Eva Kor, 50, who sells real estate in
-TJr-re Haute, Ind. "Buteveryone:was

course, treated like prize pet rabbits..
But if one in a pair died, Mengele
killed the other to compare autopsies.

In other experiments, he snatched
babies from mothers and tried to
change the color of their eyes and
hair, then killed them by -injection.
"What's the difference if you make
black eyes out of blue eyes?" he asked
one mother, then tried it with her
child. It died.

Witnesses . have also told German •
prosecutors: •

He offered candy to two sets of
twin girls, then shot them in the
neck; castrated or sterilized "about
100 male prisoners," routinely tossed
babies into ovens alive and wired in-
mate's with electrodes to test, their
threshold for electric shock.

To boost his labor force, he or-
dered pregnant women onto their
backs, then stomped them until they
aborted. Once, he promised a special
milk . porridge for all expectant moth-
ers who signed up, then gassed them
all. He also gassed a barracks that in-
cluded some of his former professors,
all Jews.

'We called hirn the 'death doc-
tor,' " says survivor Ernest Michel,
61, of New York City, who once es-
corted eight Jewish women to Men-
gele's lab as an orderly. When he
hauled them away, two were dead,
two were in a coma, another had to
be disconnected from an electroshock
machine.

Spared for his elegant penmanship,
Michel was ordered to rewrite med-
ical history. "Heart attack,' he wrote
day after day to cover up the true
cause of death. "Our biggest fear was
that some would be left alive to tell
what really happened," he says.

As one of Mengele's pets, Ber-
kowitz WAS there in 1944 when his
keeper exploded over a report of lice
among the Gypsies. "I'm sick and
tired of these filthy, diseased pigs,"
Mengele ranted. "I've been trying to
keep this camp dean, and I'm fight-
ing a losing battle!"

His solution: send the whole bar-
racks to the gas chambers. And 700
Gypsies were marched off to be "dis-
infected" forever. One German offi-
cer nodded At Berkowitz, a witness to
his rage. Said Mengele, "Don't wor-
ry, he's one of us. If we had more
boys like him, we would have won the
war."

Mengele liked to test Berkowitz,
probing for the secret of his endur-
ance. Once, he ordered Berkowitz to
swim with the SS men who nearly
drowned him for sport. To retest his
courage, it was back to the pool.

When his Mother's barracks was
marched off to the gas chamber,
Mengele conjured as errand so Ber-
kowitz could take a last walk with

SS general who conceived and mom,'
ated mobile gas chambers used to
exterminate Jews. He recently died
in . his sleep after running a fishing
boat for years, under his own name,
out of 'Puerto Proyenir. Chile's su-
preme court denied his extradition
request on a technicality. Another
extradition request was denied in
1959 by Argentina, on grounds that.. •
it was written in German, not
ish. And not till 1970 'did Parigna)t
concede Mengele had been natural"
ized years loefore

"The last photograph is 1963 is
AsunciOn," says Wiesenthal by phOne
from Vienna. "We . don't know his
[new] alias."

What of rumors - he may have und-
ergone plastic surgery? Wiesenthal
doubts it; no Nazi war criminal he
caught ever went under the knife
What about the report of postcards
sent to friends from Portugal? Does
Wiesenthal say this is a Nazi disin-
formation trick to blur the trail?

Or CIA tiles portraying Mengele as
a cocaine warlord, dealing under the
name Dr. Henrique Wollman? "A stu-
pid story," Wiesenthal scoffs. "He
doesn't need the money."	 .

. It would certainly seem that way,
if he can rely on rich Nazi friends and
the family conglomerate, Karl Me:n-
gele & Sons, with offices in Para-
guay, Argentina and the United
States.

A Si million bounty was offered
last week by unnamed donors in Lcs
Angeles after lesser amounts did no
good.

He remains at bay, a fugitive with
all the glamor of an emissary from
hell, merely yapped at by the hounds
of justice, and mythologized by Hol-
lywood in two movies, "Marathon
Man" and "The Boys-From Brazil.'

7.• '=""

Mengele was born March 16,
1911, in Guenzburg, Germany, the
third son of a wealthy farm machin-
ery manufacturer. At 24, he joined
Hitler's 'Brown Shirts," the Nazi Par-
ty three -years later.	 .

He studied anthropology and zo-
ology M Mnnich, hatching a fascina-
tion for genetics, which was further
fueled at the Institute for Genetic
Purification in Frankfurt. In 1938, he
graduated from medical school, mar-
ried Irene Maria Schoenbein, joined
the Waffen SS and became the
Auschwitz canm physician.

Their son Rolf was born at Ausch-
witz in 1944.

Like other Nazis in the early days
after the war, he made little effort to.
hide his identity_

But at least two TI S Army vet-

fannirig :inljake . "They 'would Call me to express the to understand: iNith Eva Kor, he
..iii.siile:asure of their president; says Started a Support group for Ansch-

ildialS called Varme	 carpet. pain of a crumbling spine and fought

th 0,41*	 Natu=a4,140nc	 -4' mar mock trial for Mengele JeCusalem
iEnieblie;';' and Israel' CoirldO'f.•;:affoid for mercenaries" Thtc/-46143,6ts 	 last month.	 -

. 'surfaced Of assOrted. aveeEers on the,	 Later, in 1978, tie 11 is. hanicmiv i! Wouid prefer a trial. He doesn't hate

aith the (lector.' 	 ,t	 tin's. many yearaentrunals tan into
ny',saettvoy 	 .irt ll9ra5 that	 146 eie'r.of, ye,	 Witfiess. HOW can you punish grainer

but We Lebow	 dc:41* pf:499;9*'P.e-6-,	 ',13!enf he is i'afighi lana gets life: he'll

hired a Nazi boasting of pfayipg .caidq 	 Af"

Especially when the citizenship	 So, why -wasn'i -he arrested—or Ilw-ser°11P	 • •• • • !'
papers are signed by old Stroessner
friends like Alejandro von Eckstein, a
Russian emigre who fought alongside
Stroessner in the Chaco War with
Bolivia, and who still - advises
Paraguayan intelligence services.

At the American Embassy at
AsunciOn, there were frequent ru-
mors of Martin Bormann alive and
well, but never Mengele, recalls A.
Dane Bowen, political officer until
1964. Besides: "Hunting Nair war
criminals wasn't our big preocc-upa-
ton."

In those da ys_ Menvele lived ores-

s' , -after S j .ving a death marchdutifully ing Such re- zingin thefree	 colcLAndthreeyears
":'1 4, 0'',:-'1!''. !".-...	 0 . pthis la Tel Aviv. He got no reply. 	 , later, after ,stinfs in refugee camps.
l'i:Soiriti.;ii.Li• -.6)--orici'Sizid-r-Sil-f..i,l;Cda-	 1:`rael dc'ein't e'llsect ltS °lib's" ' they wound up in America • sole sur-
trenimiliaiiilland --il.>11, :.:::::::;/,..,,,,:::, ,Nazi. 	 • .	 'mom& a family of mne. 	 ..

l. fi,3,2a.i-tliere:Merigeje,..aj!otidBut whenever Nazi hunters , back Berkowitz washed dishes in New
Il.'iii:ihe '60s; friorn Pedro juantCa- hal- .,b9Ine 'raised a fuss . Paraguafall a', Yorlo, sold furniture, shrugged off the

[fa likleartin	 .. the retired diplomat turned Writer, wits twins nialinti candle, .sti far,

home il.garbi" .in the eatly,t,cki:;.&it Who liveS in Brookline, liras's. 'But abeut 120have come forward, 20
a;conunando;taid.;;There : they never denied he was there." •	 from the StateS. Many testified at a

!arirchillomatie	 the doe-tor. His sfandaidiline:".'00" 	 if4ingoe. ia,0**,arresteduSet-
',mann :affair had ;elided .. .Via' 4;cioei- across the street. The Germans have ` ipswilieveorits Oa-ask-him some goes-
mScin- 1 :	 warrant fur his arrest." His job was 	 	 to askhin) exactly

to keep Paraguay's crucial U.N. Se- 'what he did to his guinea pigs, some
Amino:Sad and thd'iiieSiiirtlierf idst entity Council vote in Israel's Corner can get medical help," he says, "We
Mesigeld!actrois -fhe hozdermmBrazl1,He charmed, he cajoled, he got it, are hire a puzzle We have to be put

l:acconling to heavily edited CIA files .even as Meugele was Semi .aromid . backtogether pieie by piece.'
''..reteitsed last week:',ACc0.66.Fgs6 town.j 	 •: Anibivalent abent' revenge, , he

looSe.: , and soineone aPparaftlyitnis' • heard he feeie•ented :the Eaballo Mengele; And lie reflects that, he is
-to* .-a . man' for Mengele. 'Ile ' Was .Biagoo , or white flerse:a . f.;:riorite .'ttnt Iris errand boy: "You see, he fiev.,.
Jotmd be.afen 41e4th-• 	 : German rejstaurant cloy/ma...in. And a 	 disnifisseci Me ; :	 j • •••	 ;
'outtobeanez-Nazisoldner. .• • •. • 	 BBc 	 , a! hidzkii! lace	".Loolo, the lifeof

• •	 trobablY- servejagy_a. few:years ...be- • •
r:Ps-At'all'Ociiaglt*'	 TP.Iiict- 

'wiwnenerllnsbasuadecRohertWhite. fore he diesAlialiviill end uP..to.he
:.the	 5.	

tni

:(qught	 •.F

tie
. if...gene:le:issomething? 13ecause he wasn't - stn-viv	 hOuld	 -jt -

wanted all that much," says White, 	 . . . . •
who filed his' Mengele tales with the
State Department and got no reply. ! 	 .
"We :did report on it, but there was Now Mengele is hot, everyone'snever much interest expressed by favorite villain. It's only taken 40Washington in any way." years. In South America, there areStill, such accounts irritated M- 	 , ose who can look on it as a trend,riotsthe remote haven for right- not unlike other trends, a sort of nos-
wing refugees. "Bob, how can we pal- talvia craze.ish up our image?" he was. often 	 -"There are people out there willing
asked.	 to sell you Bormann's bones and"A good place to start would be to Mengele's hacienda," says New York
cancel Mengele's citizenship," he re- lawyer Gerald, Posner whose ye-- 7..	 .	 _



Terre Haute, Ind. "But everyone Was
in. scared ofHe decided how long

-	 you lived."
1v 'One 12-year-old Jewish boy held a
▪ special . fascinationi Marc Berkowitz

had blond hair, blue eyes and a twin
;;;• sister, 'Francesca. SS officers on the

kokout for lab rats perked up when
their mother. shoutedu"Kill me, but

OI not my twinsr Immediately, they
• wqre brought to Mengele, and the

Berkowitz was ordered to disrobe
1....anti lie on a table. Fluid was drawn

" froth his spine. "MY whole body was
7 burning, and the next thing I knew I

was fighting hack fainting, recalls
the 53-yeaeold retired New York
furniture salesman, physically disa-
bled from his days at Auschwitz.' He
heard a whimper and reached out to
comfort his sister. She lay on the
next table-
: t times, Mengele was alnine.

gentle. He patted Berkowitz on the
hend as a nurse mopped his brow.
Sometimes, he even apologized. "Its
sorry we have to do this, but the pain
will go away," he said.

Yet if his guinea pigs passed out.
or fought bock, he eliminated them,"

; says Berkowitz. who watched bloody
bundles canned out of the tab. Ever

7 stoic. Berkowitz fought to detach
; himself from the pain, and did as he

',was told. Once, he stood on his head
i llor hours -without passing out. He

7. was prodded, punctured and poked.
;:d4e was dunked in a steel vat of freer-,n ;ling water while Mengele lab techni-
.. -Ciaris monitored his plummeting body
; -temperature.

a ; -At last, when he was pulled out
a _alive, Mengele strutted about the lab

' in ecstasy. He liked Berkowitz's at-
' i7titude. "You're the type of boy I've
"'keen looking for," he said. "You're

i'setting an example. The other chil-
l; • Oren are behaving theniselves. We're

'getting good results."
. -Berkowitz just tried to obey, intent

; on living from "moment to moment,
i. 7second to second," So pleased was
" the doctor with his star guinea pig

that he made Berkowitz his "lauper,"
;dor errand boy. He taught him Ger-
"non songs, recited poetry. Mengele
-loved classical music, and Berkowitz

; :hand-cranked his Victrola, shined his
o 1;clots and harvested his brussels

'sprouts,
- But Mengele'e moods changed like

the weather. One day, Berkowitz
watched hen shoot a boy, first in one

...knee, then in the other. The boy was
Weeping as Mengele grabbed him by
the hair and gave the coup cle grace
with a bullet in the brain. His sin:
he'd wandered away from his bar-
racks.

"You know he had no business over
there," said Mengele. He asked Ber-
kowitz if he'd done "something
wrong" in shooting the boy, but didn't
wait for an answer. "You have to re-
spect the laws of the place," he said.

All the time, the crematoriums
were running. Twins who survived
the experiments were spared, of

Mengele .conjufed an errand so . Ber-
kowitz could take a last walk with
Helen Berkowitz. For Mengele,' it
W25 just another experiment, the An-
gel of Death testing the faith of a
Jew.

"So," asked Mengele later, "do you
still believe in God?"

"rye lost almost everything; re-
plied Berkowitz, "but one thing I have
not lost is God. You can take every-
thing from me, but you . cannot take

gengeie reached for his revolver.
It was holstered in black leather,
hanging over a chair. He unsnapped
one button. He unsnapped the other.
He stared long and hard at his gofer..

"You 'gave the right answer," he
said. He nodded at his boots, "I Want
a good shine today. I have very im-
portant things to tend to."

Berkowitz walked outside. Smoke
was belching thick and black. He was
thinking, "Freon/1i 12, but I'd better
say Kaddish (the prayer for the dead)
for my mother. I don't know if I'll be
around to say it tomorrow."

On Christmas Eve 1944, With the
Russians advancing on the eastern
front, Mengel, found Berkowitz in
the washroom. A light snow was fall-
ing: Pausing at . the door, flanked by
two SS guards, he wished him well.
Mengele seemed almost wistful.
"Adieu," he said. And that was the
last time Berkowitz saw him.

Everyone has an answer, a rumor,
a theory, scold lead, an excuse.

"I've /barely) missed him five
times," says Wiesenthal. He has
bagged 1,100 war criminals in his
lifetime without ever getting as close
to Mengele as the jeweler's wife.

Christmas 1963. Wiesenthai got
tipped off in a letter: Mengele, Hotel
American, Milan. He flew there with
a German prosecutor. Said the-man-
ager, "Yesterday, he left." In Torre-
molinosnSpain, he missed him by two
days; at the Rome airport, by mere
hours.

Later, a group of Auschwitz aveng-
ers called the "Committee of 12"
tracked him to the Hotel Tyrol near
the thriving German colony of Ho-
henau in eastern Paraguay. They
planned to spirit him to Frankfurt to
stand trial. His alias that time: Dr.
Fritz Fischer. They burst into room
26, but he was gone. Minutes before,
Herr Fischer got a phone call, said
the manager, raced down the stairs
with his pajamas on under his suit,
and vanished in the night:

Intelligence tips put Illengele
Chile 18 months ago; in Paraguay's
German-speaking Mennonite villages
on the Bolivian border as recenDy as
last year; in Uruguay six months ago.

South American governments,
rubbed raw by complaints that
they're sheltering the fled legions of
the Nazis, deny it all.

Says the Chilean Embassy press
officer, "We had one Nazi war crim-
inal;and that was plenty." That would
have been the tare	 -

after the war, he made little effort to
hide his identity.

But at least two U.S. Army vet-
erans say they believe he was in U.S.
custody at one time. A retired Cal-
ifornia aerospace engineer, Walter
Kempthorne, says soldiers put a red-
faced prisoner through calesthenics
—sand bily 10. 1945.

"This here's the bastard who ster-
ilized 3,000 women at Auschwitz,"
Said one, as a man fitting IvIengele's
description huffed and puffed. Kemp-
thorne Was 19, a private at the Ida!,
Oberstein detention camp in occupied
Germany, where Nazis were inter-
rogated after the war.

Guards sometimes trotted them
outside lotion and games, including a
charade called "Luftwaffe": Prisoners
were ordered loran around in circles
"spitting like a plane," says Richard
Schwarz, 59. a retired government
labor lawyer in Washington, D.C. As
a young private, he put a Nazi broom
believes was Merigele through the
drill, "pats on the fannY" and all.

"Presumably, it was Mengele,"
recalls Schwarz, who never heard the
man's name, but has war correspond-
ence indicating he wrote friends
about just such a doctor. And the Si-
mon Wiesenthal Center in Los An-
geles, which horns data on Nazi war
criminals and supports Holocaust
studies, turned up the two . soldiers,
along with a U.S. Army dispatch from
an intelligence officer who refers to
an 'account of Mengele's arrest in
1947.

"We're searching our records et
that camp," says Lt. Col, Craig
McNala, an Army spokesman.
"You've got to understand, Mengele
wasn't on top of anyone's list back
then. In 1945, he was a doctor way
off in the wilds of Poland."..

And by the 1950s, he was long
gone. In Smith America, the chase
began, a slow and frustrating pursuit.
Diplomatic channels yielded nothing.
Everything grew vagee.

loser Harel. Israel's secret Service
chief who pulled off the daring snatch
of Eichmann from Buenos Aires in
1960, eyed Mengele, too, but didn't
want to risk losing Eichmann, he
once wrote. Aftersards. Israeli
agents tracked down his house in a
middle-class suburb of Buenos Aires,
but he was gone. They traced him to
Paraguay. There, it was believed, he
was protected by President Alfredo
Stroessner, the right-wing strong
man who took power in 1954, son of
an immigrant German cavalry officer.
It was easy to hide in a remote Cal-
ifornia-size country with only two
million people and a gossipy capital
where word travels fast when out-
siders come sniffing around.

There wns also plenty of camou-
flage from German colonies to the
east, where lush, rolling hills be-
tween the Paraguay and Parana riv-
ers lured refugees Ikn	 n • •

idea besides: "Hunting Nazi • war
'criminals wasn't our big preoecupa-

.
In those days. Mengele lived open-

ly, sunning at a villa a half-mile-fort
the embassy and scouting for', land in
Alta Parana, just . sera.. the Argen-
tine border, reportedly working as an
auto mechanic northeast of Asuncien
near the Brazilian border. "Recurring
rumors" said that Mengele was at a
"well-guarded ranch, either near En-
carnacien, in eastern Paraguay, or in
Chaim, and that he is protected by
Strosner," said a 1972 CIA report.
, Veterans of the AsunciOn diplo-

matic corps say Mengele socialized.
with late Nazi Luftwaffe ace Hans Ul-
rich-Ruda reputed mastermind of
Odessa, the secret underground that
resettled fleeing Nazis in South

no our imager he was, often
asked.

"A good place to start would be to
cancel Mengele's citizenship," he re-
plied. Then, one day, out of the blue,
the foreign minister said, "Bob, that's
a wonderful idea, ria bring it up with
the president." And, in 1979, Men-
gele was stripped of his citizenship
for being "out of the country for more
than two years."

"We knew he was in Paraguay, but
it's not something we pursued," says
Alan Ryan, the top Nazi hunter for
the Justice Department until 1983.
There was no jurisdiction, and Ryan
was too busy chasing Nazi war crim-
inals hiding in America to go "smoke
him out of the jungle."

These tales, of course, contradict
Paraguay's official shrug that his

ougza craze.
"There are people out there willing

In sell you Bormann's bones and
Mengele's hacienda," says New York
lawyer Gerald Posner, whose re-
search relays draw Nazi brokers like
flies. 'The minute they hear an
American is hunting Nazis, their ears
perk up and their wallets get itchy."

He's spurned diaries, rings and
memorabilia. How about Menge/e's
original fingerprint card? asked a
Brazilian cop. Only $500. Or. recent
photos, whispered an ex-Nazi officer
over mint tea at the Hotel Mansour
in Casablanca—after plastic surgery.
A mere five grand. Or, maybe you
like Meugele's SS ring, very cheap:
$1,000, said the Argentine lawyer,

The flea market sells such rings by
the trayful, swastika and an. $3
apiece.
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Josef Mengek
tiná captura

3.395.(00 dfiltires

IngresO a la
historia como uno

de los hombres
mils crudes de la

humanidad. Sus
experimenbos

cientificos en vivo,
practicados en

prisioneros judlos,
no sirvieron a la
ciencia, como

pittendla, y
simplemente

alimentaron su
sadismo..Mand6
miles de personas
a la muerte y hoy

dos gobiernos y
varias asociaciones

civiles ponen
precio a su

captura.

probablOrnon16.
Ultima bstalla de fa
gunda GuerTa tvluncm:ii

una autentica carrer
contra el Ilernpo. El objetivo: Asa;
Mengolo, C rnes bu9cado do on
crIrnInales do guorra nazia,
inOdlco mediocre qua	 -;ac

one. vista celobridad colon
ponsable do la solecciOn dn
depOrlad0a quo llogoban
pa do concentraclön Aascnyvo..,

inStralado on urn
guile aldoa do Polonia. En win no
cenano do oapanto. Mongele in
n[a perdor din \Ada y ru	 DID,/
cede prisionoro. Adema!, do la
haccian, Cu Intotisla no cona- ali■a Sa-

bre uric ;elle do F.,Idicos
mentos -In V/VO " ,1:10:ilirtndLi C I 0,1/

fOr71'1/1101 Ian	 c)01•■•,',

licaa do lOs gemolos ploa Onsno:::
SU coalro inlenlil y Cu actitud
Eta le valieron 1.10 E11.10j();ei

do la muerte,
Ott semana pwaada. la pi

inlornadonal oublic6 on was()
paglna enters pot el cool

una recompense do 3.395.000
&Stares par cualquior Inforrnacion
quo conduzca a la capture del
mindl tugillvo, La cilra as Is un,,.3
alto oirecida alguno voz pot 4s
capture do un ser humano. Fea
rounide por loonies diversa.s quo
lncluyon on riddEn de (16ft:re:,
aportados pot el gobiorno
Israel, on millOn do deleroa du
contvlbuyentes anOnimos canali-
zadoa a Veva:5 del Centro Siman
Wlesonthal de Los Am:plea, an
millan do dOlaros dol dlarlo con-
awvador The WasNnglon Times,
perteneclonto a to organizacien
dot roverendo Moon, 320,000 (1p.
larea aporiadoo pot ot goblorno do



Litz huonas d1g110164 do Menuelo, fornsdrr y par la Policia Fodoroil drgontlna, an oboaxinto 1.11/8,, p.br,i ;dor]

Alemania Federal,.50,000 alms
del caz.ador de nazis Simon Wie-
sonthal y 25.000 cidlares de lace-
zadora . de • nada Beate Klarefeld.

Con ,:excepclen :do Adolf, Elch-
mann,.capturado on Is Argentina
por  en 1l960,
ningtin criminal de guorra haaldo
buscado Con tanta persoverancla
y con tantaIntonsIdad, Dias atras,
lea goblemos do los Estados Uni-
dos, Ailomanta Federal a Israel
decIdlere aunar estuarzos para
Ilover at prOlugo a Is justIcia. El 15
de mayo tillmo, en Francf ort,
Usual goneral de la eluded, Hans-
Eberhard Klein, se retold con
equipids de Investlgadores nor.
teamericanos e israelies pars
coordlnar la °parader :1, y so des-
carts qua uno de los *loos dole
prOxima entrevIsta del canciliar
dome, Helmut Kohl, con el pre-
sidento paraguayo, Alfredo
Stroessnor, durants Is visits qua
Oslo realizara a Bonn, sore ol pa-
rader° de Mengel°.

Periii
1.3§11 .avssiatto

Nombre y apellIcio: Jose! Men-
gale.

Fecha de nadmionlo:. 10 de
marzo cte 1911, .

Lugar: GOnzbi.irg, Bavlera.
DoseripciOn ffslca: 1.74 do es-

tatura, ojos marrones, nariz
boos medIana, °rajas normalos.

GOnzburg as una pequena
dad sobra Is costa dot Danubio.
Uno de esos poblados tranquilos
donde la gente so retime or las
nochea en lea cervecortas ycanta
canclones hasta el amanecer, For
men de 300 Wiwi, nIngtin judfo
vivid an GOnzburg y a (mica fam17
lie resident se establec16 allf re-
den algurios shoe despues de fl-
nallzada Is Segundo Guerra.

Segtn Julius Dlesbech, tin
compeer° de °studios de Men-
gels entrevlstado per SIETE
DIAS, at late nazi, a qulon llama-
ban i !Fieppo'i, era tin muchacho
de gran .arnbiclen, con tine mares-
da necosIdad de sobresallr: to
gUstataa .vIdu social, los bat-.
lea .y.ZesOtaba . muy atractlyd a
las mUjOres. Slempro qulaci
destocarae, Ger tin gran clentlf
co. Croo'clue tut; su . paslOn por
Is notorlodad, esa (mares des-

humanizatio dot elentflico lo
quo cotacorbd au arnblcien has-
tool punto de no1mportarle ova
coos quo sue exporimentos",
dice Diesbach,

La familia Mongolia domlna hop
la Ada oconiernIce de Günzburg,
La firma Karl Mongele a Nos pro-
duce maquInarla apricots on tins
moderns plenta quo ocupa una
superflole equivalent° a dos man-
:Lanes, y este preddida'on la ac-
tuaildad por Dieter y Karl Heinz
Mengel°, Nies de Alois, el harms-
no del criminal do guerra. Dieter
Mengel° hablta one suntuosa re-
sidonda en los suburblos do ia
cludad, La familia jamas ha dado
una entrovista a la.pronsa.

Josef Mengele vivid en ese am-
bler/to cast bucCillco haste 1928,
cuando march6 a Frencfort pare
eotudlar modlcIna en la Universl-
dad Wolfgang Goothe y maa larch
complet6 su educaclOn con estu-
dos do filosofia-y antropologla en
la UniversIdad de Munich.

NI blen estalld la guerra fue ails-
tado coma madlco mIlltar, En
1940 so encontraba trabajando
como medico sanItarlo de las SS,
el cuorpo de elite hitlortsta, on tin
hospital mIlitar ublcado (tetras de
las Ilneas francesas. Cuando los
alomanos InIclaron Is Invasi gn ala
UniOn SovletIca, Mengele fuo
deapachado como mOcilco at Iran-
te ruso: la fecha de este destlno
fue 22 de junio . de 1941.

Eh febroro do 1942 sobrovIno at
desastre de Stalingrad° y el pro-

: feslonal hue envlado do regreso a
Alemanla con los sobrevivIentes,
En una carte dIrlpida ale División

de Personal de Ejaralto, se docla-
ra enteral° p debilltado a invoca
su leallad hacla el regimen nazi
pare lograr su trasiado del frente,
Eire mlsmo ano es envisdo come
°tidal aanitarlo al cameo de con.
contracidn do Auschwitz.

El 20 do snore de 1942, on
Wannses, tin suborblo do Berlin,
tuvo lugar una conforencla de la
quo participaron unos qulnca le-
rarcas nazis vInculadoa a!acues-
tIOn Judie, entre ells, Adolf Elch-
rminn, HolnrIch Mueller y Rein-
hard Heydrich. on at trenscurso
de ass rounlen, se adoptd la deck
&On de dor "tine uolueldn
at problems judlo. Lt "solucidn"
implicaba el eLiorminlo de unos
ii miilones de IudlOo europem
Desde su 030V0 destine, Josef
Mongols so convertirfa on una
plaza particularmente sinlostra de
Is rnaquinaria de muorte.

"Mongole era tin hombre
etractIvo, etagere, do unos 30
anoo, con tine cure adoleacen-
to.1-lablabo el alernan culturoe°
de los Intelactuales", reguarda
Ella .LIngens, una sobrovivionte
de Auschwitz. "Dia per modlo so
poraba erguldo, uobre la ramp
do la ostaclOn do trees, a ye-
cos oirbando une Opera, super-
vlaando al arribo de loa prIalc-
nores y movlendo au putpar's la
derecha o a Is Izqulerds dee-
puts de examiner carte gas°.
Loa prIaloneroa salocalonedoa
para tins columns, rnorchaban
a los campos do trabelo, los do
Is otre, a lea camerae de gas.'

A fines de 1944, guando Is do-
trots de Alornania pan% inevita-

Mengole escao6 C10 Our'.',
Witz con papules ialsos y en c;)c:' •

pante de su /manta	 un
mujerludio is Is clue OrMis
do las Oarnards de ga!i.
dem so pi q cdo hoota 1947.

Un • documonio ruciemememo
deocubierto augIcee qua Lina
dad do intoligencla nocl q amnei y o-
nil capturO a Mangelo put
ye period° on 1947. Lo clue til
partamonlo de J0811018 0818 in
tondo do ostablecor con la ayuMi
de on paquelo de ClOCUM00108
tenidos de diver:p ls. 1 300103. ea o
los lunclonarlos norleaniarinc-i nos
perrnilloron doliboradarnoom
toga del cdminal de guerre.
do as prucibec; pro y ienq do la
CrUZ Roja Internacional, quo 008
tle on Victor ol paisapurla
Mengele ulilizO pare radIcarse
lp . Angenttnq, belo ub nombrc 133
Walmut Grogor.
- Entre 1948 y1949, Soso( Mom
polo regres6 a so ciudad
pare ante to promlnoncie quo so
nombre alcanz6 en las audlenclas
del Tribunal Million de NCirombe
dealt.* escaper a la Argeniina, ri
gunas Nantes consultados en
GO112:Oung pot SIETE. DIAS suglo-
ran quo rogvosO 8 SU C11.1d8,8 1311'
1959, pars eals1ir al funeral cfrl as

padre.
Varies cm:adores de no,z1s.

peclalmenle Tovia Friedman, di- j
rector del Institut° pars la poq u - I
montaclOn-de Crlmones do Cue-
rra Nazis, do Haifa, Israel y Simon
Wesel :anal, utimlun quo exlsaa (y
aiin a:dale) un vfnculo permano,-,.
le entre Is empresa do too IVIerlpe-
le en-GtnzbuTo y las qutlyidadas



Si Omar o y lao do 102 cfnco qua sorde publIceriae en (odd at mundo.

:ktfi

La actual realdahcla del ayt6cnco nazi on 'Auuncldn. Vivo
contortablomento Wale rogularmento a Bruall.

El barrio donde aloe &tailgate, on Alaunclen, La override H(ndorburg, one do
lee (antes cart nombra atematt. One! pals so retuglaron otros naafi.

Al Dr. Josef Meng&
f	 u.n	 s cen tt rt, lo Flu aniclisd

de'Josef Mengel° en America del
Sur. Segert Friedman, Mengele
compre unaempresa en la Argen-
tina )untarnente con un soclo, a
partir de una Inverslen InIcIal de
un m1116n de delares. La firma' fire
InscrIpta con el nombre de Pedro-
farm K.G.S.A.

En 1954, Mengele so. divorci6
.e.0 prImera. mujer, Irene

Schoembeim, con la qua tuvo un
hl)o,.hoy abogado.con eetudlii en
la' :eluded do Freiburg.. Cuatro
Mos mas tarde, en-1958, se case,'
en Uruguay con la vlude de .su.
hermano Alols, Martha: Weill.

El 27 de noviembre de 1959;,
con el testimonlcr de los seores
Werner Jung y Alejandro von
Eckstein, el gobierno paragueyo
le exterid16 urea carte de naturall-
zaciOn con el nombre de Jose
Mengele. Jung era el jefe del Per-
tide Nazi en Paraguay y Von
Eckstein, un ruse blanco, de ori-
gen noble, considerado amigo
personal del. presIdente
Stroessner,

Seg\ n todoe los Indicloe, Men-
gele vile an la Argentina durante
1960. sser Hefei, el Iota del Fieo-
sad, elServIclo Secrete Israeli, el
hombre qua organize la capture
do Elchmann, relate quo en base
a las conteslones de Eichmann
durente su secuestro en Buenos
Aires, sus hombres dieron con el
paradero de Mengele eriuna pen-
slOn de Vicente Lepez, la Pen-
aldn Jurinahn, pero Ilegaron tar-
de: la habfa dejado algunos dies
antes.

A fines de ese atm, un ex direc-
tor de la emprosa Mangele de
Genzburg, Hans Sedimeier, fue
Oespachado at Paraguay pare ha-
car contact() con el fugitivo,, Re-
gres6 portend° una_deciaracien
on la .cual Mengel() ailrmaba .quo
"nunca 40 matado ni dead°
ffelcamonte a nadle" n1 lames
partlelpd onto selecOlOn de .nln-
gen judfo e las cameras do
gee":

Tra3 la capture de Elchmann,
Mengel° emprendile una large Ira-
vesia con su esposa you hiiastro,
Karl Heinz. Sus restros se delec-
taroMen Brasil, Sulza, Egipto y en
un monasterlo de la isle griega de
Kythnos, donde la pollee se per-
dI6 de .arrestarlo por una cuestlen
de -horas. Presuntamente agota-
dos per las tenslones be la fuga,

'Cu esposa you hijastre lo abancio-
naron en Europa. Martha Merle
Weill. se establec16- en Marano,
Italia, donde se encuentre la su-
cursel de la firma Karl Mengelo e
hijos. Karl Heinz, per cu parte, re-
greed a Genzburg pare hacerse
cargo ,de be direcclen de le em-
presa.

Desde 1965 on adelanto, rurno-
res do su presencia alleraron pa-
riedicamente lode la regiOn Gude-
mericana,

Josef Mengel° hone hey 74
anos y sufre de hIpertenslOn. En
termlnos lurldicos es on apatrida,
despues quo el goblerno pare-
guayo cancelara su cludadanfe
on 1979. eContribuiran la campa-
ha Internacional y la lugosa re-
compense a su capture? Algunos,
come Simon Wiesenthal, piensan
quo la promesa cie tante dinero
puede empuiar a sus propios

guardlas a venderlo. Otros, come
el ex lel° del Mosad Israeli, isser
Harel, plensan quo Is publicIdad
es negativa y quo la Unica lorma'
de atraparlo es "a travée de uric
opereclen realized, por prorrr-
sionales".

Los "prolosionales" porecen
cornpartir este Ultimo punto de
vlsta, Dal Dye, director ejecutivo
de la ievista Soldier ol Fortune,
one publicaciOn diriglde a merce-
narlos, cornered la somatic pass-
cla a la revista Newsweerk: "lo
tinlco qua tanto ruldo ve a lo-
wer ea quo el tipo deeepereace,
at es quo (rota vlvo. Do modo
quo loa verdadoros profeslore-
iOS GO mueren do rlsa con le
hIstorle".

Marlo Delmont
Corresponual on Nuova Yorli

engele arci ii0c-
les loss
,Pas norloconi.
les CaMpOS

lorminio nods. Tonic el grrdo.
tictuptuturmtr Oh y or (capita.,
Pelenecia al Oontingento de .-
diCos de eilito quo decidla Id so
le de los pridlencros a la lied.--
do fos Inanas. Alounos, incr.
(=onto a las c6maras dcc.
otros °rad retanidos uara rryfu
mento9 quo Vlegaban a so'
drtieldad irilotita Clatored
despudo de so
n1p1	 FrIbu:°e.	 0,
nano° Mello,. do .5
def.:lore due Mengulu
hani8dad corn° cirupno it
do depr8 y adion y do locum
colt:. Cu Onto liLt 0 on cludo
mento avroja I luego iter,
°acid°. sole 108 010500 Si,
one sariora Si)seman
meld odor gemolos guanur,
heed( on la autop,la alguoidd •
tudios rnuy pOculiaros,
traQ3 , a los sews hurnanos cur
anirocans.	 sacci8cor orl

mentos do lanoruteno
Despuds de la guorra, Mony,

vivid .en Is ponsian do `317 MY!.
haSia Quo to rostro
nurnorosos tostimonies sob's
nazis roas buscados. Encuob
huy6, pasando pot Austria.
Espana y docoues IttArden:,
odonde habrialle,3ade On 195,
dondo produrniblomanle
con el apoyo 'Cello del gobied
do entonges (segunda presidu
da born:nista). Pro of nrirner

curnento registrado es del 2-2

octubro do 1956, coanclo oho,

on Is Argentina IS 0430ela de
tided NI* 2,940484.

Devi° so llogada a la taciaaia
comenzO a utilizar divi-irSO`j
boas (Gregor Schklaoifo. oiddc
Gragor-Gre900 y olrocs)
del suyo, locgo rocopiladda too
dossier/do Interpol on Pcris
epellldo reel fur). !Tt3(llkiftl<1:3
Alklemanio, donde siguo excuierv
la fabric:a de troctoros WING!
ctuo 0 su vozporbne oroocociona
lo 4 alguna soguridad °Gonna:U.

82 SIETE-DIAS



oh. •.	 is 0.00	 e.•
oIl ,	 • op

e

Es eiAlltimo de los crirninalc;s de
guerra prOfugos. Vivi() en .la.

Argentina, donde ejercia la rnedicina
practic.antlo abortos. Fue detenido a-

eausa de la muerte de una paciente y a
las dos horas qued6 en libertad.

ya qua par medlos deseonocidos
to hacon (leg& dlnero.

Mengel° comenz6 a sjercer co-
mo medico en Buenos Aires, Ins-
talandose ' en la 'cane Sarmlente
1878-do 011vos. Luego se mud6 a
una residencla ms elegant° en
VIrrey Vartlz 970, de VIcente.L6-
pez. En esa segunda etapa 1enla
ya une reputaclOn'como especla-
listaeri abortos. Pero en 1958 tu-'
vo un porcance, cuando .murld..
unajoven a toque liable Intervenl-
do. Aunque Mengele fue dotenl-'
do, qued6 libre dos horas des--
peas. Un amlgo se habla presen-
tado ante el comisario con urn pa-
quote presumiblemente ileno de
dinero, con lo cual Mongols esca-
pe. De)6 Buenos Aires, abando-
nando a su muter Martha y a un..
hSo vardn. En1ondes viaj6 at Para-:
guay con pasgporte aleman y con,
su verdadero nombre. Entre en',
ass pafs el 2 de octubre do 1958,
con una visa vallda pot novente
dlas. Un dla antes de quo vendo-
rs, el 1° de enero de 1989, desa-
parecie de Asunclem y 'logo a Ba-
riloche, quo aorta uno de sus refu-
gios favorites. V1v16 allIcuatro me-
sas, y so to vlo paseando por las
monta?las con pan.talones de cue-
ro,1Iradores bordados y sombrero
tholes. Su excursiOn favorita era
at cello Catedral.

Err octubre 1959 Mengel° Vol-
vie at Paraguay con visa de inmi-
grant°, Obtuvo la nacionalldad
paraguaya en una dIscreta core-
monla a la qua asIstieron at doctor
Cesar Augusto Sanabria y otras
dos personas -quo flguran como
Alexander von'Ecksteln y Werner
Jung. Errol ado reclbI6 una cedu-
la de Identldad, N° 293.348, y un
perm's°. de trabajo.

Esta naclonalliaciOn era legal,
do at sonildo do quo Mongols no
estaba atin requerido per Is justl-
cia de nlngOn pals. El mandato de
arrest°, cursado per et gobierno
stamen, no habla sido trasmItido
a la Argentina nt at Paraguay n1 a
ninguno de los otros paises. El 13
de noviembre de 19601a Embaja-
da Alornana en AsunciOn solicit!)

at rolnistarlo paraguayo respectl-
vo Is autorizaclen pars consultar
el expedient° , Mengete, tramile
prevlo y nocesario para an pedido
de extradiclOn.

La Interpol fus mas rapIda para
solicitar los antocedentes, Ante la
amenaza de son expulsado, Men-
gala desaparec16 de Asund6n,
volv16 a Bariloche y se al* on un
hotel regenteado por an aleman
amigo suyo, on las cercanias de
San Carlos. Pero no sabla quo
estaba saltando de la sarten
luego. En esos dfas llegaba a
Buenos Alros el IncOgnito coman-
do Israeli qua capturarla a Adolf
Elchmann, y un grupo de jOvones
quo vonla decIdIdo a mater a
Mengel°. Pero mlentras el primer
grupo tarifa dabs y planes, el se-

gundo trabajaba a ciegas. Lo ha-
blan vigllado an Paraguay, porn
on lnlogrante del grupo aparocid
estrangulado.

Sabiendose buscado, Mongol°
pasO a la case do su amlgo el
doctor Alexander Lenard en San-
ta Catalina (Brasil), pero pocos
mesas dospeas volv16 a Barilo-
che. A111 alquile urn cuarto in vointe
UPI-nee: as de la cluclad y a novo-
cientoa metros do elitists. Enton-
ces so Ilamaba Franz Fischer. El
(cigar le lue especialmonte agra-
dable cuando alit liege una her-
moss rubla alemana Hamada No-
ne Aldo1 (naclda en Franctort,
1911). No habia Ilegado par ca-
sualidad, elno Inducfda par otros
nazis do Bariloche. Ambos se hi-
boron Insoparablea.

Nada pormIlfa slOsconiS3r.
Nome, pomp Mongolo no rIt.dabn do•
lath) librado al azar. tin dla	 Oto.
ambos salieron a Onsaa c par la
ntontana, urn guardapsprildat;
vise orcuarto do Nora para cpWr.
mar sl ora of ocuvarnoroo (Oao
ducts sor, Era y cora guar-clads
paidas parlieron on , busca Ci0

paroja. Mas tardo, lo s hornbres
volvteren yIs Inu)af na. En on grdtt
carca de la rule, uno do odor; or
plic..6 on mat espaAol y con comas.
deseaporados, quo In so g ora ha•
bra dada urn trospi0 y catdo or
procIplcio. Lii tragticatt tonfa
oxplIcac.len. Er, urn doble tondo
one malele do Nora hainia arstre
cido urn pasaporlo is) aan
1‘,8 106.697, a nornbro do Na t ; •
Eddad, nacIda otoctivarnorao
Franctort puma dorniciliada a)-) II

Aviv. En el episoctio, Mondelo so
babel librado do an sequro asox,
nato.

Nadia pordie lo 0013 On 13 nso
secucien de Ea:Li/nand, pond con •
Ira porsonon munoron deans oa
Mongole.

La acciOn do iti adtahra nor no
contrar in Mongsoo1uu 1J11): 1n07.0a
do loable asiduidact y dopforable
Inoticacia. Los olornanes desprrs
ciaron Ia piste paraquaya y lo 11113-

caron en la Argentina. El Onto
juez argentin° qua so mostre in:•
proslonado par ol asunto 11.3.9

doctor Jorge Luque, quail: decidiS
encontrar a Menge's 9 onviarlo
Alomanta. Sus invostigncionos s
orientaron entre otras cocas a las
cases que - habfa ocupado.

En la de Sarmlento 1875, Oil•
vos, Is policia enconbe a la viudn
Bertha Pantz, quien dijo no halo :
old° Jdablar nunca do Mongols..
En Vicente Lepoz oncontraron
urn ndo1ritnonio alemen, quo ahn
mdque Mongol° jamas /labia oloh
do on era case. El cornisaric Din-
grovillo, par propia iniciallva, Mis-
r:6 despues on la cello Monastorio
1969, , donde Heinrich puns:len
(aleman, 40 ahos atirm6 quo
Mongol(' no habra y lvido an esto
Mpar. Pero acJrnille conocedo
envie eAla (7011C13 a 13 caso do la

91616 0109 117



st on 11 kzerathad g "RAI itostkia viempue Noon"

Waseonthal con SIETE DIAS, "Ix Quoromos visa".

semen Wiaserithal didge al Contro de Documontsoldr,
Judie do Viesta, una argarencian do Wen pailloo quo tun.
clone on el primer piaci re jo oditicio do oficlnas, on .ta cello
Satztor, en in capital sus-Waco. Fue croodo en 1049 y
mantene con contrIbuclonas provenientos todo el
Wioserithal, rosporetable de la copturexto varloc miles do
crIminalas do guetra, eons en la actualidad 79 arms,

3-4En qua Wed° ne ancuentrart tea invontigecionos
notorei el parader° do JosieS Mongol*?

-Como resulted° do nil accien, ad goblemo paragUayo
canoed on 1879 to cludadenio ste Monola. El gobierno de
asuncien tamblen fibre una orden do dotencian contra Al, ,itt
mode qua at presidents Stresoaner asogura quo on ostOs
momonlos Josef Mongols r,0 05 et-mut:intro en au torritorio. El
paws stguiento tue establecer uno recomponsa nor la Inlur.

• rneiciOn quo conduzca a Is capture. (data ha sido fISI porqua,
.rio as puedo otrooar Lino recompense a In polloio.
• -4,No tern. qua Na re	 sirens puede nor un arma de

ciable filo? 4,Ctua (revs a Mongol(' a dosaparocor una
mate o qua provoque qua un Intermante potonoint puoda
luogo oar oblato do atentodde?

-Na, porquo a rooampansa vole lgualmorye pare intornea-
clan ananfina, Cualquiare puoda dru to intormac,On a Irev6s
do Lin abcgado o do on oncrlbano pObeco. En owner., a qua
Mongol° vualva a ascapar, siampre he °stark) escapando.

diforancia as quota prornesh de dinar° puado ilavor c qua
sun preplan guardias decidan welded°.

-altono &wan indlclo de arida as oncuontra?
venldo acumulondo Inform/3°16n desda hose vu-

dos allos, En mayo de 1878, par ejomplo, Se sabo qua cirould
per varlos pulses, incluyendo el Paraguay, Chile ye Ansi-W.
na . Athos do 15112 to local -Lamas en una colonla mononit a,
on is fmnlora entre Bolivia y el Paraguay.

-6Clue astes dna (or InVaralanoa do Vlongofo en In Al•
gentlrin?

-Olen, Is lanillis Mengelo as mop rico, Cure° Listed Sagu,5-
mania sobra, non duedico do una Infoonanto ornprosa
magulnatlas agrlcolae on GOnzburg y 10 Idol pars Arnanca
del Our on encuantro on Cuenca Afro. Ea a t r avaa dli Ofia
cenal qua Monoolo roclbo dinars,

-e050 oatod algOn contuctu con inlonthro.0 do la le-
t/Ala ?Angola?
- f -Conocl a Karl Heinz, quo on al 050211 o do .10011 Mongulp.
Esludld on Vlens, as uns oxcp lenfo persona, no tango nada
contra el.

-LOulan derionde los Inlormes dx Mongelo an Ado-
mania?

olG•na0-er, (lip)-none on abugado on Erancloi, POLL	 I

forme, parts del squid° quo defondlO a Adolf Eichmenn. Eli
sabo porfectamonlo dOndo on oneuorara Mangplo.

-4E.Xluto algOn contact() entre Mangold y lorn mlorn-
broa do au familia on Cll./m:1)1..1w?

-Hoc° algunOs anon no rriarl26 son f sands un /otia
lamiiio en Elormuda,

-LC:amble. Mangolo iso eepoodo	 uoa 6 sa laze c:14 . 1j-

gin pldatica?
-No, de ninguno manure.
--sSigue vIvIondo bolo err mlemo noffnbro?
-Surds utilizer suave nornbras dIforeniss. So favorite us

"Doctor Gregory"; WO sato afiao ajar cltjf Gamy medico an
Buenos Afros.

-40bt000 Mongols nIguns, cludeflonla clouds quo In
paraguaya la hue cancolads?

en Is actualldod es Uri apatrida, owe oao no lo fro pfdo
moverso, naturalrnonte. Hay lanlas ecouniaa alornanue on
Erni:A, el Paraguay, Chili y Is Argonljno, qua trualadarsa,
pars 6I, no ronresonla ningune dIficullod. Om de ,:i1J.9 lugeroe
lavorllos as Eadlochal All( 1001 11{1M0r050,:l arnorlos.
mos oportunldad do l'piblar con voriao di S11$ amsnlaa gels-
nea , par SUPU0 .9tO, In sbandonaron	 110(1 raJohatun
quien so Iralaba.

-Mango/rd none on In actualldaa	 solos, 4C:obi Os V1:1

Wed° do uolud?
-lace llompo qua s •.0a baalanio onlpano.
-Senor Wiesen/1,U, 4u0e frs lo quo ft-Ma 	 probor con

ou trabo)0?
-NO SO 'rata do prof:far 0411M: 51; Pa( 0 do if d y orkr, 01111110101

an rnonsaje. Ou .,tj. ro Ncor sonar one advopopcia ij los crjr,,l.
naive do mahana. algunos do Ins cuolos tai vu) oaten naclen..
do boy interns. Ouloro quo sepan qui) of llocho de (lee
algulen logre lugar pot 30 o dl) uPpa y 13!,GlIontre or rel0910
cinc,c .milldlOrneiros dais cacaos del cranon, no signitica qua
no vaya a papal' an algOn moment() par nu crirnon. Er tfompo y
Ia dIslancla no si(Jnifican nada, Is jusl!cia siumpro !logo al
final.

Marla ()lament (Correapotuts1 en Nuevo boil()

Los candores de nazis ki) detectaron
en el Paraguay, donde, yes solo. :Dos
divorcios V Varie8 amorlos cutrninamn
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ere Is Dr. Men
1 One of the most bizarre manhunts of
he 20th century is reaching a climax in

the Parana River jungle on the border
of Paraguay and Brazil. It is there that
Dr. Josef Mengele, the so-called "angel
of death" of Auschwitz, the Nazi con-
centration camp, reportedly resides in
hiding. But there are strong indications
that time is finally running out for
Mengele, a fugitive for nearly 35 years.

A host of pressures for Mengele's ex-
tradition has been brought to bear dur-
ing the past year on the government of
Paraguayan President Alfredo Stroess-
ner, who has been giving refuge to Nazi
war criminals since he came to power in
1954. Last month, the Stroessner regime
announced that it would ask Its Su-
preme Court tor.anntitizen-

In a regime as authoritarian as

The writer teaches economics and
history at the John F. Kennedy School
in Surrey, England.

Stroessner's, such a request to the judi-
ciary is tantamount to a fait accompli.
Mengele has thus been declared per- •
sone non grata in his homeland of 20
years.

Stroessner's sudden change springs
from the new Paraguayan desire for
diplomatic respectability. One of the
most hopeful trends in recent Latin
American politics has been the efforts
of dictatorships in Chile, Argentina,

. Brazil—and now Paraguay—to present
themselves to the world as less repres-
sive societies. The international impo-
tence of authoritarian' Brazil, for in-
stance, contrasts sharply with the influ-
ence of relatively democratic nations
such as Venezuela and Mexico, and this
has not gone unnoticed by Latin Ameri-
can juntas.

Though the apparatus of ' fascism is
still intact in the Latin American dicta-
torships, there has been a drop in the
officially sanctioned kidnappings, tor-
ture and arrest of political opponents.
Latin American juntas now hope that
the United States and Western Europe
will be more easily persuaded to offer
the technological aid desperately
needed for economic development.

From a strictly economic point of
view, one of Paraguay's most desirable
potential trading partners would be
West Germany. (Stroessner, inciden-
tally, is the son of a German immi-
grant.) But a thorn in West German-
Paraguayan relations continues, to be
the German request for Mengele's ex-
tradition, officially "pending" since
1962, with Paraguayan officials pre-

. tending to know nothing of Mengeie's
whereabouts. The latter is a rather du-
bious claim, since the Nazi doctor ha,
been seeu in P araguay by SCOrcS OL

nesses and was tracked to a. remote
hideout on the Paraguayan-Brazilian
border last winter by a team of British
Broadcasting Corporation reporters.

As for Mengele himself, his fate is
likely to become a bit precarious now
that he has lost the patronage of his
chief protector. Still, one should not
underestimate the ability of Mengele's
network of friends to find yet another
Latin American dictator willing, to take
in the former Auschwitz doctor. Find-
ing Mengele a new haven will not be
made easier by the fact that the doc,
tor's.murderous career bears little re-
semblance to the fictionalized account
of Ira Levin's book, "The Boys From
Brazil." The novel was subsequently
transformed by Hollywood into a sci-
ence-fiction fantasy, in which Mengele
conceived ra plot to clone dozens of I
young Adolf Hitlers and unleash them
on an unsuspecting worlcL The trouble
with such dramatizations is that, by sus-
pending reality, they tend to distract
the public from the real facts about .
Mengele's grisly career.	 j

As one of the chief physicians at Au-
schwitz, Mengele became steadily more
drawn to a Faustian fate of complicity
in the murders of hundreds of thou-
sands. It was Mengele who separated
arriving inmates-by a flick of his finger
—right was the path for the healthier
men and women fit to work; left meant
the beginning of the inexorable march
to the gas chamber.

But Mengele gained even greater no-
toriety from his experiments on twins.
One of his favorite techniques was to
separate twins who arrived at the death
camp, feed them relatively well, then
perform various experiments on them.
When they had served his purposes,
Mengeie unceremoniously murdered
them'and dissected their corpses. It was
all done in the_ service of propagating
the so-called Aryan race, a project
much favored by Nazi theoreticians.

Today .Mengele remains both the
most sought-after and the most elusive
of Nazi war criminals. But whether he
will ever have to face legal tribunals in
Europe remains an open question. Cer-
tainly many in the Western world
would like to deal with the "angel of
death" in an extra-legal fashion. But
whatever Mengele's ultimate fate, at
least two hopeful signs can be detected
from his loss of Paraguayan citizenship.
The first Is that Paraguay's increasing
desire for diplomatic respectability
may lighten the load of oppression
borne heretofore by its citizens. The
second is that there will now be a new

discomfort in the serenity of Mengele's
Latin American retirement—the kind
of discomfort the doctor so richly de-

Serves.
,9,9,
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By Dave Cook—The w.stilartee Post

in 1970 turned up .a copy of the perti-
nent document, did Paraguayan au-
thorities tacitly concede that Mengele
had been a naturalized citizen since
1959.

But every inquiry, official or other-
wise, on • the fugitive's whereabouts
yields a flat official denial that he is
living in Paraguay.

A reporter from Argentina who vis-
ited Paraguay last month related: "I
went for an appointment with a gov-
ernment information official and be-
fore I could even open my mouth to
ask a question, he said, 'Mengele's not
in Paraguay and we don't know where
he his.' "

In June, Miguel Angel Bestard, a
Ministry of Interior official, told an-
other 'journalist, "I deny categorically
that Mengele is in Paraguay. It's abso-
lutely false and a slander against this
country."

American Ambassador Robert
White told the same visitor, "I don't
know whether Mengele is here or not,
but if I were hunted the way he is, I'd

firesilto
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THE WASHINGTON POST...

engele Hunt Focuses
By David F. Belnap .

.Los Mucks Tinier

F ‘ BUENOS AIRES —Josef Mengele,
- a notorious Nazi death camp doclor
and until novrinaturalized citizen of

- . Para a , still spends much of his
-time there,.according to sources in
:the Israeli community here.
7 "He travels, visiting Brazil and
other border countries and even Eu-

2-x :ope, so. he could be away from Para-
--_guay. during a given week or month,"
-said orie Israeli source. "But 'home' is

. :Paraguay and he returns there after
his travels."

•That view is shared by Simon Wies-
. .:enthal of Vienna, who has spent a...life-

• -time tracing Nazi fugitives document- - .	 g their whereabouts.
...Interviewed by telephone by Ultima
Hora, a newspaper in the Paraguayan

• capital of Asuncion, Wiesenthal said
: Mengele "lived and still lives in Para-

guay."
Public interest in Mengele was rea-

wakened not long ago when Wiesen-
thal disclosed that he had asked U.N.
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim to
try to persuade Paraguay to honor a

f	 longstanding request for Mengele's
extradition to West Germany to stand•*	 trial.

Paraguayan authorities replied
through' Waldheim • that Mengele,
known as the "angel of death" for his
genocidal activities at the Auschwitz
concentration camp in Poland during
World War II, no longer lived in that
country.

They said Mengele had not lived
there since 1960.

Tuesday, in an attempt to prove the
point, Paraguayan Attorney Genera/
Clotildo Jimenez asked the nation's
supreme court to annul Mengele's citi-
zenship papers on the grounds that he
had forfeited his, rights by being out-
side the country for more than two
years. On Wednesday, the court com-
plied and annulled his citizenship.

But Israeli sources here have shrug-
ged off Paraguay's assertion that Men-
gele no longer lives there as "the
usual answer."

"They've been saying that for years
—just like they used to say he'd never
become a citizen," one spokesman
said.
• Not until an enterprising researcher
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r gu
go where I had some protection such
as citizenship."

[Resolutions have been introduced
in the U.S. House and Senate calling
for an official request to Paraguay to
facilitate extradition of Mengele if he
is in Paraguay.]

Mengele clearly has been protected
in Paraguay. His pursuers believe that
one of the .reasons he has been pro-
tected is • that President Alfredo
Stroessiter, the country's strongman
ruler since 1954, is the son of an immi-
grant German cavalry officer.

The nature and geography of the
country also conspire to furnish pro-
tection. Its population of just 2 mil-
lion is scattered over a !and area al-
most as large as California. Even in
the capital of Asuncion, with 400,000
population, a stranger making inquir-
ies comes quickly to the attention of

'the neighbors—and the authorities.
The eastern third of the country be-

tween the Paraguay and Parana rivers
is an area of green, rolling hills and
some of the world's most fertile land
for subtropical farming. It is the

• home of a majority of the 30,000 Ger-
man nationals who live in Paraguay.

Mengele has been reported "posi-
tively sighted" in a village named Ho-

- henau in the southeastern extreme of
S' that region, and in the Coffee-growing

center of Pedro Juan Caballero, near
its most northeasterly point.

Israeli sources here concede they do
not know the exact location of his
present refuge, but they believe it is
somewhere between Hohenau and Pe-
dro Juan Caballero, probably along
the Parana River that forms parts of
Paraguay's boundary with Brazil and
Argentina and affords quick access.
into either of those countries.

Unlike many Nazi fugitives, Men-
'' gele made little effort to hide his

'identity during the early- Years after
tC'-the war.
. He lived openly in Bavaria until the
Fearly 1950s when he traveled to Ar-

gentina where the late Gen. Juan D.
1;■Peron had offered asylum to a host of
V1 Nazis on the run.

Mengele continued to live under his
own name here until the mid-1960s,

• representing Karl Mengele & Sons, a
Bavarian farm machinery firm man-

; aged by his brother. But he took the

--
precaution of acquiring Paraguayan
citizenship after a West German court
issued a warrant for his arrest in July
1959.

Acting on the warrant, West Ger-
many asked Argentina for his extradi-
tion, but the petition was returned
without action in August 1959 on the
technical ground that it should have
been drafted in Spanish rather than
German.

Official records in Paraguay _show
that "Jose Mengele" received an. iden-
tity document from that country's au-
thorities in October 1959. A month
later, he received Paraguayan citizen-
ship by order of the Supreme Court.

He continued to live in Argentina,
however, until the spectacular 1960
abduction here of Adolf Eichmann by
Israeli secret agents, who spirited
Eichmann to Israel for trial and later
execution for his key role in the Holo-
caust.

•Israeli secret service chief Isser
Hare!, who personally directed the
pursuit and capture of Eichmann in
Argentina, wanted to seize .Mengcle,
too, but was unable to divert the time
and resources away from his principal
mission.

In "The House on Garibaldi Street,"
his book on the Eichmann operation,
Harel describes the home in Vicente
Lopez, a middle-class suburb of Bue-
nos Aires, where Mengele lived until
just before the Elchmann capture.

"Of all the evil figures who played
principal parts in the macabre drama
of the attempt to wipe out the Jew-
ish people," Hard). wrote of Mengele,
"he was conspicuous for his abomina-
ble enjoyment of his role as death's
messenger."	 *

After news of the Eichrnann capture
was made public, Argentina's press
clamored for Mengele's arrest, and in
July 1960, authorities ordered police
to pick him up. But it was already far
too late. Israeli agents traced him to a
hotel in Asuncion and from there to
Hohenau.

Mengele, 49 when he fled Argen-
tina, is 68 today. In the years between,
he is assumed to have changed his ap-
pearance, which once included blond

,hair and moustache. He is known to
have used 11 false names in that time,
with false documents to match.



accused of involvement in killings
and illegal surgical operations in Ger-
many in 1939 and 1990, left Argentina
in custody . of German authorities in
1966 after the Supreme Court here
granted his extradition.
. Franz Stangl, commander of the •
Treblinka death camp in Poland, was
extradited in 1967 from Brazil where
he had lived and worked for 17 years.
Convicted of murder, he later died in
prison.

Extradition proceedings are still
under way in Brazil against Gustav
France Wagner, 68, accused of send-
ing hundreds of thousands of Jews to
their deaths while serving as deputy
commander of the Sobibor concentra-
tion camp in Poland, Wagner was ar-

' rested last year in Sao Paulo, Brazil,
• and is held at present in Brasilia, the

nation's capital.
.•	 •,	 ,	 •

Doctor to Popes Dies
ROME—Retired Papal physician

. Mario Fontana died Monday night,
'one year to the day after signing the

death certificate of Pope Paul VI, his
family said Tuesday.

Fontana, 75, served three Popes—.
John XXIII, Paul VI, and his succes-
sor John Paul 1—who died only six
weeks after Paul VI.
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Forest Fire Hits C

Area in Spain,
GERONA, Spain (R—A wind, : Because Lis

whipped forest fire swept through a .. miles betw
camping site near Spain's northeast .. - lain that ti
ern coast Tuesday, killing at least 22 , ident of ti'
persons, including four children wad- , Juan Vidal.
ing in a canal, police reported. • The offic

They feared the death toll would • more than,
climb as forest rangers, firemen and	 The
civil guards searched the charred 	 p.m., Gerd
camping area near the resort town of ..-. the camps'
Lloret de Mar, on Spain's famous Cos-	 • Search
ta Brava, 40 miles northeast of Barce- • -bodies ,..e7
lona.	 IlCar

Police said the bodies of 12 men, six 	 children
women and four children were found . where th,
after the flames jumped the Blanes- 	 playing in
Lloret de Mar highway and encircled -,
the campground, trapping the vie- .
time.	

'	 inHero
All were believed to be Spani-..

.

ards, but the Costa Brava also draws 	 C,Ports
tens of thousands of foreign toursits	 NICE,
each year 	 heroin r:(

Officials said arson was suspected. French E
"It appears the fire started in...lhree 	 Cannes
separate places and at the same time. cones age'

SAVE UP TO
0/0

ON

BROM JORDAN

SUMMER C LOR''
SPECTACULAR

r .•
'2520 SANTA MONICA BLVD,	 BANKAMERI

9 o.rtt. to 6 p.m, - Mon. thrtr Sot., Fri, HI	 Opcn Sundoy 10 r•

NC N'

%Iv • . • ',a ,A•..
•

MAUNA KEA
KAILUA
TAMAMI
ISLANDER
ORIENT

BINA
JORDAN

...	 .
ivi.,.....	 .ar.aguay.	 ..":"4.›..,4,-'''"' .•	 •	 •	 •	 ,'''	 .

lialiel,•••.;whopersoiially, directed • the ''.-•,
,:pursuit..and,capture of Eichmann in '

0Argentina, 'wanted to seize Meng,ele
ritoo • but was unable to sylivert the titne

and resOurces away.. from his principal '.
,,salon:.)..:`.'.'"'l_., ...•:-:. v., ' '	 •

1

V,I

,-.•

,n• :1!The House on . Garibaldi Street"'
'hit'bbok

descr
.on

 Ibes-the
 the Dich 

home
inann 

in
 operation,

Harel 

,44L01.10z;' a .- middle-class Suburb of Sue-
-4ios-,lAirea,:rkhere Mengele lived until.
‘4 ust before :the Eichmann 'capture: • .

.,.-.'01: a11lthe evil figures who played
cipal ,parts in the macabre drama

.of:the.attempt to wipe out the Jewish ..
•people,',Ularel.,wrote of Mengele,,"he
waa l':co.rispicuousl. for'hia abominable

njoyrnehtlilif .,his7ale-as death's mes:

	

iengerlf=i,4,,l'....,Y.,•:.(.•.,, 	 .,,..	 • •	 .!-
','After :news of the Eichmann cap-
11,tre'A.wasl made ' public, Argentina's

±.--i . .,: , 	.Pres,s fclanlored for Mengele's arrest,
el,-.l.P,A!V 'p'?"' '"	 'and authorities in July, 1960, ordered
.-::'''-'f".', •,'',.• police.,,,to:pick him up. But it was al-,

zi fugitlyea,-Men'..,. .reddyilfar ,..'• too ' late. 'Israeli agents
' ff°r‘... ..4.11jcIP.'' hi ' L'traced himi to a hotel in Asuncion and

from there to Hohenau....
r„,lMengele,..49 when he fled Argenti•

Mals . f)8:'today, In the years between, •
ye,'is assumed to have changed his

	

..appearance-o' which 'Tonce included 	
-blond ;.: hair and moustache. He is
.knOw.li'to.j.iave used 11 false names in
tlaatf time, with .false . 'idocuments to
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Over the years, he has been report-
' Y'-'• ''' '. 'ed'Seen .a number of timesin southern

warrant:,-,Germanyi 'Brazil,' home of 80,000 German na•
,c9flhiSI:extraditlon iml' itionals and More than 2 million per-
is returnetwithoutAs oos of German ,descent. Wiesenthal
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