
Subjects Monitoring of Press and Propaganda Broadcasts of foreign Powers

References (a) Ca.°. Directive No. 2 dated 5 Merah VW.
(b) Report of Ad Boo Cammittes to Survey Foreign Broadcasting

Intelligence Service dated 18 Mardi 39116.

fables:
-

L' During the mar, the Federal Communications 	 (F00)

conducted • foreign broadcast intelligenoe service (MS) which monitored

press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign powers. The FCC vas in process

of liquidating this agency when its functions Isere taken over by the War

Department on an interim basis on 30 December 3945.
:414i

b. The product of the ISIS vas valuable to State Departaent,

to the intelligence agencies of the War and Navy Departments, to the

Federal Bureau of Investigation, and undoubtedly to other Departments and

agencies.

c. The War Department has requested that a permanent disposition

ISMS, :and V:10060111 :braids:wattle foreign'

posers be determined since the interim arrangements sill cease at the end

of the Fiscal Tear 1946.

2. Discussions

a, The function of monitoring press and propaganda broadcasts

of foreign posers is an overt means of obtaining intelligence information

of use to the intelligence agencies of State, War end Wavy Departments.'

b. (1) The function of monitoring press and propaganda broad,-

oasts of foreign posers ses originally undertaken by ran under the FCC

early in litisis as a result of reoommendations made by the Defense Com-

munioations Board.
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(2) Tie Ma Ise orpnised taneeicvally into En °friss of the

Director Mich Vie general supervision to the mreiteel a Monitoring Divlob

don responsible tor making ep the monitoring sohedele for all MB

lit.11/4"11 fit of 	 • frre 	rat*Tfil RIMV,106.1,20,1M
• PublicatiCees Divisionsoesperielblefor Proiparg Isc4	 illpeite en

inoosing broadcasts for rapid :distribution to goverment agencies reqesetft

ing them and for maintaining a antral background file; an Adednistretive

Salim; Division responsible for edasoimling, oollating i seed (Wirt-

betinit the Proeeseed reports and a field organisation responsible for

operating fleeld stations located at strategic points for interaction of

foreign broadcasts not maitored in tam Washington area. In addition,

the field organisation contained offices located at London md Claire *ids

have access to similar material 'monitored try 1010 and WM respectively.

(3) The War Department vas inflamed in Deeember 1945 that

the 103: vaiviii-prpoosia.C.UsoWstetuttbsfax‘ I.,_,Thiviyar . pop/Am*

thereupon expanded its nonitcring program to met the need arising Ma

this liquidation. The leer Department employed tomer no personnel.
effective 30 Deeeaber 1914 atel all 1218 facilities, including those held

by lease or contract, sere soquind by the Ifs? Dopartiont on lean or by

transfer. The War Department arranged, for the renegotiation of outfaces&

log leases and contracts. It acquired by lean fixed facilities eat

equipment caned by TX necessary to oratinuost 10I5 operations.

C. The function of isonitoring foreign press and propaganda

broadcasts should be continued ethos it is of value to the intelligence

agencies of Ear, Rates and Wavy* The necessary budget arrengments

maintain this function &mid be Node for the Fiscal Taw 191iT• The

our Department is the only apney now prepared to undertake this badipst
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problam and it has included the neosseary funds in its budget requirements.

d. it appears that the present orpnisation wowing on the

former functions of the PSIS mder ner Department direction should be

• liquidated for the fallowing roams:

.	 flanotton,otirld bo.00pthioott as an intelligens •

information—	collecting newly only. At prasentiite reports are circulated

f'reely to any orpurisations or persons requesting amp including ibreign

agencies. Ito product should be restricted to authorised intelligens*

agencies if proper intallipme direction is to be given to its activities.

(2) The personnel vorldag in the organisation should be

seroorod for Secority prior to being eximpted in the new orgacilatima

undortaidng this function. This is essential since disclosure of the

direction given to the activitiesct the organisation iifl necessarily

provide intelligence intonation to any foreign country.

e. Central direction of the activities of the organisation is

1ifIL ...,reCulalakI.4490,160 : :prodnet .0f this .orgesisation ,is at goo to State. 1w.

and navy in varying degrees, central direction is necessary to insure that

the specifio needs of the different Departments are considered. This

direction could be gime by a oremmittee *unposed of a chair and

coordinator front the Central Intelligence Qroup end aseimers from A•21,
.s-

0-2, Mk and OM.

f. kw ono of the three Departments oesonmed could operate

this avow. Cortez preliminary steps iou34 be required before State

or navy wed undertake its operating. including*

(1) Provision for the necessary administration and supp1i.

(2) Transfer of the budget from War Department to the

operating Department*

(3) Arrongsoont for the os00000ry oominflootion fooilittoo
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2. ko Operation of this agency agleam therefore to ewe *dm

the provisions of submparagniph 3c of the President s, Directive of

JoisolpF. 39146 iob otItS : ttots l'aubjoot to the "loth* lay sod to
..•	 t	 •

the direction arid ientrol' tofthe Ns

Director of Central Intelligent* shill * * * * 2. perform, for the

benefit of said Intelligence .Agencies, such services of common °mom

as the National Intelligence Anthoritgr detereines iambs more efficientir

acoomplimhed oentrally.* Continced operation of this flemstimby the

War Deperbeent after 21qaidatinakofthe existing organliation yis lostie■

'treble since it mould practically deny the liquidation and Anne it

would rewire nilitarisation of the neerorgoWUsationnith the attendant

&Wile Operationbythe State Department at this tine Ista0t considered

desirable* due to the tact that it vonld depeol on the Office of Bessardh

and •IntplliviuiccoLLIon*ng to be,organised aa e central intelligence
faculty, Operation by the Nov is not om.ntUii-nmt  desirable sins*

it appears to obtain less value frms the perforaanoe of this function

than either of the other two interested riepartnents. It is therefore

believed that this operation can be more efficimitly acoonpliShod

centrally under the M.O.



-CONFIDENTIAL-
between the field and Watednitene

(4) lorsscdni of perememel for ssausiter purposes*

State Department operon hinges on the wattages* of the

_atria* of Researds and lateMows. Ckatinnal operation by the War

-Diperbidat-Indid riniaire ilereening oflime‘primonselelso«, •

is Operation under C.!. 0. *antral would require that the same

steps be taken as outlined in L above adth partisolar emphasis on arrange..

11141e3to being made for the neeessary administration end supply*

3. It is demanded theta

A.	 funetion of monitoring foreign pens and propaganda

broadens's ihoulti be ematinwel under the 0440«

to• The present orpnisatiou fulfilling this fanation under

War Department direction should be liquidated and the War Department

*cold oontinme operationat control during the liquidation*

C, The Central Intelligenos Croup should take over direction

"	 ttift	 --r	 *sett to dome

by provision tor a emmittee with 0.I.0. ohairmanskdrr neffiberibiP by
4-4 0-2, Ong and OWI,

d• The Director of Central Intelligens should be responsible

for issuing the necessary directives to effect the liquidation.

e« The Direotor of Central Intelligence should be reeponsible

for deteraiedng which funds* personnel and faol.Uties are required by

the Ca•O, to sontinu• the functions and for arida.; the neoessary

administrative arrangenente for their trensfor* He should be responsible

also for determining *twat additional facilities are ram/aired to be

continued by the State. War and Navy Departments (web as coammonioation

facilities) and for making the ameasser erresavants. Is Militias. he
&add **Andra vim the C.I.O. is capable of taking over the function

-taNfittfiTr-



oimastinft. timo corPoisstion required to cam it NU

L. The Tar Department ehoslit take the aeceseary budeetaw

*sties to awry out this

h. PienossrOstimmes.:

It is recomemoded that:

a.. The ooeuluaions contained In paragreph 3 above be approved.

b. Soh	 or of the TatsUlgasoe Advisor? Board tieSiguate

a umber of a oossittee for thieb the 0.1.0, will furnish the chairman

mod "shoes function win be to Ave direetios to the function of sorttoriag

press and pripasicads broadeaste of threign Perverik

Q. Tha. draft dinoctive In seeloacre A laplemseting the

eaceluslaces be approved for submission to the I'LL.

4«.


