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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Newspaper Article by Edith 
Kermit Roosevelt 

1. This memorandum is for information only. 
2. In response to your request, the Office of Security 

indices were searched in the names of the following individuals 
and a check made of the records of Task Force W: 

CARDWELL, Don 
MASTRE, Oscar 
PORTUONDO, Rod 
RORKE, Alexander I. 

3. Office of Security lndices contain no record of Don 
CARDWELL, Oscar MASTRE, or Rod PORTUONDO. However, the 
following information was found concerning RORKE: 

a. EE-27955, a file on Alexander I. RORKE, was 
set up in July, 1960, pursuant to a request from OO/ 
Contacts Division in connection with RORKE's potential 
as a source of positive foreign intelligence. Subsequent 
name checks conducted at ONI, ACSI, and HCUA. were 
returned "No Record" on 2. November 1960. RORKE was 
approved for contact on 7 March 1961. However, it was 
noted that since he was a reporter, any classified infor- 
mation released to him during such contact would be care- 
fully identified as such. 

b. The FBI indicated that RORKE entered on duty 
with that Bureau on 4 February 1951 as a Clerk, Grade 
GS-2, $2.450 per annum. He submitted his voluntary 
resignation effective ll May 1951 to devote full time to 
his studies. ‘ 
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c. An FBI memorandum dated 18 January 1960 
iniicated that the Bureau interviewed RORKE regarding » 

recent developments in Cuba and among counter-revo1u- 
tionaries in the United States. RORKE, who resided at 
51 Chambers Street, New York City, was a free lance 
newsman and photographer who taped an interview during 
November, 1959, with Edward SILVERMAN, Director in 
Charge of News and Special Events, Radio Station, WABC, 
New York City. This apparently was a follow up interview 
since RORKE had previously worked with WABC shortly 
after his release by Cuban authorities in August, 1959. 

d. RORKE indicated he had received many threatening 
telephone calls at his home after his initial interview with 
WABC regarding his derogatory remarks concerning 
Fidel CASTRO. He stated that while he was held prisoner 
in Havana he was told that he would be taken care of by 
CASTRO agents working in the United States if he spoke 
out against CASTRO's regime. He indicated there was a 
large CASTRO espionage ring working in the United States 
with personnel operating on diplomatic pas sports. His infor- 
mation, RORKE claimed, came from such persons as Major 
William A. MORGAN. RORKE further advised he had been 
approached in the United States by one Frank DE LLUNDE 
who had worked for CASTRO in the United States during 
the revolution. DE LLUNDE advised RORKE to stop criti- 
cizing the CASTRO regime. The report went on to indicate 
the details of RORKE‘s meetings with various other individuals, 
including Frank NELSON, an American who formerly operated 
the frozen food business in Cuba, and Dominick BARTONE, 
President of the International Trading Company. According 
to RORKE, BARTONE was apparently involved in arms and 
plane sales and one of these planes had delivered revolutionaries 
into Nicaragua. RORKE believed that BARTONE also sold the 
plane’ which was used by the Cubans and Dominicans for the 
invasi on of the Dominican Republic which took place on 19 
June 1959. RORKE indicated he had been in contact with 
Cuban exiles; namely, General Manual BENITEZ and Dr. 
Emilo NUNEZ PORTUONDO. RORKE indicated he was 
arrested at MORGAN's home in Cuba and was held without 
formal charges for nine days by Cuban authorities in August, 
1959. 
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4. Task Force W records contained no information con-- 
cerning Oscar MASTRE and Don CARDWELL. However, the fol-- 
lowing information was found concerning RORKE and PORTUONDO: 

a. Information dated ll December 1961 indicated that 
Alexander I. RORKE, Jr. , was involved in smuggling and 
violations of air navigation rules along with Robert F. 
SWANNER, William J. JOHNSON, and Frank STURGIS. 
Srnuggled articles were 350 pounds of anti-CASTRO 
pamphlets for a Cuban air drop. Smuggling charges were 
not pressed. 

b. A memorandum dated 19 December 1961 from 
the United States Border Patrol detailed the above described 
activity; however, nothing additional concerning RORKE's 
involvement was set out. 

c. Information dated 25 September 1959 listed RORKE's 
address as 7 West 96th Street, New York City. RORKE 
had recently returned from Cuba after being held without 
charge from 9 to 14 August 1959. He had gone to Cuba to 
photograph an invasion of that country by forces from the 
Dominican Republic, making arrangements through Dominick 
BARTON in Miami to be advised two days prior to the invasion. 

d. Information dated Z3 February 1961 indicates that 
RORKE wrote an article concerning anti-CASTRO activities 
in Cuba for Argosy. OO/Contacts, said RORKE appeared to 
be an adventurer type operating on the fringe of the Cuban 
counter-revolutionary activities. He had the ability to weave 
a few items of limited dissemination into a fabric of open 
knowledge, thus-appearing extremely knowledgeable. OO 
recommended no further contact with him. 

e. The latest information on RORKE is dated 12 Septem- 
ber l96l and indicates that he arrived in Amarillo, Texas, 
on 3 September 1961 accompanied by Sergio ROJAS, former 
Cuban Ambassador to Great Britain. They planned to purchase 
bombers in the name of a Panamanian photography company 
and take them to Guatemala or Nicaragua where they would 
be armed for use in bombing the Standard Oil Company refinery 
in Habana. Such bombing, they claimed, would help raise money 
for further action against Cuba. They claimed they represented 
only themselves and indicated that they had unofficial CIA 
approval. 
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f. The only information concerning Rod PORTUONDO 
was a cable (OUT 75394, 13 May 1960) which advised that 
one Rodrigo PORTUONDO had been approved as secretary 
of the Moviemiento de la Recuperacion Revolucionaria 
(MRR). The MRR is one of the groups of anti-CASTRO 
Cuban exiles supported by this Agency. 

5. Attached are the documents forwarded with your request. 

I _ 2
\‘ 

D rector of Security 
Attachment: 
Original Request Documents 
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8 August 1962 

mzzmosmnum FOR INFORMATION
‘ 

T0: was nssumy DIRECTOR 

VIA: THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1. Edith Kermit Roosevelt, who up until now has been a supporter 
of CIA in her columns in the NEWARK STAR LEDGER, in the attached 
syndicated column in the SHREVEPORT (La.) JOURNAL of 21 July 1962, 
gives the Agency quite a beating on the strength of allegations by 
one Alex Rorke, Jr. "New York documentary film producer and lecturer, 
who coordinates daring ‘free lance‘ raids against Cuba with Oscar 
Mastre, Rod Portuondo and other Cubans who took part in last year's 
abortive Cuban invasion." 

2. Mrs. Roosevelt, who lives in New York City but works in Newark, 
used to correspond from time to time with Mr. Dulles on items of news 
interest, but seems to have soured according to the attached column. 

(b)(3) 
(b)(6),,_ 

Y J. GROG—A1ET/ 
Assistant to the Director 

Attach. 
Distribution: 
Orig & l — Add 
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.'Free Lance’ Raids s 
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BY Edith 

NEW YORK — TheyC$ntra1\_§j_l,1,1,;: 
set up a 

“con‘l;I'U11§Q Q13p,g,si_tion" move- 
méfic to Fideluflastro. The pur- 
pose? To insure. that no genuine- 
ly effective action against com- 
munism in Cuba ever occurs. 
Th‘ chargeis made by erg 

em=€'§f‘*:rr;";;*1\rew York doclTé%§ll‘ 
“tarwffiin producer and lecturer. 
who coordinates daring "free 
lance” raids against Cuba with 
Oscar_ Mastre, Rod Portuondo 
and other Cuban-s who took part 
in last year's abortive Cuban 
invasion. 

]fggrl§e?s group, the _U_.$.)__E_ree- 
dom‘ Fighters,(P.0. Bax" THI2, 
‘l\1‘é‘l$§‘“§?o“r'l< City) has information 
that out of §.0Q,_ Cubans sent by 
CIA to Cuba ‘in. the last six 
months about 320)-rién or so per 
cent have been captured and 
killed by Castro’s police. 

_‘ qr Ill e 
“THESE- EN who arebeing 

sent T-0 certain death 
are a traijjed; educated‘ elite of 
potential 1€8£3ers,” says B.ar.l1te.,a 
for ,,_LI_.S, military’ iilvtellifgeflde spfifiwt 
Government funds are going to 

a few discredited Cuban exile 
politicians purely for "study" 
and ;1‘propaganda”, he adds, but 
at t e same time the_Q]‘,§,_ 's 

pl;3,l,}Lil18»_ agents. in al1,._C_utian‘ex1$h-2 
groups to see T-lJ.'..'l1'¢...£1,i\l.@..1_;.‘11_>o.‘, 

mili~ 
tary.,€a_¢.“§i,,§1)1 is ‘organized to liber- 
ate Cu a. Arms are confiscated 
and some of themore militant 
Cubans have béen recruited sup» 
posedly for: action in Cuba. But 
these Cuban patriots are forced 
to remain idlfe‘ and isolated. in 
military csmpswhile every day 
their countrymen are ‘murdered 
and the young children of Cuba 
deported. to Soviet Bussia-. 

» 1 vi ii 

THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
oppose the _CI,A_ fpolicyw of at- 
tenif$tinfg__to.‘.or£ahIze .a large un- 
de1'gf%1,m§t in Cuba-. Large under- 
groun s are easily infiltrated and 
betrayed in a total police state. 
Furthermore, the _C_1§;_“is”_ giving 
its..Cuhan asents..so.muslb».mo.ney 
compared to the average Cuban 
that i" is little wonder that they 
are so easily detected by Castrofs 
G2 when they are infiltrated into 
iluba. 
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By ED FREEDMAN ‘- 

Journal Staff Writer 

. Robert Brown _and Bobb 
Rushing woke up this mornin 
and learned they were no lon; 
er world champions. 

The two414-year-olds went 1 

bed Friday night confident, fr 

the time being, at least, th: 

they were the record 1'l01Cl€l 

for tossing an ice cube bat 
and forth. "
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They had flipped thepackag 
of coldness between them 1,7 
Hrnne Wririnxr pr-amino‘ H10 vnai

t 

La""¢l!Il."9 
Postpdhghéd 

=01 Z.’-‘Witt. "P" 9927- 

ha} 
it 

'D.el8Y$Q,Ml£.5l§!i'§ 

Shot ?i;.Hs",!§‘. 
:' - as VJ: JLLQ \ -4*-. 
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CAPE CA€Ni§.?_v§.tB-"§ 
ill’) 

~ signal in the; f . 
1'0¢k 

. . LR. 
‘ forced the Unite'fl"S‘tates 1 

1 day to postpo_ne'I,fo?.5f 168 
j24 -hours an -{attempt 
launch its first‘Yefiu_s spac 
craft. l 

A spokesman”.f,%1f§fthe_ >Natio1 
Aeronautics and K pace Adrnm 
tration said aI3}3,tl,1<;i1;’iPy may 
made Sunday; tnornlng If 1 

trouble can be‘_p?ng:o_inted and .c- 
rected. ' "““‘ "

- 

‘He reported only that a SW 
ous radio signal was detected 
the Atlas-Agena B rocket. ,.. - .. 1 1:
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