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By J. DOUGLAS MURPHY"

the former Jim Garrison-Kennedy assas-
sination probe figure who was charged
May 27 with conspiring to set a fire on

Busmess Distriet..” . ... . .

: o Later Judge Bernard J. Bagert also
’ denied the motion to have Braniff put off
the case, giving defense attorney John
Francis Meyer until Monday to take
writs to the state Supreme Court.

ities in February on charges of possess-
ing a “destructive device™ in conhection
with an alleged plot to firebomb several

~ buildings in the CBD during Mardi Gras.
- At the time, the defendant was develop-
ing plans for a high-rise complex for real
estale man John A. Langford, allegedly

bombing targets.

Drive, have been charged in state court
with conspiring to firebomb the Federa-

- Ave,on Mardr Gras.
The case, allotted to Bramffs court

_ . in the motion for recusal, Friday brought -
_the Garrison investigation up again.

“that Judge Braniff recuse himself be-
" Novel during the Garrison probe, and,

" bench that Novel “fled the jurisdiction

Meyer said it is a * “well-known fact”
~ that Novel was residing in Ohio at the

Garrison investigation, and further

stated his client had been advised by a

former chief aide to then-U.S. Atty. Gen.
> Robert Kennedy not to return to Louisi-
 ana because the Justice Department
) “could not protect his civil rights™ here. .

wieal L -

Mardi Gras in New Or)eans Central.

Nov eJ was arrested by federal author-

to be built on the site of one of the fxre-

" Novel-and Larngford 420 Bellanre-

Judge Won’t Recuse
Self from NOV@E Trial

Criminal District Court Judge Mat- _
thew S. Braniff Friday refised to recuse’
himself from the trial of Gordon. Novel,

“information “which caused the reopen-

_ Meyer also claimed Novel has been
working for a number of years to furnish

ing of the Kennedy assassination probe;”
that Novel's information is in direct con-

flict with the theories of Garrison (for ‘ !
whom Novel worked as chief of security)

-and that Novel had accused Garrison
* and the judges involved in the probe —.

- including Braniff — of “political and

“criminal fraud.”

_ The motion also maintained that a

- U.S. Senate select subcommittee, headed

."_by Sen. Richard Schweiker of Pennsylva-

" nia, is awaiting the release of Novel to

~ “and that the Hon. Mathew S. Braniff, as

- Kennedy, may well be called upon to

tion of Churches building, 330 St. Charles :

.= has been colored with political and spy- -
-story overtones. Novel has claimed to -
-have ties to the CIA, maintaining that :
;- enemies of the intelligence agency have "
=~ made the case against him; his attorney;

... Meyer; in the written motion, asked :

- cause the judge set a $50,000 bond for :
-according to Meyer, stated from the’.

* {of the court) at the time of the... probe.” !

time he was wanted to testify during the .

testify concerning KGB (Soviet intelli-
gence) and Cuban agents “who furnished
funds and misinformation” to Garrison, -

one of the judges involved in the former,
probe of the assassination of President

testify in-said hearings and may be
prejudiced against the dcfend:mt herein
for that reason.” - - j :

Schwe:kers offxce contacted late
Friday, said the work of the subcommit-
tee that looked into Kennedy's death has -
been over for some time, and its report
released. There are no apparent plans to
call either Novel or Braniff to testify
about anything, a woman at the senators
offrce said. . -

Novel, of 1718 Lakeshore Dnve ;e- )
mains in Parish Prnson awaxtmg Lnal
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