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At long last — New Orleans’ contro-
versial Dlsmct Attorney tells his owil

. story of the JEK assassination in a
- book that has shocking nnphcatlons

~ for America today. S . g:;jgs “v&omrmm -
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:m,thm is*not’ a fiction by: Gore Vfdaf.

',;,atoxg -daily newspapers. Maybé that ex-
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" ‘carr Grotesque” that Jim Garri
- Chy Shaw to try the Warren Commission.
~‘report;' that Garrison ‘scraped the bottom,.
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AMERICAN GROTESQUE. An Account -of the
- Clay-Shaw-Jim Garrison Affair dn the City of
.- New Orleans.

By James Kirkwood. 669 pages
Slmon & Schuster. $11.95.

‘A HERITAGE OF STONE. By Jim Gcrrlson.

L

isn't conclusxve, not even 1n a bookre~
viewer's court. Mr." Kirkwood's loyalty to
a friend is admirable; his taped interviews . .
- with all the principals in the first Shawi-’".f'fL'-
trial are fascinating: his attention to trivia °
is in the best parajournalistic tradition——

-333 pages. Putnam. $6.95.

- Bad vibrations. "

- New Orleans District Attorney Jim Gar-_
Clay Shaw, charging that Mr. Shaw con-
spired - to assassinate President John F.
Kennedy. Mr. Shaw was acquitted- by a
Jury: ! Mr. Garrison then had Mr.. Shaw re-
‘arregted on two charges of perjury. Mr.
Shaw is suing Mr. Garrison, and a host
of. others. The judge. at Mr. Shaw’s' trial
B since been arrested in a motel room
xhere stag ‘movies. and loose women are
.afléged to have exhibited themselves. The .
--pringipal witness against Mr. Shaw: has
.- since been arrested for burglary. Mr. Gar-

rtson has since been accused of molestm :

mwa serialized novel on- ‘the tmnt pages

_why - navelist: James Kirkwood—

- ; Times/Bad' ' Times"—got obsessed.”
wtth the subject. Mr: Kirkwood met Mr.
Shaw, ‘and believed his story, and so wrote
.l sympathetic article before the trial (pub-
"lished by Esquire) and an indignant article
after’ the trial (rejected by Playboy) and
tﬁfs tome-stone of a book (troubling the
__,mﬁmer). .Did Clay Shaw know David

10fac about” the Federal govern- .
ne wxshu the whole husiness were -

_u

Z&ftht Kirkwoodarguesin“Aixi -
Lused

of the'!:arrel for variously sick and vari-
ousfy Titimidated witnesses to smear Shaw;
) tﬁat Gamson s guerrillas sought a jury of
¢ intelligence to bemuse with bloody
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. Ferrie. Were they all mistaken’ or!ymg" '
- "To be’sure, conspiracy wasn't. proved, ~

.Wﬁ M',havmg empaneled such a
ey W Tupset by the acquittal .
y added’ the Insult of - ‘per]ury"

Clmtgesto’iheirijm'yo{ “conspiracy”-ac- " -
~what happened. (Would then-Attorn

\cusatmns. Unfortunately, Mr.. KirkWOod is

$0 conscxentxons Jin his reportage that one -
wonders” why so many people’ claimed. to_ .~

have ‘Seeri 'Mr. Shaw with Oswald and |

and the. mte “embarrassed itself with sﬂr-
real Incompetence. But “conspiracy” is. no:
longer -the” charge. againstl Shaw;:
i, We ‘1*\& anbe Mz Kintoand's emdt!o"

. Fuch LT

. .. gitimate questions about John Kennedy’s

‘rison arrested New Orleans businessmian -

" on all the other charactets who have. b&, o

o 7 shows. on. television. And he insists
 the- Warren " Commission, the execuﬁye »
" branch of the 'government, some members :

- “pathologists at Bethesda who performed
_ the- second Kennedy autopsy and many,

“than a dishonest one, I like to think that”
Mr. Garrison invents monsters to explain ‘3

egrie-and-Lea Harvey Oswald? Is Jim Gar-,
- conclusions about the President’s wmmds.*

* QOswald's brilliant marlsmanshrp lq spht g
-, seconds, why no one -inquired .into;’ Iack~ H
_ of strange people, why a “loner” hka Os:

"\_.“ son guerrillag for fantasizing? .

.. clichés as Mr. Garrison maintains?) But the’;{

..tal shot? Why was
3o to Washing™™— ¥~

the little boy who cried Tom Wolfe. But le- °

~,_assassmatmrn aren't answered according to
’.;tl}e buddy system. -

Which brings us to Jim Garrison's “A-
Hentage of Stone.” The District Attorney
oiOrleans Parish argues that Kennedy's

assination can only be explamed by @
“model” that pins the murder on the Cen- i
tral Intelligence Agency: The C.LA.Could *
ave engin s 11 behalf of the .
military - intelligence « industrial eomp!ex °+
that feared the President's disposition™’
" toward a detente with the Russians. Mr.
Garrison nowhere in hjs book mentions
Clay Shaw, or the botch his office made 9,{\
Shaw’s prosecution;' he xs, however, heavy: P

come famxhar to us via late-night uns

b of .. the - Dallas - Police Department, . ﬂze;

many others must have known they were
“lying to the American public.
' Mysteries Persist - ..

Frankly, T prefer to- believe that the
Warren Commission did a poor job, rather -

ey =-;.7“r.'¢--,m-mm.., 3

incompetence. But until somebody explains -
why two autopsies came to two different

. ~why the limousine was washed-out and-re-.
built without investigation, why certain B
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sion, why ‘we were all so eager to ‘buy iq

Ruby’s relatfons with a staggenng

wald always had friends and could a!ways
get a passport—wlhio. can b!ame the Garri

- Something stinks” about ﬂns who af-
:»fau' -“K Heritage of Stone” rehashes the 7
smeﬂmess, the recipe is as unappeuzmg as.

General Robert F. Kennedy have endure
his brother’s murder in silence? Was Johm
Kennedy quite so liberated from cold war

stench is there, andclings to each of 'us’;
Why- werg Kenndy’s neck organs not ex-
amined at.Bethesda for evidence of & fron-

whinked awa :
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