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Next Thursdaymarks the tenth 
_ __ _ 

' 

_ 
* _'

_ 

anniversa of the assassination-Qf _

é 
TY ~..- ¢- t 

President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 2 

allegedly by Lee Harvey Oswald. - 

At least one man in Baltimore be- - ~ 

lieves that Oswald was indeed the }‘?;. 
“L 

;-> 

lone assassin —- contrary to the ;~ 
_ J1; 

man volumes (and now a movie, _ 
g 

\_-i~;¢,f~’3 

“Executive Action ) attacking the ,:?.3- _- 
. ,‘“;,s§,§, 

- - -4-s J -rln‘ .-' 
" 

- 
' ‘ jg»-a~ veracity of the controversial W'ar- 

., 
A -- 

ren Report. 
. 

. 

_ _ ._‘-_,n3.i:_ 
v 

1 __ , _ That man is Robert J Fitzpat -~ . 
‘- - - ".4: -25: _ Y2’ -—

_ 

av - ~ .9. it 
. 

- 
;-. .. -1-~=~ ~~< 

. 

,1 .1 _ 

rick, dean of students at Johns ' 

siiai Hopkins University and 2nd Dis- :
i 

trict city councilman, who bases‘ 
_ . _ 

'~ .-' . -a‘.-g. :7?" b_ _-11¢);-rt__ _=§=;;- '9- 
his belief on a chance meeting he. '-'. 

. . . '1 
. 

' ~ .'-,_ .'- ‘ 
_- ,,~;"‘ .4.-iv!“ " .'.a. ==_~ had with Oswald and his" wife Mar- fre- 

- - $~"r¢~=-22’-¢":?i=‘-'~YT-‘-3 K#'i~';:t?’~ - ma on July 27, 1963, almost four ':=££_-,;-: ,~f~i_§;-‘> ' 

. 
"W" "/ -» Yes‘-\~£--~'»‘$’¢-tzr/.5-7.’ - — .==‘ <~i 

. 

- .- v ' 

.:
1 months to the day of the tragedy in 

' 

-+3“:--* 

, 
.. 

‘-nubiul 

re; 

vs‘n§.'l¢4u.‘ 

'”4_&' 

§;~.n.»;-A.<_£u' 

'1.-54".! 

ufl 

_ _ _ ;'\4r""¢';$';§-.7-"'~>.-§'1'_:._‘?;_~.E-.3‘-7.i'f7, 
_.- .4 Dallas; 

. 

- _' 

- 
- 

- - 

- 
" - 

' '~>== -"' -:*-.;-;.-,--..,,=~-—~._- 
. At the "time Fitzpatrick was >i-.3.»-_ ,,,/A .

\ 
i
‘ 

. - . - 
3 

- . ;:a‘;?.:5‘- __ . 

~ ‘-1\- 
_‘_::_i2_3:_=@~5 studying Russian at Spring Hill 

_ 4.. 
-» - ix. _._ .;_=_ ‘__.~. 

~‘_ _‘_‘ ‘H i 

College in Mobile, Ala, where he 
was‘ friendly with_ Eugene John“ :- 

Murret, who was Oswald's first 
cousin. ._-.-. .:;...-.'_-:'_-_ ‘J;;..i _~ .2. 

Ii.‘ 
.__ - 

____. Ia, 
-- - 

. 

- ;".~s¢».-~“-Q-~' ~51.’ '-'3?-.' ,"'~.;' '- ,¢¢(;ene mentioned- one day that -L ~ é-1.»: ,5

fi
~ 
’
1 

‘(/{II/1’ 

" 
1’ 

villi-\. 

/‘f.’=‘-fii‘r€€=';§a>>= 
"

‘ ‘Z 4 ‘ 

-" 
§=‘_.. .. Q _ 

. 

‘ 

ii . 

'- s:~»_-gift. 
his cousin was Just back‘-from~Rus-'< 
~ *- - .. '- " - .'.~'w=‘-.. * an- ’ '*~i”>< =w.\-~ 

rick"-'eX’Dlains " "and'=tiiat"i'it‘f-*1iight?%.=19»;-1‘ - 

9-J: .¢>-:/~;1:¢..'~--.s.s..;' 
' ' l§e*'possible"16"'havé' im:i“’i*ve'"a: 7151-ier ?',,§_I:;):]_§~“" 

.. . ..-8 . 

1 '.T'Firzp5r4 ~ t »' s ~ 

-taxi. ' 

Qt 
vi 

21:5. 

@511“ ;.¥.°. 59!"? ifl¢¢.F.@.$§¢d;-~.=md@Hl$. 1 E-is 

_ about his experiences in_the Soviet .1" "*3-_ "__; ‘ '

‘ _ .. Union.-._So-}i!_e»-set;i§_',lJ[Z,_f0t'late__July.r;;.; 
- -~-J*"Wit1i-1oswaid.~"'hi§»’-iiirei‘-anti-"iiiéii-'"-'*~="-=E2’i*=» 

- only child, Junya." " " “_lf's herd §<>\'m¢fv$=P<="='¢ "W "=°<' .' 

* 
- - - t bout President Kennedy and. The talk ‘"5 one m -senes of ‘ dggfiigswold on ihedoy ofihe assossi~ 

organized for summer school stu-_ 
_

_ 

dents as a change of pace. . 

'

_ 

concerts and lectures that were ,,g,;,,,,;- my, Rab?" Fig1pqf|-i¢;k_ 

-Fitzpatrick_spent..about six hours ..C°"¢8e -"'_i.5.i¥._“'a$ Tea"? 3. family -;
_ 

t<>..$e¢ 
"their an-ivai 1n_MObi1e_ 

g 

Gene,‘ with a lecture tacked onto
_ “They carrie around noon. The "he $°h°d"1e 5°!‘ 8°“,-‘ measure " u '

- 

pictures of him that I was to see 
s FiF=Pam'¢k ‘°-°k ‘me-¢°“P1e ~°" 3

_ 
' months later in the papers were si5m‘se_°i“3 §°“" °' M°b“e.- '

- 

exactly the way he looked that day _"Ma"_"a_ d"!""- ‘Peak "Y E"8- 
.

* 

-’ no smile and a hard expression hshtn F"zPa"."d‘ 535'?" “and. I Wes . 

On his face_ what smlck me most asked to spend some time particu- 
abom mm, I mink’ were his eye5_ larly with her since there was no- 
He had the most incredibly intense- bvdy besides I-es with whom she

_ 

< gaze. Although I don't remember. °°"ld °°""°"5e- 
the color of his eyes, I'll never "3'-‘d3i"3 f"°m_',“°°e"t.P.i°t‘?r.e.§'.

, 

forget their impact. When you ta_lk she's much Premer mw ma" She 
R, mos; people, they don-I just, was then- When I met her, her hair 
stare you in the face — but he was Puned back and she was 
did," ' ' 

. wearing what I would call a typical 
Despite Oswald's lack of, formal European women's dress —- noth- ' 

education, Fitzpatrick found him 'ing very fancy. 
both intelligent and articulate. 

' 
’ “Oswald ‘wore a sport shirt and. ' “His Russian was much better slacks. He wasa secretive kind of

_ 

than mine. but one of the things person, "trusting no_one and not 
that strucl-time was that he made very sociable. Gene had mentioned- 
grammatical mistakes that indi~ ‘to me that his cousin had had a‘ 

cated it was a language he'd difficult" childhood and that he 
learned by talking -to people, rath- didn't seem to fit any place in so-Y 
er than by a- formal structure of ciety. He had no job, no skills, no

_ 

teaching. He seemed to be very education. 
fluent in it, however." ' 
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“One, of the -t h i n g s that was 
Because the Oswalds’ Spring Hill . I vConIinuod on Po9°5 i
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j.’"?f’_f_‘ If‘fdi’d_r_i't‘.- think‘it"’wasé*funny~_at~wall; l_-file: 

co:~m'r~:ueo' ,
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strange was that Oswald had never 
let Marina learn any English. 
W-hen she went to the supermarket, 
he would give her a list of the 
things he wanted. He wouldn't al- 

low her to make any friends. She 
lived in a prison-like atmosphere, 
even when he was with her. It was 
as if he weren't going to let you 
participate in his_ circle. This was 
his —-' and .it'was like an island 
against the rest of the world.

' 

“At one point I wanted to com- 
pliment him on his beautiful wife. 
My Russian was .clumsy, and I 

used a term; that implied a kept- 
woman rather than_a wife. Well, 
Marina though it was hilarious and. 
said she realized it, was only a mis- 
taker in expression. -But -» - Oswald 

iii-.?-.7‘-QT:-_5'<1'*51iif?i*i!i;§!¥a?=if‘.ifiiifiééiiat¢:'§P°l¢sY¥I-1 . 

it-":e.=‘;Af£€!_% their '.i_Qi.l§$1;:_ "}i'i>1<¢'; I-1.‘. §i$.?Ff 1' 4 "i ' 

reeinen Pitz”atrtck“recalls “that 

1 '
' 

lems can take generations to work 
out. - 

i . -_ 

“He talkediabout his life in 

Russia ...the way. the party 
structure worked and the dichoto- 
my between what _he'understood 
Karl Marx'to be saying and what 
he actually found in Russia. He 
said, ‘The full principles of Marx-~ 
ism are not lived up to in Russia. 
Capitalism doesn't work. Com- 

as g 

flit 

<

l 

‘. 

ll
1 
i. '>

l 

munism" "doesn't work. In the mid- - - 

dle is socialism, and that doesn't 
work, either.’ .~ - 

_ 

-

- 

“I saw him as someone terribly 
deceived. He thought that when he 

A':w"a's_'_I._ supposed __"_to'_. work. He --fsawr 

went to Russia he would find what 
he'd read about in Marx's philoso- 
phy. He spoke of getting bookson 
--Marxism .from the- public. I library 
"aw-...réa¢ine -.h<.>\vj_the" $9$=ia1- system 

B‘fi'.$§i%i";‘é$'£?tfiéT‘i¢5infins'-bh¢.".ot-'-ihat 

=';i~_--.--_:-.;--= how he .and-- Marina?-“had»met-at 3 .' level and in "political_life_.fHé_ did.n't_ 
_in;'.'the Russian factory '_-where "_"i!I1pt'§S5_f me, however, - as a ;'l7ev_o_lu__-pp 

‘IFFY ?"F"_?J°'"l>,1°Ye9~2T-;-22;:-' f§i9*3==1€!-; ‘-‘:1-'§}.=f-i"-lf'.i.".¢.°‘.t. .l$°‘?!°b°§li'1 ._.‘?’.h° 
' Osivald'si"session"with' the"-Spring‘ wasn't "going’to -makeithn society: 
Hill students took place late in the _He"trusted no one, not even his own 
afternoon. .. 

'. - wife. . 

“
- 

l_ think everybody who saw and‘ "At the endiof the day Oswald 
heard him was impressed in .a way gave me a recording" of ‘Swan 
t'hey' were'n't' "going to forget," Lake’ by the Leningrad Orchestra, 
F1,1_=P=w"i¢.l<..$#y§¢...._fiBe 

O 

WY. Q‘ $aY*"8 "lam W the 
"_'j'“""'T"q‘ii‘€:i'ti'§iving argaoa-‘£525-iirifilr hi'§'*?ihvitation-tt'>’c6iti€*and s'pe‘ak.'?i..'—L~ ~ 

experiences in the Soviet Union, Fitzpatrick never saw - the Os- 
and, there was an incredible 'in- Walds again. - 

.
. 

tensity about it all. What kept Nvvembef 7-2» 1953 is 9- day 
coming through was a son of (ms- clearly etched in his memory. 
grated idealism," ,- . 

“It’s hard for me to separate my 
“One of the questions we asked reactions about President Kennedy 

him was whyhe had gone to Rus- and about Oswald on the day of the 
sia and why he came back. He assassination. I'm a native of Can- 
described problems that he'd seen, ada and had become an American 
in this country —' poverty, racism citizen _in 1962,. mostly because of 
and the class struggle. He‘ had Kennedy. . 

'
- 

thought that Russia would be a sort “There were a lot of people like 

of promised land, but it didn't live‘ me who were just finishing college 
"P10 hiS_eXpect_atiops. ~ at that point, and President Ken- 
'“So he returned'—not-because he nedy -had’ captured our imagina- 

ireally wanted to, but because he tion. Despite the fact that, as his- 

said it was less painful to live in torians are pointing out now, he 
the United States..._also because didn't accomplish all that much 
he had no other place else togo. “physically and legislatively, there 
“All of us had the impression was a sense of possibility that he 

that the guy was homeless, dissat-~ energized. ,_ 
- 

’ " 

isfied and extremely disappointed. “lt may not have been his idea to 
He was intelligent enough to rec- have a war on poverty, to create 1 

ognize social'problems that existed the Peace Corps, to have various __ 

1' - 

in both countries, .and yet didn't civil rights and social action move-
O 

have the education to understand ments at the time, but Kennedy 
any of the solutions, or the fact expressed them, became a Spokes 

6 i exnm /' Novem-be! 18, 1973 
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that the solutions to \social prob-_ man for them in a way that would Ti‘ 
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“One of the thihgs that was strange was that Oswald had never lei Mar-' ' 
__| 

ina learn any English. He wouldn't allow her to make any friends. She ' lived in a prison-like atmosphere even when he was with her." _ I; 

..P@. i"°°"°@i!é.b.ls.,.n<>w=~..H? My! a..-l<.>t 
~_;_— of: my. Jrietidi-‘and ',.rnySelfT;’willing. 

to become ‘involved in government 
service. - 

.- “I can't see Nixon talking about 
. a peace corps and getting people to 
sign up. I d0n_’t think people would 
respond in the same way. In the 
early 60s there was a- great sense 
of possibility, and many ot us be- came involved in the civil rights movement, which wasn't too popu- 
lar in Mobile. at the time. We wouldn't have done that if it h_adn’t been for Kennedy's influence. 
“Those were some of the things 

that were in my mind when I heard about the assassination in Dallas. "I remember several hours later 
the mention of Oswald's name. There was a deadly silence among 
the eight or ten of us watching TV because we'd all met Oswald. They hadn't shown his picture yet, but as soon as the name was given we 
just knew it was the same'person. 
"Nobody q u e s t io n e d that it couldn't have been Oswald. It's not 

that you could know by hindsight that he was capable of doing this 
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and _stopped'--it,—_.__but._¢ somehowfthe ..'.T.I; 

tion of the thing — which I think was essentially what an assassina- 
tion like that indicated -—--seemed

p to fit Oswald perfectly. _I don't
_ think any of the people" who met ' 

him when I did have any doubts to 
this day that it was Oswald and Oswald alone." V‘ 

- - 

-Fitzpatrick relates a chilling in- 
cident that occurred as he watched TV that Friday afternoon. “One of 
the things that I'd forgotten about 
Oswald's visit — but which came -

l back to me as soon as I heard his 2 name connected ~ with President 
Kennedy's death — A was. that 4 he had talked_ about rifle practice in‘ 
Russia. It came up in a question as 
to how he spent his spare time. He ~ 

said he went outfor target practice * 
on weekends.” ‘

_ 

Fitzpatrick saw Oswald on TV 
before he. was murdered by Jack 
Ruby. "He was still the same per- son I'd known. He was like walk- 
ing energy, intense."

_ A ‘few days after K e n n e d y 's death. FBI agents came to Mobile _ 
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. to question both Fitzpatrick and in terms of a pattern is the isola- 
M'-"'1'9l- 35 Pa" Of 318- WHITE" tion‘ of "those individuals. 'l"hey'all' 
C°mml$$i0I1 investigation.‘ - seem to be losers. From what I've; 
“They started checking family seen of Sirhan’s'writings, he had 

connections pf" 0swald’s in New no real knowledge of Robert Ken-g 
Orleans,” Fitzpatrick says, “but I nedy -— only .-that he symbolized‘ 
don't know how they got on to me. something. 

' 

= . 
- 

_. t 

It may have been from a letter I'd “When I thought back to every# 
written the Oswalds to thank them thing I could recollect in Oswald's‘ . 

after their visit. I cringe when I talks about the government in this 
think of that letter! One of the country, I couldn't_'remember a 
things I vaguely remember having single reference as such to Presi_-

_ 

said was that I admired his" sensi- dent Kennedy, but there were a lot
i 

tivity and idealism, but totally dis- 
' of references to -an anti-govfim-l ' 

agreed with the conclusions he was ~menl feeling - the feeling that the 
drawing, - - 

' 

_ 
govemment as a whole had be- 

“I was ‘questioned for hours. The trayed l1S-- ' 

- 
- 

l 

.' . .

1 

agents were extremely thorough, - “I! wt-lld have been a"Yb°dY
1 

and I was surprised that they knew 011181’ than Kennedy? excel’! that t 

i 
so much about me, and about Os- with_Kennedy YOU found $°m@°F1@:‘ 

- w3ld’5 ifingrary whgn he .wa5 in WI10 W85 acceptable, charismatic, 
A 

‘Mobile. They seemed to have dug W8fl_lll1)' afld P9l'$°Y_1abl°- Mme Illa" 4; 

* 

_ 
_up an extraordinary amount of in- lllfil, l10WBV81'. I lhlflk Kemledl’ 111$! 

53 

_p 
; formation in a very_short period happened t0 be the physical -PEP-1 

1, 
of time. They knew I was studying ,I‘9_59"1a"°¥l °f $°"'19l3""8 Oswald I 

-" ‘ 'R'ussian, and how good ._or ‘bad it fiisllked-"' _, , 
I; 

'~ was, -plus"--I the fact that-_I~ was -'.r'e~ WP.” .-a'?..'.F!-lzpatrlck 5 _°u."§“l I 
' 

5-.-f-L;I5..=§.TL;ceivihg»-’.'Pravda-.;/They lgnevv'j‘i_._that _§?i!'"gs ab°,“t.;_‘_he"lat_e' Pres‘de'?F' 
' 

t~.'-.,L'd Iworked'“in‘1'a _cloth_ing" store when Kennedy S ledeamr after“-Rd 
-; me-tr" 

- 

. -;. _ »j3:;1;'éji1;lw‘as.;"-iignign -_1_sch_oolt;--_fiey',§asl§ed.;-919’? ~§FY9“B.lY;.F!¥itF3 39 -"1 ‘?:,_‘-T‘ -‘. "5. I 
~¢ IllL.I’;;;;r1ié;;2?hét§fii.t5§ffih¢Y.$t¢I§L_.?¥l9$€¢1-.1-wltmll~ ‘"7 - “’"“" -“°""?lf_Ji.‘ “°“ ‘ 

. . % V.-'.1.:..--1.‘.-.41;-2what;:_kind-of;merchandise¢was_- sold thm-l5¢.-mY~»- {am-eris~-deithl W-‘B-~ hive, ix 
e*.?;7;.=7-_*1"..~..'":H:_*.3¢1t1't!T1'i\rhei.l14et?.".0!l.-.n0l;; it_~_waS-';eXpen-_-.;h._e- -Sana-e» lmpaq I-' '- “pl becausge. 
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El" ' "What are Fitzpatrick's thoughts i¢a“_Se 1‘ ‘fvas f°"'_me_a"d many-°Fh' I 
today on the ass assina t i on? "5 the first md‘°3u°" °f °“" °~“’." 

“I-veius, never been able to accept mortality, if you will. The sense of ;
I 

| ll me. “theory of a conspiracy__and gosability was wipedout with his 
0 

- 88 . . _

‘ 

t1:;;;“:t.:"a:a':"t‘;i:‘:.°":, *2‘; 2:; r 

;..._.-.,.:_;;mé__ve?-. '.nml?I._mm§.i€,wbu,d..5e.!tes.=in_ .B§ri.in.-th¢_.=1.ieht.-.1$¢!1r1@dy_;1 
-- """'"'m-m'_e n_ 

*" 
‘t --b'l_ - -=was-'shotr"All'-the-~lights in the city ° ° "'3 ° “eve "‘ 3 were turned -off," and people put ~ 

conspiracy. It would be easier to cgmdles in me windows as a me_ 
believe there was a PM ‘° serve morial to him. We all felt that way some sort of political purpose _men_.. . 

' 

; 
~ , 

' " 

.rather than to see it as a totally ir- 
_ 

Fitzpatrick’s s o r row over - the 
rational act by a frustrated human death of the President has been 
being. It's hard for us to live with eased by what he calls~_the lasting '- 

that kind of irrationality, but that impact of the President's life upon , 

brief _'contact with Oswald con- our times.
, 

vinces me that that's what it was. ‘fThere's.-a whole generation of 
'* 

“I. stress" that it was Oswald alone people in political life —- like Bar-
' 

because I don't think anybody who bara Mikulski and myself—who'd
_ met him could see him working in never have chosen politics if it _" 

_ 

a group and being trusted as part hadn't been for John F. Kennedy, it 

of it. The guy was just too u.nsta- despite the teniyears of deception
l 

ble. I can't see -‘— if you're trying we. seem to have had since his 
to assassinate a President — mak- death." ~ 

ing the whole thing rest upon a guy '_ One casualty of Fitzpatric.k's 
who has gone from country to meeting with 

' 
Oswald and what i 

‘

, 

‘x 

country totally distrusting and happened on -November 22, 1963 1, 

fru s t rat ed. I don't see that he was his study of Russian. 
W°"ld inspire that kind of conii- “Somehow when the assassina- 

’ d8nC8- -. 

' 

tion came," he says, “l just lost“
, 

i “Take, ‘for "example, the other interest. I never made any direct " 

assassins in recent years — Ray, connection betweensthe_.events,'but l 

Sirhan and Bremer. One o_f the con- I d e c i _d ed_ to study French in- 
sistent things that comes, through stead.” 
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