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Special Analysis

CZECHOSLOVYAKIA: Tectering Between OId and New

Pressures far change are building slowly, although dissident activity

could become more fucused and widespread as a resufl of change in the

USSR and elsewkere in Lastern Europe.

Dissidents. former Dubeck-cra paliticians. and religious leaders

srem more willing than ever to cooperate for political and religious
frecdoms, Emboldened by the political liberziization clsewhere in
the Bloe, they are increasingly vocal in calling for such veforms as
freedom of speech and political pluralism. Severai times in the past
vear. thousands of demonstrators have marched in Praguc to press
their demands, actions that are unprecedented since the 1968 Soviet
invasion. Although open defiance of the regime’s policies is spreading

10 a broader spectrum of intellectuals as well as some younger party
members, the public for the most part remains upmhclic{j
The regime is still dominated by hardliners who, seeing the crosion of
Communist authority in Poland and Hungarv, opposc liberalization
because they fear it will lead 10 social instabitity and their losing
power. Jan Fojiik. Praguc's chief idcologuc. has underscored regime
concerns by publicly warning of counterrevolution in Hungary.
Pragmatists in the lower ranks. spurred by Scvict calls to reform.

scem more willing 10 udvacate change. but their strength appears
timited.

Polish Solidarity activists arc
increasing their contacts with Czechoslovak dissidents and are ready
to give them advice and material support. This connection might
spark a broader challenge. and the lcadership's instinet will be 1o
crack down. Pragmatists in the party scem to be increasingiv

uncomfortable with such policie ‘ever, and the result may
be more vacillation.

In the absence of strong pressurce from the populace or from within
the party. President Gorbachev's reforms in the USSR are the major
catalyst for change in Czechoslovakia. and against that Soviet
backdrop the party rank and file in Czechoslovakia increasingly sce
their leaders as out of step. The growing gulf between Czechoslovak
practice and the Sovict model means that the hardliners® position is -
likely to crode as opportunists and fence-sitters in the party shift with

the winds from Moscow. Preparations for the next party congress in

May 1990 are likely 1o sharpen debate and trigger new pressure from
within nnii gflfljn the party an the Jakes lcadcrshin.l—l:|
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Polish Solidarity Increases its Support to Opponents of
Czechoslovak Regime

Representatives of Solidarity's parliameantary faction met openly
over the weekend in Czechoslovakia with Vaclay Havcl: Cardinal
Tomasck. head of the Czechoslovak Catholic Church: former party
leader Alexander Dubcck: and other independent activists. The Polces
and the Czechoslovaks issucd a joint communique calling for relcasc
of Czechoslovak political prisoners and citing the Polish roundtablc
ncgoliations as an example for Czechoslovakia.

In addition, Polish-Czechoslovak Solidarity. a group founded in 1978
to exchange information and coordinate dissident activitics in the
two countrics, has smuggled four 60-watt radio fransmitlers into
Czechoslovakia, Radio
Solidarity provided the equipmeni. and its experts plan to begin
clandestine Czech language broadcasts next month. possibly keyed
to the anniversary of the Sovict occupation.

The Solidarity visit and technical support probably will spur
Czechoslovak dissidents to form a united opposition. The Praguc
regime surely recognizes the risks of inaction but probabiy was
reluctant to intervenc because the Poles represent a legal party that
Moscow has shown it is willing 1a deal with. Failure to react will
probably increasc the perception that the regime is not in control
and may encourage morc people 10 actively defyv its policies,

25 July 1989

Approved for Release: 2019/10/29 C06826748

6.2(d)

3.3(b)(1)

6.2(d)



