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The following information is excerpted verbatim from the

FE/}/dossier,

Two groups within the Liberal party are engaged in a post-election struggle

to gain power and control of the pérty and its Diet members, ingase that
YOSHIDA should retire from the political scene. One of thegoups is the (present).
SOKKINHA (those close to YOSHIDA), headed by_CGATA, Chief Cab Secy FUKUNAGA,
ASO Takakichi and the Kyushu group, (The other group is the former Sokkinha,
which OGATA replaced: Secy-Genl SATO; IKEDA, chairman, Polit Affrs Research
Cte; HORI Shigeru; “party men” VASUTANI Shuji, HAYASHI Joji and ONO Bamboku.)
O0GATA and Co, are believed still to be closer to YOSHIDA, and to enjoy the
eminence, prestige and authority which go with this position; but CGATA
particularly has succeeded in vinning the distrust and dislike of the dis-
placed (former) Sokkinha, who, during the elections and after, have been mak-
ing strenuous efforts to build up their support with the party's rank and file,
and at the same time weaken "GATA's influence. Both SATO and IKEDA have had
considerable success in this respect. Without their support, -~ which he is
unlikely to get -~ , it is felt that 0GiTA will be unable to control the party,
even with YOSHIDA's blessing, if and when the latter chooses to retire.

FILE THIS FORM IN FILE NO.
CROSS-REFERENCE FORM  OLGALI T
A < | )
55934 -
‘ " Declassified and ApprovedAfo" e hagu
by the Gentral Intelligence Agency
NAZ! WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT Dates o2 oo

EXEMPTIONS Section 3{b)
(@) Privac:: f"i
(E,‘,{;.‘) *“ﬁet*rc".Jf_',/(ﬂnur(?ef; (Tiy'r/

(@)= “Qrzm Ralations 3




